DECEMBER 29, 2002

ZECHARIAH CHAPTER 5 

“What is this woman in the basket?”

Commentary

Friends, the study of Prophecy is my favorite subject. It is a joy for me to write this to you, and I hope you enjoy it as much as I enjoyed writing it. 

Zechariah was a prophet, because what he spoke of came to pass. Some of it was future, and some of it is still future to right now. The religious leaders of Zecheriah’s day finally stoned him to death, because they would not listen to him any more. There are still many out there who will not listen. 

Zechariah spoke of wars in the “last days”. We are in the “last days” now. These wars will involve all nations. Israel will be at the edge of destruction, when Jesus Christ will restore Israel.  The world will know that He has delivered Israel from destruction and the Hebrews will know that Jesus Christ is Yehshua Messiah. 

Before then, there will be many events that lead up to this conclusion. I am convinced that there is an exceptional possibility we are about to see the revealing of what Zecheriah wrote of in Chapter 5.  

Zechariah 5:1

Then I turned and raised my eyes, and saw there a flying scroll.  

The word ‘scroll’ is the Hebrew word ‘megillah’. A “megillah” is a single scroll, sort of like a small roll of paper towels. It was used for small writings, and was one half of a double scroll, used for large writings. Over 2400 years ago, Zechariah saw a flying “scroll”, “roll”, “cylinder” shaped object. This would have seemed strange indeed to him, there was no such thing as even an airplane back then.  

Zechariah 5:2

And he said to me, “What do you see?” I see a flying scroll. It’s length is twenty cubits, and it’s “breadth” (not clear what this other measurement is) is ten cubits.

The cubit used in the land of Israel back then was about 20 inches. So we have roughly 30 feet and twenty feet. If “breadth” is diameter, this object looks like a “can of soup”, which is not really what a scroll looks like. It makes more sense to suggest that the circumference (breadth) of this object is about 20 feet, which means it was about six feet in diameter. This is not unreasonable, when we read about the 12 cubit circumference of the brazen pillars of Solomon’s Temple. 

Zechariah saw a “scroll”, “roll”, “cylinder” shaped object about 30 feet long and about six feet in diameter. Friends, these are the dimensions of a modern day missile.  

Zechariah 5:3,4 

Then said he unto me, this is the curse that goes out over the face of the whole earth. (Paraphrasing) “Every thief and liar will be expelled by this curse””This curse will completely consume timber and stones”

Friends, the only thing that completely consumes stones, is a nuclear explosion. Zechariah is describing nuclear warheads that are in a flying missile, destroying their target.   

Zechariah 5:5,6,7

Then the angel who talked with me came out and said to me “Lift your eyes now, and see what this is that goes forth” 

So I asked, “What is it?” And he said, “It is a basket that is going forth” he also said “this is there resemblance throughout the earth”

“Here is a lead disc lifted up, and this is a (Hebrew word “aisha”) sitting inside the basket”

Then he said “This is wickedness . . . .”

These baskets go forth, because they are placed into the flying “scroll”, “roll”, “cylinder” shaped objects, which are missiles. 

These baskets filled with “aisha”, which are wickedness, are found in various places on the earth. The baskets are made out of lead, with a lead cover. 

The next paragraph is based on two Hebrew scholars that taught me, not my knowledge. 

You will usually find this word “aisha” translated as “woman” However, the word ‘aisha’ can also mean a fire (offering). Aisha (fire offering) and Isha (woman) are the same consonants in Hebrew, the context in which it is used, determines which meaning it represents. A fire offering in a flying basket that completely consumes stones did not make sense to Zechariah, but a missile with nuclear warheads inside is commonplace today. The nuclear materials, used in a nuclear warhead, are contained in lead, to protect those around the bomb. The materials are brought together for detonation.    

Zechariah 5:9

Then I raised my eyes and looked, and there were two “aisha”, coming with the wind in their wings: for they had wings like the wings of a stork, and they lifted up the basket between earth and heaven. 

The two “aisha” are either multiple warheads, very common in modern nuclear missiles, or the components that are brought together for the nuclear blast, it does not matter either way.

The “wings” are the control fins on the body of the missile. To Zechariah, he would have thought these somehow made it fly. As a side note, the stork is an unclean bird (defined as such in the Old Covenant given to the Levite Priests). Zechariah sees the missile, in the air (between earth and heaven), with the nuclear warhead (lead basket with “aisha”), being carried to the target. Some translations of this verse include a reference to two fires coming out of the container. This could mean a two stage nuclear missile (very common today), or two rockets propelling the missile, also very common today. 

Now for the best part of this whole study. 

Zechariah 5:10,11

So I said to the angel who talked with me, “Where are they carrying the basket?” And he said to me, “to build a house for it in the land of Shinar, when it is ready, the basket will be set there on it’s base.”

The basket is a lead container, that contains material for a nuclear missile. This basket is going to be taken to the land of Shinar. The lead basket is going to be put on it’s base, which is the missile that will deliver it to the target. 

Shinar means “country of two rivers”, and it is a plain between the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers. The tower of babel was constructed there (Book of Genesis), Nimrod (a type of anti-christ) ruled there, and it was called Babylon, a land that took the Hebrew people captive for many years.

Iraq is the country that is there right now, the modern day land of Shinar. Has anyone noticed that this place is in the news a great deal at the moment?

Most certainly, Israel will be the target of one of these lead baskets, filled with “aisha”, getting there in a missile (“scroll shaped object”). 

Most certainly, as a result of this, Isaiah 17:1 is going to be fulfilled, as a consequence of the missile launched lead baskets with “aisha” in them. 

Friends, if you have never accepted by faith that Jesus Christ came to the earth, to be  born of a virgin, die, and be resurrected according to the Gospel, FOR YOU, SO YOU could ask Him to come and live inside of you as the Holy Spirit, make that decision NOW. These prophecies of Zechariah 5 and Isaiah 17:1 could be fulfilled very, very soon. When the Holy Spirit lives inside of you, you are a child of God, a citizen of Heaven, Redeemed, and resting in Jesus Christ, YOUR ONLY HOPE OF ETERNAL LIFE. There is no other way to eternal life. No matter what you do, you will never lose your eternal life, because God Himself, Jesus Christ, guarantees it. Don’t get off on an irrelevant tangent, like so many religious organizations put forth, getting sins forgiven so as to make it to heaven. That is not the message of the Gospel, it is a part of it. You were born spiritually dead, and a dead spirit needs life, not forgiveness of sin. All that was settled once and for all, by the shed blood of Jesus Christ which TOOK AWAY sin forever. I will discuss spiritual life and death some more, in the first two writings of 2003. Grace and Peace to the Brothers and Sisters In Christ.  

“Christocentric vs Anthropocentric”

What about Christmas anyway?

DECEMBER 25, 2002

ROMANS 1:3,4

“. . . His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who was born of the seed of David according to the flesh, and declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the Spirit of Holiness, by the ressurection from the dead”

Commentary

Friends, many adults see Christmas as celebrating with friends and family, and many children see Christmas as opening gifts. Decorated trees, Christmas lights and presents are on display, especially in North America. The birth of Jesus Christ is discussed in religious organizations.  

Whenever I meet someone who is willing to receive eternal life, in Christ Jesus, I give them a set of teaching on the book of Romans. This is where to start learning of the new covenant, receiving eternal life, by repenting of the ONLY sin that is the unpardonable sin. The unpardonable sin of the Age of Grace, which we are in right now, is to deny the birth AND the death AND the resurrection of Jesus Christ, according to the Gospel. Eternal life is received by a spiritually dead human (born in Adam, which means everybody), by being born again, (John 3:5), by the Holy Spirit of God entering the person who has repented of their unbelief. This spiritually alive person is now a part of the Body of Jesus Christ on earth, a saint, a citizen of heaven, totally redeemed (purchased by the redemption of Jesus Christ), and unable to EVER lose their eternal life, NO MATTER WHAT they do in their flesh.

All things are now permissible to this person, but not all things are profitable. However, there is NOTHING that this person can do or offer for God, unless the Holy Spirit that lives inside of them does it in and through them. Human works are dirty rags before Jesus Christ. 

When a religious system perverts the process in the previous paragraph, a doctrine of demons is being taught. Consider the knowledge that the devil is aware of. This creature knows that Jesus Christ is God, that He was born of a virgin, the He put aside His Glory, to put on an “earth suit” covering, died on a cross, was resurrected, and ascended into Heaven, where He sat down on the right hand of the Father. How sad is it, that there are many religions out there that teach this EXACT same knowledge, but without the understanding of how to receive eternal life. The “Christmas Service” of a religious organization may discuss some or all of this, along with a set of “rules” on how to be “good”. The problem is, only being aware of knowledge, does not produce eternal life in a person, any more than it can in the devil. Being aware of the birth of a baby in Bethlehem, which seems to be the majority teaching of the world and religion at Christmas time, does not give eternal life to a person. Friends, when you realize that Jesus Christ was born, died, and was resurrected according to the Gospel FOR YOU, your heart has accepted eternal life. This is when you become a new creation, spiritually alive, filled with the Holy Spirit, resting in the finished work of Jesus Christ. You stop trying to live a Christian life, because it is impossible to do so in the energy of your flesh. You let God live it in and through you. When born again, a housewife raising children is every bit as holy and righteous as a single person, or a person being used by God to teach multitudes. None of them need to get “more forgiven” of anything, by trying to keep short accounts with God of their sinful actions. They all trust God completely to provide Grace in abundance, that infinitely outweighs ANY of their behavior or actions. Friends, this is GOOD NEWS!

To me, it is fascinating that Paul never wrote a gospel. He never wrote about the historical life of Jesus on the earth. Instead, Paul wrote that we know him NO LONGER after the flesh. Paul made reference to the Gospel as the birth, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Have you ever thought about why we do not have meticulous information on what Jesus Christ looked like, in His “earth suit covering”? In my opinion, it is because man can not resist setting up these images as an “idol”, thinking that there is some kind of worth in gazing at them, or praying to them, or talking about them. We have many religious rituals around that get hung up on this imagery, and there is nothing worthwhile in any of them. A “Christmas message” that dwells on a nativity scene, or a “skit” about a baby in Bethlehem, or an evaluation of Mary and Joseph is a historical discussion, not the good news of the free gift of eternal life, In Christ Jesus.  

The teaching of the free gift of eternal life, In Christ Jesus, is “Christrocentric”, focused completely on Jesus Christ, who was born, died, and was resurrected according to the Gospel, to ascend into Heaven and sit down at the Right Hand of the Father.

To only discuss a baby in Bethlehem is “anthropocentric”, centered on man. The apostle Paul never took the road to Bethlehem, with those that did, to see the baby. But Paul did take the road to Damascus, where he met the Glorified Jesus Christ. Paul never saw Him in a manger, Paul saw Him In Glory. Paul never saw a guiding star to Bethlehem, he saw a light, brighter than the sun at mid-day, on the road to Damascus. Paul did not hear angels on the way to Bethlehem, Paul heard HIM, as the resurrected and glorified Christ. Paul does not tell us about wise men and shepherds. 

Those that only know of a discussion about a baby in Bethlehem, are in real danger of hearing Jesus Christ tell them “Depart from Me, I never knew you”. Go and read those verses of scripture, Matthew 7:21 to 23, and see the truth of it. 

There is no purpose of God the Father, in this world, that does not have Jesus Christ at the center of it. An angel declared to Joseph that the name of the baby in Bethlehem would be Jesus. But notice how in the epistles that Paul wrote, the continued use of “Christ Jesus”. Christ became His Title, it is not even a name. Christos is the same as Messiah in the Old Covenant writing. It means anointed, He is the anointed one, that is His Title. Paul never knew Him as just Jesus, Paul never met Him down here in His “earth suit covering” as Jesus the baby.

Friends, can every one who is reading this truly say that He is MY Lord? Or are you one of the ones that is going to say Matthew 7 to Him, and told to depart. Can every one reading this say that He lives in them, and they are indwelt by the Holy Spirit. Can every one reading this say He was born, died, and was resurrected, according to the Gospel FOR THEM  to have eternal life? If you do not answer yes to these questions, it is because you do not want Him to be, you want it your way. YOU have made the decision to reject HIM. YOU are too pride filled to accept HIM. Pride was the number one transgression of the wicked one of Isaiah 14 and Ezekiel 28. That angel has already been judged, and will never have eternal life. That angel will bow to Jesus Christ, because that angel will be made to, against that angel’s will. All people that are too pride filled to accept Him, will also bow to Jesus Christ against their will. 

Friends, I knew the Christmas story for more than twenty years of my life. I loved singing all the songs, but I did NOT know what ANY of it meant to me. I heard the story of Christ’s birth, but it was just a story. I would come to tears listening to “O Holy Night”, but had NO CONCEPT of any sort, what it really meant to have God living inside of me. I put aside my pride, and the Holy Sprit entered me, and I finally understood Matthew 1:23, Immanuel, God with ME, inside of me. I am still a weak flesh vessel, and can not live the Christian life in my own energy. I have entered the rest that is HIM, and I am ALREADY in Heaven, by the cover of Jesus Christ’s righteousness over me, through HIS redemption of me. 

Christmas does NOT mean the birth of a baby, it means the GIFT OF A SAVIOR. Hallelujah AMEN!    

DECEMBER 15, 2002

JAMES 3:1

“My Brethren, let not many of you become teachers, knowing that we shall receive a stricter judgment”

Commentary

Friends, in religious systems, this verse is used to support religious doctrines. Before I teach what this verse relates to, I want to give you the reader, the opportunity to discern it yourself, by considering the following. 

Let’s start with several religious systems. I know people in many of these, and they are kind, nice people, and good citizens of their country. This study can be directly related to many of their religious doctrines.

First, consider what applies to the nation of Israel, that is Hebrews. Their Fathers are Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. They have been promised a land, by God, here on the earth. They have Priests. They have a Tabernacle in which they serve. They have a Sabbath day. They have a Law given by God to Moses, which has finite and definite instructions to follow, and will ultimately point a remnant of them to Yehshua Messiah. God’s eternal purpose for the Hebrews is here on the earth. Presently, their works of flesh, in trying to obey the Law, are their recipe for righteousness. They have a day of Atonement, Yom Kippur, to get forgiven, over and over, every year.

Second, consider born again believers, children of God, redeemed (purchased) by Jesus Christ, and indwelt by the Holy Spirit of God. All born again believers have repented of the only sin, the unforgivable sin, to deny the gift of eternal life, by accepting the resurrection of Jesus Christ, for eternal life, according to the Gospel, as their own hope of eternal life. Every born again believer lives their life here on earth, by faith in the Grace of God. God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son. God’s eternal purpose with HIS church (born again believers) is NOT on this earth. The church has NO priests, NO tabernacle, NO sabbath, NO laws of the Old Testament (Old Covenant), and NO condemnation (sometimes called “judgment”) by the virtue of being In Christ Jesus. ALL born again believers in a body of flesh, are just as dirty, filthy, and unable to do anything whatsoever for God, in the nature of their flesh, as any “non” born again human being, who is spiritually dead. Born again believers live by Grace, which is not limited and finite, as the Law is. The daily action of a born again believer is not “I don’t do this, and I don’t do that”. They do not just respond to “don’t do this, and don’t do that”, but rather they are supposed to renew their mind, by the teaching of the Holy Spirit inside of them, as they spend time in the Word of God. They receive insight, from God Himself, as to why it is not profitable for them to do something, although they are allowed to do it, without any loss of redemption by Jesus Christ. Born again believers walk by faith, when they do NOT ask God to forgive them again. Jesus Christ, who is God, has already told them, “It Is Finished”. 

The body of Jesus Christ is represented on the earth, during the Age of Grace, by all those who are indwelt by the Holy Spirit. When the Age of Grace is over, all of these people will be removed from the earth. Then, God is going to complete the revealing of Yehshua Messiah to the nation of Israel.   

James taught the very first church, born again believers, and probably all of them were Hebrews,  indwelt by the Holy Spirit. Archeological work has discovered artifacts from this first church, Mezuzah’s, which display the grafted in symbols of the Menorah, the star of David, and the fish, (refer to Romans 11:13-24). Try to imagine the kind of reception, that a person in James’s first church, with a Jewish background, now a born again believer, would receive, when they tried to teach to those that followed the Old Covenant, The Law.

I hope you are now able to see what James 3:1 is teaching. The judgment mentioned, is MAN’S judgment upon those that teach eternal life, by redemption in Jesus Christ. This verse has nothing to do with some kind of judgment that God is going to carry out. All born again believers are In Christ, totally righteous before God, despite the fact that they are still in dirty, filthy, and unholy (flesh works can not be used by God) human bodies. If you want personal proof of this, go out and start talking about Jesus Christ to someone. His name is so able to produce love for other born again believers, but such total hatred and condemnation from the spiritually dead human beings of the world.

But what about God’s “judgment” for believers? The word in the New Testament is not “judgment” but rather “Bema Seat”. It is totally different than any other word that is used in Scripture. The word judgment creates fear, but the word Bema Seat is rooted in appraisal. There was an actual Bema Seat in the city of Corinth, where athletes were appraised. All born again believers will appear at the Bema Seat of Jesus Christ, to have their works appraised. Remember that the only works that will be appraised, will be the works that God did, in the born again believer, by the Holy Spirit. All believers will have some of these works, since all born again believers are indwelt by the Holy Spirit, and will produce Fruit of the Spirit. The works of the flesh are “burnt” up as wood, hay and stubble, and have nothing to do with the appraisal. All works of the flesh are not useable by God, so they do not even enter into the evaluation. Examples of flesh works are usually similar to the actions and behavior of people who are actually born again believers, but are trying to imitate Hebrews and the Law. Words like “atonement”, “progressive sanctification”, “confessing sin to be forgiven all over again”, and “pride filled” are often used by those who claim they are more righteous than other born again believers, assuming they were ever born again in the first place.

DECEMBER 8, 2002

1 CORINTHIANS 1:20

1 CORINTHIANS 1:30

“. . . Has not God made foolish the wisdom of this world?”

“But of Him, you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God - and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption -“

Commentary

Friends, human wisdom produces rebellion, Godly wisdom produces repentance.  

It has been my experience, every single time. that only the wisdom of Jesus Christ will produce evidence of eternal life to anyone. Repentance means to turn away from the sin of unbelief in the ressurection of Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ is the Word of God, and the Word of God can only be discerned when the Holy Spirit is living inside of an individual. This is what being in Christ Jesus is, redeemed (actually purchased), by God, and receiving eternal life, by the acceptance of the ressurection of Jesus Christ according to the Gospel. 

There is no difference, in reference to the filthiness of flesh, between me (or any born again believer), and the most extreme and “bad” individual anywhere. Every single born again believer is in a body of flesh that has broken one of the Laws of God. By breaking one Law, ALL of the Laws have been broken. If you have ever started a car on a Saturday, you started a fire on the sabbath, in violation of the Law. That means you are guilty of breaking EVERY single Law of God, including murder. 

Nobody, absolutely nobody is going to be born again under the requirements of the Law, unless they are as righteous as Jesus Christ was, when He was here, covered in an “earth suit”.

There is at least one person that I hope will understand this discussion, if they are reading this. During the last couple of months, I have offered Godly wisdom to a person who is so emotionally destroyed and suffering, that they have been completely deceived by satan. This person has been deceived by self pride and hatred of themselves, into accepting the thinking that they have to be “bad” and they are going to do everything in life independently. Strangely enough, this is true up to a point. There is not one person on earth, friend, pastor, husband, wife, or child that can provide what God, who is Jesus Christ can. Eternal life and the Fruit of the Holy Spirit. Without this, ALL are DEAD in their sins and trespasses. ALL of these individuals will appear at the Great White Throne Judgement, and ALL of these individuals will present human reasoning to Jesus Christ, and ALL of them will be rejected, and ALL of them will be eternally seperated from God. The good news, is that by repenting of the sin of unbelief in the living Jesus Christ, even though the person’s body of flesh is as filthy as dirty rags, not able to stand in the presence of God, ANY person can obtain eternal life. In my opinion, the only human behavior that prevents this from happening, is the pride of the person. Pride is the reason that the devil fell from heaven, and you can read about it in Isaiah 14 or Ezekiel 28. The devil, who may have complete access to those that are not born again, will talk to the person’s human reasoning, in their own voice, and deceive them into thinking they do not need Jesus Christ. This includes religious individuals, “church” leaders, reverends, pastors, “nice” people, “successful” people, and pride filled people. There are individuals that are NOT born again, children of the devil, teaching religious rituals and “church” sermons. 

Let me conclude with commentary on those that are born again. Go back and read 1 Corinthians 1:30 above. A person who is born again, by repenting of their sin of unbelief, is redeemed, sanctified and righteous, a child of God. There is a terrible and cruel teaching around that is of anti-christ. Any teaching that suggests a born again believer will be “more” redeemed, or “more” sanctified, or “more” righteous over time, after they are born again is contrary to the wisdom taught by the Word of God. The basis of this is not suprising, once again, it is pride, which is of the devil. This is why the Word gave the picture of a vine, a branch, and fruit. Born again believers are a branch, and by being connected to the vine (Jesus Christ), they are alive. This connection is the analogy of the Holy Spirit producing fruit from the branch. All born again believers will bear some fruit. They are not supposed to look at the fruit on the other branch, for the purpose of mocking and criticizing quality. There are rewards for believers, rewards that will be placed at the feet of Jesus Christ, and these rewards are based ONLY on the Fruit of the Holy Spirit. These rewards have nothing to do with “progressive” sanctification, or “progressive” righteousness. These terms were invented by human flesh, and are not to be found in the Word of God. 

Next week, we will look at judgment of born again believers, since it is so often misunderstood.   

DECEMBER 1, 2002

REVELATION 2:9

REVELATION 3:9

“. . . I know the blasphemy of those who say they are Jews, but are not, but are a synagogue of satan”

“Indeed, I will make those of the synagogue of satan, who say they are Jews and are not, but lie - - indeed I will make them come and worship before your feet, and to know that I have loved you”

Commentary

Friends, the Church is the body of Jesus Christ on the earth, during the Age of Grace. They all have the Holy Spirit living inside of them. They are all children of the only living God, Jesus Christ. They all became children of God by repenting (turning away from) the ONLY sin that must be repented of, to be born again. Acceptance of eternal life, based on faith in the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, according to the gospel. They can never lose their eternal life, they can never do anything in their own power for God, and they will never return to the state they left behind, a state of spiritual death.  

Gentile means people.  In English, it comes from a Latin word meaning “of the same clan”.  It is often the translation of 

Hebrew/Aramaic for “em” or “goy”.  In our modern usage, it has come to imply someone who is not a Jew. Basically, gentile means a race of people

Jews are people of the Hebrew race. 

Jesus said “As in the days of Noe, so shall the coming of the Son of Man be”. This is not a passage for the born again believers of the Church. It is for a sign, to the Jews, during the Great Tribulation, that correlates to the historical “flood” judgment. It means that after a period of time, then He (Jesus Christ), will come, which is the Second Coming. 

Born again believers in the Church must not claim promises, warnings, and judgments, that are written to the Jews.  Believers are to rightly divide the Word, which means to separate it, and apply it literally, only to where it makes sense, and not in any other way. Rather than “interpretations”, the only way to get the right understanding, is to put the Jew and the Church in their proper place. Although there is neither Jew nor Gentile in Christ, there is a distinction between the Jew and the Church. God is dealing with separate peoples - His beloved Israel and His beloved Church, and this will continue until the times of the Gentiles (showing that separation is still in affect) is finished. That will be at His Second Coming. Then Israel will no longer be the tail, but will be the head of all nations as it was determined to be from the beginning.

When Jesus spoke of the wise virgins, it was in Matthew 25, and Matthew 25 is not to the church, the church was not yet born, that was not until the Day of Pentecost. Jesus Christ had not died on the tree yet.  But, He was speaking to someone who was there right then. They were Jews.

In summary, born again believers of the Church are not tribulation Jews. Born again believers are going to be removed from the earth, to be with God, who is Jesus Christ, forever. The born again believers will be with Christ in the Kingdom of Heaven (on earth), promised to the Jews, at the Second Coming.   

NOVEMBER 24, 2002

Taken from “Greens Interlinear Bible” a superb translation, 

DANIEL 4:19

REVELATION 3:10

“Then Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, was stunned for one hour, and his thoughts troubled him . . .”

“Because you kept the word of My patience, I will also keep you out of the hour of trial which is going to come on all the habitable world in order to try those dwelling on the earth.. . . “

Commentary

Friends, this is further commentary on the timetable that was presented several months ago, available in the archive download.

There are many who have discussed that the final generation, as it pertains to the Great Tribulation, started on the six day war of 1967 in Israel. These authors concluded this meant that if a generation was about 40 years and some number of days, that the end of the final generation will be around the fall of 2007 to the spring of 2008. My previous discussion outlined how I suggested that we were in the final Hebrew cycle of seven years, starting on Rosh Hashannah of 2000, ending in Rosh Hashannah of 2007. 

If I and the others are correct, we are going to know soon. My goal in writing this has succeeded, if even one person who reads this, has the wisdom to allow Jesus Christ to initiate the indwelling of the Holy Spirit in their spirit, which is to be indwelt by the life of Christ, the only thing in the universe that provides eternal life. Born again believers are those who have repented of the sin of unbelief in Jesus Christ, to accept that He was ressurected from death according to the Gospel, to offer that eternal life to those who will receive it. Remember it is the life of Christ that provides eternal life, although His death on the cross was a part of the process of salvation. Only God can ressurect life, His name is Jesus Christ, and not one single individual of of any religion that does not have life from the only living God, Jesus Christ, the Alpha and the Omega, the Jesus Christ of John 8:28, has any eternal life. 

If you read most commentaries, you will find that the Tribulation/Great Tribulation is proposed to be seven years in length. I have studied this for years, and have found it unacceptable, because it is not what the scripture is saying to me. 

I agree that the first “segment” is an interval of 3 ½ years. However, there is no reason to conclude that the second segment is also 3 ½ years. The Bible clearly says those days are shortened, the “days” of the second segment. This is what Daniel was talking about, this hour mentioned, is actually a period of time (look up this Strong’s number in the Hebrew), and we do not know exactly how long it is. Consider though, that Daniel is writing about that which pertains to Hebrew people. This is the only thing that makes sense. There was zero knowledge of the Church at that time, Daniel could not have known of it. There was Jew and Gentile. The mystery that Paul spoke of, was that the Gentiles were going to be given Salvation, by becoming born again believers, just as the Hebrews would be allowed to, in the Age of Grace, which started on the Day of Pentecost.   

Look at the passage in Revelation, it confirms what Daniel was writing about, Hebrews in the Great Tribulation. There is no member of the Church here, it is the world that is in the hour (or time interval) of trial. Proof of this, is that the Bible says that the enemies of the born again believers are the world, the flesh and the devil. The bible also clearly states that the born again believers are not appointed to wrath, that is the Wrath of God. 

I can truly appreciate how there are many opinions out there regarding the removal of the born again believers of the Age of Grace. This was discussed in my previous article on “pan tribulation”. As long as the Wrath of God is NOT part of the experience of a born again believer, I enjoy discussing the different points of view. The only way to include the Church in God’s Wrath, is to embrace “Armstrongism”, that claims the Church has replaced Israel, and that Ephraim is America. I completely reject this religous theology.  

What can we conclude from this? Well, let me make an assumption, and it is only an assumption, that the “hour of trial” is about a year or so in length. If you take sometime around the end of 2007 as the end of the generation, and subtract about a year, and the fixed 3 ½ years of the first segment, you get back to around 2003. As I said in my previous timetable, if the Lord has not returned for His Bride, the Church by arond the end of 2003, I will have to completely start over with my study of this issue. 

If you are unsure of your being born again, why not accept the Life of Christ into your heart right now?

NOVEMBER 17, 2002

MATTHEW 24:29

“Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give it’s light; the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken” 

Commentary

Friends, any study of the removal of born again believers, the Church, will require study of Matthew 24. There are many different opinions, however, we must remember that the only Teacher of Truth is the Holy Spirit. What I do, is to ask the Holy Spirit to reveal truth to me, and if I can not resolve a questionable issue, I must conclude that it is not for me to know the complete answer at a particular time. Sometimes we must wait upon the Lord, and it is always for our benefit.

I did not come up with the term “pan tribulationist”, but I do like the intent of the statement. Whatever is to come, the Church can be certain beyond any doubt that being In Christ means that all will “pan out” for the Saints. I am not being simplistic or offensive here. Resting In Christ means to trust Jesus Christ completely, and that is what this term means to me. 

In my opinion, there has been an enormous amount of change in the world system since the year 2000. There are many people that theorize about what is taking place. One group that I can not agree with is those with the “preterist” point of view. Basically, this doctrine claims that passages such as Matthew 24:29 were fulfilled in 70 AD. I can find no proof, in any historical account, that the events of Matthew 24:29 have taken place. In my opinion, no one should accept the preterist doctrine unless they have historical facts that prove this passage has already occurred.   

NOVEMBER 10, 2002

Colossians 3:22

Ephesians 6:5

Titus 2:9

“. . .Servants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh . .”

“. . .Servants, be obedient to those who are your masters according to the flesh”

“. . .Exhort servants to be obedient to their own masters”

Commentary

Friends, it is implicit that for each of these servants that are mentioned, they are born again believers. All of these passages are written for the Age of Grace.

Paul was not referring to slavery. Slavery is wrong. Revelation 18:13 has dire warnings for any who sell slaves. There was clear warning in Amos 1:6-9, not to trade slaves. And a born again believer is permitted to refuse their “master”, when it violates the Word of God. For example, a believer who is told to commit adultery, one of the “hot satanic deceptions” of television and movies today.

One way that slavery was overcome, was for the slave to come to a saving knowledge of Christ, to willingly serve their masters, so that the master would wonder what was in that person that caused them to obey. The investigation could lead the master to learn of  Jesus Christ, and often lead the master to a saving knowledge of Christ as well. Those that doubt the wisdom here, must never have heard the story of  John Newton, who wrote “Amazing Grace”. John Newton became a believer, and could not function as a slave owner any more. 

Oh how this world has forgotten this message today! John Newton did not stop slavery because of a picket line around his ship. He did stop slavery because of a protest group that confronted him. He stopped slavery, after he repented of the only sin of the world that is the unforgivable sin, denying the death, burial AND resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. By repenting, John Newton had the Holy Spirit come to live inside of him, so that his heart and mind (his soul) could be renewed and transformed. That, and only that, is what stopped him from trading slaves. Being born again, revealed to him what a wretch Only the Holy Spirit could do this. 

We have people by the thousands today that are out trying to “clean up” the world. This is futile, and can be rooted in a set of legalistic ethics that a person is convinced will impress God. This type of person is a babe in Christ, because babies are constantly looking for a reward for what they do. Every believer must allow the fruit of the Holy Spirit to be delivered by them, because no believer can produce it by themselves. As I have said many times, believers are to clean up the “fish”, not clean up the “fishbowl”.  

NOVEMBER 3, 2002

Revelation 7:14

“. . . These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation , and washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb”

Commentary

Friends, what is this garment that is referred to?

The age, or dispensation, we live in now, is that of Grace. We need to understand how a garment relates now; to a hebrew under law, or a gentile, or a born again believer. In the context of our verse, a hebrew is clothed in a dirty garment, a gentile is naked, and a born again believer, (Christ’s church on earth), is clothed in a white garment of the righteousness of Jesus Christ. 

When I first came to Christ, I did not know what the “church” was. I have found “teachers” out there that do not know either. The only church on this earth, that Jesus Christ is interested in, is His Body. The church down here, are those who have been born again of the Spirit of God and placed into the Body of Christ. This is the only church, and each member is covered in a white garment of Christ’s righteousness (because no one has any righteousness of their own).  Being joined to Jesus Christ means you do not have to join something else. You can if you want to, but it is not Biblical. People who are born again can be sitting in a building called a church, but God does not say this is church. The church, are the people who belong to Jesus Christ. The congregation is usually made up of people who are born again, and those that are not. I have been in more than one church, where even the Pastor does not convince me they are born again. There is so much inconsistency in church buildings today, because you have some in there who are lost, and some who are born again. The unsaved, can not see the difference, but God does. He sees some naked, some in filthy rags, and some in the white robe of His Righteousness. 

Back to garments. Today, Jews are taught to take off a dirty garment (the law), and put on the new (Jesus Christ). Gentiles have nothing on, so they are taught to put on a white robe, by repenting of their sin of unbelief in the resurrection of Jesus Christ, receiving eternal life by faith, and being born again. There is no such thing as a born again believer with a dirty garment on in the Age of Grace. There will be no born again believers left on this earth at the moment of the removal of Christ’s Body, the Church. There will be those who were falsely converted however. I discern that some of these will be the ones who were in the great tribulation and washing their robes. This is because at that time, it is not the Age of Grace any more, it is part of the Day of the Lord, which is different. When Jesus Christ removes His Body from this earth, the Church, this dispensation of Grace is OVER. This is called the “last day”.

We have some today, that follow legalism taken from the Old Covenant, or use 1John 1:9 because they think they are to keep “short accounts” with God, or wallow in pride (which God hates) to think they are “super duper saints” that get some kind of special merit. If they are born again, they are not washing their robes by their self-effort. The word of God makes it very clear that our righteousness is as dirty rags, before the Lord.     

OCTOBER 27, 2002

(1) JOHN 4:24

(2)  2 KINGS 6:5,6

(1) “God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth”

(2)
“. . . the iron axe fell into the water. . .” “”And the man of God said,”where did it fall?”And he showed him the place, So he cut off a stick, and threw it in there, and he made the iron float”

Commentary

Friends, I want to comment some more on last weeks study of this verse in John. Recall that “spirit” here is not the definite article, (The Holy Spirit), but rather the spirit of the believer. A believers spirit is known by Jesus Christ, which the Bible calls the “heart” of the individual. God knows all “hearts”, so for anyone to think they can fool Him by any external behaviour is incorrect. 

I want to discuss how this has affected me. Firstly, I and many others pray on our knees, but we don’t have to. I like to pray this way, because it focuses me to think, but God already knows what I am going to say before I even say it! Secondly,  language is irrelevant, since He does not have to listen to me say anything, to know me. Thirdly, I do not fast as a method of obtaining God’s “approval”, but I may skip a meal, because I am studying the Word of God. Fourthly, I do not pray for specific requests of those who I do not know extremely well, except to meditate on God’s Will being carried out for them. To summarize, I pray in many postures, I do not accept teaching about “speaking in tongues” (what about mute people?), I do not fast as a way of obtaining “special merit”, and I never “guess” about the motivation of  the heart of another person, believer or not.     

Once again, there is nothing that any believer can “offer” to God, except being available for God to speak to, by what is written in the Bible, as confirmed by the Holy Spirit. This corresponds well to the next disussion, which is why I used the introduction. 

In the passage of 2 KINGS, I want to empahasise that this account reveals much more than physical laws being  controlled by the Lord. 

This account took place by the Jordan River, and Elisha was there with a young man who was chopping with an axe. At that time, an axe was very rare, since the Philistines witheld iron instruments from the Hebrews for obvious reasons, (very few swords).  

Loss of an axe was a catastrophe, and the young man would have wanted to retrieve it. Clearly, Elisha cared about the plight of this young man, because he wanted to help. Jesus Christ knew the “heart” or spirit of both of these men, and it was His Will to give them the desire of their hearts. I suggest that retrieval would have been impossible without God’s help. Elisha would not have asked where the axe fell in, if he could see through the water to the bottom, and the young man would not have been dstressed, if he could find it. 

The correlation to the Age of Grace is unmistakeable here. 

Adam, who was created spiritually alive, became spiritually dead. All offspring, including all of us, were physically born in a spiritually dead condition. Jesus Christ, by His resurrection, has the only spiritual life to offer any of us, and by the act of our repentance (turning away from) from unbelief in the eternal life of Christ being offered by His resurrection, made us born again, to become spiritually alive.

The axe at the bottom of the river was a “picture” of a spiritually dead person. The stick placed in the water, is a picture of the tree that Jesus Christ shed His blood upon, which totally removed all sin. Note carefully, that just the axe floating on top of the water, on the stick, does not mean the axe could be used for anything. That axe had to be put into use. Salvation is not by the forgiveness of sin, but this is a part of it. Salvation is the by the life of Christ inside of a born again believer An axe does not go by itself to hew wood. A believer can not do one single thing for God in their own effort. The axe is used to hew wood, when it is under the control of the user. A believer can only be available for God, when they are under the power of the Holy Spirit, to produce Fruit of the Spirit. To me, this is good news!  

OCTOBER 20, 2002

(1)
EXODUS 33:11

(2)
JOHN 4:24

(3)
ROMANS 12:1,2

(1)
“So the Lord spoke to Moses, face to face, as a man speaks to his friend. And he would return to camp, but his servant Joshua the son of Nun, a young man, did not depart from the tabernacle”

(2)
“God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth”

(3)
“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service”

Commentary

Friends, this is all about how to worship Jesus Christ. Anyone who is a believer can do it, if they want to. All you need is the Word of God and an act of your will.

Moses met The Angel of The Lord, the pre-incarnate Jesus Christ on Mount Sinai. The purpose was to receive rules and regulations of conduct, which by the way, not one human being has ever kept. The subtle statement in passage (1), is that Joshua stayed behind, after Moses left with the Lord’s decree. Joshua did not talk to the Lord, nor did he receive any revelations, he just stayed there and waited. The point is, that if the Lord was to reveal anything to Joshua, he was ready and waiting. This was worship.

Notice the use of capitals in passage (2). The upper case Spirit is the Holy Spirit, the definite article of the word Spirit, if you will. The lower case spirit is not the definite article, but rather is talking about your spirit inside of you. The realm of truth that is referred to here is what God says, and there is only one source of this during the Dispensation of Grace (now), and that is the Word of God, Jesus Christ. 

In passage (3), we are not at Mount Sinai receiving rules and regulations like Moses. We are not being ordered to do anything here, which is why Paul is using the word “beseech” which is to recommend and suggest. The reference is to brethren ONLY, which means that there is no human being other than a born again believer, with Jesus Christ living inside of them as the Holy Spirit, that can worship God. This completely negates the so called worship efforts of billions of people living on this earth that are following a false god, any god other than Jesus Christ Messiah. Much more shocking, is the fact that there are “professors” of Christ, that are not “possessors” of Christ, because they have not been converted. Millions are sitting in buildings called churches, calling themselves Christians, and they have no relationship whatsoever with the Resurrected Life of Christ. 

The reason that the Word of God is so essential to worshipping God, is because there is no other way to discern God’s warnings about the actions of your will. The path of all born again believers ends at the same destination, eternal life In Jesus Christ. How you travel through your life in a body of flesh is your choice. Myself, I try (although I am not always successful) to regulate my interaction with others, by being available for God to use, just like Joshua was waiting for any initiation by God to appear. 

All bodies of flesh will carry out whatever the brain commands them to do. This is why it is indispensable to spend time in the Bible, so that Christ can speak to you as the Holy Spirit is teaching you. This is what worship is, a reasonable service of being available to God. By the way, the word “holy” in passage (3) has nothing to do with us being anything holy. It means available for use by God. This is why there were things like “holy” dishes and so on mentioned in the Old Covenant. They were for use in the Tabernacle. All born again believers today are the Tabernacle of God, and it will be this way for eternity, as explained in Revelation, where it describes the New Jerusalem. There is no temple in the New Jerusalem.  

OCTOBER 13, 2002

1 KINGS 17:9

1 KINGS 17:14

“Arise, go to Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, and dwell there. See, I have commanded a widow there to provide for you”

“For thus says the Lord God of Israel: “The bin of flour shall not be used up, nor shall the jar of oil run dry, until the Lord sends rain on the earth””

Commentary

Friends, let’s get the background to this account. Elijah has fled from wicked queen Jezebel for fear of his life, after the defeat of the prophets of Baal. The prophets of Baal, among other things, worshipped sex.( I have also found the worship of sex in my investigations of false belief systems , and especially pagan gatherings).

This passage says Elijah has traveled to Zaraphath, which is a city somewhere around where Haifa is today, which is far north of Jerusalem. Elijah meets a widow there that is really low on groceries! There is nothing more than a morsel of flour and a few drops of oil. (It is interesting that in our modern food studies, it has been learned that bread alone, and water, is enough to sustain human life). Every day, they used up the flour and the oil, and behold, the very next day, there was another day supply. The empty containers were filled each and every day by the Lord Jesus Christ.

Incidentally, as a side note here, notice the Lord Jesus Christ is named as the Lord God of Israel. This alone, reveals the incorrect doctrine that some teach, that the Church has replaced Israel. He is the Alpha and Omega, and He never changes. That means today, as in eternity, Jesus Christ is the Lord God of Israel.

The analogy here of an empty container, that is filled daily by the Lord, is directly applicable to all believers. That is all I am, and that is all any believer is, an empty container. None of us have anything to offer God, nothing! Only the Fruit of the Holy Spirit can produce anything for God, because it is totally from God. The only reward that any believer is going to receive, is the one that is a reward for what the Holy Spirit did in and through a believer. All the rest is wood, hay and stubble, and is going to be refined in the fire, as Paul described. There are so many today that are as busy as ants in an anthill, doing what they think is consecration to the Lord. Beware of this type of activity, in my opinion it is at epidemic levels in buildings called churches. God is the initiator, we are the responder. We are available to glorify Jesus Christ by our willingness to be used by Him. No person will speak on behalf of God’s will for anyone. 

I have seen napkin holders printed with the words “Give us this day our daily bread”, with a picture of some food by the phrase. I have heard speaking of “grace” at dinner tables that seem to be focused only on the food on the table. The daily bread is not food, it is the Word of God. The Word of God is Jesus Christ.   

Also notice how the widow was commanded what to do by the Lord. This does not necessarily mean the The Angel of the Lord (the pre incarnate Jesus Christ) has appeared to this woman. In my opinion, the Lord put the thought into this woman’s mind. This is the way God is in control of everything, even the wicked people. He is omniscient. I can only speak for myself here, but beyond any doubt, Jesus Christ has intervened into the minds of people I have come across, in order to carry out His will for me.    

OCTOBER 6, 2002

2 PETER 1:8,9

“For if these things are yours, and abound, you will neither be barren or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. For he who lacks these things is short-sighted, even to blindness, and has forgotten that he was purged from his old sins”

Commentary

Friends, the “things” described here are all rooted in the Fruit of the Spirit, being part of the true vine which is Jesus Christ. Think of how the fruit of a tree contains a seed that grows to make another tree, rather than the absurd notion that a new tree can bypass this growth. It takes time.

In exactly the same way, when we display the Fruit of the Spirit, we are growing in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. When we fail to do this, we are called ineffective. The more knowledge we have of Christ living in and through us, the more we are going to grow. This is where I have found a real “barometer” to use. All kinds of people talk about  “Lord” or “God” or even “the big guy upstairs”, but they avoid getting Jesus Christ in the discussion. Usually, when I bring Jesus Christ into the discussion, those that are likely saved, but act dead, get real uncomfortable. Those that are unsaved and lost, either run away, or get abusive and rude.  

These passages illustrate the finality of the Cross. Those who try to get saved by joining a church, signing a paper, eating wafers, or getting dunked in water may be an example of a false conversion. Those believers that are going to confession booths, or reciting 1John 1:9 over and over, are being called short sighted and blind, and in my opinion act as “professors of Christ” rather than “possessors of Christ”.

There are some I have come across that jump on this verse, to say “see, we have only been cleansed of our past sins, so we have to do 1John 1:9 to wash ourselves”. What they fail to see in this passage, is that the past sin is the one I did a “second” ago,  (and ALL future ones). We who are born again are Children of the Living God, and all of our sins (past, present and future) are behind God’s back, never to be seen again. When a person does not see the finality of the work upon the cross, they are hindered from moving forward to bear the Fruit of the Spirit.

The calling and election referred to in the next verse is referring to the one time act of being born again, not losing salvation, either of the spirit or the soul. The wicked one uses this deception extremely well, and I know some people who try to accept and teach that there is some kind of “super duper Saint” that is better than the other Saints, because they confess sin to get cleansed. Chosen and elect is only referring to Jew and Gentile. There are definitely people who are actually born again that never do a thing to grow, because it is difficult to do anything when you are blind.

What then is the knowledge of Jesus Christ? Well, part of it, is that He died for the sins of the whole world. If you do not have this knowledge, then how can you grow in the knowledge of Christ? You are stuck at an impasse so to speak, like being in the middle of a bridge (which is really what the Cross is, a bridge that allows people to stand before God in the Righteousness of Jesus Christ). When you cross a bridge, do you stand in the middle of it, or do you go across to the other side? The analogy of this was clearly seen in the Old Covenant (Old Testament) where many did not even get to the “bridge” and wandered around in the Sinai desert for 40 years, or could not enter the promised land, because of unbelief and a lack of faith. 

SEPTEMBER 29, 2002

TITUS 3:4-7

“But when the kindness and love of God our Savior toward man appeared, not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy, He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior, that having been justified by His Grace we should become heirs according to the hope of eternal life”

Commentary

Friends, this is Paul teaching Titus what to do as a teacher. 

The love of God is described in 1Corinthians 13, and there is not one human being anywhere that can claim they love like this. Religious dogma (in error) makes claim that man can keep this “Agape Love (perfect love)”, or this passage is used plenty during wedding ceremonies, as if the newly married couple could uphold this perfect love (which is absolutely impossible). 

God is the always the initiator and man is the responder. Jesus Christ came out of eternity to take on an “earth suit of a Hebrew man”. His death, burial (which proved he died), and resurrection (defeat of death), sealed the new covenant available to all human beings who were born in flesh (spiritually dead in Adam). Even the unsaved world has accepted the term of “BC” and “AD”, which is really “before Cross” and “Eternal life by faith in the Resurrection of Jesus Christ”.  

The only way that any of us can receive eternal life is by FAITH in the Gospel, which includes the resurrection. Paul taught how those without faith in the resurrection are to be pitied of all people. Salvation is not getting your sins forgiven, (it is a part of it), but rather, Salvation is faith in the fact that Jesus Christ was resurrected from the dead, and ascended into Heaven. 

If more religious “machinery” taught this, which is the Gospel, many could stop spending time discussing “armenianism”, “calvinisim”, loss of salvation, “worthy” and “unworthy” Christians, “filling” and “emptying” of the Holy Spirit, and trying to keep short accounts with God by confessing sin with altar calls, 1John 1:9, or confession booths.

If any man or woman has truly repented of the sin of unbelief in Jesus Christ Messiah, they are born again (John 3), and the Holy Spirit indwells them as a result of TOTAL forgiveness of all sins, past, present and future. This faith produces Grace that is poured out upon the believer, which is sufficient to guarantee eternal life, in Christ Jesus.    

 SEPTEMBER 22, 2002

2 SAMUEL 7:10

“And I will provide a place for my people Israel and will plant them so they can have a home of their own and no longer be disturbed. Wicked people will not oppress them anymore, as they did at the beginning 

Commentary

Friends, before I continue, I draw attention to the fact that all through this chapter, Israel is referred to as “my people”. Even today, there are still teachers of incorrect doctrine that claim either the Church has replaced Israel, or that the tribe of Ephraim is the United States. The Word of God is the only authority, and it does not describe anything even resembling these ideas. 

I chose this passage, because there are many who are not born again who think that the United States, or Russia, or the United Nations are somehow going to provide a place for the Hebrews. It has not happened for thousands of years, and it will never happen until Jesus Christ comes back to the earth, with His Church (born again believers) to rule the earth with a rod of iron. If you doubt this, pick up any newspaper this week, and see if Israel is living in a home of  their own without any oppression. 

Let’s carry on with that second to last sentence, back to the earth with His Church. In NO WAY is anyone building the kingdom of God here on earth right now. There are several religious factions with millions of followers that think they are. You can usually recognize them by their efforts to change the world into a place without the hopeless depravity of mankind being demonstrated. Man’s heart is desperately wicked, because the Bible says so. I said this last week, that believers are to clean up the “fish” not clean up the “fishbowl”. Rather than self-pride in what they think they are doing, believers are to be active in two major areas, making disciples, and loving those in the Body of Christ. In my opinion the best passage for explaining what the activity of the Church is to be in the Age of Grace is in Matthew 13. These have been labeled the “mystery parables of the Kingdom”. They are not a mystery because they are some kind of secret, they are a mystery because the Hebrews had no way of knowing that Jesus Christ was going to offer the Gentiles eternal life by repenting of the sin of unbelief in Him, and accepting the resurrection. Paul talked about this many times.

Salvation is accomplished by the Holy Spirit entering a spiritually dead man or woman., to make them spiritually alive In Christ. No “saving” is done by any member of the human race, saved or unsaved. The task is not to deliver “babies” in Christ, but to feed them the “milk” and then the “meat” of the Gospel. 

Only when the nation of Israel realizes that the Jesus Christ is the Messiah, during the Day of the Lord, which includes the Tribulation described in the book of Revelation, 2 Samuel 7 will be fulfilled. In the meantime, the Body of Believers is to make itself available to the Hebrews, but never condemn or ridicule those who are unable to grasp discipleship

SEPTEMBER 15, 2002

1 SAMUEL 26:8,9

“Then Abishai said to David, “God has delivered your enemy into your hand this day. Now therefore, please, let me strike him at once with the spear, right to the earth; and I will not have to strike him a second time.” And David said to Abishai, “Do not destroy him; for who can stretch out his hand against the Lord’s anointed, and be guiltless?”

Commentary

Friends, let me explain the background here, to those not familiar with this period of time. Israel had decided that they wanted a King over them, no matter what, just like the tribes and people living around them. So, the Lord (Jesus Christ, The Angel of The Lord at that time) gave Israel the wishes of their heart, despite the unwise request. Saul was the first King of Israel, Saul became an ungodly king, and Saul looked magnificent to the Hebrews. David understood that the Lord God had placed this ungodly King in power. Nevertheless, God had put Saul into office, and that meant that David was going to submit to it, no matter what. Time after time, David had the chance to slay Saul, and kept sparing Saul’s life. Abishai offered to get rid of Saul for David, and David continued to spare Saul’s life.

This event was yet another example how David lived by faith, without which it is impossible to please God. David is already obeying Hebrews 10:30, which has not even been written yet! 

How about you and I? Do we let God handle our enemies, or do we try to take things into our own hands? I have learned many times, how stupid it is for me to try to do things myself. I continue to learn, that I can only walk by faith, if I trust in Jesus Christ. This is the number one reason I never join any group that is trying to “clean up the world to make it a better place”. Believers are here to clean up the “fish”, not the “fishbowl”. There will always be politicians for us to complain about. There will always be others who sin against us. We will always sin ourselves, even as believers, but the Blood of Christ has taken away ALL of our sin; past, present and future.   

I have found the most difficult thing to remember, is that the Lord’s vengeance may not take place until the Great White Throne judgment. The Lord does not chastise the devil’s children. Jesus Christ does chastise his children. In all of my weakness of flesh, I have to remember this. This is what faith in Jesus Christ really is. 

SEPTEMBER 8, 2002

GALATIANS 3:10

“For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse; for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who does not continue in all things which are written in the book of the law, to do them””

Commentary

Friends, I am taking on a subject that I find very disturbing, all those that teach that believers are supposed to “tithe” in the Age of Grace. 

The reference above quoted Deuteronomy 27:26. The believers in Galatia were warned that they had become “bewitched” and had turned away from the freedom of being In Christ. In Galatia at this time, were a group of people that were teaching a mixture of Law and Grace. We still seem to have this group today, on television, in books, and yes, in buildings called “churches”. 

If you are tithing today, you are attempting to keep the law. If you are doing this, you are condemned to fail, because the Word says no flesh will be justified by keeping the Law. 

Believers fulfill the law completely by loving those in the Body of Believers, something that only a redeemed person indwelt by the Holy Spirit can do. 

Believers give cheerfully to what they are motivated to give to, and the amounts are not the issue. 

When I first contacted my Brother for this site, Ted, I gave my time and money cheerfully to set up and run the site. Ted gave me CD’s of the shows. Another donated web space. None of this was “tithing”. All of us did this to give to the teaching of the Body of Believers. 

The bottom line is this, if you are tithing, you are under a curse, because you are trying to uphold the Law. You cannot lose your Salvation, because that is not possible when Christ is living inside of you as the Holy Spirit. Don’t tithe, give cheerfully, as God enables you. Some can give very little, some can give very much. Be lead by the Spirit, not what a man is frightening you with.
AUGUST 25, 2002

SEPTEMBER 1, 2002

LUKE 9:59 LUKE 9:60

“”He said to another man “Follow Me.”But the man replied, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.”  Jesus said to him “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the Kingdom of God””

Commentary

Friends, at first glance, Luke 9:59 may sound like cruel remarks. Today, when someone dies, there is usually a religious ceremony of sorts one afternoon, followed by a picnic or get together after. What is the issue of this man going to bury his father?

When this event happened, Jesus Christ had come to man in an “earth suit covering”, and He taught under the Law. This meant that elaborate arrangements over a long period of time were required when death of a Hebrew occurred. Weeks of mourning, fasting, praying, turned into years. 

What the man is really saying is an excuse. It could take over a year before he is ready to follow the Lord. How does this man know how long he will be alive? This man did not know, anymore than anyone will ever know their number of days in a flesh body. One life, then the judgment. That’s it, no re-incarnation, no purgatory, nothing except one life, then the judgment. All human beings are born spiritually dead. Today, being born again, means that the life of Christ by His Resurrection and victory over death is living inside of all those who have repented of the sin of unbelief.  . 

Ted discussed this so well in John 39, I recommend that you download and review that presentation and listen. Dead is referring to spiritually dead, those with hostility towards Jesus Christ, by their act of unbelief. Once again, every human is born spiritually dead. It is not forgiveness of sin that gives us spiritual life, although this is a step in the process. God is not teaching us to follow Jesus Christ for the sole purpose of getting into Heaven, although that is the end result. A born again believer has all of their past, present, and future sins taken away (not just forgiven) at the point in time that they repent of the sin of unbelief in Jesus Christ. At this point, Jesus Christ then lives in the born again believer as the Holy Spirit, not just to forgive sins, but to give eternal life. This is what proclaiming the Kingdom of God is about. Eternal life, based on accepting by faith, the resurrection of Jesus Christ. There are all sorts of religious congregations where spiritually dead people go forth to an altar call, confess to a priest, or pray 1John 1:9, as an act to seek forgiveness of sins. Many of them remain just as spiritually dead as they were before they did this. In the Age of Grace, God is not dealing with us on the basis of forgiveness of sin, although He HAS ALREADY taken them away past, present and future, at His work upon the Cross at Calvary. A born again believer confesses their sin as a way of AGREEING with God that they commit a sin, even after being born again. I do this often, and so should you. When I have been convicted by the Holy Spirit of committing a sin, I thank my Lord, Jesus Christ, for having washed me of all un-righteousness, and given me His Grace, which is sufficient for whatever I have done. I will leave it up to you to look up the (example) passage in the Bible where Paul asks the Lord to take away an affliction, and is told that Grace is sufficient to cover his iniquity.    

AUGUST 11, 2002

1 CORINTHIANS 13:5

“It is not rude, it is not self seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.”

Commentary 

Friends, let’s continue with our self-appraisal.

A born again believer is likely to:

Avoid insisting on having their own way

Avoid quick temper 

Leave the past alone

A person who is not born again is likely to:

Demand their own way

Be easily provoked, even dangerous

Keep detailed records of what everyone else did wrong

It is not possible for any of us to match God’s Love, therefore, do not turn these attributes into a legalistic system of works for yourself. I cannot even begin to uphold these, however, when I do not, I will feel the truth of the fact that I have failed again. Hallelujah that we have a Lord over us who is so merciful! If you are a born again child of the Living God, Jesus Christ, all your sins have already been forgiven. Why not take a moment to thank and praise The Lord?

AUGUST 18, 2002

1 CORINTHIANS 13:4

“Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.”

Commentary

Friends, we will never measure up to the love described here, because this is God’s love, “Agape Love”. Nevertheless, the fruit of the Spirit is love (Galatians 5:22), and only in this way, can any person display “characteristics” of this Agape love. 

I have discovered that when I study the way I act, and consider the attributes of this verse, the weakness of my flesh is revealed, and the fruit of the Spirit is displayed. There is some of each, and this is the result of being born again, and living in a body of flesh. 

None of us can judge if a person is born again, but we can look at their behavior in these topics, and make observations. Have a look at yourself, and see how you make out. 

A born again believer is likely to:

Have self restraint

Have interest in another’s benefit

Not dwell on wishing for what others have

Avoid proclaiming self greatness

Avoid self pride, the sin of the fallen one

A person who is not born again is likely to:

Retaliate

Care less about anyone else

Wallow in jealousy of others

Desire to always be the center of attention

Display pride and sound like the devil, proclaiming what “they will” do

AUGUST 4, 2002

ACTS 12:24

“But the Word of God grew and multiplied”

Commentary

Friends, it is interesting that nothing is ever going to stop the Word of God growing, and nothing is ever going to decrease the number of born again believers in the Church. No born again believer can lose their salvation, and no matter what becomes of their body of flesh, that individual will appear in Heaven, before the Throne of God. The Church is an eternal body, and will be with Jesus Christ forever! Hallelujah!

JULY 28, 2002

ACTS 12:22,23

“And the people kept shouting, “The voice of a god, and not of a man!”. And immediately an angel of the Lord struck him, because he did not give glory to God. And he was eaten by worms, and died” 

Commentary 

Friends, I felt like I have been watching a scene like this all week in the media. Hundreds of thousands giving glory to a man. I know nothing of the motivation of this man, and nothing about whether he is born again or not. In this passage of Acts, the king is displaying exactly what Jesus Christ hates, PRIDE. God is NEVER going to share His Glory with anyone or anything. Isaiah 42:8 clearly indicates this. This event took place in the dispensation of Law, and God judged the king immediately. Jesus Christ never changes, so He is going to judge every individual in the dispensation of Grace, who denies the Gospel, with eternal death, at the Great White Throne Judgment. Every soul and spirit at that Judgment will perish forever, being separated from the only living God. They will all have a chance to present their defense, and the Word of God says each and every one will be sentenced to eternal torment. It is tragic that there are those who preach and teach today, who are just as filled with pride as this king was. They may think they are getting away with it, because they are not judged as this king was. They will see the wrath of God, you can be sure of it. The only difference in this age, is that they will be given a chance to repent of the sin of unbelief in the resurrected Jesus Christ until their last moment in flesh. That is God’s mercy, and I am astounded by the patience and longsuffering of our Lord, Jesus Christ, Messiah.  

JULY 21, 2002

ACTS 12:13,14,15

“And as Peter knocked at the door of the gate, a girl named Rhoda , came to answer. When she recognized Peter’s voice, because of her gladness, she did not open the gate, but ran in and announced that Peter stood before the gate. But they said to her, “You are beside yourself!” Yet she kept insisting that it was so. So they said “it is his angel”. 

Commentary 

Friends, we all have times where we are so incredibly miniscule before the Lord. I am always thankful that He never forsakes us, even though we are so weak and hopeless!

These passages, in my opinion, demonstrate humor that God has placed in His Word. 

The group that Rhoda calls to, believes that Peter has been slain. They show disbelief, a lack of  faith, in the very thing they have been praying for! (God hears and answers prayers, but never unless it works for our growth in Him). 

How many times all of us doubt in our prayers being heard, let alone answered. How gracious and loving Jesus Christ is to live inside of us and longsuffer. 

This group is sitting around arguing over the reasons that Peter is not supposed to be at the door, while they are gathered to pray for him. I think this is very amusing.   

JULY 14, 2002

ACTS 12:12

“So when he (Peter) had considered this, he came to the house of Mary, the mother of John whose surname was Mark, where many were gathered together praying”

Commentary 

Friends, the first question I seem to always be asked, when I meet another who calls themselves a Christian, is what “church” I belong to. Well, I am the Church, and so is every single person who has the Holy Spirit living inside of them. 

Don’t misunderstand, there is nothing wrong with meeting others in a building that calls itself a church, as long as the Word of God is studied, and provided that there is not a religious system, or entertainment mechanism that has replaced the only relationship in the universe that matters, a personal relation with the living Christ.

The group described in this verse is the early Church, perhaps a hundred years or more after the Day of Pentecost, which was the birth of the Church. This Church is a body of believers, and this group is meeting in a house. They were praying for Simon Peter, who had been imprisoned. It is conjecture on my part to say this, but I suspect the Church met at this house because it was big enough to hold the group. It is true that this time in history was one of Church persecution, but the same is true today for believers in say China, India, or an Arab state. 

How we have forgotten, that in North America, we have an over emphasis on denominations and religious systems, and a lack of Christ centered teaching. 

To put it bluntly, if your group does not teach based on the resurrected and only living God, Jesus Christ, the Jesus of  John 8:28, (not the false “jesus” of those who may knock at your front door), get out of that gathering as quick as you can, because you are better off alone with the Word of God, and the Holy Spirit teaching you the truth.  

JULY 7, 2002

PSALM 46:10

“Be still, and know that I am God: I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth!”

Commentary 

Friends, this verse is so straight forward, yet it has such deep meaning. There are many believers that are concerned about the way things are taking place in and around their life today. I find myself asking questions too. We don’t have to worry, we have to be still! When this passage was written, the Holy Spirit was on the earth, and today when we read this, the Holy Spirit is on the earth and inside every born again believer. 

Jesus Christ is the Alpha and the Omega, and never changes. He came out of eternity to make Himself known to us.

We are puny, weak and corrupt human flesh, because Adam fell. Why is it we think we can do anything for God in our own power?

If you are not familiar with the story of the prodigal son,  read about the prodigal son’s brother. This wretched and disgusting complainer had attributes that are found in religious circles and church buildings today. 

First example, no one will know the day and hour of the Lord’s return for the born again believers, yet if you search the internet, you will find dozens of ongoing exact predictions. 

Second example, no one can offer anything to God, other than by the Fruit of the Spirit, yet whole denominations exist for the purpose of applying legalistic and useless human works to themselves and those unfortunate enough to be bound in their snare. 

Third example, the only words that God is speaking to man since the Day of Pentecost in Acts 2, are in the Word of God. A prophet today is one who has heard the Word of God repeated to them in some way. There is nothing to add or take away. Yet, if you search the internet, you will find dozens of sites that claim God has given them some new revelation. 

Fourth example, we become concerned with what we see going on in the world. We should recall that all evil people are under the complete and total control of Jesus Christ. Why then are we worried? The Bible says that Christ has already defeated them all, and one day will make them His footstool!

So be still, and know that Jesus Christ is God. Do not be concerned about tommorrow, because God is already there. 

This is the rest of the believer today, every day of the week, In Christ.

JUNE 30, 2002

JOHN 14:15

“If you love me, keep My commandments”

Commentary 

Friends, this weeks thread was inspired from Ted’s talk for this week. His commentary on this verse is a root of understanding the Christian life. 

If you look in 1Thessalonians 5:12-28, you will find guidance to what the Holy Spirit works in Saints. As always, we can do nothing that pleases God, as a result of efforts in our flesh. Faith in Jesus Christ produces Fruit of the Spirit, and is of God. Religious systems are often idolatry, and in my opinion, this is the major reason that so many in this world live as if God does not even exist. Worse yet, in my opinion, this is why there are many people attending services in church buildings, that do not know the difference between the Lord and a lamp post!

As with all translations into english, we look at the original text. This word translated as “keep”, is better understood as “holding fast to”. If we had to “keep” all the instructions in 1Thessalonians 5:12-28, we would be the same as those who tried to uphold the Old Covenant Law, and would fail. 

The evidence of a believers love for Christ is the obedience to the Word of God. There are undisciplined believers that do not understand this love relation to Jesus Christ. I have always managed to find a person somewhere, who states that they are a believer, commits fornication, and behaves in direct violation of the warning of Hebrews 13. Even worse, is a believer who thinks they are keeping “short accounts” with God, as a result of claiming they adhere to every commandment. This is pride, the primary reason for the fall of the wicked one, and is rooted in lies. 

So what should we do when we do not measure up? Well, all of us are in this category, if we are truthful. This is where we show our love for the Lord, by agreeing that we still sin, even as believers. His righteousness cleanses us from our unrighteousness. This is obedience to the Lord, being in total dependence upon Jesus Christ, and NOTHING else. Unfortunately, many think that confession of their sin is an altar call, a reciting of 1John 1:9, or some religious ritual that is a man generated idolatry. Agreeing that we have fallen into a snare of sin, should ultimately result in turning away from that sin, even though Grace will always be sufficient to cover all of our iniquities.  

JUNE 23, 2002

JUDGES 16:20

. . . “And she said, “The Philistines are upon you Samson!” . . . But he did not know that the Lord had departed from him”

Commentary 

Friends, it is crucially important when studying the Old Testament, to remember these are descriptions from a different dispensation. They are not from the Age of Grace, which we are in now.

However, since the Lord Jesus Christ never changes, there will always be consistency about the way the Lord acts in a person’s life. This is my focus here, which is a portion of the long description of Samson’s life.

Samson was clearly an odd choice to deliver Israel. This is the way it is today, the Lord chooses many weak people to use for His purpose. This confounds the strong of the world, because they do not understand. 

Samson was decreed by the Lord to be a Nazarite. This meant strict adherance to the Law of being a Nazarite, which included not putting a razor to the hair. In the Age of Grace, we are free from all forms of Law, when Christ indwells us as the Holy Spirit (being born again). This also means that nothing we do in our flesh power has any worth to God. There are some out there today, trying to be some kind of a Nazarite, and they are wasting their time by doing so. 

Nazarites made a covenant with God, to adhere to a Law. The punishment was severe for Samson, because he broke the covenant. Born again believers may make covenants with God today, and when they break them, it is an insult to the Lord. For example, it is pointless to proclaim that if one will move from being poor to being rich, in a prayer, that then they will give all kinds of money to what they think serves God’s needs. Don’t misunderstand, there is nothing wrong with giving, but to put it in terms of cutting some sort of “deal” with God is “kooky”. 

The reason Samson could accomplish his feats, was because when he did, it was only because the Lord was “indwelling” him. When the Lord departed, he could do nothing. A person today,  has a one time permanent arrangement available, to be indwelt by the Lord as the Holy Spirit, and once this happens, the Holy Spirit will never leave the individual. They can do all things In Christ Jesus, and it will never be their works, but the Fruit of the Holy Spirit. 

Samson cut his hair, broke his covenant as a Nazarite, and the Lord judged him. 

Today, if a born again believer breaks a covenant they have made, the Lord does not leave them, but they have grieved the Holy Spirit that lives in them. They are not going to be “zapped” by God. but it can decrease their bearing of Fruit. Some believers so grieve the Holy Spirit, it looks like they are not even born again.   

JUNE 16, 2002

PHILIPPIANS 4:6,7

“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus”  

Commentary 

Friends, if you feel the way I do, this world is not a place that supports contentment. What goes on all around us will likely be blamed for both frustration and worry (which can lead to fear).

Anyone who claims that a born again believer will escape trials in this world is incorrect. But God’s will is to guide us in our struggles, giving us the Fruit of the Holy Spirit. Often, the two major sources of my anxiety is an emotional response to evil I witness, and great drive to get the Gospel to the lost. 

I have learned that I have stumbled upon two snares in my anxiety. The world is not going to be transformed by the Church in the Age of Grace, and only the Holy Spirit is going to cause any person to be born again. I have realized that giving in to impulsive urges is not God’s will for me. Rather, I have come to understand that it is the Holy Spirit living inside of me that becomes grievous, when I become anxious. 

I must therefore not be anxious for anything, and instead, give my feelings and emotions to the Lord Jesus Christ, because only He can supply His Grace, which is sufficient to supply all of my needs. There is only one way to talk about this to God, and that is through prayer. 

This is only one of the reasons I want to pray. There is no other way for me to be able to experience so many of the blessings of God upon my household’s life. May those who read this, discover the same for their life.   

JUNE 9, 2002

2 SAMUEL 17:23

. . . “Ahitophel” . . . “put his household in order, and hanged himself, and died; and he was buried in his father’s tomb”

Commentary 

Friends, there are always going to be some who choose to take their life. I have known four who have. I do not know if they were born again believers. If they were not, they died spiritually dead and without hope.

What does the Word of God say about this act, for a born again believer in the Age of Grace? As extreme as it sounds, I would not be suprised if somebody who was born again has taken their life. Personally, I can not understand such reasoning, but do suggest that it has occurred somewhere. 

It is a conclusion of some, for a born again believer, that this act will result in eternal separation from God. Such a conclusion is in error, and contradicts New Testament Scripture. 

Why am I writing on this subject? Well first, if there is somebody out there reading this who knows an example of this occurring, despite the loss of rewards, the person who committed suicide had spiritual life. Second, in no way should any person abandon all faith in the Lord, by thinking they are better off by deciding when their life in flesh is to end. 

Ahitophel was plotting wickedness. He had devised a plot for the capture and even death, of King David. God intervened in the mind of Absalom (David’s son), for Absalom to choose an alternate plan. We do not know exactly why Ahitophel hung himself, but it was carefully calculated. Ahitophel lived in the Age of Law, and did not have the Grace of Jesus Christ available, unless he believed God by faith, in the coming Messiah. This was the only hope of those under Law. They would receive eternal life after the finished work of the Cross, if they had the faith to believe in God. It was then, as it is now, impossible to please God without faith. 

If a person is a child of God, born again, with the Holy Spirit living inside of them, they are spiritually saved. Romans 8:1 tells us that there is no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus. Condemnation includes eternal death of the spirit, and separation from God. In Christ Jesus,  means the Holy Spirit is living inside the individual.

Don’t mis-understand, it is completely incorrect for a person to take their life. But when it happens, we who are still in our flesh, have no authority to make any judgements. It is in God’s control.   

JUNE 2, 2002

JOHN 15:7

“If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you”

Commentary 

Friends, John 15:7 describes the relationship of born again believers to Jesus Christ. 

The reference to “words”, are from the Word of God. I have been inspired by God speaking to me, and it has always been from the Word of God. I reject any doctrine that comes knocking at my front door, by representatives of a belief based on a different “bible”. The reason is, those words are not His words, but the words of imagination in some authors mind. Oh my, they are quick to point out that they believe in the same God that I do, but they do not. I abide in Jesus Christ, and read His word, because John 15:7 tells me to. These followers of a different Jesus would love to come into my home, and give exegesis from their books. That is the way satan operates, religious, in a church building, or coming in a side door. The devil never attacks the Word of God directly, because he can not. The devil is more clever than any of us will ever be, and often substitutes a twisted and false scripture, for one from the Word of God.

Please understand that John 15:7 is not a prayer “mantra”. We do not even know what we need. Anyone who thinks they have their flesh under control most certainly does not have it under control. We love to ask in prayer for what pleases us, and I am not exempt. Mostly, I try to avoid polarization one way or the other. Let me use money as an example. There is nothing wrong for asking what we need (that is what we think we need), but it is strange to think we are supposed to have nothing also. There is no verse in the Word of God that would indicate we can please our Lord with either riches to give away, or poverty to suffer in. Instead, why not thank our Father for all he provides, and let Him take care of what He already knows we require. This is how I have walked in my life for quite a few years, and the Father has never left me in need.

Prayer will only ever be answered according to God’s will. Elijah was a great example. At first glance, it is tempting to think that Elijah could do all sorts of incredible stuff because he was at the center of many amazing things. It did not stop raining because Elijah said so, it was because Israel was warned about their following of false gods and beliefs, which angered the Lord (Deuteronomy 11). 

We are all made up of a body of flesh. a soul and a spirit. If the spirit does not belong to God, by the repentance of the sin of unbelief in Jesus Christ, a person is spiritually dead, and will never find any peace or joy. We were all created with a desire to turn to dependency on something. It is supposed to be Jesus Christ. When it is not, a substitution is made for those things which never yield peace and joy. Go to any bar, and you will find all kinds of people with misplaced dependencies. Go to any belief system that is not dependent on Christ, and you will find miserable unhappy people that will never know if they are doing enough in their religious belief. Some of these call themselves Christians, a term which in modern times has been so confused and twisted by the devil, that few actually know what the term means. 

The worst news of all, is that when the spirit does not belong to God, no prayer goes to the Father, other than the prayer that repents of unbelief in Jesus Christ. Just as the term christian has lost it’s meaning today, so has the term prayer. Prayer is not a one time event for winning money, or getting past some nasty disease, for the unsaved world.

Prayer is listening to God through His Word, and praying it back to him. If you don’t spend time in the Word of God, prayers are often vain repetitions and mumblings. Prayer is so personal. If you take the time to study God’s Word, you will always have something to pray to Him.

MAY 26, 2002

LUKE 11:1

And it came to pass, as He was praying in a certain place, when He ceased, that one of His disciples said to Him” Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his disciples”

Commentary 

Friends, before I begin, I want to draw your attention to a specific example of those who are in direct violation of last weeks warning in Luke 17:1,2. In a few days, the DVD of the “harry potter” movie will be released. One of the extra menu items on this disc, is instruction on how to cast a spell. Woe to all those who have part in any of this instruction! This is not innocent stuff for kids, but rather a direct proclamation of witchcraft. God hates witchcraft, because He says so in His Word, many times.

This week we take a look at prayer. When Jesus Christ was here, having come covered in flesh, He was asked by the disciples how to pray. Notice that He was never asked for a prayer, which is why He never gave one! There are multitudes of people today that think Jesus gave a prayer for the Church, and this is not correct. He addressed the topic of how to pray, and there are examples in Matthew 5 and 6. The text of Luke 11:2-4 can be incorporated into a prayer, although this was God’s teaching under the Law, and in the Age of Grace, we do not ask forgiveness when we are born again. Sin was taken away at the cross, and in this Age, we agree with God about our sins, and thank him for His forgiveness. We never confess our sins in prayer with a goal of forgiveness, because we are already forgiven. There are all kinds of legalistic and self righteous groups and people that hold doctrines of altar calls, 1John 1:9, confession booths, breathing out of sin and breathing in the spirit and so on. The common problem to all of these, is the believer not knowing if they might have missed a sin. This leads to a terrible bondage, that often culminates in false worry about losing one’s Salvation, which is impossible. 

I could write much on prayer. I encourage you to continue to study this topic in your life. Let me share some of what I study.

Prayer is talking with God. The Holy Spirit that lives inside of a born again believer, takes the prayer of that Saint, to the Lord Jesus Christ, who is seated at the right hand of the Father. There is only one prayer that God ever hears from an unsaved person. The prayer that expresses the repentance from unbelief in Jesus Christ. God hears every single prayer from a Saint, because He is their Father, and they are His children. Once again,”Saints and Aint’s” Prayer is a two way communication, and what God has to say to His Children is ALWAYS in agreement with the Word of God. 

Colossians 4:2 - “Continue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with thanksgiving” 

Each and every time you face the unknown, remember, your Father in Heaven already knows tomorrow. 

Hebrews 4:16 - “Let us therefore come boldly to the Throne of Grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need”

A saint has God living inside of them, as the Holy Spirit. I am always amused at those that stand there with their hands up in the air during prayer. This practice is a carry over from the Jewish nation under Law, when they did not have the grace of God living inside of them. They were reaching out to God, who was distant and outside of them. Saints, you do not have to reach out to God anymore! He is living inside of you. If you want to hold your hands up, go ahead, but do not think it merits any worth. 

I will continue over the next couple of weeks.

God bless all the Saints   

MAY 19, 2002

LUKE 17:1,2

“Then He said to the disciples, “It is impossible that no offenses should come,

but woe to him through whom they do come””

“It would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck , and he were

thrown into the sea, than he should offend one of these little ones”

Commentary 

Friends, this is very strong language, and it is written to those in the world who are not born again. This is not written to born again believers.

Last week we talked about piercings and tattoos. This week, consider people who are seduced into the use of mind altering substances (pharmakia), the use of spells and incantations (witchcraft), or attempting to communicate with the dead (necromancy). Just as it was long ago, these are still prevalent today. Some may  use “ecstasy pills” at dances, or read and recite verses from “harry potter” novels, or watch and imitate television shows such as “crossing over”. 

Don’t misunderstand, I am not saying I am something special because I do not do any of this. Even born again believers can be tempted, but if they are, the Holy Spirit convicts them of the dangers. No born again believer can lose their Salvation, but they can be tempted. A born again believer will repent (that is turn away) from such. This type of repentance is different than the repentance from the sin of unbelief in Jesus Christ, which is the act of being born again by the Holy Spirit, a one time event. 

Woe to the seller of a drug substance, especially one who does so to snare a young person, by giving it to them. Woe to the one who teaches witchcraft to a young person, deceiving them into thinking they can obtain what they desire. Woe to the one who deceives anybody into thinking that contact with a dead person is both possible and achievable. It is a serious offence to cause another person to oppose God with such abominations.

The saddest part of all, is that while the person is in their body of flesh, they may think they are getting away with their offenses. A person who is not born again, when they die, will have no removal of ANY of their sins, and will appear for final judgment at the Great White Throne of  Jesus Christ. How much will the degree of their judgment be, when a person they have snared, also is sentenced to eternal separation from God?  

MAY 12, 2002

1 CORINTHIANS 11:6

“For if a woman is not covered, let her also

be shorn. But if if is shameful for a woman

to be shorn, or shaved, let her be covered.”

Commentary 

Friends, I see all kinds of people today with body piercings and tattoos. According to research of this behavior, young women are more than twice as likely (compared to non pierce and tattoo) to smoke, have intercourse, and use drugs (pharmakia). Young men are more than four times as likely to do the same. 

So what do we say, if the person doing this is a born again believer? Well, all things are permissible for Saints, but not all things are profitable. Some people try to emphasize how “nice and proper” they are, to condemn others. This is self righteousness, which has zero meaning to God. Don’t misunderstand me, I do think tattoos and piercings are very  disturbing. But what should we do in response?

Well, like always, the Bible is right up to date, and our answer is here in 1Corinthians.11. At the time of Paul’s wiriting in the city of Corinth, an unveiled woman was a prostitute, and many of them had shaved heads. These women with shaved heads were harlots for use in the pagan temple of Aphrodite. At the same time, there were also female Saints in Corinth, who correctly stated that since all things are permissible under Grace, they could shave their head and not put a veil on, to conceal it. Well, they were correct, but Paul warned them about the dangers of behaving this way.

The life of a born again believer is never based on what they do and do not do. That is legalism, and it is everywhere today. In my opinion, it reaches levels of complete abomination, when legalism attempts to define who is a “good” saint and who is a “bad” saint. All people are either a Saint or an “ain’t”, and all Saints live in a body of flesh, which has a sin nature. There are Saints who may choose to do what they please, so Grace may abound. This is unprofitable.  

The reason the Word of God warns extensively against activities such as adultery and drug use (pharmakia), is that these can open the door for a legal right by the devil to afflict the Saint. The devil often manages to deceive Saints into believing they can lose their Salvation, which is to deny the finished work of Jesus Christ and Grace. Since our statistics of the first paragraph indicate an increased susceptibility to sexual promiscuity and drug use among those with body piercings and tattoos, why would a Saint desire to be taken into a snare such as this? Stay away from such things, because they can lead to sorrow and destruction. It is not a case of God “zapping you” when you do them, it is the danger of increased temptation to other sin that is associated with body piercings and tattoos.  

There must be some people with tattoos who are Saints. They are still new creations, born again by the Holy Spirit, and what their body has on it should not mean anything to them. They should not appreciate tattoos or body piercings, lest they fall into idolatry.  

MAY 5, 2002

2 TIMOTHY 3:1

“But know this, that in the last days perilous 

times will come:”

Commentary 

Friends, in the Hope For Today newsletter for April, there is a discussion of different contexts where the term “last days” is used. I liked the discussion so much, that I have decided to summarize it for wider distribution. My reason, is so that more people can see how important this is. I have found among those that discuss prophecy, including me, that the majority of disagreements are based on different interpretations of a context of scripture.

(1)
Last days refer to the pouring out of the Holy Spirit upon both Israel and the Gentiles, to form the Body of born again believers. Acts 2:1 tells us that during the Hebrew feast of Shavuot (Pentecost), the last days began. They will continue until the end of the Great Tribulation. 

(2)
Last days refer to Jesus Christ the Messiah being God’s final revelation to all adamic humans. In Hebrews 1:1-3, we are taught that God no longer uses humans as prophets, although I do accept that the Holy Spirit does reveal confirmation of scripture to some. Anything that does not agree with scripture, is from demonic sources. The final Revelation of the Messiah is in Revelation 22:18-19, where we are told that nothing can be added or removed from the Word of God. This wipes out the testimony of many millions of people today who teach extra-scriptural writings.  

(3)
Last days refer to the perils that will come, when the time of the Messiah’s return is close. Many Bible teachers accept that this time is about to arrive, including me. The Great Tribulation will arrive as a “thief in the night” to the rejecting world. It will be the time of the Lord’s vengeance upon a world that has NOT repented of the sin of unbelief in Jesus Christ. Every Hebrew prophet warned about this time period (Zepheniah 1:14-18). Jesus Christ spoke of this time in Matthew 24, Mark 13, and Luke 21. After the Church of born again believers has been removed from the earth, Revelation 6:1-7 says that “For the great day of His wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand.?” 

(4)
Last days refer to the punishment of the wicked. James 5:1-8 tells of a grim scene for those that have heaped treasure together for this time. Isaiah 13:11 warns those who are filled with pride. 

(5)
Last days refer to the promise of the second coming of Jesus Christ. 2 Peter 3:1-14 teaches that all nations who have gathered against Israel (Zecheriah 12:9 and 14:1-3) will be defeated. The destruction will end with the coming of the Messiah to the earth. 

(6)
Last days refer to the construction of the Messianic temple on the top of the mountain. This is not the temple that is waiting to be built in Jerusalem right now. That temple is the one that the antichrist will sit in and proclaim abomination. Isaiah 2:2 teaches the Messianic Age, the glorious time when the King of kings and Lord of lords will rule on all the earth. 

APRIL 28, 2002

DEUTERONOMY 1:43

“So I spoke to you; yet you would not listen, but rebelled against the command of the Lord, and presumptuously went up into the mountain”

Commentary 

Friends, are you walking in faith, or are you walking presumptuously? I examine myself as often as I can.  

This passage in Deuteronomy was addressed to that generation of Hebrews that went up to Kadesh Barnea. They were not walking in faith. If they would have believed God, instead of sending spies into Canaan, they would have had an entirely different experience. 

Today, Jesus Christ is not talking to the Saints outside of the Word of God, although I accept the confirmation of the Word of God in a Saint’s life. So today, a Saint is presumptuous if they look for the Word of God outside of scripture. 

Let me tell you a story that happened in my life. Some years back, I became involved in a company that was organized by a born again believer, actually he was an ex-pastor. This man was highly successful and prosperous in his business. So I acted presumptuously and believed that if I did the same business, then my business would be blessed too. You know, the Lord did not not bless me in that business, and I lost a great deal of money. 

This man I was involved with gave credit to God being his partner. I have no question that the Lord did indeed bless and prosper this man. I made a poor decision and assumed the same would come to pass for me. 

So what happened in the years following all of this? Well, the man who had the successful business went to be with the Lord (died of cancer) within two years of his peak of success. Shortly after, the whole company he was involved in was dismantled, and many had to look for income elsewhere. As for me, I went into an entirely different business, and the Lord has met all of my household’s needs from that time forward. 

I learned the danger of being presumptuous. If any of this story sounds familiar to you, thank the Lord for revealing it in your life as well. 

APRIL 21, 2002

MATTHEW 18:15,16,17

“Moreover, if your brother sins against you, go and tell him

his fault between you and him alone. If he hears you, you 

have gained your brother”

“But, if he will not hear you, take with you one or two more, 

that by the mouth of two or three witnesses, every word 

may be established”

“And, if he refuses to hear them, tell it to the church. But

if he refuses even to hear the church, let him be to you like 

a heathen and a tax collector”

Commentary 

Friends, I am going to use adultery as an example of sin here, which is clearly against the Word of God (Hebrews 13:4).  When there is somebody in the midst of an assembly that is flaunting adultery, and that attitude is becoming prevalent within other members of the assembly, then action is required.  The person flaunting adultery needs to change, for the purpose of protecting others from being tempted.

If you are interested in a deeper study, much is written about this type of action in First and Second Corinthians. In those books, Paul wrote example of the removal of a person from the assembly at Corinth. An attitude was affecting the body of believers at Corinth to sin abundantly so that Grace would abound.  

First, let’s establish what the church is. It is the body of born again believers, not the group that meets at a building called a church, although that group may include many born again believers.  

There is a “church in a building” discipline that does not describe what we are discussing today. The only benchmark that can be used for discipline, is what the Word of God says. 

In the Matthew verses, here is what I am teaching:

First, someone goes to the person and says “you are making a wrong decision here. This is not beneficial for you, and you need to move in a different direction”  If the person replies with something like “Thanks for trying to help, but I am doing what I want to do, so get lost and leave me alone”,  we proceed to the next verse. 

To avoid rumors and gossip in this kind of situation, two or more will go to the person, and confirm the facts, to establish that the activity is happening. The goal is to help and  restore, to bring the person back to the Word of God, so that they can experience the Life of Christ, instead of being trapped in a sinful activity. 

Now, if  the person will not listen to the two or more, then the church becomes involved. The involvement is not for gossip or condemnation, but to tell the person that this is not where they should be. The church should be offering to help the person to see truth.  

After this, if the person continues to reject the outreach of the church, they are to be treated as a gentile. This means the person is considered as not born again. This is very different than a Pastor standing up in front of the congregation, to humiliate a person based on gossip. Instead, the facts have been gathered and confirmed among several in the assembly, and the group is using the Word of God for instruction on how to proceed. This is why it says in verse 18, that the purpose is to loose (set free) the captive, from their affliction. 

Now, as usual, the wicked one may set a trap of deception, and mimic these verses. A common method is to have two people come to your front door, with a book or a doctrine that denies the Deity of Christ. The two or more witnesses are only witnesses of antichrist (that which is against Christ).

Another tactic is to have two or more witnesses refer to an assembly bylaw, which is not from the Word of God. Be especially aware of humanly generated principles of righteousness that are based on historical, non biblical, and legalistic dogma.   

APRIL 14, 2002

PROVERBS 3:11,12

“. . . do not despise the chastening of the Lord, nor detest His correction. For who the Lord loves He corrects. . .”

HEBREWS 12:6 

“For whom the Lord loves, he chastens, and scourges every son whom He receives”

1 JOHN 5:6 (assurance of Salvation)

“. . . And it is the (Holy) Spirit, who bears witness (in the born again believer), because the (Holy) Spirit is truth” 

REVELATION 3:19 (to those in the gathering at Laodicea, who are not indwelt by the Holy Spirit, the assembly that Christ spews (vomits) out of His mouth) 

“As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be zealous and repent” (of the sin of unbelief in Christ Jesus)

Commentary 

Friends, if you look up the meaning of “scourge”, you will find reference to “an agent of punishment, destruction, or severe criticism” Auxiliary to this, is reference to a roman whip that had a bone piece woven in, to remove pieces of flesh!

The use of this word “scourge” is the best example I know of, where a word misses the true meaning of what is being said. This does NOT mean the Bible is corrupted. It does mean that the meaning has to be researched more from the context of the Scripture. Before I proceed, notice two lessons for all of us here.

First lesson, do not be misled and deceived by those that argue tiny details and semantics of the Bible. I have found more than one cult that uses this to teach false doctrine. Jesus Christ is full of Grace and Truth, and when He is living inside of a born again believer, that person has the truth in them, in order to understand. The things of God are foolishness to those without the Holy Spirit living inside of them. 

Second lesson, do not be misled by the unbiblical sales pitch that if you trust Christ, then all the problems of life are solved. If you go way back to the book of Job, you will see “suffering of evil”. The good news is that God will not test you with more than you can overcome. I can personally testify to this.  

The story of the disciples in a boat during a storm is the best description of what we are looking at today. First, ALL the disciples were IN the ship. In otherwords, there is no such thing as being “in and out” of fellowship with Christ, any more than there were disciples “in and out” of the ship. And all the disciples who were in the ship made it through the storm and arrived on dry land. We are not told in Scripture how many waves were in the storm, any more than we can say how many trials we will have here on earth in our flesh.   

Disciple is the same word root as discipline. In my opinion, our Father in Heaven is not taking delight in “disciplining” us, which is actually “discipling” us. Born again believers go through “child training”. This is where the word chasten comes in. Chasten is not punish. When He chastens us, He “child trains” us. God deals this way with His children. It is not punishment, but it can be severe and it can hurt. Scripture does not teach the escape of discipling, but rather, how to endure discipling. God is training His children for an eternal career, not an earthly career. 

APRIL 7, 2002

PSALM 107:39-42 (taken from the Dead Sea Scrolls)

“(39)When their numbers decrease and they are brought low through

oppression, calamity, and sorrow.(40)the one who pours contempt 

on princes makes them wander in trackless wastes(41)but then he lifts 

up the needy in their affliction and on his account makes their families 

like flocks(42)the upright see all this and are glad; and as for all 

wickedness, he keeps its mouth shut”

I agree with others who say that Psalm 107:39-42 describes the end of the tribulation period, during the years 2007-2008. 

This will be my only discussion of this topic until seven years from now.  If a person reading this is born again, because of the imminent message, there is truly a reason to rejoice. .   

Commentary 

If we are currently in the sabbatical cycle (7 years), for the tribulation period (less than 7 years), then:

The first fruits of the Church will likely be taken through the open door of Revelation 4:1 before the springtime of 2003.  The temple which the antichrist abominates will likely be completed before the summer of 2004. 

The mid point of the tribulation period will likely be after the springtime of 2005.

The wrath of God will manifest on this earth and end the 

tribulation period, after the springtime of 2007.

For the first fruits of the Church to have an understanding of a likely period of time when they will be removed, born again believers have to eat “solid food”  of  the Old Testament. The”fruit” of studying this, is to see that God has indeed told us all things, and it becomes joy to let the Holy Spirit reveal it. 

I have been asked, what do you think is going to happen in Israel? 

The fallen one of Isaiah 14 and Ezekiel 28 tried to stop Messiah around 2000 years ago and failed. 

Now, this same fallen one is planning the extermination of all Hebrew people, so there is no Kingdom left on earth for Christ to return and rule over. This plan will fail at the end of the tribulation period, because the Word of God tells us.   

The only hope of the Hebrew people, is the only hope of all those on “any” side of the dispute. Jesus Christ (Messiah). 

Israel’s security comes from God, not man. Israel is God’s timepiece. To understand the end of the Age of Grace, we must see God’s plan for the Redemption of Israel. At the Second Advent, Jesus Christ will return to Jerusalem as the King of kings and Lord of lords.

Prior to this, is the removal of the first fruits of the Church, in a “sign-less event”. No one knows the exact time of  the removal of this group that will be in Heaven, described in Revelation 5:9.

All comments are welcome, but this writing is not intended as a basis for arguments. We can agree to disagree on what is written here. I encourage all those who read this, to get out their Word of God, and study for themselves. Not everybody is called to this type of teaching. I am not writing this to send people into an obsessive study of prophecy. In no way is this writing going to become a discussion forum on this subject. I am writing this to share with others, what I suggest I have seen revealed since 1998. 

This writing is not “guessing” or “date setting”. With no sign whasoever, the first fruits Church is going to be removed from the earth, and the the Age of Grace will end. It is the return of Jesus Christ to Jerusalem (Second Advent), that is predictable. To make an effort to place the time of this Second Advent, which I teach is after the time of Jacob’s trouble, I have studied scripture, history, and what I accept by faith that the Holy Spirit has revealed to me since 1998. 

I have two requests:

1)Only you know if you are born again, if you have doubt, please go to the home page of AirmailfromGod 2)If you know you are born again, please pray the following for yourself, those you know, and me.

Ephesians 1:17,18

“That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give 

to (name of person) the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the Knowledge 

of Him, the eyes of (name of person) understanding being enlightened, that 

(name of person) may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the 

riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints”

Why am I asking you to pray Ephesians 1:17,18?

Our Father in Heaven hears all prayers of the saints. By power of your prayers, we grow in the revealing of God’s truth. 

If you are insulted by being asked to pray this, you should examine yourself for self pride, which is unprofitable.

If you think I am unsaved and you are, and will not pray this, this is rebellion against the great commission.

If you think I am born again, but deceived by a doctrine of demons, pray  for my release from the affliction that you are saying I have. To refuse is to deny the greatest Commandment, that we love (saints) one another. 

Current Events

First, regarding the current events in Israel,  Mr. Gideon Meir, an Isareli ambassador, said on April 1, 2002 that between 1948 and 1967, even though there were no “occupied territories” there were many terrorist attacks. Since 1993, after establishment of a self armed “edomite state”, the attacks have grown to unbearable intensity.

Second, a word about the silver kingdom I am describing. The Israeli 

minister of defense, B. Ben-Eliezer stated on April 3, 2002, that Iran 

is supporting the attacks on the northern border. The US Secretary 

of Defense said on April 2, 2002, that Iran is the key of a three nation 

alliance of  agression in the middle east. An escalation of agression on

the northern border of Israel at this time will most certainly involve 

Iran, but I do not agree that this has anything to do with the attacks 

by the armies of Ezekiel 38:5,6..   

Definitions 

Jacob and Esau have always been in conflict. 

Jacob became Israel, in a blesssing at Peniel. I am using the term “Israelis”: and “Hebrews” to describe the same people.

Esau gave rise to the Edomites. I am using the term “Edomites” to describe those that make up a part of what the news media calls “palestinians” today.  

The silver kingdom is Persia, which in 1935 became modern day Iran.  I am suggesting that  Iran and it’s allies will make up the army of Ezekiel 38:5,6. Historically, the vision in Daniel 2:32 describing the arms of silver, Media-Persia, is now basically Afghanistan and Iran.  I am implying that their has been a re-appearance of this silver kingdom  in 1997-1998. To me, it is likely that this is for the purpose of prophecy to be fulfilled during the tribulation period. 

I  teach that the tribulation period can not start until the removal of the first fruits Church. The first fruits Church have the Holy Spirit living inside of them. 

The time of attack by the armies of Ezekiel 38:5,6

The single most important part of this study, is when the attack by “Gog” occurs, (Ezekiel 38:1-16). Note that chapters 33-39 of Ezekiel are not in chronological order, but Ezekiel 38 and 39 are the tribulation period.

“Gog” is a person, not a place. The historical people of the place of magog were “Scythians”. Today, the countries of the central asian plateau are the independent (formerly soviet Russia) republics such as Kazakhstan. It is well known that there have been sales of arms to the silver kingdom, from this area. The silver kingdom shall be the attacking force seen in the   “middle” of the tribulation period. I believe the tribulation period is imminent. 

I am suggesting that the most likely time for this attack, is 42 months after the tribulation period starts, (a sort of mid-point of the tribulation period). . This matches with Daniel 11:45, the total annihilation of this attacking force by Jesus Christ, (Ezekiel 38:20-23). Many writers teach that this takes place at the beginning or the end of the tribulation period, but I disagree. Here are the possibilities for Ezekiel 38:5, other than at mid-trib-point, and why I reject them:

1)Fulfilled long ago. There is no scriputral of historical evidence of any sort to support this. 

2)Attack right at the moment before the removal of the first fruits Church. 

All believers are to be looking for the coming of Christ (1 Thessalonians 1:10).  Therefore, if we had to look for the war of Ezekiel 38 first, this would violate scripture, and make the removal, which is a signless event, predictable.  The absolute rejection of this time is because Ezekiel 38, (describing  the time of Israel’s restoration during the tribulation period) can not happen until after the covenant of Daniel 9:27. 

3)Attack immediately after the removal of the first fruits Church. The attackers of Ezekiel 38 are the same as those in Daniel 11:31,40, which is in the middle of the tribulation period. 

4)Attack at the end of the tribulation period. This to taught by many. I say that this is impossible, because Ezekiel 38:8,11,14 all describe Israel living securely at rest. How can this be, when after mid tribulation, Hebrews are being slaughtered by the beast, and one third of the nation has fled? Also, the attack of Ezekiel 38 is by “Gog” only, but in Zecheriah 14 and Revelation 19 (at the end of the tribulation period), all the nations of the earth are attacking, not just “Gog”.

5)Attack at the Messianic Age transition point. Jeremiah 25:32-33 says Jesus Christ will destroy all of the wicked when He returns. I can not be convinced that “Gog” is going to be running around and organizing attacks right after The Lord has returned. 

6)Attack at the end of the Millenium. Although “Gog” and Magog are mentioned again in Revelation 20:7-9, these are defined by similar conditions and events, not exact definitions. Ezekiel 39:7 seperates the two similar (but different) groups.  This other “Gog” at the end of the Millenium is likely the devil who has been released for a short time. I can find no reason to suggest that both “Gogs” are the same. Why would Jesus Christ have to prove to Israel that He is Messiah, after one thousand years of His rule?   

The slaughter of the armies of Ezekiel 38:5,6

Ezekiel 38: 18-22 indicates that this attack will be short lived. Four woes will come upon the invading hordes, a massive earthquake, confusion, plagues, and fire from the sky. Many think this is the end of the tribulaion period, but this just does not fit the description of Israel at peace and safety. This is to prove to Israel that they are deceived by a false messiah at this time, because that wicked one is going to try to kill them. This is because the false messiah is enraged by this unexpected attack of Ezekiel 38.

Years of Darius, King Artaxerxes and Darius

Many times in Scripture, what the Lord has done in the past, He will do again in the future. It suggest that it is likely that the silver kingdom has “resurfaced” at this time, for prophetic fulfillment. I have reason to suggest that a repeated sequence of the “years of darius”  began again in 1998-1999. I think it is likely that these years of darius that are described in the book of Ezra will be similar to what is going to happen leading up to the defeat of the silver kingdom by Jesus Christ in the middle of the tribulation period. .    

Darius was one king of Persia (the silver kingdom). King Artaxerxes was another king of Persia, who had two Hebrew officials in his court, Ezra and Nehemiah.  Darius and Artaxerxes must be two different men, although both were of the “kingship” of Persia.

There are ten references to the years of Darius in scripture. There is no reference beyond a sixth year of darius, Ezra 6:15.The reference to the 20th year, Ezra 7:7, where Nehemiah rebuilds the walls of Jersualem, must be referring to a different sequence. I do not consider the 20th year that is mentioned to be a part of the years of darius in this writing.  

The Hebrew Calendar

The sacred Hebrew calendar was originally designed around astronomical observations. A month began with each new moon. When Judah was in Babylonian captivity, they adopted Babylonian names for the months. The events discussed in the calendar section (1948-2008) of this writing fit the sacred calendar correctly. They do not seem to fit the civil calendar that starts six months later.  Even though I am mentioning this, it is NOT  that critical. Currently, Rosh Hashannah is used as the start of the civil new year, and still happens in the correct year.  Strictly speaking, the sacred Hebrew calendar starts each year with the sighting of the “Aviv barley” in Israel. If you want a complete study, you can find one at www.6001.com. The month of “Aviv” is called “Nisan” today, and it is the first month of the sacred  calendar, usually during March or April for us. It is important to see that the sacred calendar runs from one “springtime”  to the next, and therefore spans a portion of TWO different years for gentiles.

The Pentateuch and the Psalms

Without going into an exhaustive explanation, it is generally accepted tha the Psalms divide into portions that are directly linked to the first five books of the Word of God. There is compelling evidence of a link between world events and the calendar year from Psalm 42  to Psalm 107. Psalm 42-72 is the “exodus” book, Psalm 73-89 is the “leviticus” book, Psalm 90-106 is the “numbers book”, the wilderness wandering that Israel is in right now, and Psalm 107 starts the “deuteronomy book” where Israel has entered the promised land, and recalls the wilderness journey.     To me, Israel is clearly in the “numbers book” right now. Israel is in the 40 year “last generation” that began in 1967 and will end in 2007. Then Israel will enter the promised land.  

The Sabbatical Cycle

The book of Leviticus (chapters 25 and 26) describe the seven year cycles, (the Shavuah). The seventh year of the cycle is called a sabbatical year. The concept is that of rest. What this means to the body of born again believers today, is resting upon the finished work of Jesus Christ. IT IS FINISHED! 

There is an exhaustive discussion of years of the sabbatical cycle at http://www.word-of-cross.org/baruch/Jubilee%20Cycle.htm. This study is 

consistent with what I am suggesting.    

Discussion of the sixty years from 1948 to 2008

Introduction:

Daniel’s seventieth week has specific requirements. When Daniel 9:27 begins, 42 hebrew months have to elapse before a remnant of Israel will flee from the antichrist,  to escape slaughter. After this event, the remaining days are shortened for the sake of he elect, or none would survive. Jewish Rabbi’s proclaim that Daniel 9:27 must take place within a sabbatical cycle of seven years,  and I agree.  To me, scripture seems to indicate that the number of days of rule of the second beast of Rev 13:11 will be a total of 666, (to me it seems that this is what the “counting” refers to).  Based on this, or on a shortened period of some other count of days, it is  reasonable to expect a total tribulation period of around 5 years.  Since the current sabbatical cycle started in 2001, if the first fruits Church is not removed by about the summer of 2003, it seems that I have placed this study in the wrong sabbatical cycle. 

Numeric values that are related to subjects found in scripture are used here, but there are no “bible codes” of any sort used in my analysis. I am not comfortable with the doctrine of “bible codes”. 

The following is presented in reverse chronological order, starting with the proposed time of the Second Advent. The period covered is backwards from (springtime of )2008 to (springtime of) 1948, a period of sixty years.  On the sacred Hebrew calendar, this means a chronology from (Aviv or Nisan) of  5768, back to (Aviv or Nisan) of 5708. Note carefully that there is NO zero year in counting. The sixtieth year would then be from springtime of 2007 to springtime of 2008. The first year would be from from springtime of 1948 to springtime of 1949.  In scripture, sixty is related to pride, which is abominable to Jesus Christ. The image that Nebuchadnezzar set up in Babylon (Daniel 3:1) was sixty cubits high. ALL of the “gentile kingdoms” were represented in the image. At the Second Advent, when the time of the gentile kingdoms are over, and the Millenial Kingdom of Jesus Christ is established on the earth, babylon is destroyed (Revelation 18). Matthew 25:31-46 is judgment of these “gentile kingdoms”.  

Chronology

Aviv 2008 will be the start of the “Messianic Age”, the transition period after the 

tribulation period ends, and the start of the Miillenial Kingdom of the reign of Jesus 

Christ on earth 

Aviv 2007- 2008 *Aviv 2007 is the start of the 7th year of the sabbatical cycle, the Hebrew “Shmita”. It is the 60th year since the Nation of Israel was realized. It is the 40th year of the final generation that is about to enter the promised land ruled by Joshua (a type of Jesus Christ). It has been 40 years in the wilderness for Israel. Just as Moses spent 40 days receiving the Law on stone tablets written by God, He is going to write His name on their hearts,  not on stone. The Nation of Israel is now spritually alive. This is what happens to a believer, when they are baptized by the Holy Spirit. 

Aviv 2006-2007 *Aviv 2006 is the start of the 6th year of this sabbatical cycle

Aviv 2005-2006 *Aviv 2005 is the start of the 5th year of this sabbatical cycle. Notice that there is no mention of an eighth year of  Darius and Artaxerxes. There is no mention of this King Artaxerxes at all in an eighth year.  It is likely to me, that this is because the years of Darius are over now, and the destruction of the silver kingdom army of Ezekiel 38:5.6 takes place.

Since this is the end of the silver kingdom and allies, of Ezekiel 38, the Lord will destroy them with 4 judgements. Then, the antichrist will be infuriated that this has happened, and will declare war on the hebrews,  and break the peace covenant. It is reasonable that the fleeing hebrew remnant travels to Petra, also called Mount Seir, or Mount Hor, in southern Jordan. The Lord will protect them there until the end of the time of Jacob’s trouble. This “time of Jacob’s trouble” wiill be LESS than 42 months, because if it is not, very few are going to survive. Remember that these are most likely 42 hebrew months.

Aviv 2004-2005*Aviv 2004 is the start of the 4th year of this sabbatical cycle. Note that in this year and the previous year, there is a mention of a.King Artaxerxes, described by a seventh year. (Ezra 7:7)  I have no idea who this King could be, but since he is linked to the darius king, this king must be some kind of leader who is also controlling power of the silver kingdom. It would not be unreasonable to suggest that this is the antichrist. To me, this would explain why he becomes so enraged by the battle of Ezekiel 38, if it happens without his control.. 

Aviv 2003-2004*Aviv 2003 is start of the 3rd year of this sabbatical cycle. It is the 6th year of Darius. It is likely that the temple for Hebrew priests will be built this 6th year (Ezra 6:15). Notice that a king Artaxerxes has appeard this year (6) and ends in the 7th year above. Interesting this number six appears here, for a temple of false worship  In II Thessalonians 2, 3,4, it is obvious that since the first fruits Church has been removed from the earth, AND the temple has been completed, the “man of sin” or the antichrist (against christ) has been revealed and can occupy the false temple. When you consider that first, this “man of sin” has to gain approval of the hebrew people as their “messiah”, before the temple can be built, the first fruits Church could not possibly still be on the earth.  There IS NO WAY the situation back in “2002 Israel” could have permitted any temple mount building. Something VERY extreme must have happened when the first fruits Church was removed.  It is reasonable suspect that Isaiah 17:1 will be iimplicit to the start of the tribulation period.

Aviv 2002-2003*Aviv 2002 is start of  the 2nd year of this sabbatical cycle. It is the 5th year of Darius. Right to the day of the Aviv Barley of 2002, the massive increase in violence and bombings, and the bold moves of the Israeli army began. Yasser Arafat is once again under an Israeli siege, exactly the same way that he was in 1982.  And, just as it was in 1967, the Israeli army has engaged in a “war on terrorism”. I think it is likely that the body of believers will be removed between aviv of 2002 and aviv of 2003. 

To me, it is interesting that on Tuesday April 2nd, the Israeli media is calling the current army campaign the “Oslo war”. As I suggested in the 1993 section below, Oslo was a “kadesh barnea” of the wandering of the final generation. So now it is like the “battle of kadesh barnea”, which is not going to succeed. Fear of “giants” in the arab coalition has lead to this.  Numbers 13::1 to Numbers 14:45 give details that are also written in Deuteronomy  1:19 to 1:46. This battle of “kadesh barnea”  will not have the Lord among the hebrews and this generation will again fail. I suggest that this is right now, today. Read Numbers 14:42 and Deuteronomy 2:42. Ther may be a  large and terrible event for the people on the earth, in the next 12 months. It is entirely possible that during some coming destruction of a large scale, that the first fruits Church will be removed. Perhaps Isaiah 17:1 is part of this event. In the aftermath of the destruction, not only the hebrews, but the entire world could be fooled by a false messiah. This man of sin will prove himself using signs and wonders. This is written in Daniel 11:36-44.

Aviv 2001-2002*Aviv 2001 is start of the 1st year of this sabbatical cycle. It is the 4th year of Darius.

The ship the “Karine A” is seized. It contains many weapons purchased from the silver kingdom, in December 2001. An investigation (springtime of 2002) of the “edomite” financial office in Ramallah,  proves a link between “edomites” and the al aska martyrs brigade. 

Aviv 2000-2001*Aviv 2000 is the start of the last, or 7th year (Shmitta). The last year of the previous sabbatical cycle. It is the 3rd year of Darius. This year, just as it was in 1981, Israel withdraws from southern lebanon. In July 2000, there is yet again more offering to give away the hebrew covenant land. (the camp David talks of Ehud Barak and Yasser Arafat). It seems coincident to seven years from the Oslo agreement. In September 2000, we see the start of extreme violence when Ariel Sharon visits the temple mount.  This dramatic increase in violence and more suicide bombing seven years after Oslo, seems to be the pattern of the seven good years, and then the seven bad years of Joseph. It is reasonable to suggest that Israel has just entered the seven bad years. You can study this in Genesis 29:18-30 and Genesis 41:26-54. 

1999-2000*It is the 2nd year of Darius. I believe the Holy Spirit revealed to me that this may be the 2nd year. This was revealed to me in December of 1999. 

1998-99*5th year of the Sabbatical cycle . By revelations above, this would have to be the 1st year of Darius. In January of 1998, in an interview with the Iranian president, Mohammad Khatami, he publicly states in an interview that Iran is against the middle east peace process, and is against Yasser Afarat having any part in peace negotiations. A “universal religion” is proposed, and endorsed for the region. This is a statement that directly describes the apostate religion of the tribulation period. If you are interested in reading more about this, read some of the thousands of documents filed at www.iran-3-azad.org . There are so many references to economic and  technological struggles against the democratic world, they could never be listed here. I can see the (hook in the jaw),  of Ezekiel 38:4 here. Aside from these documented struggles, it has been obvious for quite some time that Rosh (Russia) and a coalition of arab states have desired to control the warm water port of Israel for the shipment and control of oil. The state of permanent arab presence in Israel would definitely be a desire (a hook in the jaw), of the groups of Ezekiel 38:5 and 38:6.    This was when the Wye river memorandum (October to May of 1998) was established. If you look up and read the agreement, you will clearly see that this paper was an absolute statement, of permanently giving up land of the Covenant of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob It is reasonable to suggest that this is such an abomination to the Lord, that He may be about to let Israel enter the tribulation period.  1993-94 (October 1973) The yom kippur war. Israel was victorious in battle for the sinai, but gave it back to the muslim world. Sadly, thousands of soldiers perish for land that is returned to arab nations.  

(August 1993) The Oslo agreements are so much a product of the wandering nation of Israel, and the “confusion similar to kadesh barnea”. Compared to what is coming in seven years from 1993, the next seven years are likely the “good years of Joseph”, compared to the seven after that. “Edomite” governments are armed in order to control terrorism. These arms appear in a most unpleasant way in seven years, when the intifada starts. The Oslo agreement clearly stated that it ended the “occupation” of “edomite” territories. For this, Israel was promised peace in exchange. In 2002, all this will completely be forgotten, and the term of “occupation” will be taught to the world all over again. 

Yasser Arafat stated on the day of the signing of Oslo, “the palestinian flag will fly over the walls of Jerusalem, the churches of Jerusalem, and the mosques of Jerusalem”. 

1991-92 (December 1991)the demise of the soviet union. This really confused bible prophecy for some, because they can not understand the attack by “rosh” any more.  The demise would seem to have been for the purpose of supplying sophisticated weapons to the silver kingdom that is about to rise. The clue proof is in the next section. 

(November 1991) the leader of the silver kingdom announces “the objective is to 

eliminate the west from the middle east, and to liberate Jerusalem” 

1981-82(July 1982) The Israeli invasion of  Lebanon ends in a cease fire.  Amazingly, when you consider what going to take place in April of 2002, back here in 1982, Ariel Sharon, Yasser Arafat, George Bush, and the al queda are involved.  

1973-74 a covenant is made with Egypt. Ezekiel 29 is a stark warning against this. 

It is interesting that Yasser Arafat is an egyptian. Egypt’s future judgement is in 

Ezekiel 29:6,7

1967-68 (June 1967) The six day war. General Moshe Dayan leads a march to the wailing wall and proclaims the return to the holiest of holy places. The Israeli army battled Jordanian forces and won. A hebrew by the name of Gershom Salomon was in this battle that took control of the temple mount. I can only quote what Gershom said on the mount, not verify. Gershom said that a light from Heaven came down upon the temple mount, and God said “start building the temple now”  Amazingly, shortly after June 8th, General Dayan gave the mount with it’s two mosques, omar and al aqsa, back to Mufti control. Peace was thought to be the fruit of this gesture, but rather it has initiated the nation of Israel to repeat  the same 40 years of wandering in the wilderness that Moses led God gave Israel the victory, and  Israel did not turn to Messiah. This has condemned the final generation  that shall not pass, until all is fulfilled. Israel is 20 years old right now, just as it was written in the book of Numbers, and is once again accountable for it’s decision. Israel has made the wrong decision. I suggest that God’s wrath is going to manifest, before this generation passes, as a result. In 40 years time, this generation, after wandering in the wilderness, will die.  If you read Isaiah 11:11, and 11:12 you will see that the Messianic Kingdom will initiate after the “second time”. This will be a final gathering that is alive and In Christ. It is interesting that this final generation that is about to wander in wilderness for 40 years is a cultural mix of all kinds of belief systems. Only some of them will be selected to enter the Kingdom, just the way it was under Joshua (a type of Christ) There are so many references to the 40 years in the wilderness, I am not going to repeat all of them. Look at Judges 13:1 though, how interesting the (philistines, same group as edomites)  had 40 years of oppression against Israel.  To enter the Kingdom of God, all have to be born again (John 3). The old man in adam dies, and the new man is born again and filled with the Holy Spiirt, in order to have spiritual life. Right now, Israel is the spiritually dead man who is going to “die in the wilderness” (wandering from 1967-68 to 2007-2008, forty years)  and be “born again”,  in the Millenium. 

1964-65 The “palestine liberation organization” has been created by Yasser Arafat.  Israel has no real ownership of the west bank or gaza at this time. Shortly, (in 1967), armies of an arab coalition are going to push the Israeli army into the west bank (April 1949) Armistice agreements are signed with four arab nations. Jerusalem is divided under Israeli and Jordaninan rule. For 19 years until 1967, hebrews will have no real access to the temple mount area. 

1948-49 (May 1948) David Ben Gurion is first prime minister of the democracy of  Israel. This is the the fig tree (which is israel, budding once again) The hebrews start to return as the dry bones of ezekiel 37:11. This gathering is only physical, and has no spiritual life, only bones. The gathering grows by huge numbers. Israel is about to embark on it’s final chance to turn to Jesus Christ as Yeshua Messiah. Israel, or Jacob has been “born”. Already, In the very first days of life, Israel  is invaded by five arab states. The Isreal defense forces are established, soon to be one of the most supreme armies on earth. Jordan invades and occupies east Jerusalem and drives thousands of jews into exile. This  return is in unbelief, and will conclude with judgement. The statehood of Israel marked the the end of British rule.  This nation of Israel being re-established in 1948 is just as a fallen “adamic” man, spiritually dead, and separated from God. 

1947-48 the united nations proposes to establish both Jewish and Arab states in Israel. This is directly in opposition to God’s covenant promise of the land, which is an eternal covenant. There are those in the coalition that will never accept the presence of a Jewish state in Israel. 

1947-48 the LIGHT speaks. The first dead sea scrolls are found. “In the beginning was the word” Jesus Christ,  the Word, speaks before what is about to happen during the next 40 years.

It is interesting, that around 3400 years ago, Leviticus 26 was written specifically about this time. 

MARCH 31,  2002

1 Corinthians 15:52 (this IS NOT the removal of the Church at the end of the Age of Grace)

“In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet.  For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.

Revelation 4:1 (this IS the removal of the Church at the end of the 

Age of Grace) “”After these things, I looked, and behold, a door standing 

open in Heaven. And the first voice which I heard was like a trumpet 

speaking with me, saying, “Come up here, and I will show you things 

which must take place after this””

1 Thessalonians 4:17(this IS NOT the removal of the Church at the end of the Age of Grace) “Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. 

And thus we shall always be with the Lord”

Friends, before we study today’s topic, let’s make another mention of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. As I write this, it is Sunday in Jerusalem, where around 2000 years past, our Lord was resurrected. Whether you use the term “Ressurection Sunday” or “Easter Sunday” your focus must be on the eternal life that ONLY born again people have, by Jesus Christ living in them as the Holy Spirit. Salvation is life, not forgiveness. A third of the gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John are about the last 8 days, the sacrifice of the Lamb of God, and His Resurrection.  

Commentary

Friends, I teach with all of my heart, that these verses describe three DIFFERENT events, (and except for a study of Matthew 24, Mark 13 and Luke 21, I do not think you will find more heated discussion about any other three scripture groups).

There will be some who read my writing here and disagree. There is nothing wrong with that, but over the years I have been told by some that I am doomed and hell bound, because of what I see in these passages. Rather than un-profitable arguments, my hope in writing this, is to encourage all readers to examine themselves to see if they are born again believers. This is the message to all those who “profess” Christ, as written in the second and third chapters of Revelation. There are those who “profess” Christ, but have not repented of the sin of unbelief, to “possess” Christ. Salvation is life, not forgiveness. The latter is a consequence of the former, and is only obtainable as a result of repentance. 

There are only two groups of people in the world today. Saints (with the Holy Spirit living inside of them), and those that are not. The first group is the Church of the Body of Jesus Christ on earth. This body was born again for only one purpose, to bear the Fruit of the Holy Spirit of God. Specifically, for Jesus Christ bear His life, in and through all born again believers, and nothing else. There are NOT “different amounts of the Holy Spirit” in a born again believer, but there is being filled and grasping (I will write on this in the coming weeks). The power of the Holy Spirit is not to do something in our flesh effort, but to let the Spirit live the Christian life through us. Saints are human “beings”, not human “doings” This is where REWARDS come in, by allowing the Holy Spirit to live through us. All of the body of believers are removed at the end of the Age of Grace (Revelation  4:1), and all bear some Fruit, but some bear more Fruit than others. It says so in John 15 (see also Ezekiel 15).

Note carefully, there ARE ranks in the rewards for Saints. Paul spoke of this as “running the race”. This is where “partial rapture” theory has come to an unscriptural conclusion. If a person has God’s Spirit in them, they belong to Him, they bear Fruit, and they are NOT going to get “cleaned up” in the Great Tribulation.  Those that teach a “partial rapture” theory often believe that salvation is forgiveness of sin, instead of the life of Christ in them, by the Holy Spirit. From this, they may develop a doctrine of sin confession, altar calls, 1 John 1:9 and so on, to be “worthy” of redemption.

Please do not misunderstand, I am NOT saying that confession of sin is to be ignored. Confession of sin means agreeing with the Word of God, by the power of the Holy Spirit, that you have committed a sin.  The most common result, is that it allows born again believers to forgive each other, and they can overcome their behavior. All Saints continue to sin, because the body is at war with the spirit. Paul said it best when he said he did exactly what he did not want to do, and shouted “God forbid” to those that asked if they could sin more so Grace could abound.       

Please note carefully, I am NOT going to discuss ANY of the Old Covenant Saints, OR the Redemption of the Hebrew nation, OR the 144,000 of Israel, OR the Two Witnesses, OR those that will live in human bodies to enter the Millenial Reign of Jesus Christ on the Earth. This is usually  the reason why “heated” discussions start.  Specifically, by mixing pieces of these groups, with the one and only REDEEMED group of this dispensation, the Church of the body of believers. 

I teach that the Dispensation of Grace started on the Day of Pentecost, and will end with the removal of ALL born again believers from the earth, prior to the Great Tribulation. 

1 CORINTHIANS 15:52 

***This is for every Saint that dies physically, during the Age of Grace. Saints such as Charles Spurgeon. 

For Saints, this passage is ONLY talking about what when they die. 

This has nothing whatsoever to do with a RAPTURE. To be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord. No flesh can stand before God and live, so a resurrected body must be given by Him. If you know about wheat, a seed is sown in the ground, it dies, and up comes a stalk of wheat. The ONLY thing being talked about in this passage is the conversion from a Saint in a natural, earthly body, to a heavenly body that can stand in the presence of God. I teach that there is no giving out of hundreds of millions of resurrected bodies, to “floating around and dis-embodied Saints” at the time of the Rapture of the Church of Revelation 4:1. There is NO scripture that describes the spirits and souls  of Saints “floating around”,  like some cults teach. On earth, the spirit and soul has a home in a physical body, and when a Saint dies, they have home in heaven, in a ressurected body.  It makes no sense to teach that in a split, split second,  all the hundreds of  millions of saints who have physicallly died suddenly receive a ressurected body. 1Corinthians 15:35-58 clearly talks about what happens to a Saint after death. 

The trumpet in verse 52 has NOTHING to do with the breaking of the seals during the Great Tribulation. The trumpet is the voice of Jesus Christ. There are many references to the voice of Jesus Christ as a trumpet, especially by John. Remember when Christ spoke “Lazarus come forth”? Well, Lazarus went back into his physical body, and in the Age of Grace, all Saints will enter a heavenly body. It is the trumpet, or voice, of Jesus Christ that speaks, to change the Saint from existence in a flesh body (image of Adam) to a resurrected body that is “like Christ’s”. All through this passage, Paul is talking about what happens in a Saint’s life, before physical death. Go and read the whole chapter, not just verse 52. 

REVELATION 4:1

***This IS the Rapture of the Church, every Saint that has not died physically, at the last moment of the Age of Grace.

This group is seen in Heaven, in Revelation 5:9,  BEFORE the scroll is opened by Christ. This group, like Enoch, enter Heaven directly, rather than through the passage of death.  

1 THESSALONIANS 4:17

***This IS NOT the Rapture of the Church. This is every individual that is Redeemed (Alive In Christ), and remains,  DURING the Great Tribulation, AFTER the last moment of the Age of Grace. They WERE NOT SAINTS at the last moment of the Age of Grace. Some of them were practicing a religion, and ALL of them had to repent of their sin of unbelief and be born again. 

As we study Thessalonians 4, we see it is a gathering in the air, of the Redeemed who were in the Great Tribulation. This type of gathering can not possibly happen before the Great Tribulation, because Jesus Christ is seated at the right hand of the Father now, and does not take the scroll (the title deed to the earth), until AFTER the group of Revelation 5:9 is seen in Heaven (who are the Raptured Church of Revelation 4:1). In my opinion, it is “:mixed up”, to teach that Jesus Christ will be “running back and forth from Heaven to earth”, before the Great Tribulation, to the clouds above the earth.  There is nothing in Scripture anywhere that implies a “round trip” happens between the First Advent (Resurrection) and the Second Advent (before the Kingdom Age). If there was, the return of Jesus Christ for the Kingdom Age would have to be called the “third or more advent”.     

The Saints discussed in 1 Thessalonians 4 have not died physically, or been martyred, during the Great Tribulation. They are STILL on the earth, just BEFORE God’s wrath is poured out. (the seven bowls or vials). This is where the teaching of the Church going through the Great Tribulation comes from. There are Saints that are “Raptured” just before God’s wrath, but they WERE NOT BORN AGAIN when the Church was Raptured in Revelation 4:1.

Closely related to the Thessalonians 4 group, is every individual that is Redeemed, during the Great Tribulation, AFTER the last moment of the Age of Grace, BUT are martyred, or die physically before the above Harvest of the wheat. This group  is seen in Heaven, in Revelation 6:9,  BEFORE the group of Revelation 7:9 (those who were alive and remained).  

The group of Thessalonians 4, is seen in Heaven, in Revelation 7:9, BEFORE the seven bowls of God’s wrath come to earth. I state again, this is NOT the Rapture of the Church. This is the Harvest of the wheat (from among the tares), before God’s wrath.  

To help understand this, do a study of the word “alive”, and you will see that it  means “alive in Christ”, not alive in the sense of a human body being alive physically. Greek has precise language, unlike english, and the first action (verb) in a Greek sentence is the important point. Alive is the important primary verb here. The Strong’s number is 2198, and you will find it means quickened, be among the living, endless in the kingdom, real life, living water, and more. An unsaved human is dead in sin, and a Redeemed person has eternal life in Jesus Christ, and is alive. This is why many say this passage is the Rapture of the Church. The key to the whole interpretation is the word “remain”. Remain from what? It means remain, because these individuals have not died physical death, nor have they been martyred, during the Great Tribulation. They are ALIVE IN CHRIST, and they REMAIN on the earth, and it is time for the HARVEST of the wheat from among the tares. If this group were to be defined as the Saints from the Age of Grace, there IS NO VERSE that describes what happens to the Redeemed just before God’s wrath is poured out. There will be multitudes redeemed DURING the Great Tribulation. Not every redeemed individual on earth, during the Great Tribulation is going to physically die or be martyred.  Partial rapture theories of “good and bad saints”, teach that this group “is the bad saints that remain”  from the Rapture of the Church. Partial rapture theory of the Church teachers claim that these who remain, were “bad Saints” at the last moment of the Age of Grace. They were NOT Saints at all, they just thought they were. Where a partial rapture theory of Church Age Saints completely falls to pieces, is when it tries to explain Saints who die physically in the Age of Grace. What about these “bad saints” who physically died? If they were not good enough to be in the Church, what has happened to them?  One answer to this is “purgatory”, which is unscriptural, another is cult teaching that proclaims that spirit and soul of a Saint is “floating around” waiting for something to join it. Remember, there are rewards for Saints, and the examination will destroy the “wood, hay and stubble” works.  Some Saints are going to be shocked at how much flesh effort they put forth, that means NOTHING for rewards. The Judgment Seat for Saints has NOTHING to do with Salvation. The Judgment Seat for Saints has EVERYTHING to do with rewards.  

MARCH  24, 2002

John 6.4

“Now the Passover, a feast of the Jews was near”

Commentary

Friends, I am going to discuss several passages in the sixth chapter of John. 

For over 3500 years, many Hebrew people have observed Passover. This year, on the 14th day of the Jewish month of Nisan, it is March 28th. Based on what I can discern, it is incredible to me that THIS YEAR the days of the week correspond exactly to the days of the week and the Jewish Calendar for the time that The Lamb of God, Jesus Christ, was sacrificed once and for all to take away the sin of the world.

To investigate this, let’s look at two historical Passovers. First if we look into   the Hebrew account of the day of the week that Israel left Egypt in the Exodus, it is debated as to whether it was a Thursday or a Friday. Second, based on more than one text, His Resurrection was on a Sunday. Three days and nights prior to this would mean Christ was sacrificed on Thursday afternoon, which would have been Nisan 14 (or Abib in the ancient sacred calendar). This year, Nisan 14 starts at sundown on Wednesday March 27th and ends at sundown on Thursday March 28.  If we agree to accept that the Exodus from Egypt was on a Thursday (this is not unreasonable), and that the Lamb of God was sacrificed on a Thursday before the sun went down and raised on Sunday, then this week we have an EXACT match of days of the week with the sacred Hebrew Calendar. Whether or not this is a relevant occurence will have to wait until the end of this coming week. However, this week is certainly full of motivating factors to celebrate the Lord’s Supper. 

Hosea 6:3 told us that Christ will come as the former rain (spring feasts) and the latter rain (fall feasts). Note carefully that this is based on the sacred calendar given to Moses in Deuteuronomy 16:1. The month of “Abib” is now “Nisan”, and this is the start of the new year on the sacred calendar. (Today, Israel observes civil new year 6 months later, in “Tishri”)

Jesus Christ has already come for Redemption, when you are a born again believer, and “it was finished” during the spring feasts long ago. This tells us that Jesus Christ’s next revealing to the world at the end of the Great Tribulation,  is associated with the fall feasts. That is when the un-redeemed world will cry out for the rocks to fall on them, and some of the Hebrew people will realize that Jesus Christ has always been Yeshua Messiah.

Right now, Passover is a Hebrew celebration of freedom. Freedom from the rule of  

Pharoah of Egypt, who thought himself to be “god” on earth. When pharoah died in 

the water of the Red Sea, his rule ended once and for all. All this reminds the Hebrews 

that they were set free. To this day, Israel is still watching for their “Redeemer on a 

white horse” to come. As I said above, He came to Redeem the world already, and 

finished it as the sacrificial Passover Lamb of God. Could it be possible that a false 

redeemer is about to appear this year? It is certainly possible. Israel is looking for 

one right now, to free them from worldly oppression. There are two individuals 

mentioned in Revelation 13, and there are many reasons to suspect that the Church 

will see the appearance of the first one. When that first person appears, they will not 

be carrying out the Great Tribulation horrors. That person will appear as a man of 

peace, carrying a bow as the Bible says. This is the beginning of the manifestation 

of the “Rider on the White Horse” being revealed. The revealing will be right after

the Church is removed from the earth, which will be the LAST DAY OF THE 

AGE OF GRACE. That is when the Bride of Christ is taken, and we will sit down 

and take the Lord’s Supper as the Marriage Supper of the Lamb

For now, our household is going to celebrate the Lord’s Supper this Wednesday March 27th (March 28th in Jerusalem).  My kids love this, we break a loaf of bread and drink fruit drink out of a glass bottle. This reminds us that Jesus Christ IS the Passover for all born again believers. 

The roots of the Age of Grace (now) are from the Age of Law (previous). Our household has the Lord’s Supper on the same day as the Passover , because we “identify” with (but not adhere to) Jewish customs. The best example I know of our identification, is the “Grafted in Mezuzah”. A Hebrew Mezuzah is discussed in Deuteronomy 6:9, and this is different (but similar) to what I am talking about here.  Our grafted in Mezuzah tells our non-Hebrew household that faith in Yeshua as Messiah, (Jesus Christ), has grafted us into the Olive tree, (Romans 11:13-24).  If you have never seen one, it is a piece of olive wood with three engravings upon it, all joined together in a vertical line. On top, is the seven branched Menorah (not the ten branched one for Chanukah), which represents (among many other things),  the Seven Spirits of God (Jesus Christ). In the middle, is the Star of David (Judaism), which is on the flag of the Nation of Israel (actually a prayer shawl, or “Tallit”). On the bottom is the “fish” symbol (from the first assembly of born again believers). Less than a month ago, I attended a lecture on archeological discoveries around Mount Moriah (the Temple Mount). The discoveries are not being allowed release on videotape, considering the nature of the Islamic Arab activities there. Not only was the City of David found (with the bones of the Kings of Israel intact), but they found pottery with the grafted in Mezuzah. The “dig” proved that James was the Pastor of the very first Church of born again believers, not Peter, as previously thought. If and when the documentary of this evidence is allowed release, I will let you know. 

If you would like to have the Lord’s Supper this week, here is the way we have it in our household. It is not neccessary to go to a church building. Born again believers, (Saints, which is only a new covenant name, meaning set apart) don’t have to go to a church building for the Lord’s Supper, because THEY ARE the Church.. When it says to assemble together, Hebrews 10:25, these are instructions for Saints to study the Apostles’ teaching (the Word of God), for fellowship, and for prayer. This may or may not be in a church building.  

THE LORD’S SUPPER HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH THE FOLLOWING:

An “altar” call to confess some sins, in order to “get right” with God.

Praying 1 John 1:9 to keep a “short account of sins” with God, so He does not “zap you”.

Attending a “confession booth” for the same wrong thinking as above.

A sacrificial system or works, which were taken to the extreme in the Old Covenant (Law).  Bleeding to death an animal on the Day of Atonement, or Yom Kippur was abolished forever by the New Covenant (Hosea 6:6).

Being “nice” or “good”. 

THE LORD’S SUPPER  HAS EVERYTHING TO DO WITH THIS:

Celebrating in a visual picture, we who were born spiritually dead,  repenting of the sin of unbelief, to be born again (indwelt by) the Holy Spirit, into the body of believers, and have eternal life in Jesus Christ. This was when Jesus Christ began His residence in you.  You have been forgiven, and there is no longer any sacrifice for sin. “It is finished”. 

1 Corinthians 11 gives us our instructions.

The bread represents Christ’s body now (1 Cor 11:24). He said He was going away, but when He does, He is sending His Spirit to come and live in us, so we can be His Body. His Body is now all over the world, in all of the Saints. So, go get a loaf of bread, and break it up into pieces for everybody and eat it. Where is the bread now? It is in you, of course. As that bread is passed around, it dissapears into the Saints. By “feeding on the Bread of Life, Jesus Christ” you grow. Just as eating bread feeds your physical body, feeding on the Bread of Life feeds your faith. I do not see how anyone who calls themselves born again, can avoid the Word of God.  By the way, what if you taste it and spit it out, without eating? Well that is the picture of Hebrews 6:4 that has people thinking they can lose their Salvation. If Christ is in you, you are a Saint. If not, you are unsaved. This is why the laodicean assembly of Revelation is vomited out of Christ. They were never “digested” In Christ, and hence are unsaved. 

This brings us back to John chapter 6. Look specifically at John 6:22-59. This is a clear warning to those today, who are only professing Redemption, but NOT possessing Redemption. I know people just like this. I am not the judge of their Salvation, but they sure act just like these people being described in John. Notice how these people came to get “free food” and watch miracles. Christ clearly states that they do not believe in Him. The PINNACLE of all this is in John Chapter 6 verse 66! LOOK CAREFULLY AT WHO IS IN “666”. The answer is in John 6:71.  It is interesting that just before this, we have a true disciple that has repented of the sin of unbelief (John 6:69) Friends, it is no different today. The only way of Redemption is to Repent of the sin of unbelief, because in this Age of Grace it has ALWAYS been the only way, “the narrow way”, IN CHRIST JESUS. 

The cup represents the New Covenant (1 Cor 11:25). He made a New Covenant in His Blood, NOT for atonement, but for TAKING AWAY of sin. “It is finished”.  John 1:29 says “Behold The Lamb of God, who TAKES AWAY the sin of the world”.  Otherwise, Jesus Christ would still be on the tree, for atonement of sin, and would have not been ressurected in eternal life, so that we could receive the same. This is just what the devil wants by the way, a Christ on the tree for us to study, (look around) or a baby in Israel for the world to think about, instead of our High Priest seated at the Right Hand of the Father in Heaven. So, get a cup of grape juice or wine, and drink from it to celebrate the New Covenant. . 

1 Corinthians 11:26 tells us that as often as we eat the bread and drink from the cup, we proclaim Him. So what about these verse that scares so many, 1 Corinthians 11:27, 28, 29? The verses that make the celebration of the Lord’s Supper into a “depressing church  thing”, with everyone terrified of getting “zapped” by God for some missed sin that they think they have to confess. Examining ourselves is NOT on the basis is asking forgiveness. It is examing yourself to see if you are a glutton by eating up all the food and drinking all the wine before the rest of the body gets there. One gets stuffed and drunk, and one gets nothing. Wine was there, it is drunkeness that is warned about. 

This is talking about the manner in which they were taking the Lord’s Supper, eating and drinking everything. This was the sinning against the body (other Saints).  Examining means to look and see if you are eating and drinking everything before anyone else gets there to have some too. This means NOT recognizing the Body of The Lord (Saints), when we are commanded to love one another (Saints love towards Saints, by the Fruit of the Holy Spirit). They eat and drink judgement on themselves because those that do not get any are likely to be really upset! 

MARCH  17,  2002

John 3.3

“Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is

born again, he cannot see the Kingdom of God””

John 3.6

“Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water

and the Spirit, he cannot enter the Kingdom of God””

Commentary

Friends, the book of John is written to believers. I have read an astounding number of different interpretations, regarding these passages.

There is no way that born of water refers to water baptism. In John 3:7, the text clearly indicates flesh, and there is no subject change from John 3:6.  Being born of water refers to the “sack” of water that a human being is born in.

Don’t misunderstand, I encourage water baptism. It displays the death of the old person that was born spiritually dead in Adam, (immersion under the water), followed by rising from spiritual death (out  of the water), into the new life, baptism into the Body of Believers by indwelling of the Holy Spirit.  I was baptized as a baby, but I was NOT born again for nearly 40 years.  I was just a wet baby. The only human who knows for sure if they are born again is the person, and I am speaking directly about me.

Let’s study this from the start, Adam, and what is likely the most known verse in the Scripture, John 3:16. Adam was created, not born. Adam was created spiritually alive, and became spiritually dead, and separated from God.  God had every right to destroy the world forever when Adam sinned. Instead, He took away the sin of the whole world forever, and not just for the Church or the Elect. When you realize how unworthy all of us are, why did Jesus Christ (Fully God), come to the world? The answer is so that He could reveal God to man. He came as God to man, so He could lead men back to God. Why did He take away ALL the sin of the world, when He already knew that very few would be Redeemed?  John 3:16 tells us that we SHOULD not perish (notice the conditional word “should”).

Moses was told of this conditional mercy in Exodus 33:19. The key to understanding is in John 3:18. Today, there is only ONE question that God requires an answer of yes for, in order that a person shall NOT be eternally separated from God (salvation).  Today, the sin of unbelief in Jesus Christ being eternal life in you and through you by the indwelling Holy Spirit is the unpardonable sin. Today, repentance is this and this alone. Turning away (repenting) from the way you were (spiritually dead), born in a sack of water, to being born again (spiritually alive) by belief in the ONLY one who has life to give, Jesus Christ. There are many people today who are professors of Christ, but NOT possessors of Christ. In Acts 8, we see these “professors and not possessors”, who are NOT saved. This man Simon saw others repenting of the sin of unbelief (Acts 8:12). Simon saw all of this, but he had NOT repented of his sin of unbelief, so Simon had NOT been baptized into the body of born again believers, the only Church Jesus Christ knows. The proof is in Acts 8:21, 22 where Peter told Simon that he was NOT born again, and to do so he would have to repent, that is turn away from his sin of unbelief. All this is taking place in the Age of Grace that we are still in right now. The same instruction is given to the churches in Revelation 2 and 3. There are many people right now who are under the pretext that they are born again. If they do not repent, they will hear the words “depart from Me, I never knew you”. This includes people in church buildings, and this is why Revelation 2 and 3 proclaims the need to repent. 

Every man and woman is born with a desire to search for something religious. This takes as many forms right now as you can imagine. This is where the free will of all of us can be made known. Let’s look at some of the choices that people make. 

Pagan and heathen individuals may have horrible and terrible renditions of God.

There is no beauty in what they choose to see. This is explained in Romans 1:23.  Look up symbols of ancient egypt, and you will see Romans 1:23 realized. At the tower of babel, they rallied around an altar to the sun god. The flood was judgement and death, so they worshipped the sun god, because they thought this removed (evaporated) any judgement by drowning. Christians tend to be hated by the unsaved world, as soon as they proclaim judgement upon the lost. The world wants miracles and prosperity, not judgement. All miracles that Jesus performed, were to display a spiritual truth, and they have no place today.

2 Timothy 2:15 tells us to rightly divide the truth, which means to understand which Dispensation, or Age is being referred to. For example, the Prayer of Jabez (no relevance of any sort to those born again in the Age of Grace), is lifted out of the books of Chronicles. These books that are full of “IF . . . THEN”, written to the House of Israel and the House of Judah in the Age of Law.  Replacement theology (anti semitic) replaces the tribes of Jacob with a “church”, and teaches this “If . . . then” reward system. All false. Some go to Matthew 5 and deceive themselves that they can live by the Sermon on the Mount, which is for the Kingdom Age, the next one after this one, when Jesus Christ rules on this earth. If anyone anywhere claims they have never and will never get angry at somebody, (Matthew 5:22), they are a liar and the truth is not in them. Some “churches” think they are the representatives on the earth right now, and preach how “good” they are. Every person is born spiritually dead, under slave to sin  (the book of Romans). If God allows it, they are completely accessible to the devil (study the Book of Job). There are those today that are under the deception of satan (2 Corinthians 4:4), that serve the devil well by being nice upright good looking people that care for everything, to keep them from being born again.

Every religion except Christianity has a “concept” of who God is, and how to get to Heaven by their own works These groups may have found a new religion, by a “jesus” that is described in Galatians 1:8,9. Some of these groups walk right up to my front door, to see if they can “bewitch” me, just like the Galatians were long ago. It is the same demon spirits, using the same lies over and over again, because the lies work so well.

The Law given to Moses was a “ministry of condemnation” (2 Corinthians 3:9), yet today we have groups and church organizations, that try to put others under a mixture of Law and Grace, usually spelled out in the “rule” book they have written.  Everyone is made up of a flesh body, a soul, and a spirit. When they are born again, the Holy Spirit lives in their spirit, but they continue to sin, because the flesh is at war with the spirit. They need to understand that their sin has been (past tense), taken away.  There is no 1 John 1:9 “accounting system” of keeping a “short account” with God, regarding sin. There is NOT one single place that you will find the Apostle Paul asking for forgiveness from God, and Paul wrote around two thirds of the New Testament.  People that claim you need to confess sins to God to receive forgiveness, are saying one of four things. Jesus Christ has to be crucified again, (even though He told us it was finished),  Paul was ignorant, Paul forgot to tell us, or Paul will be denied salvation and rewards. Look at 1 Corinthians 9:24. Paul clearly said he was running the race for the high calling of Jesus Christ. But he never said he was running the race by confessing his sins to God.  Paul did answer the question of “going the other way”, which is equally as wrong, to sin so that Grace may abound. You can never lose your salvation when you are born again, but you CAN LOSE REWARDS. Strongholds can manifest in the soul and flesh of a born again believer. Read about Ananias and Sapphira. The devil can still “associate” with the flesh of a born again believer, IF he has a right to. Even though the devil can not possess the believer, he can destroy works.  Everything is permissible to a born again believer, but not everything is profitable.

It is my teaching, and it breaks my heart, that there are those who are under a “pretext” of thinking they are born again, and they are not. The wheat is growing with the tares, and at the end of the Age of Grace, God is going to sort them out. It has been my experience that  no born again believer is waiting around for a judgement to see if they are saved. Only you know if you are born again. This is what the passage “judge not or you will be judged” really means. If you judge yourself and repent, Jesus Christ will not have to judge you. Instead, we have a mob of people running around telling us that abominations are acceptable because we are not supposed to judge anything.  The judgement is the Word of God, and if you read it there, you had better agree with God that it will be judged. Which brings me to the next category, self righteousness. 

If born again, you are an ambassador for Christ, because you are in the body of His Church. What does an Ambassador do in the political world of today? Well, they do not do anything unless they are ordered to, by the authority over them.( This is a picture of Jesus Christ proclaiming that He followed the Will of the Father, and not His).  Political ambassadors today are diplomatically immune to prosecution, unless they do not obey the power over them. A born again believer ONLY does what God does in and through them, and does NOTHING by their own flesh efforts. God can not use ANY work of the flesh, including religious machines and organizations, or self righteousness, or self effort. This is clearly explained in John 15:4 and John 15:6. The former verse is specifically for a born again believer, the “abide” means the Holy Spirit is living inside of them. The latter verse is specifically for an unsaved and spiritually dead person, and I trust you understand what burning in the fire implies.  

If you want to know who God is, you will have to know Him, Jesus Christ. He IS The Mercy Seat. He is the Life and Resurrection. He is the Bread of Life, the Water, the Door and more. He is the only way to God, because He always has been the only way to God, because He IS God.   

In conclusion, I want to tell you what I have learned about being born again, and what it means for now, the Dispensation of Grace. John 3:3 tells that unless one is born again, they can not see anything in the Word of God, and it is foolishness to them. 

In the Age of Grace, there is only one way to be born again. Repent (turn away) from the sin of unbelief of Jesus Christ. If you do, the Holy Spirit will baptize you into the body of believers, and you will do the will of God by the power of the Holy Spirit, and bear Fruit of the Spirit of Galatians 5. There are those today that bear no Fruit whatsoever of the Holy Spirit, but they are as busy as they can possibly be in church buildings. They are not saved. There is not one single work that any of us can do in our own effort that means anything to God, in this current Age of Grace. Once the time of the Great Tribulation begins, the Age of Grace is over, and a mixture of Grace and Works will begin. Those that teach that our works mean anything now, have confused the Age of Grace with the Age of the Kingdom which is next in the sequence. You can find an example or works in both Matthew 10:42 and Mark 9:41, giving a cup of cold water. Today, you don’t even need to do that, unless of course you want to.   

MARCH  10 ,  2002

A PASSAGE THAT IS WRITTEN TO BELIEVERS

1 JOHN 2:12-14

“I write to you little children, because your sins ARE forgiven you for HIS name’s sake.(NOT are “going to be forgiven”)”

A PASSAGE THAT IS NOT WRITTEN TO BELIEVERS

1 JOHN 1:8,9

“If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the TRUTH IS NOT in us. (Referring to (Truth), The Holy Spirit of God indwelling, Indwelt by Christ, who IS Grace and Truth). If (the context is “if ever”) we (the ones that say they have no sin, hence have no Truth in them), He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”

Commentary

Friends, the “we” in 1 John 1:8,9 are gnostics, not Saints. They are not saved.  Gnostic belief teaches that one becomes a Saint by knowledge, not by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit alone. Gnostics taught that a person could become a “god”, but that Jesus Christ was not. Basically, they taught that all people had a potential for becoming “divine”. There is an incredible amount of teaching that people can become a “god”, in “churches”, on radio, and on television today. I am astonished at how much of this false doctrine there is. There are multi million dollar “religious machines” that are doing this.  Any Saint who is thinking that by using these verses, they are keeping a short account of credit towards perfection in God’s eyes is deceiving themselves.  I ran into this problem early in my Christian life. I knew the Lord will come quickly when He does, so I found myself trying to confess whatever sins I could think of, so I would be “ready to go”. I see now, how incredibly stupid this was, and have turned away from this false deception completely. 

Even satan and the demons know that Jesus Christ is God, rose from the dead, and died for sin. Historical facts are not what a Saint bases the assurance of eternal life upon. A Saint is a person who by faith knows that Jesus Christ died to TAKE AWAY their sin, and He was raised from the dead to give the Saint eternal life, by their acceptance of His Life in them. Many Saints are confused about this, and although they have eternal life, they ask questions like “I think I may have committed the unpardonable sin”, or “I think I can lose my Salvation”. The only unpardonable sin, is the sin of unbelief of Jesus Christ. Saints who are not sure of the taking away of all their sins, past, present, and future, recite 1 John 1:9 over and over, or confess to a “priest”, who is only a man.

Don’t get the wrong idea here, NONE of us ever stop sinning. Either a person is sinning under the judgement (which is death) of  the Law, or sinning as unprofitable under Grace.    

It is true that Saints are continously cleansed by the finished work of Jesus Christ.  It is true that ALL Saints NEVER lose their salvation. It is true that ALL Saints continue to sin, AFTER they are born again. Does this mean we should just sin whenever we feel like it? God forbid! There are two ways for Saints to embrace confession.

The first is to agree with the Word of God about sin, and thank Him for TAKING IT AWAY. For example, if a Saint commits fornication, sex outside of marriage, they can read in Hebrews 13:4 that this is sin. A Saint does not go on in fornication, so that they can continue to receive taking away of sin, although they have. A Saint does not go and confess fornication to a religious figurehead in a “church”, in order to receive taking away of their sin. A Saint, if possible, has to STOP fornicating.  This is where the power of the Holy Spirit and the deception of the demonic spirits may have a battle in the Saint’s soul and flesh. All behaviour of a Saint is allowable (you can do anything you want, and NOT lose your Salvation), but NOT all things are profitable. This is the wood, hay and stubble that is burned up, although the Saint is saved as yet by fire. I want to point out a word of caution here. IF you are controlled by a sin that is clearly abominable in the Word of God, beware. You may be unsaved. This is how “churches” today have found large and profitable (money) congregations. By lying to people about the abomination of their sin in the Word of God. God does not tempt with evil, satan does. Never take the word of any person over what the Word of God says. If you have accepted an abomination to the Word of God in your life, and you are miserable, there is a possibility that you are unsaved. Repent, which means to be born again, and the Holy Spirit will remove what you can not. You can trust God completely.  

The second way for Saints to embrace confession, is to realize that we ALL sin against one another. We are to confess THIS sin, one to another. I am talking here about one Saint to another. It may not be possible to even talk to the lost of the world, let alone confess that we sin against them, (for example, anger and wrath).  Where I have found this glaringly obvious, is in the “church at the corner of walk and don’t walk”, and  the “christian forum at wwwlistentome”. Anyone who expresses hatred and condemnation to a born again believer should be examining themselves. I am not talking about disagreeing here, that is normal. Two Saints agree to disagree and move on, they do not hate and condemn each other.   

I want to conclude this with the two real issues at hand, first, ALL SAINTS ARE TOTALLY FORGIVEN. If you are in doubt, go to the Word of God and read Acts 10:43, Acts 10:26:17,18, Colossians 1:13,14, Colossians 3:12,13, Hebrews 10:17,18, 1 John 4:18,19, Hebrews 10:19-23, Ephesians 3:12, and Ephesians 4:32.

Secondly, NONE of us can live the Christian life. Only the Holy Spirit IN us can live the Christian life THROUGH us. The Holy Spirit lives in the SPIRIT of a Saint, and the flesh and the soul of the Saint  is at war with the Spirit. This is why Paul cried out in Romans how wretched he was, and how he did what he knew he was not supposed to do. My discernment tells me that this is so that a Saint never forgets how totally dependent they are upon Jesus Christ for everything. This includes ALL rewards in eternity, which are only obtained by the Fruit of the Holy Spirit, not anything we do. Each and every Saint will have different manifestations of the Fruit of the Spirit, depending on what God’s plan is for them. The book of Galatians, where the Fruit of the Spirit is explained in Galatians 5, is an excellent book to study, in order to see how when man’s works are not of the Holy Spirit, they lead to self-righteousness, and loss of reward in eternity.     

MARCH  3, ,2002

MONEY!

ECCLESIASTES 5:10

MICAH 3:11

MARK 10:22

LUKE 16:9-13

1CORINTHIANS 9:1-27

COLOSSIANS 3:5

1 TIMOTHY 6:10

“For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.” 

Commentary

Friends, Ecclesiastes  5:10 is a picture of the unsaved person who never has enough. 

Micah 3:11 is a picture of those priests of Israel who were  teaching only for pay.  Although the tithe of the House of Israel was ordained by God to support the priests, this is not what we are talking about here. This is talking about an insatiable love for money, which was one of the great sins of the house of Jacob. Today, we have some of the carnal church (babes In Christ), trying to ressurect the tithe, which is nowhere in the New Covenant of the age of Grace today. 

Mark 10:22 is a picture of both unsaved and saved today, those that either believe or teach that they can be In Christ by their riches. Riches can be a great big church building at the corner of “walk and don’t walk” in your city, or a website on the internet that looks just like AirmailfromGod. Colossians 3:5 is a message to these groups of people, “put to death your covetousness, which is idolatry”. 

Luke 16:9-13 is not a picture of Jesus Christ commending a crook. The commender is the “lord or master” of the crook, who is unjust and greedy too. The servant and the master were “men of the world”, the ones we hear nowadays telling us that it is a “dog eat dog” world out there. 

Money is not to be coveted, but to be used spiritually. This means feeding your household and paying your bills first, before giving to a “church” or “organisation” or “web site”. Any “church” or “organisation” that is teaching you that you will be rich and prosperous by giving to them, is teaching false doctrine, and you may end up bankrupt.

Friends, some of the born again Saints of this world are just as ignorant of the message of these verses, as the greedy and covetous unsaved are. In 1Corinthians, all of chapter 9 is addressed to the baby Christians that would convict Paul of taking money for his own greed, just like the unsaved world loves to condemn those who are In Christ. There are also self-righteous legalists who will proclaim that they are commendable, because they will never accept any money from anybody for the teaching of the Word of God. These are errors of the legalistic and self righteous “church” today. Those that love to proclaim about what they do and don’t do, as if this would make them more righteous, more sanctified, or better than others.  Consider the High Priest Isaiah in the Old Testament. He was the High Priest of Israel, the supreme position of “good” behaviour. When Isaiah saw the Lord, the first thing he said was “woe is me because I am unclean”! Yet we have those today that go on about how they do not pay their bills because they are giving it to a “church”, and are therefore blameless against the law. Then there are those who feel good because they do not accept a donation from those that desire to give it to them. Don’t misunderstand,  there are all kinds of antichrist ministries on radio and television that should never have any money given to them. But there is nothing wrong with giving to a project that gets out the Word of God, and there is nothing wrong with those that teach the Word of God receiving a donation.    

Ted and Richard of AirmailfromGod do not “want” your money, because Ted and Richard do not worship money as an idol. However, this does not mean that no one should give to the support of this site because “money is evil”, a misinterpretation of 1Timothy 6:10 that the lost world uses in conversation.  

When I (Richard)  knew the Holy Spirit was telling me to put up this site, Ted did not tell me “Richard, don’t do this because money is evil and I (Ted) will not let anybody contribute anything to what I teach”. I know the blessings of supporting that which is of God, and it has nothing to do whatsoever with achieving money, status, or riches in this life.

During the last four years of my cheerfully giving to what I discern as Truth of teaching the Word of God, I have received more joy and peace of mind and rest in my life, by the Fruit of The Holy Spirit, than I did in the previous 41 years. For 41 years I was miserable and unsaved and terrified I was going to end up in hell, and I had plenty of money. For the last 4 years I have seen all my money dissapear, and have never been more set free by the Truth of Jesus Christ. God provides all of my needs, and it has nothing to do with anything I can manipulate or control, and it has nothing to do with “begging” for someone to donate money to what I do.  

Here is what I have learned that both the rich and the poor are tested with, by their thoughts and emotions and actions. I have lived on both sides of the test, and speak from my personal experience.  

If you have MORE money than you need, the test is what you are going to do with what you do not need. Typically these people say things like all Christian teachers are crooked, so never give anything. They spend their life in total misery, spending more and more on junk and their “so called security of retirement”.  They especially love to proclaim that they are laying up their children’s inheritance, when all things come from the Lord, because He owns everything (Psalm 24).  Lastly, they love to donate to secular world causes (that have nothing to do with Jesus Christ), because it makes them feel better, and they are still miserable.  There is a man with a TV station that does this, and his wife left him to become a born again Christian. 

If you have LESS money than you need, the test is what you are going to depend upon for all of your needs.Some become thieves, and some become “christian evangelists”. These people may listen to satan tell them that they should do whatever they can think of, because “a man’s gotta eat, right”? When a person is born again by the Holy Spirit, God will provide all of their needs, I can testify personally to this. I trust my Father In Heaven completely.  

And, there is a middle group of those that never give or accept any donations because they think money is evil. The devil destroys their rewards in eternity by telling them they are “good” and “self righteous” because they call money evil. Instead of being part of a teaching that brings lost people the indwelling of The Holy Spirit, they are no part of the work of the Body of Christ, although they had the opportunity. Of course not everyone is expected to donate. The Holy Spirit talks to the soul of the person who is born again. If it is to be, they know! There are some people, both saved and unsaved, in this middle group, that want others to give them free books and tapes and teachings that they never study or read or listen to. Speaking for myself here, I never appreciate something unless I have given something for it. I have found that I  began to learn and understand the teaching of the Word of God when  I gave cheerfully for it by a personal sacrifice. And, this is not to give merit to anything I do, because I can not live the Christian life except by the Holy Spirit, and neither can any person do so.

By the way, Ted and Richard still do not “want” your money.  

FEBRUARY 23, ,2002

MATTHEW 6:15 

“But if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father 

forgive your trespasses” 

Commentary

Friends, we should be careful that we do not interpret this verse in such a way that we ourselves have any power regarding our own  forgiveness. 

Matthew 5, 6 and 7 are the “Sermon on the Mount”. Remember that this teaching is before the taking away of all sin on the cross. This teaching is during the Old Covenant, before Christ died. Jesus Christ proclaimed the new, but taught under the old. The Sermon on the Mount is full of new proclamations for the Kingdom age (the age after the one of Grace), such as being guilty of murder and adultery, under conditions that NO ONE could ever avoid in this age. We are in the age of Grace, and when we are Redeemed, we ARE forgiven, and walk in Faith, by being thankful for what Jesus Christ has already done. Our instruction for this age is to be forgiving to one another, even  AS Jesus Christ HAS forgiven (forgave) us. (Colossians 3:13) There is NO born again believer in the age of Grace that will ever lose their Salvation because they did not forgive someone. 

All scripture is profitable for teaching, so let us learn.  It is incorrect to let ourselves become unresponsive, and just say glibly, “Oh I forgive them”. First, there is no pardon for a criminal today, unless they are sentenced as guilty first. We should realize this. Then, IF possible, we can forgive that person. It is not necessary to do this directly to the person, and actually it may be dangerous. Rather, forgive the person in private prayer to your Father In Heaven. 

In this present Age of Grace, we are told not to carry our anger from one day to the next. It may not be possible to forgive quickly,  if an extremely abominable act has taken place, especially in sexual matters. “Vengeance is mine, says the Lord”, and He will judge those whom He must. We do not plan or plot any vengeance of any sort. 

Anger is dangerous, because it can have an effect in the soul of a born again believer. We are not talking about your eternal forgiveness here.  As unusual as it sounds, for you to go on in anger day after day, affects YOUR soul, instead of the person who hurt you. In extreme anger, a born again believer is giving a legal right to the powers of darkness to oppress them. This is not psychology we are discussing, or is it the “power of positive thinking”, which is antichrist doctrine. We are to allow the Holy Spirit of God to work in us and through us, and produce the Fruit of Galatians 5. If you find you can not make any progress in your feelings of anger, especially if you feel ashamed, you should seek help from a Christian Counsel. If you are extremely angry, to the point of a criminal act, or suicide, it is my personal recommendation, based on investigation,  that you refer to the Bob Larson link on our Resources page.       

FEBRUARY 17 ,2002

EPHESIANS 4:9 

“but that He went up, what is it except that He also first came down into the lower parts of the earth?”

Commentary

Friends, whatever you choose to call the lower parts of the earth, this is not Jesus Christ being subject to some power of Hades, (or Hell as some call it), in order to overcome a trial. 

There is more than one multi million dollar “religious machine” that promotes this heresy.  

Without judging the motives of those who teach this, there is nothing in any imagination that Jesus Christ is subject to. Scripture tells us He can only take an oath based on Himself. 

Consider the context of the when the event of Ephesians 4:9 took place. 

When Jesus Christ proclaimed “it is finished”, there were Old Testament Saints, credited for their Faith, under the Old Covenant of Law, who were in Paradise. They were there because they believed in the Messiah who would come. The work on the Cross fulfilled the REMOVAL of sin, from the creation of Adam, and forward to eternity.  Time has no meaning to God, He is outside of time. 

The place where the Old Testament Saints were held, was Paradise, which was referred to as “Abraham’s bosom”. This was separated by a gulf that could not be crossed by those in Hades, although they could see the Saints in Paradise. This is described in detail in the account of Lazarus and the rich man. 

Paradise started out in the garden of Eden. It moved to the portion of Hades separated from those in torment, after the fall of Adam. In Ephesians 4:9, Jesus Christ went to Paradise (in the lower parts of the earth), and took all of the Saints there to Heaven.

In the New Testament, the new covenant of the Dispensation of Grace, it is declared that when the soul and spirit separate from the body of flesh, all are “absent from the body, and present with the Lord”. Jesus Christ will never again descend to the lower parts of the earth, to gather up Saints.

I believe that the Jewish people today, who follow the Law, and believe in the coming of the Messiah, would still be credited for their faith after death. But there is coming a time soon, where a false Messiah will appear to the Jews, in order to fulfill prohecy. The purpose of this false Messiah will be to give birth to the Nation of Israel for the Kingdom Age, under the rule and reign of  Jesus Christ. 

FEBRUARY 10, 2002

1CHRONICLES 4:10 

HEBREWS 10:39 

“And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying “Oh that you would bless me indeed

and enlarge my territory, that Your Hand would be with me, and that You would

keep me from evil, that I may not cause pain!” So God granted him what he requested”

“But we are not of those who draw back to perdition, but of those who believe to the

saving of the soul”

Commentary

Friends, these passages are given to the same heritage of people, Jewish.  Jabez was of the Tribe of Judah, and was under the Law (which was perdition, since none other than Jesus Christ could keep the Law), and the “we” in Hebrews are Jewish who have (instead of Law), accepted the once and for all atonement death of Jesus Christ, and the hope of ressurection IN Christ Jesus.  If you are a Jewish person under Law, you may pray the prayer of Jabez. Land is essential for ALL Jewish people, because of the Abrahamic covenant.  No scripture states that a believer in the Body of Christ is promised land. For Christians, to extrapolate “land” to include money, real estate, and material possessions is false doctrine. Without judging what the motives are of the individual who has sold books that promote this, the teaching is heresy. 

Why?

The Spirit of God dwells in those that ARE the Temple of God (1Cor 3:16). These are the ones who grow into a holy temple In the Lord (Eph 2:21). This holy temple, made up of those who are In Christ, is described in Revelation 21. What about the “building materials”? Well, only that which is of God will be used. That completely rules out anything man can do. The wood, hay and stubble will be burned up (man’s efforts), and the precious gold will be used (man’s submission to the Spirit of God). This takes place in the soul (or heart as some call it). 

The EQUIVALENT to land for the Jewish under Law, is the soul of the believer In Christ.  This is why the above scripture says “the saving of the soul”. We are NOT talking about the Salvation of the Spirit, the free gift of God. How much of your soul (what makes your attributes) will be used by God? The decision is yours, by submitting to the power of the Holy Spirit, and letting Him do it for you. The only fruit of this submission is the Fruit of the Spirit in Galatians 5. All else is boasting of man, and is not useable by God.

FEBRUARY 3, 2002

MARK 6:3

“Is this not the carpenter, the Son of Mary, and brother of James, Joses, Judas, and

Simon? And are not His sisters here with us?” And they were offended at Him

Commentary

Friends, the only individual mentioned in this passage that had no sin was Him, Jesus Christ. Why?

First, how is sin passed to ALL since the fall of Adam? In Adam’s seed, the result of the coitus of Adam and Eve. Sex is not the issue here, because in Genesis 1:28, Adam was told to multiply. Cain, Abel, Seth and others (Genesis 4:1,2), were the result of sexual relations, and did not know sin (Genesis 2:25). The wage of sin is death, and this even applied to the above offspring, retroactively, based on the fall of Adam. 

ALL men, starting with Adam, are the reason that the Adamic sin nature is given to all

offspring, by the result of coitus, and the man’s seed. This is why an embryo can die

in the womb. The sin is there from the moment of fertilization by the man’s seed. Women

can and do pass sin to their children, but not the Adamic sin nature. Therefore, Jesus 

Christ the God-man was virgin born, conceived by the Holy Spirit, not

by Joseph or any man.

But there is more to consider here. The truth of generational curses. These are mentioned dozens of times in Scripture, for example Exodus 34:7 and Deuteronomy 23:3. Four and ten generations in length, and they are not limited to that. God is perfect, hence abides and keeps His own law! We know from the Old Testament that Jesus Christ had to be BOTH in the line of Abraham and the line of David. See Psalm 132:11 and Genesis 49:10.  There is however, a generational curse in a path of the line of David. See Jeremiah 22:28, Coniah, the LAST King of Judah, was a bad King, and was cursed. All his descendants were cursed as well. This is why the Nation of Israel (I am talking about the Nation here, not Jewish individuals), is under a generational curse to this day. This is why the Nation is still trodden down by the Gentiles. Mount Moriah, the temple mount, is trodden down by the Gentiles as this is being written. This is one of the debates of the Jewish Rabbi’s, how could the Messiah come out of a line that was generationally cursed? The answer is, that even though Joseph was in the line of David through Solomon, and under the generational curse, Mary was in the line of Nathan, another son of David, that was NOT under the generational curse.

The crowning fact of all of this is found in the verse we started with, Mark 6:3. Jesus Christ was legally ADOPTED as a child, by Joseph and Mary, hence was the Son of Mary (who was a sinner in Adam), and Joseph (who was a sinner in Adam and generationally cursed), WITHOUT ANY OF THE SINof Joseph and Mary upon him. 

There are warnings to all of us here. We are all sinners because of the seed of Adam, and none of us will ever be in the presence of God for eternity, without the atonement of the shed Blood of Jesus Christ being accepted. Also, generational curses are real, and even GOD was subject to them. He (Jesus Christ) was born through the Nathan line under David.  Generational curses go for many generations. They can even skip generations, where one generation is In Christ, and return in future generations. Friend, if you find you have a hindrance in your personal walk of faith, and you can not seem to overcome it, you may be under a generational curse.

It is a wise scriptural based idea for all of us to pray to our Father in Heaven, that IF there be ANY generational curse upon us, even though we do not know what it is, that we break it by the Power of Jesus Christ for ourselves, our children, AND ALL FUTURE GENERATIONS. This only takes a minute to pray, and may make an enormous difference to your life. 

JANUARY 27  ,2002

LEVITICUS 4:13, 14

“And if the whole company of Israel shall err, and the thing has been hidden from 

the eyes of the congregation, and they do that which (is) to be done of any of all

the commands of Jehovah, and are guilty;”

“When the sin shall be known, that which they have sinned against it, then the

congregation shall  bring near a bullock,  a son of the herd for a sin offering. And

they shall bring it in front of the  tabernacle of the congregation”

Commentary

Friends, there is no atonement for sin without the shedding of blood. God judges nations, and He judges assemblies and organizations. When Titus the Roman destroyed Jerusalem in 70 AD, the ENTIRE nation of Israel went into captivity. Today, we had all better be exceedingly careful about what “Ecclessia” or Church or assembly we are part of. There are many things pointed out in Revelation 2 and 3 about seven different “Ecclessia”, and all Christian assemblies are represented since the Day of Pentecost to right now.
