December 28, 2003

Do you loathe going to a congregation because it feels like a condemnation of how short you are of God’s glory?

What is “christian” supposed to mean with all the different perspectives and attitudes out there?

Friends, I felt this way and asked this question for decades before I was redeemed.

When The Holy Spirit began to teach me I finally began to understand redemption. 

1 Corinthians 2:10, 2:11

“. . . for the Holy Spirit searches all things, yes the deep things of God . . . so no one knows the things of God except the Holy Spirit of God”

Romans 8:1

“There is no condemnation to those who are In Jesus Christ who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to The Holy Spirit”

Discussion

Part One

Let’s start with condemnation. So many times people get “beaten to death” when they go to a congregation with a pastor who tells them how bad they are and how guilty they are, and then expects them to come back next week so they can be beaten up again!

How many times do I see a congregation of people who seem to enjoy being beat up week after week. They go there, they cringe they duck, and do all kinds of things, almost because they expect that somebody is there to put them under condemnation.

There is NO condemnation for those who are in Jesus Christ. Condemnation from God has been placed upon Jesus. What Jesus wants us to do is to learn how to walk in the newness of life. The GOAL OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE IS NOT TO QUIT SINNING, it is to start trusting. When you are trusting, you are not sinning. If all you are concentrating on is what you should not be doing, then you will never get around to what you should be doing,  which is living and walking in the newness of life that is yours in Jesus Christ. There are so many redeemed people that I meet that are desperately trying to quit doing something, and they ARE MISSING THE WHOLE DYNAMIC OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE, to start and learn how to walk by faith in the newness of life, not in the old way of the letter of the law but in a new way of the Holy Spirit of God. A redeemed person can do anything they want to, but not everything is profitable. If a redeemed person takes up heavy drinking they will not be abandoned by God, or lose their salvation, but they might die from liver cancer. If a redeemed person takes up sexual immorality they will not lose their salvation or be abandoned by God, but they might suffer or die from some horrible and nasty disease. 

Part Two

There is no way to integrate and understand scripture without the Holy Spirit teaching you.

How true it is that someone can hear and hear and hear, BUT NEVER HEAR! Every human being has to ask the Holy Spirit of God to reveal the things of God to them. The only possibility of actually being able to do this is if you are redeemed, that is born again, because then and only then does the Truth live in you.

Jesus is Truth and John said the Truth will be in a redeemed person forever. The job of the Holy Spirit is to teach truth. Many redeemed people have the backward idea that they get truth in their head and proceed to get it in their heart. This is actually a reversal of the process. When you are In Christ, or redeemed, the truth is ALREADY a part of you. In the Hebrew society, it was impossible to ever banish an child that you adopted. Jesus Christ came here and put on a Jewish earth suit, and now the resurrected Christ permanently adopts each child of God that accepts His Grace. This is only one of the reasons that a redeemed person CAN NEVER LOSE THEIR ETERNAL LIFE NO MATTER WHAT THEY DO! It is IMPOSSIBLE to separate Truth, Grace, and Jesus Christ.

The teaching ministry of The Holy Spirit is to get what is ALREADY living in the redeemed person, into their head. It is NOT for anyone to teach their spirit, it is for the Holy Spirit to teach them. ALL redeemed people ALREADY have everything they need for life in Godliness. All they have to do is yield to the Holy Spirit that is in them, to teach them. This is how the “TRUTH will set you free”! What a great thing to have happen! 

Conclusion

Some people go day to day thinking how they are upsetting to God in some way, because of what they do and do not do. Consider the crucifixion of Jesus again. Soldiers put a bag on his head and beat him until his face was disfigured beyond any man’s face,  taunting Him to say who was hitting him, if He was a prophet. They beat him with a whip that had a bone in it, so much so that his inner tissues were fully exposed. They put a robe on Him so that it would stick to His wounds from dried blood, and ripped it off to open the wounds again later. They pulled out His hairs and beard by the roots. They pushed a crown of thorns on his head, and beat him over the head to push it in deeper in His skull. They hammered nails through his hands and feet, and pierced his side with a spear so His body fluids spilled out. All Jesus said was “Father forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing!” He could have ended all mankind forever with His decree, yet He chose to redeem those who will accept The Grace of God. 

Now if Jesus was not upset at the atrocities being dispensed to Him, only responding in total and perfect love. why do people think that when they are redeemed, that God is going to “zap” them for some thing they do and do not do?

Friends, think about this, the root of ALL sin is unbelief, and if you are going to cringe and worry that God is going to “zap” you for something you do and do not do. then you are sinning because of unbelief! By the way, you do NOT have to confess this sin to receive forgiveness, just thank Him for taking it away forever at the tree. AMEN!

December 21, 2003

Christmas is a few days away, and chances are you will hear someone mention Luke 2:14. Friends, not every message regarding this verse is credible. The real question is,

“Why are the following two verses so different?”

Luke 2:14

“. . . and on earth peace, good will toward men”

Luke 12:51

“Do you suppose I came to give peace on earth? I tell you not at all, but rather division”

Introduction

Whether or not anybody believes it, the Kingdom of Jesus Christ will one day rule the entire world under a theocracy. His Righteousness will reign, because Jesus Christ is The King of kings. The redeemed (Bride of Christ), will occupy the heavenly aspect of the Kingdom (New Jerusalem), and the reborn nation of Israel (NOT the present one) will occupy the earthly aspect of the Kingdom.

At the present time, this world is divided into three GREATLY simplified divisions-

Socialism and secularism (“european”)

Democracy and capitalism (“christianity and judaism”)

Militant and fanatical (some “muslim” and some “judeo-christian”)

In my opinion, there is a remnant of redeemed people among every “tribe, tongue and nation”, and today’s writing has nothing to do with claiming any nation on this earth as superior to another. 

Many Muslims believe that all should be Muslim, many Christians would like all to be Christian, and actually, most “westerners” would like the world to be democratic! 

What is troubling is when ANY of these groups are prepared to use violence to impose their religion on others, and this includes hundreds of millions of people in all. 

When the non-redeemed people of this world find themselves in the Great Tribulation, NONE of the simplified divisions will be permitted to exist. I repeat, NONE of these divisions. 

The first group to be decimated will be the muslims. This will begin with the destruction of Damascus (Isaiah 17:1) and the trampling down of the “leopard” (Egypt) with the “four wings” (other nations including Saudi Arabia). 

Around the time of the destruction of Damascus, the two “beasts” of Revelation 13 will appear, one of which is the “antichrist”, satan himself living inside of a person. This person will begin killing all those associated with a christian belief, and then turn on those with a judaism belief. The purpose will be to destroy the world’s major religions. Multitudes will turn to Jesus Christ during this time, and as they do, they will be put to death. This group is seen growing in number in Heaven as the Great Tribulation continues (Revelation 7:9). At the end of the Great Tribulation, the “antichrist” will be overcome by Jesus Christ, and cast into the Lake of Fire. This is the “end of the age” that is talked about in Luke 21, and the beginning of the thousand-year reign of Jesus Christ on this earth.  

Discussion

There are only two kinds of people in the world, those who are spiritually dead, and the redeemed who have eternal life. This has nothing to do with a religious division of ANY sort, although there is a remnant of redeemed people in every group.  

I am aware of only one religious faith includes teaching to kill jews and christians, and it is most definitely anti-jew and anti-christian. Jews and christians are called “infidels that need to be eradicated from the face of the earth”, and some followers believe that if they kill an “infidel”, that they are going to go to heaven. 

Is this true for all those in this religious faith, both overseas and in north america, or just the ones overseas and not in north america? And what about ANY group that hates redeemed people?

How is a redeemed person going to know who does and who does not hate them? Sometimes a redeemed person finds out by rejection and exclusion, but they should try and ask other people which “side” they are on. They should point out that they understand that in the other faith or group, there is hatred and rejection of Jesus Christ. Redeemed people should find the “gumption and the guts” to ask someone if they hate or reject Jesus Christ.  

The redeemed should not be afraid to ask which side someone is on. There are all kinds of groups putting up “religious buildings” in the middle of my neighborhood, and I am interested in knowing if they hate Jesus Christ. 

This is completely different than being a “trouble maker” and lashing out at someone. If another person is not seeking any trouble with the redeemed, both should try to keep the peace. It is philosophy that is to be feared, not people. All human beings on this earth are born spiritually dead, and need eternal life In Christ. 

Conclusion

Anybody with a “brain in their head” should understand that there is hatred and division among the people of this world regarding Jesus Christ. None of us want to be living in fear of each other. Is the other person able to coexist with redeemed people or do they hate redeemed people? In my opinion, the majority of spiritually dead people do not hate the redeemed, but those that do are an enemy. 

December 14, 2003

“How and what am I supposed to pray for?”

John 5:30

“I can of  Myself do nothing  . .. I do not seek My own will, but the will of the Father who sent Me”

Introduction

Scripture says that when Jesus was here in an “earth suit” that He did NOTHING unless the Father told Him to do it, so this would HAVE to include prayer. Jesus clearly stated that He was not the initiator to the Father, but that the Father was the initiator to Him. Since Jesus Christ lives inside every redeemed person as the Holy Spirit, there can not possibly be any difference in how we are to pray, and how prayer functions. 

Discussion

Some people pray for persecuted christians they know throughout the world, and I am always praying for friends and relatives be saved. These are specific prayers based on knowledge.

Some people put their hand on a telephone book and pray that every person listed in it will be redeemed by God. These prayers are a total waste of time, because they have no basis in scripture. This is not how to pray, because it has no meaning to it. Praying a general prayer that all the people in some foreign country will receive eternal life is not going to cause God to do it, because He is ALREADY at work to lead them.

People who tell me that they pray for hours on every Wednesday at 4 am, and that I should be there, or those praying for mundane things like a wart to heal are disturbing to me. Way too many people are looking at prayer from the point of view that if they do not do it, then God is going to be disturbed. They often proclaim that if we don’t pray just right, with the right formula, in the right group, under the right conditions, for the right amount of time and so on, then we are doing something wrong. 

Prayer is TALKING WITH GOD. If we ever think we are the initiator and God is the responder  that would mean we are greater than God, because we think we can cause God to do what we desire. God is the initiator of ALL things, ALL things were made by Him for Him, and nothing exists that was not made by Him. The redeemed are able to love Him because He loved the redeemed first. Jesus initiates ALL things, and ALL things includes prayer. 

The religious world spends much time talking about prayer, and little time learning the Will of God. Since scripture says we are to pray in accordance with His will, then how can anyone have a clue about prayer unless they spend time in the Word of God? Friends, study the Bible to learn what His will is, and then by the leading of The Holy Spirit, pray according to that will. 

Even a spiritually dead person can pray in accordance with God’s will. Since a spiritually dead person needs life (not just forgiveness of sin) to be redeemed, God always hears the prayer that asks for the gift of eternal life, since it is His will that none should perish. This is praying according to His Will for a lost person, and that person will be heard. 

A redeemed person is to pray for what God puts in their consciousness. The redeemed are to pray for what God tells them to pray for, NOT WHAT PEOPLE TELL THEM TO PRAY FOR. 

I do not want to set myself up as example for anything, but I strive to pray to God that His will is fulfilled. If a friend or a family person I know is sick, of course I pray for them, but I pray for God’s will, not healing. 

Conclusion

Friends, when you are redeemed, God is your best friend, so talk to Him in accordance with His will, and abandon this religious stuff about a right way and a wrong way. 

I do not understand why there is so much confusion regarding prayer. There is not anything confusing about it. When God puts the initiative in your consciousness to pray for something, pray for it. In my opinion, the reason you think to pray for it in the first place is that He has the answer to your prayer on the way.

Think about this for a moment, why would God put the thought in your mind in the first place if He did not have the answer on the way? Jesus was on this earth proclaiming total dependence on the Father, and He has told us to do likewise! Wait for God to put something in your consciousness, and pray! 

December 7, 2003

“Quit trying to look like a Christian, and start resting like one”

John 16:33

“in Me you may have peace, in the world you will have tribulation”

1John 5:4

“the victory that has overcome the world, our faith”

Introduction

I have experienced many trials and tribulations recently. 

Discussion

Don’t look like a Christian, rest like one.

Friends, how come as soon as you start to live what is called “the good life”, persecutions and attacks come? It seems like every time I try to do “good things” I get attacked for it. How do I comfort myself during this? 

Jesus said we would have tribulation in this world and when you consider what happened to Him while He was here, why would we expect to be excused from it? So far, I do not know anyone that has gone to the point of crucifixion on a tree. so we can all continue to praise God, despite our troubles, no matter how intense they become! 

This writing has NOTHING to do with “good vs evil” which is witchcraft nonsense from groups of the same name that deny the very existence of a devil. 

This writing has NOTHING to do with people and religions that spew out nonsense about how everything is so rosy and wonderful in the world when you come to Jesus Christ. The exact opposite happens, and the most active time of satanic attack is often when a person first comes to Christ, and it continues as each redeemed person grows in Grace. 

Satan helps lost people with their lifestyle, and attacks people with eternal life. He does this because he hates Jesus Christ. The devil hates God’s children, since they belong to Christ, and are no longer an individual that he does not care about. Since satan’s attacks do not manifest among the spiritually dead of this world, it is my opinion that this greatly hinders their ability to see any need for eternal life. In my opinion, the most brilliant strategy that satan has, is to keep spiritually dead people in church buildings and religious systems. 

When you come to Christ and you are a child of God, the devil has “lost you”, which means he is going to try to make your life as miserable as possible. WE ARE NOT going to stop or affect ANY of this by doing good works! Friends, there is nothing wrong with good works, but YOU DO NOT DO “GOOD THINGS” in order to get God to bless you. God has ALREADY blessed you and He is NOT going to bless you anymore because of your good works. If you are a child of Jesus Christ, you are a child of the only living God, and as that child, you are promised by the scripture that you have EVERYTHING you need to live a life of godliness. When He says everything, He means everything! You ARE NOT not going to get ANYTHING new. What actually happens, is that you will spend the rest of your time in this world discovering what He has done for you already, and continue to discover what God will do in and through you. This is what the joy of being redeemed is, The Fruit of The Spirit. 

Everyday, a redeemed person can discover more about His unconditional love and acceptance, His provision, His comfort. Everyday, satan is also hard at work too, and will continue throw the redeemed “off track” for as long as they are on this earth. 

The ONLY thing a redeemed person can pray for if they want to escape satanic attacks, is physical death! Unless you are absent from your body and present with Jesus Christ, you WILL go through tribulation. Do not look at this as something unusual, but remember that Jesus said “Fear not, I have overcome the World”.

Basically, all redeemed people need to understand that when there are people attacking them with hatred and dislike, it is not for you, it is for Jesus Christ. This is what the “christian experience” is, and no one escapes it. When you come to Jesus Christ, you need to realize that the “heat” has been turned up!  

November 30, 2003

“Love one another”?

John 13:34

“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another”

The 13th Chapter of John has two “hot potatoes” in the text, one is about Jesus washing feet, and the other one is this “commandment” to love one another. I discussed “foot washing” a while ago, and if you do not have the time to look through the archive, this has nothing to do with confession of sin. Nowhere in the Word, did ANYONE ever ask Jesus to wash their feet! 

Introduction

From the biblical interpretation “insanity” of today, and in the “religious” things on televison and radio, people have become so enamored with “language study”, that they proclaim this is a direct command. It sounds nice to talk about loving everybody, except our flesh nature and behavior does NOT love anything! 

This knowledge ought to make you redeemed readers out there breathe a sigh of relief. I am hardly loving all of the time towards others, and if people are honest, they will admit they are not either. It is a nice effort and a noble thought to think you can love others, but it is impossible to uphold all of the time. 

Discussion

Jesus told the disciples this when He was here in an “earth suit”. At this time, Jesus Christ taught under the Law, but we are NOT under the law, when we are under the Grace of God. 

If this were a command, then it would be a Law. The Fruit of the Spirit, which includes love, has no “Law to love” being enforced and evaluated. Therefore, there is no demand for you to love, which sure is good news, because you cannot do it by your own effort anyway! Yet Jesus makes this statement to “love one another”. What is He saying?

Jesus Christ loved us first, and when we accepted eternal life, then we RESPONDED. Only when we RESPOND to the Love of Jesus Christ, does it THEN produce love for one another. When we RESPOND to Christ’s love in us, it means that there is a union there that produces the “Fruit of The Spirit”, which is love for another. WE CAN NOT DO THIS IN OUR OWN EFFORT, and WE are NEVER the “initiator”. If we recognize that we are His child  we will know that we are forgiven, we have eternal life that can never be lost, and that we are unconditionally loved. 

This can be a difficult concept for some. Here are three examples that may be of help. 

First, consider when the sperm from a man is in the egg from a woman, then it can produce life. 

Second, consider when the Holy Spirit of God is in a redeemed person (this is the only defintion of being saved), then it can produce the initiation of love through the person towards others.

Third, consider the illustration of the branch and the vine from the Word of God. The branch (the redeemed person) CAN NOT produce any fruit by itself, it can only receive it. The only thing a redeemed person is able to do, is to be a branch that abides in the vine (Jesus Christ is the true vine), so that as the vine sends forth what produces the fruit, then the redeemed person (the branch) can present the Fruit of the Spirit. The key for a redeemed person is to live by faith in the unconditional Love and Grace of Jesus Christ, not try and love everybody all the time by their effort. 

Circumstances around us do not cause our nature and behavior, they only reveal our nature and behavior. No one puts anger into us they merely draw anger out of us. If you need a lesson in this, go for a drive out on the freeway, and see how a person can draw anger out of you when they cut you off! Now consider the crucifixion of Jesus. In all of it’s brutality, there was one unmistakable thing it displayed. The TOTAL ABSENCE of any anger coming out of Jesus! Here was Jesus being beaten up, tortured, abused and shamed, but all that came out of Him was love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness and all the Fruit of The Holy Spirit! All that He could say was “Father forgive them”. To anyone out there that thinks they can produce love all of the time by their own effort, they should consider what they would be thinking as their face was being beaten to an unrecognizable and bloody mess. This is what was done to Jesus, and more, on that day, and all He displayed was Love towards others. 

November 23, 2003

Friends, it is astounding how many people do not know the answer to the question “how do I get saved?” This lack of knowledge is probably the most powerful stronghold of religion. 

It took me twenty years to find the way to answer this question, I urge you to read on.

Romans 10:9

“if you confess with your mouth The Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.”

Introduction

Some people display a banner that says “Jesus is Lord”, and other people come to your front door to tell you who Jesus is. If you want to find out what they really believe, start discussing the physical resurrection of Jesus Christ.  If they do not agree with the Word of God that states after Jesus was declared to be dead by Dr Luke, that He physically sat up and departed from the tomb he was buried in, then you are talking to a person with the spirit of antichrist in them, no matter who they claim to be! It is a waste of time to listen to anything they proclaim beyond this point, whether they tell you they are a “christian” or not. 

Discussion

Friends, just like last weeks writing, this is not intended to be one person disagreeing with another. This is a spiritual warfare that the entire world is part of, including the redeemed.

A redeemed person does not have eternal life by the death of Christ, they have it by the life of Christ. 

Let’s start with a basic idea. Whether anyone will admit it or not, there is a built into every human being a need to be loved, because God put it there. In my opinion, this is one reason why people can be so fond of pets and animals. I know women who adore cats and dogs, and I know men who adore dogs and cats! The reason they do, is likely because of the need that Jesus Christ built into all people, to seek unconditional love. Since there is only one source of unconditional love, then the only way to find it, is to accept Jesus Christ as the Holy Spirit living inside of you. People who are denied love will usually become depressed and lonely. It is a driving need of our life to be loved. In my opinion, the need to be loved can manifest as homosexuality and lesbianism under specific circumstances, and this is certainly true today. People also turn to “things”, always wanting more and more. The weapon that the devil uses to keep people away from Jesus Christ is fear. The devil always is ready to say, “here is something you have not tried”, or “here is someplace you have not been”, so go there and do it and keep on seeking everything, except your creator. This creates people who live in fear, because they are afraid of not finding what they have substituted for resting in Jesus Christ. People literally say, “I will never find the kind of love I am looking for”. Are you in this position in life? I used to be!

Fear has to be driven out by the only way it possibly can, by the Love of God. Go back to the Garden of Eden again. Adam and Eve were living in fear after they were separated from God. They were hiding in the Garden, afraid to reveal themselves to God. Friends, there is nothing new about this truth, because it started with the very first man and woman that were created. 

Lets take a moment to describe fear. If I am afraid to jump out of an airplane without a parachute, I am talking about a real fear, one that is there for self-preservation. The fear that the devil uses is IMAGINED fear, and the redeemed are NOT immune from it, but they are able to overcome it with the Love of God living inside of them. A person who is not redeemed is on their own, and this can lead to abnormal behaviors, obsessions, and even suicide! The scope of this discussion will be in reference to imaginary fear, in the fantasy of ones mind.

Jesus Christ wants us to be free of imaginary fear. Hebrews chapter 10 tells us that because of the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, the redeemed are made perfectly free of imagined fear, because they are unconditionally loved for all eternity. Jesus Christ loved everyone enough to die for them, but to actually receive this love, He HAS TO LIVE INSIDE OF YOU. If He does NOT live inside of you, then you are NOT redeemed, and you have NOT received the perfect Love of God. This is where the spirit of antichrist and religion has it’s stronghold, keeping people who are NOT redeemed, living in fear, so they will give their money and time and devotion to the religious group or person, because of their imagined fear. 

Christianity DOES NOT become practical through ceremony, tradition, or even personal moral reform. We do not bring ANYTHING about, ONLY Jesus living in and through us produces anything in our lives. The ultimate expression of this concept was when Jesus Christ came to humanity in an “earth suit”, and was 100% God all of the time. He did NOT come to show us how to live as God, He was God. He came to show us how to live as human beings, IN TOTAL DEPENDENCE upon God, who is Jesus Christ. The Bible uses the analogy of oil in a lamp, without some oil in the lamp, it gives out no light. Religion has perverted this illustration into one person having more oil than another, making them more “righteous” than the other guy! (run from anyone teaching this to you!)

When there is no Holy Spirit in a person, they are not as God intended them to be. They are a lamp with no oil in it, nice to look at, but no functionality or usefulness.

Back to the original topic, what is being saved all about? It is nothing more than a person being restored to the way Jesus Christ intended them to be, with God living inside of them. Parents give their child everything they need to exist, but only Jesus Christ can give anyone eternal life. Salvation is receiving life in the human spirit, which starts off dead in every human born. 

The cross was the place where God came to TAKE AWAY sin forever, not just “cover it” as atonement did. He came to deal with it, to judge it, to be punished for it, and to be through with it. When Jesus Christ hung on that tree and said “it is finished”, He meant it was finished, it was paid in full, there is no more sacrifice for sin, there is no more shedding of blood for forgiveness, so be reconciled to God. 

Salvation is eternal life, and now that all sin HAS been taken away, it can be received. Religion has twisted this into confessing of sins, and asking for forgiveness. When a person has received eternal life, it is impossible to fall into spiritual death again, which is why redemption CAN NEVER BE LOST! 

The reason Jesus Christ gives His life to a redeemed person, is so that HE CAN LIVE THROUGH THEM. Absolutely nothing produced by a person’s own effort is of ANY use to Jesus Christ. So much for ceremony, tradition, and what a person “does and does not do”!

Jesus Christ living inside of a person produces the “Fruit of the Spirit”. The Bible says there is no Law for this, because we are unable to produce any of it ourselves. God is telling us to let Him do it, because He is the one who take the responsibility. The love, joy, and peace of God (which is in the list of the Fruit of the Holy Spirit) is what overcomes imaginary fear in the mind. Therefore the fiery darts of the devil are intended to counter everything God is. If the devil can deceive your mind into fear, then he has put a stumbling block in your thoughts that is opposite to what the Fruit of The Spirit is.

November 16, 2003

How do you convince a person living “decently”, that they need eternal life?

Acts 13:39

“By Him, everyone who believes is justified from all things from which they could not be justified by the Law of Moses”

Introduction

It may be difficult and even impossible to convince “decent people” of the need for eternal life. Gentiles who carry on like heathens, will receive eternal life In Jesus Christ based on a faith that He will do what He says. Because God is perfection, a 99.99% “decent” person can never be declared righteous in the sight of God, but a 0.01% “decent” person that is redeemed by Christ’s 100% perfection has eternal life, no matter what they do or do not do. The question is not how good you are or how bad you are, it is how dead you are.

Discussion

The dispute over this topic, is not intended to be one person disagreeing with another. It is a spiritual warfare that this entire world is part of, INCLUDING the redeemed. The devil is still alive and well, deceiving, dividing and destroying, which is what he came to do, and he started with Adam and Eve. 

It seems like everybody has an awareness of God, but the only way to have any wisdom of God is to have the Holy Spirit living inside of you, to teach you truth. All God is asking anyone to do, is to agree that this is true. This is why the only unpardonable sin, yes there is only one, is to reject Jesus Christ and The Holy Spirit, to come and live inside of you. Because it is so simple, people proclaim this as too good to be true. Jesus Christ is the end of the law. The law ended, so eternal life In Jesus Christ could begin. If righteousness could be obtained any other way, than Christ died for nothing.

If I stood on Long Beach California, on the west coast of America, and wanted to try and jump over all of the ocean between there and Hawaii, that would be a great achievement. Since I cannot do this, what would be the point of trying to do so forever? Trying to attain righteousness by self-effort is exactly the same. It is a great idea, but is impossible. When you want to do something, and you find out you cannot do something, it is “stupid and foolish” to continue to try and do it!

Redemption starts by following Jesus Christ to the cross, then to the empty tomb (resurrection), but redemption can ONLY be received by accepting the free gift of eternal life from Him, in order to be lead by Him. The result is that the Holy Spirit that is greater than us comes to live inside of us, to lead us. If a person is fixated on studies of “what Jesus did” while he was here, or “what Jesus looked like”, and “how Jesus died” and so on, there is a high probability that they are spiritually dead. Jesus Christ told us not to pursue the manifestations of His flesh “earth suit”, as a claim to knowledge of Him. 

If you are redeemed, let me ask you a question. Since the Holy Spirit lives inside of you, do you ALWAYS follow a path or righteousness? I do not, and you do not, and if you say you do, you are deceived. There are only two powers that affect redeemed people, God living in them and satan who deceives, divides and destroys. This is NOT good against evil. The concept of good against evil is witchcraft, it is not from Jesus Christ, and unfortunately, it is being taught everywhere, especially in the books, television and movies of today. “Star Wars” is full of this kind of stuff, and it is all a bunch of occult nonsense, but yes I enjoyed the movies for what they are, entertainment.  

The truth is, that the moment a redeemed person is not being controlled by the Holy Spirit inside of them, they are being controlled by satan. Be certain that you understand that despite the satanic influence, the Holy Spirit DOES NOT LEAVE. In the Old Testament, the Holy Spirit came and went from people. In the New Testament (covenant) there is nothing in-between. There is no “coming and going” of the Holy Spirit. Either a person has eternal life, and the Holy Spirit is living inside of them, or they are spiritually dead and separated from God. This has absolutely NOTHING to do with what a person does or does not do. There is not a nice person and a bad person, or an “in-between” person. Either you have the thoughts of Jesus Christ or the thoughts of satan in your mind. This is the spiritual warfare that every redeemed person will fight against. I have been manipulated and influenced by satan, and so have you, but The Holy Spirit will NEVER leave me, and He will NEVER leave you, when we are redeemed. I know beyond any doubt, that I am NOT controlled by God 24 hours a day, and neither are you. What satan does to a believer, is to try to kill them, destroy them, and ruin their joy. What the devil canNOT do, is destroy the eternal life of the redeemed person. By the way, despite what the comedian “Flip Wilson” said, “the devil made me do it” is NOT true for a redeemed person. The choice is of the free will of the individual.  

Consider the garden of Eden. Jesus Christ told Adam not to EAT of the tree, and Adam told Eve not to TOUCH the tree. Eve listened to satan tell her that since he was touching the tree (he was on it), Eve was now reasoning that she could partake of this tree. The devil did not grab her hand and push it onto the tree! She was being influenced by satan, and did what she did of her own free will. The point of Adam exaggerating what God told him, was so that satan could use it to deceive Eve. A little tiny bit was added to what God actually said, and that little morsel of incorrect information was enough to cause the fall of ALL mankind! 

The exact same kind of temptation comes our way today. But when Grace is there to move us and change us and lead us and guide us, we are redeemed, we are children of God, and we have eternal life.

Friends, GRACE IS NOT LIVING A PERFECT LIFE! Grace is what God does in you and through you when you do not live a perfect life. Jesus’s Grace is not for the wonderful, it is for the sick and weak. However, this does not mean it is always a good idea to do anything you want (although you can when you are redeemed), in order that Grace may abound. Let’s use the example of alcohol. If you are redeemed, and drink yourself into a semi comatose state every day of the week, you are still redeemed, and you have eternal life. However, you might develop liver cancer and physically die. The drinking was permissible, but it was not profitable.

I always strive for what it says in the book of Dr Luke, approach other believers who may be caught in a sin, with a spirit of restoration, not a spirit of condemnation. The spirit of condemnation always says the same thing, I don’t do this, and I don’t do that. Jesus Christ does not condemn, He restores. There is a very twisted idea about Grace out there, that anyone under Grace is perfect. If any of us were perfect, what would we need the Grace of God for? Go have a look at 1Corinthians 13. If you think you are any of those qualities all the time, go out for a drive on the freeway, and see how you are doing when someone cuts you off in traffic! When someone tries to tell me they are all of the qualities of 1Corinthians 13 all of the time, all I can say is that they are way too holy for me, and they must be ready to ascend into Heaven and ask Jesus Christ to move over and let them sit down next to Him! Instead of such a self-righteous deception, we have to understand our imperfections and our weaknesses, because when we do, then we are ready for the Grace of God. As unworthy as all of us are, Jesus Christ is always there with open arms to receive us. What a Savior!!

November 9, 2003

There are many references being made to certain numbers today. 

Romans 11:11

(Reference to Israel)

“I say then, have they stumbled that they should fall? Certainly not! But through their fall, to provoke them to jealousy, salvation has come to the Gentiles.”

Introduction

As Israel awaits the coming of the Messiah, many Gentiles (non-Hebrews) will repent of the sin of unbelief in the resurrection of Jesus Christ, in order to receive the free gift of eternal life. Some Hebrew people will be provoked to jealousy. 

Discussion

An association of “eleven” to the Nation of Israel

At Kadesh-Barnea, Israel refused to possess the promised land after the twelve spies had returned. Following this, they wandered in the desert forty years, until all who were 20 years old and upward when they had been numbered died, except for Joshua and Caleb (Numbers 13:25 to 14: 31). 

Deuteronomy 1:2 says “There are eleven days journey from Horeb (the Sinai) by the way of Mount Seir unto Kadesh-Barnea.” Those eleven day’s of journey brought Israel to a place where judgment occurred. Horeb (Sinai) is where the old covenant of the law was given, and the judgment was according to this law. In otherwords, judgment came on the eleventh day after the law was given to Israel. 
An association of “eleven” to all of mankind since Adam and Eve. 

There were eleven things that John saw in connection with the Great White Throne judgment, and it is interesting that the description starts at the eleventh verse of Revelation chapter 20. John saw: 

1)a Great White Throne

2)Him that sat upon the throne

3)the spiritually dead, small and great, standing before God

4)books that were opened

5)another book, the book of life

6)the spiritually dead being judged by things written in the books

7)the sea giving up the spiritually dead

8)death and hell giving up the spiritually dead

9)spiritually dead people being judged according to their works

10)death and hell being cast into the lake of fire

11)those not found in the book of life being cast into the lake of fire 

This judgment has no relation at all to the redeemed.    

November 2, 2003

Did Jesus Christ have a wife?

1Timothy 4:1

“The Holy Spirit expressly says that some will give heed to doctrines of demons”

Introduction

US TV set for ‘Jesus wife’ storm 

A leading US TV news reporter has said her network is taking a risk with a news special which asks whether Jesus Christ had a wife. 

ABC’s Elizabeth Vargas said Jesus, Mary and Da Vinci, to be shown in the US on Monday night, was being made “as respectfully as we can”. 

But she admitted: “You can’t talk about this subject without intriguing people or offending people.” 

The program is partly based on the best-selling novel The Da Vinci Code. 

The book alleges Mary Magdalene - a biblical figure widely thought to have been a prostitute - was actually Jesus wife. 

The book also asserts Magdalene fled Jerusalem with Jesus’ child after his crucifixion. 

For me, it’s made religion more real and, ironically, much more interesting 

ABC reporter Elizabeth Vargas 

This story was supposed to have been kept alive by a secret society that included the medieval painter and inventor Leonardo Da Vinci. 

Da Vinci left clues about the story in his art, the novel alleged. 

ABC have already screened the special, which talks to some theologians to try and unravel the theory, for some journalists and religious leaders. 

‘Crackpot theory’ 

It has already drawn criticism from a representative of the Catholic League, Joseph Feo, who said the news special had relied too much on the opinions of Father Richard McBrien of Notre Dame. 

Father McBrien is said to believe the historical importance of Mary Magdalene had been under-rated. 

Mr De Feo said: “The majority of the people who spoke believed in either the plausibility or the outright truth of [book author] Dan Brown’s claims. The facts themselves scream out that this is a crackpot theory.” 

Vargas said ABC had not found any proof as to whether Jesus had a wife, but could not completely discount the theory either. 

“For me, it’s made religion more real and, ironically, much more interesting - which is what we’re hoping to do for our viewers,” she said. 

Story from BBC NEWS:

http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/2/hi/entertainment/3229829.stm
Published: 2003/10/31 10:24:13 GMT

© BBC MMIII

Discussion

Since it is impossible for any person without the Holy Spirit of God to understand scripture, satan joined the church long ago. A church that is made up of spiritually dead people that use the term “lord” all the time, wear crosses as jewelry (to represent a connection to the spiritual world, NOT eternal life in Jesus Christ) and make and watch shows, or write books, based on doctrines of demons, which is what is described in the introduction.  

The answer to the question posed in this television show is that Jesus DID NOT have a wife. How do I know? Because the Word of God does not say that Jesus had a wife! So there is no point in making any comment on any of this weeks’ introduction, except to say it is incorrect.

Friends, as an aside, let’s examine why spiritually dead people call out to a deity they call “the lord”. 

The semitic word “baal” means “lord”. In past times the “lord” of a piece of land, was a “baal”, and WAS WORSHIPPED. The “baals” of a bunch of pieces of land took on names of the land area, such as the term “baal of peor”. This is mentioned in Numbers 25:3, so go and have a look in your bible and see what Jesus Christ thought of this! Eventually “baal” combined into one single “god”, and guess who? Put simply, “baal” is satan. Elijah laid waste to 450 baal worshippers, which I discussed in a recent writing. This cult of the devil never seems to totally go away, and today they are making television shows based on lies. If you want to see one, it will be on this week. 

October 26, 2003

Crop Circles and UFO’s

Mark 8:12

“Why does this generation seek a sign”

Introduction

Maybe it is a “west coast thing”, but many “X file” people live around my area. Some of them think crop circles and UFO’s are signs from God. 

Discussion

Some crop circles are manmade, but it cannot be proven that all of them are. People have always looked for something to call a “sign from God”, but does it really make any sense for God to be drawing these all over the place? 

No person can say if there is life outside of the earth, but Jesus Christ knows. People may claim there is no God but without total knowledge, it is meaningless. The root of the issue, is that we do not know if crop circles and UFO’s represent anything.  

THE ONLY SIGN THAT ANY OF US NEED TO KNOW ABOUT IS THE PHYSICAL RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST. Anyone who ignores this, is called a fool, so why do people that do not believe the resurrection even bother with believing anything? They are lost, they are blinded, they are spiritually dead, and yet some of them claim that a crop circle is a “sign” from God. Even if God came down and wrote His name in a field, would this be a greater sign than His resurrection? It would be a miracle for sure, but what significance would it have? 

Conclusion

The most important issue to me is to seek a way to bring the message of eternal life to the people that believe in crop circles and UFO’s. If I agree with these people that they really are a sign from God, my question to them is what are they now going to do with the sign?  And what about the most important sign from Jesus Christ, that He came to offer eternal life to anyone who would repent of their sin of unbelief in Him. “He who has the Son has life, and He who does not have the Son, does not have life” That is a sign from God too. If looking at crop circles does not bring a person to receive eternal life, then what is the point of even considering it? Why don’t these people look at the signs that God gave us for certain, in the scriptures? Jesus Christ is the only living God of the universe, proved by the sign of His bodily resurrection.  

Hebrews 1:1,2 summarizes everything. “God spoke through the prophets and now He speaks through His Son, Jesus Christ” God’s final word to everyone in this world, is through Jesus Christ, so what do circles in a field have to do with eternal life? 

October 19, 2003

“Are you a virgin?”

1Corinthians 10:32

“Give no offense either to the hebrews, or to the gentiles or to the redeemed”

Introduction

Paul said, that there is to be a distinction made between three groups. Those who do not separate Hebrews from the redeemed, are called “replacement theologians”, and they are everywhere today. They replace Israel with themselves, in prophecy which refer to Hebrews.   

Discussion

There is confusion and argument around the question of who Jesus is speaking to in the parable of the 10 virgins. I accept that Matthew 24 and 25 are a chronology, which means they describe events that take place in sequential order. If this chronological order is rejected, you have to try and insert redeemed believers into the texts.

Matthew 24:2 has already been fulfilled, but Matthew 24:4 to 25:46 do not make reference to the Age of Grace. I agree that there have been fore shadows of what is described in Matthew 24:6-7 since the Day of Pentecost, but Matthew 24:4 to 25:46 refer to Israel’s last prophetic week (Daniel 9:27), which culminates with the Second Advent of Christ. Notice that Matthew 24:10 does NOT say that the five wise virgins are the Bride, only that they are going to the wedding. Therefore, this passage cannot possibly refer to redeemed people, since all redeemed people have the Holy Spirit living inside of them (which is the “oil” referred to) the only group of people that the parable of the ten virgins can possibly be referring to, is Israel.

Matthew 25:1 describes judgment of Israel, which is likened to a parable of ten virgins and talents (Matthew 25:1-30). This is because AFTER the Age of Grace (which is now) has ended, the “self-effort” works of those who received eternal life AFTER the Age of Grace are being considered. If a person tries to define the virgins in this parable as themselves, they run the risk of becoming what I call “super saints of today”, people who go on and on about what they are “doing” for God. Many of these “super saints of today” are trying to keep a “sin account with god”, by confessing with 1John 1:9, as if the verse were a “spiritual bar of soap”. I was trapped in this error of confession a number of years ago, and speak from personal experience. 

Jesus describes the beginning of the birth pangs in Matthew 24:4-8, before He introduces the abomination of desolation and the Great Tribulation. In my opinion, the birth pangs begin and will continue during the first half of a seven year period, that precedes the abomination of desolation, Matthew 24:15, (around the middle of the 70th week). In my opinion, the Great Tribulation takes place in the second half of the 70th week, and the redeemed will be removed before then. There is a study of this subject in last years archive (2002).

I strongly disagree with those who define the Great Tribulation as Daniel’s 70th week. In my opinion, the Great Tribulation takes place DURING the 70th week, but they are different lengths of time. I do not agree that the Great Tribulation is seven years long. 

Hebrew rabbinic literature describes a time of trouble preceding the return of Jesus Christ. These troubles are called “the birth pangs of the Messiah”, because “travail” precedes birth, and just as a woman goes through a period of “travail” before a child is born into the world, so this world will go through birth pangs before the Messianic Age is born into the world. Some rabbis teach that the Messiah will not come until the birth pangs become so severe, that many Hebrews will actually despair redemption. 

The “birth pangs” begin in Matthew 24:4-8.  This is the first half of Daniel’s prophetic week.  In Matthew 24:9, Jesus says: “then” they will deliver you up to tribulation, and will kill you, and you will be hated by all nations on the account of My name.” The word “then” is emphasizing the middle of the prophetic week in which Israel’s “great persecution befalls her.” This is described in Matthew 24:15, which is the abomination of Desolation spoken by Daniel. Jesus says: “therefore when you see the abomination of desolation..”  When you see the word “therefore,” it takes you back to the text prior to the verse. Verse 15 opens with the word “therefore,” emphasizing the abomination of desolation, which takes place in the “middle of Daniel’s prophetic week.” by doing so, Jesus is pointing back to Matthew 24:9 which shows the beginning of the middle of the prophetic week, and initiates great persecution against Israel. The word “then” in verse 9 follows verse 8 in chronological order and conveys a “commencement” of Israel’s persecution. Matthew 24:15-26 then carries on to the Second Advent.

October 12, 2003

“The gospel of Jesus Christ is for gullible types, for anybody who would believe anything, or is impressionable. It is a message for little children and old people”

1 Corinthians 1:22,23

“For Hebrews request a sign, and Gentiles seek after wisdom; but we preach Christ crucified, to the Hebrews a stumbling block, and to the Gentiles foolishness”

Introduction:

Friends, I had no problem writing out what spiritually dead people say about the gospel of Jesus Christ, I have heard it many times.

Discussion:

I am a thinking person who is redeemed. Have you ever met one? What takes your mental energy? What are you thinking about when you read this?  There is a lack of critical thinking among many people, not just the redeemed. The foundations of many things are crumbling daily. They are capitulating to a spiritually dead world. 

My favorite thinking Christian in history was Pascal. I learned his scientific principles when I was in school. But he also said, so very accurately, that there is a God shaped vacuum in every person that needs to be filled by Jesus Christ. Pascal presented the Christian walk of faith as a rational belief, and I agree with him completely. 

Many un-redeemed people think the term thinking Christian is a contradiction. They may be quick to say that it is impossible to be both a Christian and a thinking person. They label the faith of the redeemed as blind acceptance of a bunch of fables, stories, and false truths. While there is a great deal of pointless faith in the religions of today, the presence of the Holy Spirit in a redeemed person makes faith a reality.  

I grew up as a spiritually dead child, who just took whatever someone told me about God. No church that I ever went to ever gave me anything that I could use as truth to navigate through life. I remember this enormous deal being made about doing anything on a Sunday, especially shopping. This is substance-less religious dogma that has no relation to the covenant of Grace. I remember being told many times, “we don’t do things on Sunday”, but never being given an understanding of the reasoning (because there is none). I fell for the trap that many fall for, based on the source and the background of the information, I was supposed to believe whatever is put forth.

I am sickened by some “christian” television and radio broadcasting. It seems that the speaker must be nothing more than charismatic and dynamic, rather than proclaiming   the truth of eternal life In Jesus Christ. I see audiences at these gatherings, nodding their heads, taking it in, without the Word of God open in front of them. No wonder they become lead away in lies and errors. Questioning the speaker at one of these events is quickly condemned as unbelief. The truth is that nobody is examining any of the ideas being taught, with the Word of God, to see if the idea is sound. I get the impression that nobody brought their mind to these gatherings! Instead of learning about Jesus Christ, so many are just filling their heads with error and nonsense. Jesus explained what is supposed to take place instead, He said, “come now and let us reason together”.

In my opinion, fear is the number one stronghold over unsaved people. Almost everyone that I meet, is concerned only with knowledge that is useful to them in a specialized field or a vocation. This knowledge is often dominated by economics. The attitude is that it is only necessary to know what we need to get by, or to get ahead. 

A person without truth may lack mental stability. In my opinion, the people of today have lost the mind to challenge these charismatic and influential religious leaders on television and radio. Our thoughts are less and less our own today, replaced by some teacher, political leader, movie star, musical artist, or talk show host. So many are thinking and imitating someone else’s thoughts. The gospel of Christ can withstand the most intense scrutiny. One of the most intelligent men ever, Sir William Ramsay, set out to prove the Book of Luke was full of error and inconsistency, and he ended up a redeemed believer. 

When I was redeemed, I questioned everything, and found dozens of things that had no substance to support them. I especially found error in the “so called final statements” that church groups put forth. At first I wondered if I just had a rebellious nature, or an unbelieving mind, but one by one, the Holy Spirit taught me how to escape the error and the worry. The key was recognizing that religious error of labeling believing as easy and thinking as complicated, was the way to my mental and emotional freedom. This was completely opposite to those that I watched close their minds and believe whatever they were told. I escaped the deception that my questioning was going to lead to doubt, skepticism and unbelief. When I witnessed a demon of murder manifesting in someone, and what the eyes of that person with the demonic spirit looked like, I realized that there is a very real spiritual battle for the soul. Seeing the Holy Spirit of God remove that spirit, demonstrated to me that Jesus Christ is the only living God there is. 

Friends, let the Holy Spirit of God, electrify and charge your mind and all your thoughts with truth, which is the reality of positive thinking, not that “NV Peale” nonsense. Before I was redeemed, I lived in vanity and ego, but God changed my corrupt soul, to wake me up. My faith found a resting place, not in device, or creed, or idea or philosophy. My faith rests on the assurance of the everlasting Word of God, not what some person has to say about it. You should not even listen to anything I say, without checking it out for yourself! What about your faith? Is it stable, or is it filled with fear and uncertainty and worry? Ask the Holy Spirit to provide you with what you need for faith, and in no way will He ever deny your request. 

If you have motivation to search for truth, you will find it in Jesus Christ. All you have to do is open the Word of God, and ask the Holy Spirit to reveal it to you. 

October 5, 2003

“What about dying, what happens?”

1Corinthians 15:35

“. . How are the dead raised up? And with what body do they come?”

INTRODUCTION

Last month, a musician that I found interesting died from his disease. His name was Warren Zevon. I could see that he had come to be In Christ, from the way his songwriting changed in the last several years. Warren was definitely not a person that tried to keep a clean and perfect life. He came from Russia, the son of a russian gangster type. He fathered a child by the time he was barely sixteen. He had alcohol problems and unusual habits. Friends, this is the type of person that I am intrigued with, a man who had all sorts of difficulties, bad habits, behavior oddities, and cynicism, a real natural man. In my opinion Jesus Christ gave eternal life to Warren and He can give eternal life to anybody, because all they have to do is ask for it! 

DISCUSSION

Well, what about this 1Corinthians 15:35, that asks “How are dead people raised?” In my opinion, every single human being is confronted by this question at some point in their life. An ignorant person (igorant of the free gift of eternal life In Jesus Christ) will replace the troubling thought of death with other matters going on in their life. I grew up wrestling with just such thoughts of death for over ten years, while I was spiritually dead. Because we were all created by a living triune God that is eternal, we are wired to seek to know Him, and connect with Him by faith, in the eternal ressurected life, In Jesus Christ. But the wiring can be short-circuited. Adam and Eve were the first to deny the connection, by turning to their own understanding. Because of this, every single human being is now born spiritually dead. Adam and Eve listened to the false reasoning of another voice, the fallen angel satan. Since then, to this very day, here is all mankind, still stumbling, worrying and walking in fear, until they receive the Holy Spirit of God and eternal life. 

I do not have to guess about what is going to happen to me when my body dies. I will be raised, because the Word of God says so. I am assured to get a new body with no pain and no death. My old body is going to rot into worm food somewhere on the earth, and it will do so without my soul or spirit inside of it. 

I invite you to pray together with me,

“Jesus, thank you for walking out of the other side of death, and by your willingness to be the way, the truth and the light” 

September 28, 2003

“Are you going through the wringer?”

2Corinthians 12:7-10

“. . . a messenger of satan to buffet me . . . pleaded with the Lord three times that it might depart. . . He said to me, “My Grace is sufficient for you; for My strength is made perfect in weakness” . . . when I am weak I am strong”

INTRODUCTION

I remember my Grandfather’s farm, chickens, cows, pigs, the german shepherd, and this old wringer washing machine downstairs next to the coal pile. Washed clothes were put through hand cranked rubber cylinders, to squeeze out the water. As a child, this was a scary looking thing, and I stayed far away from when it was being used.

DISCUSSION

Friends, sometimes I feel like I am going through a “wringer” as well. For me, it is the daily life in this world, and my response is usually to seek a place without telephones, radio, TV, or people. I call it “splendid isolation”.

Moses, David, Elijah, John the Baptist, Paul and even Jesus Christ Himself sought solitude as a response to their world too. They would retreat to some place without people. David wrote many Psalms under these conditions. 

The world will still be there, after the solitude.   

Some psychologists have ranked the severity of troubles. For example, number one is the death of a spouse, number two is divorce, three is marital separation, fourth is going to prison, fifth is the death of a close family member, sixth is personal injury or illness, seventh is getting married!, eighth is being fired from a job, ninth is marital reconcilitation, and tenth is retirement. Further down the list are debts over ten thousand dollars. problems with inlaws, and even getting a speeding ticket.

The ONE thing that ALL of these have in common, is that some change has been forced upon the person’s life. For me, this is a stress, I hate change, and I handle it poorly. Although we all need a certain amount of change, it can be very unsettling. Some people thrive on change, but most people have trouble with it. A really grieved individual gets depressed just thinking about unseen changes to come, even though they do not know what it will be yet!  

When a person is redeemed, trial is guaranteed by God the Father to benefit the saint. He sees that the problem is never so large, that it will crush them into hopelessness. Nevertheless, believers may not trust in the Grace of God, when they are in the “flames” of trial! They demand immediate deliverance, or want a path that bypasses all affliction. Religion under control of darkness offers empty promises to those who want a quick fix. As I look back at myself, every time I said I could not go another day with something, additional weeks could pass by, without my giving up. God ensured that I could go through it, by living inside of me as the Holy Spirit. 

When a person is spiritually dead, they go through life without the Holy Spirit, which means they are prisoners to anger, rage, and bitterness, which leads to self pity, which if not controlled leads to SERIOUS depression. The way they face the trials of life, will be directly linked to their state of health. This should be a stark reality to a lost individual. Who WANTS to be in a state of depression from self pity? The wicked one is always ready offer this type of individual the ways of the world, substance abuse, sexual things, and revenge. If these are indulged in, the person will usually sink lower in depression, or magnify their worldly pursuits, often to the point of killing themselves. 

If spiritually alive person develops anger, rage, and bitterness, they can cast their burdens upon Jesus Christ, which He tells them to do. When a redeemed person is at their weakest, they can be at their strongest, because of God’s infinite Grace.  

Certainly, whether a person is redeemed or lost, there will ALWAYS be an endless presence of the trials of the world around, and believers are NOT IMMUNE to the world around them. The key is the presence of God’s Grace, which ensures that no believer will go past the point that they can bear. Jesus Christ has promised to never leave or forsake the redeemed. They are to cast every care, every burden, every trial, and every calamity upon Him. He is totally credible and dependable, as they exercise faith in Him, despite the situation.  

The lost are also susceptible to destruction, from satanic deceptions in their mind. The wicked one gets them to believe something along these lines, “You are down at the bottom, digging your own grave, look at what a mess you have made of your life. Drown in your sorrow, thinking there is no tommorrow, you are a total loser who will never be set free. You are so worthless, you might as well die”

Only Jesus Christ can provide freedom from this, with rest and unconditional acceptance, without condemnation, no matter who you are. The guarantee is so perfect, so complete, He comes to live in you forever as The Holy Spirit. His Grace and Mercy is there for you no matter what. A believer is able to turn back before ruin. Dark shadows fade, the burden gets lifted, because Jesus Christ is always there. He is the same yesterday, today and forever.   

September 21, 2003

“I have had it”!

Acts 12:25

Acts 13:5

Acts 15:37

“John Mark”

INTRODUCTION

The book of Acts is not a doctrinal book. It is a description of the acts of the disciples, and I am using it here as a historical account of what took place regarding John Mark.

DISCUSSION

Friends, I don’t know how many dozens of times I have gone through the Word of God,  and how many times I have read the same passages over.  I have never said to myself, “I have had it”, in regards to the Word. However, there are many things in my life that I have said “I have had it” to, and I am sure there are some of you that have made the same proclamation. Maybe right at this moment, there is something that you want to say “I have had it” to.

This is for those who have considered God in their life, Jesus Christ, who was anything but a quitter. If you feel that you may have “had it” with Jesus Christ, consider the following. 

Growing numbers of believers are at the breaking point, but none of the talk about “quitting” has anything to do with Christ. No redeemed person could quit on Him. Most in despair want to give up on themselves. They say things like “I just can not go on any more”, “I just can not take it any longer”, “I can not make it, even though I try so hard”, “why give any effort, there is no payoff”.

There are those who have responded to this issue, by hearing someone who continually teaches a positive message. They tell every “christian” that they are receiving miracles, or getting instant answers to prayer, or feeling good, or that the world is bright and rosy. While it is true that redeemed people can respond positively to these words, THIS IS NOT THE WAY THINGS ARE FOR MANY. I am talking about redeemed believers, those with the Holy Spirit living inside of them, which includes me. How sad to hear this type of shallow teaching about the Word of God being pushed in churches, and on radio and television today. In my opinion, the most disturbing teaching of all, is those who liken the life as a redeemed person, as striving for the gold medal in an olympic race. If THIS is the goal of a redeemed life, NO WONDER so many are giving up in defeat, ESPECIALLY younger people. How can anybody live up to this kind of an image, one created by religion and the happy go lucky rich and successful and positive thinking types? What about young people looking in the mirror at a face covered in acne. What about people graduating from higher education,  looking at a pile of mail which documents the large amount of debt they now owe. What about the many who can find no one to truly love them from the world around. Redeemed people are living with heartbreaks, in broken homes, have failed relationships, have academic failures, have hour by hour crises. Some have friends who are hooked on drug or sexual obsessions, and are dying. Many consider an uncertain future ahead of them. Friends, positive thinking dogma does NOT make any of these things go away!

Without any doubt there IS a bright future ahead for ALL the redeemed who are In Christ, but right now, MANY may be looking at problems on all sides. The place to consider redemption may be like the agony that Christ felt at the Garden of Gethsename, not at some imagined prosperity or success. Money is an empty goal. 

If you have lingering and haunting doubts about your life right now, you may be ready to shout “I have had it”!

Never forget that when you are redeemed, you have had ALL of your needs for unconditional love and acceptance fulfilled. That which could NEVER be fulfilled by ANY person, or ANY possession, or ANY achievement. Jesus Christ knows you AT YOUR WORST, and He ALWAYS loves you unconditionally.

Too many people today are labeling Jesus as a “nice” or “good” person who died long ago. We know Him NOT after the flesh, and we must NOT be trying to imitate Him. Only if we have accepted eternal life from Him, are we redeemed.

The life of Christ on this earth, and His death on the tree are only a portion of the gospel. Too many religious systems have rejected the free gift of eternal life, and are spiritually dead, because they have not embraced repentance of the ONLY sin that prevents redemption, the acceptance of Jesus Christ to live inside of them as the Holy Spirit. 

Friends, Jesus Christ will NEVER leave or forsake ANY redeemed person, no matter what they do. This is truth, that is contrary to the false teaching of MANY religious systems all around us today.

There was a man in the Word of God who quit and said “I have had it”. His name was John Mark, and we read about him in the book of Acts. He was a member of Paul’s disciple team. We read that he just “up and quit”! No detail is given of why, John Mark just “split the whole scene” so to speak. All we can do is speculate about the reasons. The world has a very negative tag around the concept of a person like this, “a quitter”. If there is anyone who says they have never thought about quitting something, they are a liar. I have wrestled with this feeling many times. I remember my early career in the medical profession, and I had to quit. I could not live my life in that career. 

There are many factors that cause you and I to quit. Some people call it “burnout” or “lack of money”or “strange relationships with co-workers”, which has affected me at times. Maybe you do not see any results of what you are doing, or that you are fatigued, or that you are not well physically. There are trendy phrases around today, like “I am just not being fulfilled”, or “I don’t sense any reward”, or “I don’t see the bottom line”.

John Mark quit, but he came back. The story ended with him getting a new label, a “returnee”. He had a new beginning, he started over again. 

Many, including me, have said “I have had it”, without realizing how close they were to succeeding at something, and gave up. 

Jesus says “come to Me”, and the reason is that there is more ahead of us In Him, than any of us can possibly imagine. 

The enemy of your soul, satan, will tell you to “throw away your hope in Jesus”, because it will make you miserable in this life, despite the fact that you are a redeemed child of the only living God, with eternal life.

Friends, I have come to that point where Jesus Christ living inside of me, means more than I could ever tell you or write down in words. And I still have worldly experiences that make me proclaim “I have had it”.

Jesus was talking about quitting in the Garden of Gethsename. He asked the Father if it could be His Will to let the “cup pass”. Jesus told of His thoughts of quitting, but He did not. The reason He went ahead, is because The Father STRENGTHENED HIM, not because He got His eyes upon Himself, and decided to strive for the gold medal of the “race”, or received some positive thinking religious message.

I invite you to pray this with me. 

“Lord Jesus it our desire to go with you all the way. You went all the way, to the tree at calvary, to take away our sentence of death, so we could receive eternal life. For anyone praying this right now, who wants to quit and stumble, I ask that You will touch his or her spirit, and renew their strength, In Your Name, Amen”

September 14, 2003

What are blessings and curses about?

Deuteronomy 28:1-68

“Promised blessings for obedience and promised curses for disobedience”

DISCUSSION

Friends, if you have ever listened to doctrines of “british israelism” or “Armstrongism”, sooner or later this chapter of Deuteronomy comes up in the discussion. The teaching of “replacement theology” is based on a preposition that some group of gentiles has replaced the Hebrews.

If you read the first several chapters of Revelation, you will see a regular reference to the woe that is going to come upon “those that say they are Hebrews, but are not”. In my opinion, that condemns any such teaching or doctrine of “replacement theology” as being incorrect. 

Nothing in Deuteronomy 28 is directed to redeemed people of today. It was directed to the Hebrews. ALL redeemed people are ALREADY blessed In Christ Jesus. The curse of the Law, which is death, CAN NOT come upon ANY redeemed person. The Holy Spirit of Life has set all redeemed people free from the Law of sin and death. The curse of God towards sin is death, but all those with the Holy Spirit living inside of them have been set apart from the wrath of God. 

Just as in the “prayer of Jabez”, here is another example of people going back into the Old Testament, and digging up things to bring over into the New Covenant. All redeemed people are under a new covenant, and it is not in Deuteronomy 28. The new covenant is one of Grace, blessing, goodness of God and complete forgiveness that has already been given to those in Jesus Christ.

People, who are coming up with things like curses of Deuteronomy 28, are creating fear in the minds of people that are listening. Primarily, this is because they do not really have a clue what it means to walk in the newness of life that comes from Jesus Christ.  

September 7, 2003

“Galatianism” is everywhere!

Galatians 3:28

“there is neither Hebrew nor Gentile, there is neither slave nor free; for you are all one in Jesus Christ”

DISCUSSION

Friends, if only we could escape the “bewitching” of “Galatianism”. It is everywhere today, and can be found among every group of people, including the redeemed.

The writing this week was inspired by the current “hot potato” out there, this soon to be released movie called “The Passion”. All that needs to be said, is that Hebrews put people to death by stoning, and the Gentiles (Romans) put people to death by crucifixion.

This leads to a question, what is a Hebrew person called, if they accept the free gift of eternal life? The answer is the same as for a Gentile, they are redeemed, they are citizens of Heaven, and they are saints.

A redeemed Hebrew is a redeemed Hebrew, just as a redeemed man or woman is a redeemed man or woman. 

In 1Corinthians 10:32, some make the interpretation, that when a Hebrew or a Gentile is redeemed, they no longer have any cultural identity with their heritage. The fact is that all believers still live in their body of flesh here in the world, and it is absurd to discard the link to a cultural heritage. 

In Ephesians 2:11-18 and 1Thessalonians 2:14-16 there are references to both redeemed Hebrews and redeemed Gentiles. 

In Galatians 6:16, we see these two descriptions used once again.

Friends, there are Hebrew people who believe in the Bible and its promises to Israel, but are unbelievers. There are also Gentile people who believe in the Bible, but are unbelievers.

In the Age of Grace, there is only ONE sin that has to be repented of, in order to receive eternal life, the unbelief in Jesus Christ. A Hebrew believer will acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Yeshua, the promised  Messiah of Israel. A Hebrew unbeliever will not acknowledge this, which is exactly the same condition of a Gentile unbeliever. 

Friends, do not be deceived by “Galatianism”, there are multitudes of Gentile unbelievers out there. Two well-known “groups” show up in pairs at your front door. 

August 24, 2003

PART ONE OF TWO

2Peter 1:4

“by which HAVE been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust”

DISCUSSION

All people come into this world spiritually dead to God. When redeemed, the original person that was spiritually dead, becomes spiritually alive, and the Holy Spirit of God comes to live inside of them. The problem, is that the redeemed person is still in the same body that the spiritually dead person was living in. This is why ALL redeemed people continue to have evil desires living in their body. There is no way to clean up the flesh desires and become “spiritual”. The evil desires will never go away, but there is NO CONDEMNATION upon any redeemed person who fulfills these evil desires. Self- righteous people (those under the law), and their religions, claim they “do not do this and do not do that”, and are actually against Christ, by telling others that their “law” says these are behaviors that must never happen. In my opinion, this discourages a lost person from turning to Christ, because they are terrified of condemnation from God that is the law.

Where does a self-righteous person get the idea that a redeemed person is going to quit sinning? Friends, OUR HUMANITY, ALL PEOPLE, AND ALL FLESH IS ROTTEN TO THE CORE, whether or not a person is redeemed or not! Only the Holy Spirit of God can change it, by revealing truth. NOTHING EXCEPT THE HOLY SPIRIT OF GOD CAN ALTER THE DESIRES OF THE FLESH! It makes me so very sad and upset to see this day to day barrage of “christian radio and television and internet chat” that proclaims any person is making themselves “better” by the effort of their works. The wicked one called satan, just loves spiritually dead people who are incredibly nice, look incredibly good, and sit in chuches, looking incredibly self righteous! Any redeemed person that believes that God’s patience has run out with them, or is about to be condemned for something, or can do ANYTHING that will cause them to lose eternal life, has been deceived by the master of deception, who is the devil. NO REDEEMED PERSON IS BEING DEALT WITH BY GOD ON THE BASIS OF SIN, IN THE AGE OF GRACE. 

All lost and spiritually dead people are only being dealt with by God on the basis of ONE SIN, the rejection of Jesus Christ and eternal life. God does not send any person to hell, they send themselves there. Hell is eternal separation from God, by rejecting eternal life from Jesus Christ. Since I was redeemed, I can NOT understand why any person continues to reject Christ, when every single thing they can name as a sinful pleasure in their lost and spiritually dead condition, is still permissible when they are redeemed. All anyone has to do is trust God to guide them, which is called faith, when they accept eternal life. It does not take the newly redeemed person very long to realize what they thought was so great and enjoyable when they were lost, is not so great and enjoyable any more!

What about these so-called “deadly dozen” or “nasty nine” types of behavior? Specific behaviors such as drunkenness, sexual intercourse, murder, and more. How many people stay in darkness and eternal death, because of the fear generated by self righteous people telling others that God is going to condemn them for any sin they commit after receiving eternal life. Friends, ALL REDEEMED PEOPLE HAVE BEEN SET FREE FROM THE PRINCIPLE OF SIN AND DEATH. The righteousness of Jesus Christ has been imputed to all redeemed people, and the central theme of Grace is to learn to live and walk in it as a new person. No matter what the redeemed person does, God ONLY sees the righteousness of Jesus Christ that has been imputed to them. Self righteous types think God is looking at their own sinful actions, and are telling everyone else (which can include the redeemed) that He is looking at their sinful actions too. This is where this antichrist doctrine of confessing sins to receive forgiveness comes from, 1John 1:9 for some, priests for others, and the Day of Atonement for Hebrew people. Redeemed people that do not understand that God took away all sin and death 2000 years ago on the tree (cross) live in fear and condemnation, not freedom from Jesus Christ.

When we ask of God what He would have us do, He will guide our reasoning in ways that produce the Fruit of the Spirit, which includes joy and peace inside of ourselves. God is infinitely patient, and will wait for however long it takes, if ever, for His children to realize this. This is why a redeemed person can be miserable, unhappy, and follow the ways of self- righteousness, which is the law. This is why a redeemed person can do anything they desire, including any evil nature that their flesh tells them to, and not lose eternal life, however, they will not find satisfaction or joy in their activities, no matter how much they pursue them, and ultimately will lose interest in them and turn away from them.

The best analogy I know of for a redeemed person is like a baby in the mother’s womb, where everything for life flows into that baby, from the mother who is carrying it. In the same way, a redeemed person has a source for everything that comes to them. 

August 31, 2003

PART TWO OF TWO

2Peter 1:4

“by which HAVE been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust”

DISCUSSION 

Under the law, your flesh is demanded to behave, and it CAN NOT. Therefore, unless you die to self, which is the law that demands you to behave, which is impossible, the only recourse is to allow the Holy Spirit of God guide you from an un-resolveable condition. Since all desires of the flesh are still in a redeemed person, the Holy Spirit will guide you away from wanting to fulfill them. This does NOT mean you do not want to fulfill evil desires, it means you do not have to fulfill them, because you do not have to be a slave to sin anymore. 

The law was given to the lost, and does NOT require the Holy Spirit to be revealed to any person. You need the Holy Spirit of God living in you to understand Grace. So a person who does not have the Holy Spirit can not understand Grace, since there is nothing inside of them to reveal it. The skeptic of this truth always seems to make statements like “should we just keep on sinning so we can get more grace?” This soon leads to the “I don’t do this and I don’t do that”, and often ends up in criticism and condemnation of those who teach Grace. I know this first hand, it has happened to me often during the last three years. The trait among those I have observed criticising  the proclamation of grace, is that they create a system of self works to use in order to keep them “sin free”, whatever that is. Confession booths, 1John 1:9, alter calls and so on are common self-work methods.

I KNOW I am forgiven, because God has already done it for me. The “confessor” has a method for trying to get it (usually hoping they did not miss confession of a sin!). In my opinion, the difficulty with a “confession of sin” mentality, is that a person rationalizes that maybe they should not do something, but really want to, and worry about getting the sin confessed in time, in case they die in the meantime. Instead of suffering in this fear filled way of living, I have chosen faith in knowing that I HAVE been forgiven, and realize that anything is permissible, but not everything is profitable. Friends, God’s Grace and the Holy Spirit living inside of me is more than enough for me to flee from immorality.

This is some redeemed people will have sexual intercourse outside of a marriage, without any fear of losing eternal life. HOWEVER, they will find the result of their choice will be a destroyed self-image and depression. God is not going to “zap” any believer for this type of sin, because He already “zapped” Jesus on the tree two thousand years ago. The real issue is that this activity is not profitable for a believer.

This is also why some redeemed person will get drunken out of their mind, or even consume other drug substances, without any fear of losing eternal life. They will find the result of their choice is diseases of the body and the mind, even physical death. Again, it is entirely possible for any believer to turn to drugs and alcohol, instead of Jesus Christ every time they have a problem, but it is not profitable. 

The Word of God tells that it is dumb and stupid to go out and do activities like this, even though I can if I want, with no condemnation or punishment of any sort being given to me, since I am dead to the law, and will never again be under it’s penalty.

Paul wrote of this principle when he said that without the resurrection we are to be pitied of all people and are still under the control of our sins. It is the life of Christ living inside a person that frees them from the unprofitable result of sin, because God can be trusted to guide us away from what is not beneficial. Redeemed people should accept the provider of eternal life, rather than the provision that all of their sins have already been taken away. 

This raises the obvious question about a person who comes to Christ and receives eternal life, but falls back to the law, with it’s standards and confession of sin to get forgiveness. In my opinion, God will not leave a person in this condition for very long, because it is not profitable. I came out just this condition years ago. Although I was redeemed, I was in this bondage of “confession of sin”. The Holy Spirit taught me the error of this, and freed me. I know many people who came out of exactly the same situation, and yes, I do know people that are STILL stuck in the condition. 

In my opinion, it is impossible to possess eternal life, and be unable to understand the full gospel of the truth of Grace, for an entire lifetime. Since Jesus Christ is full of Grace and Truth, and lives inside the redeemed as the Holy Spirit, it makes no sense to suggest any other outcome. 

Salvation is only one thing, being saved from the consequences of sin (which is death), by the gift of God, which is eternal life. The only way any of us can be eternally forgiven, was to have all consequence of sin eternally taken away, which was done on the tree, by Jesus Christ.   

August 17, 2003

If Jesus Christ is not everything we need, than who is or what is? 

2Peter 1:3

“As His divine power HAS given to us ALL things for life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue”

Discussion

Since Jesus has given us everything we need for life (physical) and godliness (spiritual), what else would we need? As I wrote a while back, this brings us to the question again of “what do we pray for”? Almost all prayers seem to be for what we think we need, despite scripture that tells us that He has already given us everything. I cannot find writings that describe Paul praying to obtain more personal possessions, and he obviously had what was required, to follow God’s will. Basically, Paul prayed to know the height and width and depth and breadth of God, and what else would anyone need to do above and beyond this? Sadly, much of what I see going on today, are people turning God into a “heavenly vending machine”, by putting in their “quarter of faith”, and waiting for some “spiritual treat” to come out. 

In my opinion, pray with a thankful heart and ask to learn God’s will for us. This is based on the fact that we know it is His will for us to give thanks in all things, because it tells us. “This is the Will of God for those who are in Christ Jesus”. I am not describing glib and repetitive prayers here, such as these rituals of asking food to be blessed every time a morsel is about to be eaten. I am talking about thanking Him for such things as loneliness and depression, and our weakness, because this is what makes us more dependent on Him, instead of turning to our own faulty reasoning. I have learned that it makes a lot of sense for me to ask Him to reveal what His will is for my life, and then ask Him to carry it out. I find it better to move in this direction, rather than the desires of my flesh, that are always there to get me into trouble.

August 10, 2003

Come away and rest a while.

Mark 4:38

“But He was in the stern, asleep on a pillow”

Introduction 

If Jesus had to do it, certainly we must need to rest too, because nothing is worth burnout.

Discussion

Elijah was a biblical character described from 1Kings 18:36 to 1Kings19:8. This prophet performed his mightiest work for the Lord, when alone, he confronted evil King Ahab and the 400 frantic false prophets of satan (who worshipped “baal”, a pseudonym for the devil, who is still being renamed and presented in religions of today). 

Elijah was fatigued because he had the task of calling down fire from Heaven to consume a sacrifice soaked in hundreds of gallons of seawater, and then by himself, slay all 400 false prophets with a sword. He was then called to exercise his faith to the maximum, by prophesying to the King, that a heavy rainstorm would immediately soak the drought parched land, when there was only one cloud the size of  persons hand in the sky. All of this would have been quite a day’s work, except he was not done yet! Listen to this, Elijah then hiked up his robe (called girding his loins, since men wore the equivalent of a dress in those days) and ran more than 90 miles from Carmel to Beersheba. Not many people have ever run 90 miles in one marathon. Well, finally when Elijah could go no further, he collapsed on the ground in a hot desert, and crawled on hands and knees to prop himself against a dried up and stick like “broom tree”, and proclaim “it is enough”. Basically he told the Lord, “I have had it Lord, just kill me and be done with it”.

Well these discouraging and self-destructive words coming from the parched lips of Elijah demonstrated how totally weary this man must have been. But the Lord knew all about this fatigue and responded by not saying one word to Elijah. Instead, He let him have a good sleep. 

As Elijah slept under the broom tree, suddenly an angel touched him and said arise and eat. There by his head was a bread/cake and a jar of water. So Elijah ate and drank, and lay down again. When the angel of the Lord came back a second time, He touched him again and said arise and eat, for the journey is too great for you. So Elijah got up, and ate and drank. This went on for 40 days and 40 nights. 

God’s answer to Elijah’s fatigue was to eat and drink and rest. 

For Elijah, God prescribed food, water and rest. Certainly, Elijah had been doing too much, going too far, carrying too much of a burden, and it was time to pull the plug on all that activity for a while and rest up.

How unspiritual, some might say today. I disagree completely, it was God Himself that provided the time of food and rest. An angel brought a specially catered meal right to the base of the broom tree. Two times the angel said, “rise up and eat and drink and get your strength back”. How can you be more spiritual than that? Try to imagine how tired this guy was. Imagine seeing an angel of The Lord sent by Jesus Christ Himself, showing up and serving lunch!  It is hard to imagine Elijah mumbling thanks, rolling over and going back to sleep. Even harder to comprehend is that after another 40 winks, or whatever you want to call it, the angel comes back with meal number two, and tells him to get up and eat again, because the journey is too great if he does not. I have no idea of knowing what was in those bread/cakes, but talk about a power bar! For sure what the creat,or of the universe sendt, was best for Elijah. Whatever the bread/cakes contained, it was enough to keep Elijah going, in the middle of a scorching dry desert, for a month and a half. God knew what it would take for Elijah to accomplish the next phase of his journey, which was to climb a mountain. He knew what Elijah needed to do His Will. 

Elijah sat out in that hot desert, under a dried up tree, exhausted, to learn about the only place his strength came from. It was provided by Jesus Christ, which made Elijah ready to do anything. 

Conclusion

The bottom line here is to realize that when Elijah came to the end of his strength and sat down to die, he was told to rest in the assurance of the Lord, eat of His bread/cake of life, and drink His water, which ensured he would not be hungry or thirsty. Only after this, did he have the stamina and ability to step out again into a new phase of God’s direction for him. 

Elijah could not have done a thing without those bread/cakes, water and rest, and it is no different for any of us today. While there is a truth to the fact that not eating, or not eating a beneficial combination of foods will hinder the health of any person, the picture is much larger here. 

Let’s never get so distorted in our  thinking, to think  that we can do anything for God, lest we lose our reasoning. The redeemed are still living inside a body of flesh, along with all the misplaced desires for pride, ego, material things, sexual desires, and personal gratification. The redeemed are not in a spirit body yet, the one that can walk through walls and overcome gravity. 

We need to rest in God’s promise, that He will do all things in and through us. We need to forget religion, self works, trying to sanctify ourselves, trying to not do this and not do that, and abandon any thought that we can offer anything whatsoever to God in our own energy. 

He does it all, we are to do nothing except let Him do it in and through us. Unless we let the Holy Spirit reveal the meaning of the Word of God to us, which means we are eating the bread of eternal life, and drink of the living waters of the Grace of Jesus Christ, by completely trusting Him to do what He promises, we are not resting, and will only burn out and give up.   

August 3, 2003

“Why I teach a remnant message, 

to a remnant of people” 

2Corinthians 2:14

“Now thanks be to God who always leads 

us in triumph in Christ, and through us diffuses

the fragrance of His knowledge in every place”

Introduction

Many of you are unaware that I wrote articles for several other websites during a three year period.

Never in my life, was I exposed to such hatred, condemnation, and rude contempt. It came from “legalistic christians”. 

The word of God warns about being un-equally yoked with one another. Well, I learned this lesson first hand, by proclaiming grace to these “christians” who were following the law and walking in legalism. Not only were these people critical of themself, since they were trying to please God in the energy of their own flesh, but they were also critical of everyone around them!  

Discussion

Last week, we discussed a new person who comes to Christ. 

As redeemed people proceed in eternal life, one thing is certain. There is no additional merit or worth accountable to any redeemed person in the body of believers, no matter how long they live. Any person with the Holy Spirit living inside of them is redeemed, has eternal life, has all blessings in Jesus Christ, is a child of God the Father, is a saint, and is a citizen of Heaven. This is all or nothing, either a person is redeemed and has eternal life, or is dead in their sins and trespasses.  

I proclaim grace teaching. By making this decision, I knew from experience, that the number of people that were going to listen to me would be fewer in number. I teach what Paul referred to as the “meat of the word”, and it is not popular at all. Although some people listen to me and leave, I am not emotionally distressed in the slightest. Those that do stay, are consistently stable and loving brothers and sisters, who I love very much. 

So many people today only want to hear a salvation message, or something on some positive thinking, or how to think and grow rich, or a prosperity gospel, but not anything about what the Word of God says doctrinally in the new covenant, which begins with the book of Romans. I am not aware of a grace ministry that is growing much anywhere. I strive to grow in grace, not in audience numbers, but I hear from readers all over the world. 

To me, growing in grace means to proclaim Jesus Christ and eternal life, trusting Him to do EXACTLY what He said He would do, build the Church. I am filled with joy to know when people who read my writings, are clearly In Christ. 

I have never understood why people reject the teaching of grace, to me it is the most loving and re-assuring message in this world. People do not seem to want to rest In Christ, they want something to do. People do not seem to feel comfortable being led by the invisible spirit that lives inside of the redeemed. Friends, grace has nothing to do with me instructing someone what to do! When you abide In Christ, He instructs you what to do. My wife walks in grace by looking after three children and responding to me, (eeeks!)  because that is what the Holy Spirit leads her to do! 

Conclusion

The primary activity of a redeemed person is NOT “soul winning”. There are so many organizations geared to that today, thinking that all they should do is “witness”, which usually manifests as “I don’t do this, and I don’t do that”, for the purpose of covering up an inferiority complex. This actually makes them quite objectionable, and I am sure you know people just like this that are annoying to others.

The primary activity of the redeemed IS to give out the Word of God, based on His promise that He will see that it accomplishes His purpose. This is not complicated.  It is as simple as proclaiming what Jesus Christ means to you, because He is the Word of God. The book of Revelation describes this as giving a cup of water to someone, which is proof of your redemption, because the cup contains the living water of Jesus Christ. This weeks’ verse from 2 Corinthians proclaims this and it has nothing to do with whether anybody likes you, or if anybody will listen to you. Jesus Christ is building the church of the redeemed, not ANY person. The ONLY reason ANY redeemed person is pleasing to God, is because Jesus Christ is living inside of them as the Holy Spirit.  We could eradicate all religion today, if people were able to comprehend this.    

The Word of God says that the only commandment of God today, is for redeemed people, is to love other believers. I have never known any redeemed person to reject this, but I have met many “christians” who have gone away from me, and they were not likely to be a part of the body of Christ.

A believer will find always find joy and inner peace when they follow what Christ desires for them. This is not necessarily a list of legalistic and dramatic things to do! All those with eternal life are under Him, NOT the mosaic system of law. 

In the new covenant, God’s promise is to bless His Word, not some person, religion, church, or organization. A redeemed person is blessed of God when they bring forth the “Fruit of the Spirit”.  ALL redeemed people bear this Fruit, whether they realize it or not. This is why all redeemed people are taken from this world before the great tribulation, and all redeemed people receive reward in Heaven. 

Next week, one of my favorite men of the Bible, Elijah.      

July 27, 2003

 “Now what?” A person in California asks, “How should I approach the new believers lifestyle?”

John 1:17

“For the law was given through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ” 

Discussion

Often, when a new person comes to Christ, somebody heaps a pile of expectations upon them. A stumbling block to many, is learning to rely on something that they can neither see or touch, which is The Holy Spirit. The life of a redeemed person is an exchange of a spiritually dead life, for the life of Christ living in them. He is their life, their hope, and their counselor. 

When a person does not get a hold on this truth, they turn to error. This is one reason why there are so many denominations, churches and people teaching a form of the Mosaic Law today, because it gives them something to look at, touch, boast about, and conform to. 

As I discussed previously, the “prayer of Jabez” is non-sensical activity to me, and here is another. This nonsense about wearing a piece of jewellery (often a bracelet) that says “What would Jesus Do” (WWJD). It is never “what would Jesus do”, it is what would Jesus have us do. NO ONE on this earth today is to copy Jesus Christ. If they did, they would be walking on water, healing the blind, making the deaf to hear, cursing fig trees to make them wither, and so on. What Jesus did, was to walk by faith, trusting the Father to tell Him what to do. To “do what Jesus would do”, actually translates into walking by faith In Jesus for us. 

The life of Christ living inside of the redeemed, is the ministry of the Holy Spirit. Some denominations start with the teaching of the Holy Spirit and turn it into mysticism, signs, and wonders. Others teach that the Holy Spirit does not even indwell the redeemed. The only truth of this issue, is that Jesus Christ lives in you as the Holy Spirit when you are redeemed. Jesus Christ in a believer, is their only hope of glory. We have to realize that this means an ability as redeemed children of God, to participate in the divine nature that lives in us. That divine nature is the Holy Spirit.

Because of free will, a believer can make a choice to walk in the Holy Spirit, or walk in efforts of their own.  Those that tell me that I do not have this free will to choose, have an understanding of the sovereignty of God that is totally different from mine. God has allowed all people to make a choice, knowing full well of the decision of some to reject His will for them. The only way the life of a redeemed person can function, is in the grace that is imputed to them, In Jesus Christ. When you allow the Holy Spirit to renew your mind, He is not going to lead you contrary to your will, because now that will has become submission to Him. This guidance into all truth is what sets you free. Believers see the stark realism of what life is, including the trials and tribulations. When we allow our minds to be renewed, we are delivered from a reliance upon emotionalism, especially depression. 

God has to be taken at His Word, which says if we allow Him to live through us, then we see His things happen in our lives. This is opposite to the “gobbledeygook” we see in religion today, what people produce in their own energy. This self effort is the reject wood, hay and stubble talked about in the bible, that is burned up. An example of this are people using their own energy, trying to build the church. Some seem to be constantly looking for guidelines of successful church building, so they can copy this big church and that big church for themselves, and think they are going to get rewarded for it. This is useless effort of the flesh. Only when we allow Jesus to build the church, do we find the one that the gates of hell will never prevail against.  Nowhere in the New Covenant are we ever told to build the church. Jesus Christ said “I’ll build it”.

Conclusion

We need to get our eyes off of other believers, and realize that our responsibility is to be available to the living Christ, who lives in us. It is not necessarily forming a ministry, or teaching a Bible study, it is doing what He is leading us to do. 

God is never through with any believer, so do not be hard on yourself. Let Jesus have His way in your life, with a will that says, “Lord I am available for you to change me”, and watch Him go to work.

The lifestyle of a believer avoids looking at what somebody else is doing, because when it says you are better than they are, it is pride, and when it says you are worse than they are, it is self-condemnation. Both these emotions are from the pit of hell.    

July 20, 2003

1Corinthians 7:3

“Let the husband render to his wife the affection due her, and likewise also the wife to her husband”

Introduction

Friends, I could teach on this seventh chapter of 1Corinthians for at least the next twenty weeks. These passages are God’s truth about intimate relations between men and women, yet almost every day of the week, people turn to media sources that teach foolishness and destruction..

Definitions

When I use the term “redeemed”, I am not talking about “church goers”, or those who say they are alive, based only on forgiveness from God (although this is a component of eternal life).

The redeemed are spiritually alive people who love Jesus Christ, as a response to His Love for them, to walk in the Grace of God, dependant on Christ and His Love, thanking Him for what He already has done.

Discussion

As was discussed last week, the NEED OF EVERY PERSON FOR UNCONDITIONAL LOVE AND ACCEPTANCE, CAN ONLY BE MET IN CHRIST. 

This need for unconditional love and acceptance will never be met by any person, including a spouse. When it has been met by Christ, then and only then, will a person be able to serve another in love, which is why the passage this week says, THE MAN LOVES HIS WIFE, AND THE WIFE RESPONDS TO HIS LOVE. 

Here are my observations about every relationship or marriage that I know about, that became miserable, unpleasant, or ended. This includes my relations (when I was spiritually dead), and my spouses relations (who received eternal life when she was a child). 

In the western world, relations (even “gay” ones!), and marriages begin with a “feeling” from both the people involved, that the other person “makes them happy”. The relation or marriage becomes unpleasant, or ends when one or both of the people involved says to the other person “you do not make me happy anymore”. Friends, it should be obvious that since only Christ can fill the need for a person to be loved and accepted unconditionally, that there are going to be many difficulties when the Holy Spirit is absent in one or both of the people.  

The Word of God compares spiritually dead people to a dog. This is not meant to be insulting, rather it reveals a behavior. I have a pet dog, and we love it as a part of our household, but this animal does not have a spirit, it only has a body and a soul. My dog does not need the unconditional love and acceptance from Christ that a person needs, because it does not have a spirit. Our dog wants affection (so we pet it), food and shelter (so we feed it and give it a doghouse), and a sense of purpose (so we play with a ball and a “frisbee”). A spiritually dead person wants affection (love or sex), food and shelter, and a sense of purpose (career, wealth, power, control, achievement).

If we do not give our dog affection, food, shelter, and a sense of purpose, it will be miserable, and will want to leave. Spiritually dead people will focus only on these needs, to try and fill the vacuum of the missing unconditional love and acceptance from Christ, with their “needs”, so they can be “happy”. As soon as these do not get met, the “happiness” is over, they are miserable, and they want to end the relationship, or try and find someone else to fill their need. Lost people find other lost people, to have relations with, in their attempt to be “happy”, and it does not work. Some people become so stuck in this loop, that when they are not desirable to others, or unhappy, they commit suicide. Men so often seek to control others, they can become very unpleasant, making a woman (redeemed or lost), miserable to the highest degree. 

Women, so often seek love from others that they easily latch onto pets as a substitution, which can lead to a dozen animals or more. Redeemed women (including those who are married) will very often have a dog or a cat, if there is a lack of love towards them.  Women with multiple personalities, especially when one of these is a child, may have dozens and dozens of stuffed animals all over the place! I have even seen people from dead religions cover the front and rear of their cars interior with stuffed animals and figurines!

I counseled two women suffering from depression during the last year. None of the four people involved (two couples with husbands) displayed any evidence of redemption, so none of them had their spiritual need for unconditional love and acceptance met. These women have the most miserable life imaginable to me. One husband is an alcoholic, who has thrown away over a hundred thousand dollars of his wives money to travel back and forth to “Russia”, and explore his sexual needs with prostitutes. The other wife is kept in the house as if it were a prison, doing everything household, while the man plays golf, travels, and puts together “big business deals”. Both of these women are allowing their husbands to do this to them, because they seem to think their need for unconditional love and acceptance is somehow being fulfilled by these men!  

So what if either woman in this situation receives eternal life, and wants to get away from their spouse, with divorce and re-marriage? Will this be considered adultery? 

We go to the explanation in the new covenant that we live in today, explained by Paul in the seventh chapter of 1st Corinthians. In there it talks about how a man and wife are to live with one another, and then it talks about the unmarried in verse 8 (either a person was married and is now unmarried, and the widows, and a person who was married, and is no longer married due to the death of their mate). Further down in verse 25, virgins are defined as one who has never been married. Paul then says, “so to the unmarried and the widows, I say it is good for them to stay unmarried as I am, (they are better off to stay single, if it is beneficial). But then he says that if you can not control yourself, then you should marry, because it is better to marry than to burn with passion. Friends, this is as practical as you can get. When you have enjoyed the pleasure of sexual gratification, which is best in the context of marriage between or two redeemed people, and all of a sudden that is cut off, well you can certainly burn with passion! What it says here is that if this is going to be the situation, then you are better to marry, instead of “clawing the wallpaper off the walls”! (which is hardly spiritual). Myself, I do need to be married, I would be clawing off wallpaper as I was climbing the walls, if I was not! 

The chapter then explains what a woman is to do when married, if their husband has run off, meaning that the bond and commitment that he made, has been broken. There is clearly an option to divorce. Some people can not live with a broken commitment,  and there are some people that do run away, who do NOT want to get back together. For this, the Word clearly says LET THEM GO, so you can live in peace!

Basically what is being said, is that when divorce has occured, then you are better off to stay single. But if you cannot control yourself, you should marry, because it is better to marry than to burn with passion. I always have noticed that thought down in verse 28 that goes on to say, “those who marry can still face troubles in their life!”

The point is that if we are divorced, we are divorced, and that makes us an unmarried person. Friends, it is amazing how many men and women stay in horrible and abusive dead relations, and how many men and women burn in lonely passion, because they go back to Mosaic Law, trying to live under that Law, the old covenant, which has been replaced by the Grace of the new covenant. No one is told to be “celibate”, “unmarried” or “married” anywhere in the new covenant, so why should any of us be suprised by the sexual fornications manifesting in religion today?

Friends, if you are redeemed and your mate is redeemed, then it says you should stick together, because if you will stick together, God will bless your marriage. On the other hand it says if you are married to a spiritually dead person and they do not want to live with you it says to LET THEM GO, because this may be only way for your to live in peace. This is what the Word says, under the new covenant of Grace, which we live in now. It says that two people living in Grace can have their marriage restored, which it can, and I have seen this.

When you have someone who is not redeemed, matched to someone who is, and they do not want to live together, typically with a proclamation from the lost one that says “I don’ want to be married to this Jesus freak, I don’t want anything to do with someone who looks to the Holy Spirit to guide them in what they do”, and “I want to get what I want, whenever I want it”, then it says you can let them go.

Redeemed people do not proclaim like this, because the need for unconditional love and acceptance has been filled, and they do not have to mimic fulfillment with pleasures of the soul, which is the lie of the devil, and only leads to destruction, depression, and death.”

Since “all we like sheep have gone astray”, our natural state is to control our own circumstances, or try to control someone else’s. Redeemed people learn to relinquish more control to the Holy Spirit, and quit trying to control everyone around them, their husband, their wife, or every person they come into contact with. If a redeemed person is suffering a life of misery with an unredeemed person, they need to draw a line in the sand, and say that they have had enough of this emotional garbage, and dissolve the marriage if the other will not respond. Redeemed women that suffer with this, need to realize that Christ has promised to meet their needs, and quit listening to the devil whispering in their ear that they are not going to succeed if they leave their lost partner.

So what about women or men that go through a divorce, and experience depression? The fallen angel has all kinds of things to say to a person going through a divorce, “you are a failure, you can not hold anything together, it was your fault”, which are all depressing thoughts, so they can become depressed. All people have been designed by God in such a way that their emotions are predictably going to respond to whatever they are thinking. We feel jealousy when we think jealous thoughts, we feel anxiety when we think anxious thoughts, when we are afraid we are thinking fearful thoughts, so therefore when we are depressed we have been thinking depressing thoughts!

This is not a complicated issue, we were designed this way. It is not complicated to get an emotion, all we have to do is think the emotional thoughts. A peace that surpasses all understanding will overcome this, meaning In Christ Jesus. The psychological community “cons” people into thinking it is unusual to have these thoughts and emotions. Psychologists are experts at making people think they are one strange woman or man, if they have these thoughts. There is nothing strange at all about being depressed or anxious. If you want to have a panic attack right now, start thinking panicky thoughts! This is nothing more than being all a part of the human experience. When you go through a divorce, you have gone through somewhat of a failure. Your only hope is to realize that in God’s economy, there really is not anything that is a failure. There is only one issue, ARE you going to walk in faith with Jesus Christ through this? This is when you realize that satan is bombarding your mind with all kinds of incorrect thoughts, because he attacks when you are down. He wants to get you down further, which is the spiritual warfare that all people, including the redeemed, go through. A believer resists the devil by yielding themselves to Jesus Christ, and that is when the wicked one quits bombarding them with thoughts, and things change. You have to get your mind back on what is truth, which is called renewing your mind, and it only comes from the Holy Spirit when it lives inside of you, to reveal what Truth is, and it is ALL in the Word of God. Recall the verse that says “I am convinced that nothing can separate me from the Love of God, trials can not, tribulation can not, all because him who loved us and gave his life to us” AMEN!

CONCLUSION

The man to woman expression of love is analogous to the Holy Spirit living inside the redeemed, which is the only way to know about God the Father, and Jesus Christ.

On the human plane, love manifests somewhat differently for for females and males, especially in terms of self-sacrifice. Random and meaningless sexual intercourse has nothing whatsoever to do with any analogy regarding the Love of God.   

The “natural and spiritually dead” part of a man is seeking power, and rarely will a “natural man” sacrifice himself for a woman, unless the woman is a part of him. This is what the Word means when it says the two shall become one. During the last several decades, the “feminist concept” has contradicted this merging, calling it “unfashionable”. 

Regardless of what has been promoted by “natural people” for the last 6000 or so years, women exchange power for men with love for them, which is the way God made us to be. 

When a woman makes a wise choice for a husband, she will receive more love as she  “surrenders” herself. because self sacrifice is how women show love. (you women out there, am I right?)  Men respond to this, and inspires their love. Only under these circumstances, will women be able to find patience, acceptance, adaptability, and support. Men who receive this responsibility and trust, will find deep satisfaction and peace of mind. When this relationship is absent, both men and women often find themselves trapped in lives of bitter solitude. 

This exchange has nothing to do with male control and manipulation, because a loving man nurtures his wife. He wants to love her, he talks to her, and wants her to take responsibility for various aspects of the relationship, and these do not even have to be traditional. Women are then allowed to have a personality, pursue work of their own, and have a point of view. My wife does not always agree with me, but she adjusts to me. I have freedom and peace of mind, and my wife is happy too. 

There is really nothing that another woman can tempt me with sexually, and the women I counsel, find this out early in our discussions. This allows me to help them receive eternal life, and share close and “loving” relationships, which are almost always totally absent in their life. I do not put women on false pedestals by the display of caring and compassion. If I did, they would not respect what I am counseling. The only way I can succeed in helping the women I counsel, is to keep their respect by displaying leadership. Sometimes I have to ignore them to establish this relation. Way back in University, psychology training indicated to me that women are almost narcissistic (maybe even masochistic) in their need to become a wife and a mother, so they will be loved for their sacrifice. Women have to be needed, but they do not respond well to unconfident and spineless men. In my opinion, this is why there are so many women out there that have these lousy and abusive relationships with men that do not love them, they have responded to men with an abusive form of leadership. 

A man or woman’s most important decision of all, is to accept eternal life In Jesus Christ. Next, is the choice of a “mate”. Their life will be based on this choice for better or for worse, and if the two people do not share the exchanges we have discussed, do NOT marry the other person, and if one is redeemed, and the other is not, divorce is often a very wise choice. It can only be stated as my opinion, because I do not speak for Christ, but I have seen many indications that Christ will remove a destructive and spiritually dead mate from a relation with a redeemed person . This is what happened to me, and also happened to my wife, before we were married.  

To me, it is VERY tragic to see so many young women tossing away their innocence on men who only want sex. No relation can be formed between a man and a woman unless it is rooted in love and trust. In my opinion, it is exactly this destruction of love and trust in relationships, exchanged for empty and unsatisfying sex, that is being pushed by the satanic order, which will be revealed during the great tribulation. Since man to woman love is an exact representation of the way the redeemed respond to the Love of Jesus Christ, who lives in them as the Holy Spirit, in glory to God the Father, when it is missing, a person can become a mixed up and spiritually dead human emotional disaster, a person easily tempted to receive the antichrist and worship them.   

July 13, 2003

Statistically, 100% of all divorces started with marriage, and marriage is the number one cause of divorce!

Ecclesiastes 4:12

“Though one may be overpowered by another, two can withstand him. And a threefold cord is not quickly broken.”

Introduction

Marriage manifests in many different ways. My wife and I have been married now for fourteen years, but a woman we both knew, was married for less than a week. This was because on her honeymoon, while her husband was away on an errand for the morning, she shot herself several times in the abdomen with a handgun. She slowly bled to death alone, in depression and agony, and her husband returned to find a corpse.

Events like these that go on around me, are reason to proclaim Jesus Christ. This woman is only one of several people I counseled shortly before they suddenly died. No one knows the number of days they have left to live.  

Some of you may have gone through divorce(s), and some of you may never have been married. This purpose of this writing is not to rank any particular way of life above another, but rather to understand what the Word of God has to say about the human condition, and how this relates to relationships, marriage and divorce.   

Discussion 

If I was to read from the Word of God at a wedding ceremony, I would not be reciting the verses that seem to be repeated “ad nauseam”, those from Ephesians 4, twisted to make them sound as if women are supposed to let abusive and self centered men walk all over them, or even those from 1Corinthians 13, that describe what the Love of God is, which has nothing to do with what anyone can do by themselves in a marriage. I would quote Ecclesiastes 4:12, which is very much about marriage, (as an aside, the funniest interpretation I ever heard of this verse, was to overpower someone by tying them up with a piece of rope)! 

We need to understand what a human being is. We are made in the “image” of God, because we have a body, a soul, and a spirit. This has been interpreted incorrectly the reverse way, thinking God has flesh and blood and looks like an old man. God is spirit and has a “tripartate” nature, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

We are the only creature on this earth with a body, a soul, and a spirit.  A piece of celery or a carrot has a body made of vegetable, and a dog or a cat has a body and a soul, but NO spirit, (this alone proves what a lie “evolution”is).

Friends, at this point, it does not matter what your opinion or mine is. Here is what the Word of God says. THE NEED OF THE HUMAN SPIRIT IS TO BE LOVED UNCONDITIONALLY, TO BE ACCEPTED UNCONDITIONALLY, AND TO HAVE MEANING AND PURPOSE TO LIFE. We were made that way by God, our creator, and it was done this way so that the needs of our human spirit could ONLY be met if we are In Christ. Some are redeemed, but all people are seeking God, which is why so many are incurably religious. Only when a person’s spiritual need is met, will they be able to experience the unconditional Love and acceptance of God. This has nothing to do with success or prosperity. This has nothing to do with being any better than any other person on earth. This especially has nothing to do with some church or religion! This has everything to do with the transition from spiritual death to spiritual life, by faith in the resurrected Jesus Christ coming to live inside of you, which means you have been redeemed. 

When a person rejects redemption, satan comes along with his lies, to say “your spiritual need is a soul need, so you can get that met with money, a business, a career, a relationship, some sex, or a million other lies”. On the level of the soul and the body, people are deceived into thinking they can meet it on that level, so they say “good bye” to Jesus and look to the foolishness of the world for answers, and fall into one or all of the three ways of eternal death, the world, the flesh, and the devil.

I want to digress a bit here, and discuss some of what has manifested in the western world in the last 30 years. This is not for the purpose of changing anything, it is to raise awareness of its characteristics. 

I remember when I came out of high school it was an achievement for a man to get a job and a career, because if he did, he was going to be “happy and satisfied”. Well today, the traits and characteristics more associated with women, cooperation, adaptation, and teamwork, are prized in today’s service-driven industries much more readily than typical male attributes such as dominance and aggression, the ones needed when I graduated. The working world today can be a big problem for aggressive males!

Women today are presented with a “doctrine of feminism”, that denies they need men for anything. Women are made to feel guilty for wanting a man, and if they do, they are told that they are weak, co-dependent or lacking in self-esteem. The message I see in much of the media today is that women don’t need sex, love, or marriage, because they are just doing men a favor. Today’s “sexual liberation” has done much more than free sex from love, it has taken love’s place. The result has been millions of men and women who behave like addicts, using sex to fill a craving for love. Remember what the Word of God has told us, “the need of the human spirit is to be loved unconditionally”.

There is an “independent” movie called “The Business of Strangers”, which explores the effect that “feminism” has on two women. Basically, the plot is how they have traded love for sterile, boring, and inhuman corporate culture, but there is much more that I don’t want to give away, that would spoil the movie for you, if you have not seen it. 

In my opinion, men of today do not give women the love they need. They are being conditioned to only want sex. The result is resentment against men, by first making women and men incompatible, then the exploitation of women’s frustration and rage. 

Freud was never able to see the answer that the Word of God gives, despite 30 years of research. Woman and men want to be loved unconditionally. The need to be loved is especially strong in women, and she will do anything to find that love. Far too many women today become dysfunctional because they are getting a message from society that tells them to be “strong and independent,” (have a successful career). If this goal is perceived as “masculine”, it makes men feel redundant, so many men don’t like these women, and they do not have any love for them, but they still want sex from them. So many women are being deceived by the world, by doing what society tells them, and they are not getting the love they need. Please understand, there is nothing wrong with a woman having a career. There is everything wrong about a woman not having someone love them. There are MANY men who are liars that would not give love to any woman, they would just run a masquerade to fool them. Friends, many men are guilty of the terrible treatment of women today. 

Way back in time, when I went on a date, I would tell about myself and my view of life. This was so a woman could decide if she was interested in me or not. My wife accepted me, and in our marriage, she demonstrates her love for me by responding to my love for her, and trusting me to take care of her interests. 

If I did not reach out to love my wife first, she would have nothing to respond to, and she would not be able to love me back. I am the initiator (all men are supposed to be), and she is the responder. This is exactly what the redeemed are In Christ. He loved us first, so we could love Him. Our culture is specifically trying to destroy this relationship.   

The reason is obvious to me, but it may not be to you. Love starved, sex starved, unhappy men and women producing messed up children will be very easy to dominate and control in the great tribulation. 

Before a woman has anything to do with accepting a man’s seed (or having sex), they need to be loved by the man, and accept the man’s spirit to become one with hers, in a covenant of marriage. I did not say this, the Word of God did. And I have lived both sides of the issue, a miserable and depressed spiritually dead fornicator with spiritually dead women, and now a spiritually alive man in a marriage to a spiritually alive woman. God was right. 

Some men have tried to short circuit what God said is needed, to become detached, selfish and liars to women, some of who have been made very angry and even psychotic as a result.    

In my opinion, the media today has made women appear like “remote goddesses”, but I think they are better described as passionate people that deserve love from a man. 

In my opinion, women are by creation, a little vulnerable in a worldly sense. Men are supposed to love them, not to conquer, but to nurture.   

Summary

By the discussion above, we can see that even though there can be a lack of love on the part of a person that you thought was going to love you, and you were going to love them, God’s Love NEVER fails. A redeemed person can produce love, which is a Fruit of the Spirit, only because God loved them first.

In my opinion, this is the only way a relation works well, is when the woman responds to the man who loves her. When the spiritual needs of both a man and a woman in a relation is not met, the two people are like blood sucking ticks on a dog, sucking the life out of one another, trying to get each other to do for them, what only Jesus Christ can do. Friends, this is EXACTLY why almost marriages break up. This is why this friend of mine killed herself on her honeymoon, dying a slow death for hours on the kitchen floor. She was SO upset that marriage did not fill her spiritual need to be loved unconditionally, that she took her life to escape the depression. NO ONE can get their needs met by their partner, they have to seek first the acceptance and love that only comes from God, the only thing that will fill the void. I wish I could love my wife unconditionally, and accept her unconditionally, and she wishes she could accept me unconditionally and accept me unconditionally, but this is not possible for us or any one else. This need can ONLY be met In Christ. Friends, it is TOTAL deception and a lie to think that you can find this need fulfilled from ANY person. No one gets married with the thought in mind that they are going to split up, but if they are looking for that other person to meet a need that they CAN NEVER meet, since NO person can accept any other person unconditionally, they will have a burning, intense, raging, furious and unstoppable need for this to be fulfilled! Friends, am I right? This need is a spiritual need that can only be met In Christ, because we were made that way. Now when you understand this, and are looking for a loving partner, your motivation will be for the reason that you desire to RETURN love to this other person instead of saying “I think I have met a person that can meet my needs”. 

Conclusion

There has to be three for a loving relationship, or a marriage. Two people and the Holy Spirit.. If there is only one believer, it is going to be rough time, (which is why the Word of God warns about “yoking with unbelievers”), but when the Holy Spirit is in at least one of the people, there are two present to help deal with the third (notice it says “him”!). The three fold cord described in Ecclesiastes 4:12, is saying when both people are redeemed, it is not easily broken, which means it is very unlikely that this relationship will fail. I offer myself as an example. That my wife has been able to put up with me for all these years, both of us growing in love together, despite the overwhelming task of raising three children, is proof of the Power of God!

Next week, how to deal with depression from divorce. Grace and Peace.. 

July 6, 2003

Why do people ask God to “damnit”?

Psalm 139:20 “Your enemies take your name in vain”

James 2:6,7 “Do not the rich oppress you . . . Do they not blaspheme that noble name by which you are called”

James 3:6-8  “And the tongue is a fire . . . and it is set on fire by unrighteousness”

Background

This is the half of the year that I work in the mining exploration business. I spend time with some of the filthiest, foul mouthed, and profane individuals that I will ever meet, including women.  

I work with both very rich, and very poor people, that continually ask God to “damnit”!

Introduction

Friends, obviously it is an indicator that someone is not right with God (spiritually dead), when they are continually asking God to “damnit”. Before I was redeemed, I would pick up this behavior when I was around the unsaved. I could not say this phrase now, even if I tried to, not because I am any better, but because Jesus Christ living inside of me as the Holy Spirit renewed my mind so that I do not want to. Even if I did so, because I am redeemed, I would not ask Jesus to forgive me, I would thank him for already taking away the judgment of this sin, which is what confession is for a believer.

Most people were redeemed (including me), not by becoming “better” (for example-not asking God to “damnit” as many times a day), but instead by becoming MUCH worse! At the peak of my spirtually dead condition, my tongue was indeed that un-righteous instrument that James warned about.  

Spiritually dead people blaspheme God both day and night. Taking God’s name in vain is spewing forth from the mouths of people throughout this world non-stop! People have asked God to damn their kids, houses, cars, tools, the driver in front of them, relatives, the government, and just about everything else. People everywhere are calling upon God to bring forth damnation on almost everything! Men and women become angry and rage filled, and are unable to shut their mouth! Kids of spiritually dead parents learn to copy the behavior, and a new generation displays the lost human condition. Everyone is hearing filthy and vile words in movies, television, and music. Only the Holy Spirit of God living inside of a person will renew their mind, so that they are able to turn away from the behavior. I do agree that everyone should be aware of what they are going to watch and listen to, but only the Holy Spirit of God is going to give anyone the ability to discern that something like asking God to “damnit”, is pointless and ignorant.  

In my opinion, the number one reason why people have vulgar mouths, is due to a combination of pride and insecurity. Fully grown men and women, especially men, often use filthy words, because they are really ten-year-olds in an adult body. Men especially, are under the delusion that filthy words prove that they are fully matured “macho men.” In reality, they sound like they were born in a bathroom, and never got out of it! 

I have learned that “macho men” and vile women have a vocabulary of around two dozen words, and regularly use four-letter “F” words to fill in the blank spaces of their speech deficit. They use it as a noun, pronoun, adjective, verb, adverb, and preposition. 

The response I get, if I ask someone about why they ask God to “damnit”, is either, “I don’t mean anything by it; they’re just words!”, or “don’t preach to me!”

Well, unfortunately they have missed the whole issue. My question to them has nothing to do with what they are doing. It is actually the same for everything that I see spiritually dead people doing. The real issue has nothing to do with whether they are fornicators, adulterers, homosexuals, liars, thieves, witches, or anything else. There is only one point I am telling them, that they are spiritually dead. A dead corpse needs life, not instructions on being “good” or “better”. I am the ambassador with the message, and the Holy Spirit that lives inside of me is doing all the leading. When a person is redeemed, they won’t be ordering God to “dammit” anymore, but rather be motivated to tell people how to avoid damnation. 

Anyone who is not sure if they are redeemed is invited to read the home page of this web site, before it is too late. When the physical body dies, Grace is over, and there is no second chance.

June 29, 2003

Irrelevant and repetitious prayer, the religious “hula hoop”. 

Matthew 6:5

“And when you pray, you shall not be like the hypocrites. . .”

Background

Today, except for the prayer of a spiritually dead person to accept eternal life In Jesus Christ, the only prayer that is heard by God, is the one carried to Him by the Holy Spirit of God that lives inside the redeemed. This concept is revolutionary to all of the Old Testament. Today, in the Age of Grace, only a citizen of Heaven (redeemed people), can call God their Father. To become a child of God the Father, John 1:12 gives us the answer: “But as many as received him, to them gave he power (the authority) to become the sons of God”. Jesus said to Nicodemus, “You must be born again” (John 3:3), and until then, you can’t call God your Father. In the Old Testament, you will not find the word Father used in relation to a man with God. The nation Israel as a whole was called by God, “Israel is my son”, in Exodus 4:22, but this did not refer to any individual. 

Introduction

Friends, you must understand I am not making a statement about motives of the people who are teaching these three doctrines of prayer. What I am saying, is that these three prayers have no relevance for the redeemed. I stood for years in elementary school, reciting the so called “Lord’s prayer”, not having a clue what it was about, doing so as a spiritually dead person. It took several months for me to understand how offensive it was, for a redeemed person to pray “1John 1:9” in vain repetition. And since the first day I heard about it, I still have no idea why the “prayer of Jabez” has been adopted by so many. 

One- The “Prayer of Jabez”

The prayer of  Jabez is in 1Chronicles 4:10. People have written books on this. It is talking about a lineup of Jewish people, after the Hebrew exile. It states how Jabez was more honorable than his brothers and how Jabez was given birth in pain, which is hardly unusual! The prayer part is, “oh that you would bless me and enlarge my territory let your hand be with me and keep me from harms way so that I might be free from pain” and God granted his request.  This is they prayer that everyone is so hung up on. CAN YOU BELIEVE THIS! In my opinion, this is a most non- sensical thing, which has resulted in hundreds of thousands of books being printed, and has generated hundreds of thousands of dollars of sales! Here is a book that is telling people to pray to enlarge their territory, in other words, get more territory, that God would answer that prayer. Well, first of all, if everyone was praying this, pretty soon there would not be any territory left to give! Friends, this whole deal is about Israel, and is talking about Jabez asking God to expand his territory in Israel, which would expand the place where he and his ancestors lived. Jabez cried out to God, “Oh that you would bless me, and enlarge my territory” Now, why do people take things like this, something from the Old Testament, and grind it over to the New Testament? 

In the first place, if you are In Christ, redeemed, you are already blessed. The redeemed have ALL been blessed in the Heavenly realms, In Christ Jesus, and they have been given everything they  need for life and godliness, so dragging this Jabez prayer over to today, is merely saying “no we have not been blessed, so we need to pray for it.” Also, what kind of territorial enlargement is this talking about? Is this referring to a bigger house, or a bigger lot to live on? What if you are renting? Then what is this supposed to refer to? Or is this talking about expanding the neighborhood that you live in, and again, what is this talking about? If it is talking about more influence to share the Lord, you do not have to pray for this! All you have to do is talk to people. In the context of the passage, it was a very normal thing to enlarge your land. Then it says, let Your Hand be on me. How could anyone possibly live as a child of God, and pray “let Your Hand be on me”, when Jesus says I live in you, and I will never leave you or forsake you! This is once again asking for what you already have. Then it says “keep me from harm, so that I will be free from pain”. In every person I have ever observed accept eternal life from Jesus Christ, it was pain that brought them there, including me. How somebody could read this, or write this book, to make millions of dollars about an Old Covenant prayer, and have people gobble it up like they were a cat after milk, is bizzarre! What in the world is going on here? I do not understand this at all, what these people are so thrilled with, but they must be excited about something. Ever since I have started watching the popularity of these books, I have scratched my head and wondered what it was all about. In the “religious christian” world, there is always a christian “hula hoop” that comes along every once in a while, and gets people jumping up and down all over, only to be followed by a new “hula hoop” shortly thereafter. I never cease to be amazed how many people, instead of resting in total capitulation to the dependency on Jesus Christ as their life, turn to some novelty that comes along. Friends, the redeemed life ONLY begins with Jesus, ends with Jesus, and IS JESUS! Anyone who suggests there is anything needed above and beyond this, has no understanding of the eternal relation with Jesus Christ. Yet, there is this continuous flow of incorrect teaching, about how to get closer to God, which is completely ridiculous. When Jesus Christ is already living inside of a redeemed person as the Holy Spirit, how can they possibly get any closer than that! Instead of jumping on bandwagons that people want to pull around, all we have to do is rest in His Grace. Either you are in His Grace, saved, or out of His Grace, living under the Law of the Old Testament, and spritually dead. 

Two- “1John 1:9”

This is confession of sin according to 1John 1:9, which has nothing to do at all with a redeemed person. It is NOT a matter of not confessing our sins, but rather, doing so on the premise of receiving forgiveness. Believers do not confess to God, to try and receive something they already have. If forgiveness is defined as something you get, than by conclusion, you are denying something that you got. It was at the cross that Jesus Christ did not cover sin, as atonement did, but He took away sin, which is something that no one had ever did before, take away the sins of the entire world. It was there at the cross that He who knew no sin, became sin for you and me, so we could become the righteousness of God, In Him. Forgiveness is a final deal, it was something that had to done to finality, in order to receive eternal life, by your faith in His Resurrection. The only thing that can destroy eternal life once it is offered, is sin. In other words without the complete taking away of all sin, the first time you sinned again, you would lose eternal life, which is both impossible, and totally contrary to ALL of the teaching of the New Testament (covenant). A good example of this lie of satan, is in this stupid and fictional nonsense about “dracula beings”, moving between life and death. Some, who really try to push this lie of praying 1John 1:9 to receive forgiveness, may also go back and quote Psalm 51. Friends, I know all about this false teaching, because it was taught to me for years. The Psalm talks about getting washed whiter than snow, and all this good sounding stuff, creating a pure heart, and so on, based on God taking His Holy Spirit from them. Let me ask you a question, would you pray this, when Jesus said I will send the Holy Spirit to indwell you and will never ever leave you or forsake you? Does the Spirit of Jesus Christ, the one living in all believers now, come and go like it did in the Old Testament? The answer to that is, NO! Teachers that are promoting this kind of stuff, are doing the same thing satan does, quoting scripture out of context. Once again, we don’t take passages from the Old Testament, and drag them over to the new covenant. The New Testament is the new covenant we have been given by God today, right now, because we are living in the Age of Grace. This is the ONLY covenant available from God at this point in time. The Old Testament is great teaching about what Abraham, David and others went through long ago, but I say “Hallelujah”, that Jesus Christ came to bring something so much better to us today, the new covenant, which came into effect on the day that Jesus died on the Cross. Those that do not understand this, keep bringing the old to the new, and deceiving people. As I said above, I do not know what the agenda or the motive is of these people that teach this is, but I do not agree with any of them.  

Three- “Lord’s prayer”

The third part of this writing about bringing the old into the new, is about the “so called” Lord’s prayer taken from Matthew, which is Old Testament writing. The finality of the new covenant took place at Jesus’ death, NOT HIS BIRTH. It came into effect after He was crucified, because a covenant (which is a will) does not come into effect, until the death of the one who made the covenant. So when Jesus was teaching this “so called” Lord’s prayer, which really is not the Lord’s prayer at all, but rather the disciples prayer, He was still alive in flesh. The disciples were not even asking Jesus to teach them a prayer, they were asking Him how to pray. Jesus said not to pray like the hypocrites do, because He was not teaching a prayer, He was teaching them how to pray. Once again, people jump on this “bandwagon” again, looking for a religious hula hoop, and looking for another way to get closer to God, so to speak, praying this prayer over and over, just as the hypocrites do, in contradiction to exactly what Jesus told the disciples not to do!  You will not find this prayer ever written again, or ever quoted again anywhere in the New Testament (which is from the book of Acts forward), because it was NEVER meant to be something prayed over and over again. Jesus was teaching them how to pray, under the old covenant of the Law, because the new covenant had not been ushered in yet, since Jesus had not yet died to take away the sin of the world. Forgiveness under the old covenant was conditional, which is why it said, if you do not forgive you brother here on earth, your Father in Heaven will not forgive you. The New Testament changed this to “forgive one another, AS Jesus Christ forgave you”. The “so called” Lord’s prayer, was given before the cross, so it has no place whatsoever, being quoted every Sunday in so many religions, or every day of the week, by so many people. Jesus was telling the disciples how to pray, and religion has changed it into a prayer. 

It is most interesting, to correlate that those who teach 1John 1:9, usually also refer back to the “so called” Lord’s prayer. Compounding errors only produce more error, or “two wrongs don’t make a right”. The Lord’s prayer does not ask God for forgiveness, and neither does 1John 1:9, because it was written to the group in 1John1:8 (yes, it is that simple!), the spiritually dead and unsaved natural man, dead in sins and trespasses. When it says the truth does not live in someone, this means the Holy Spirit (truth) does not live in them, and they are lost.

Summary

The common theme of all three of these examples, is that basically they are asking God to give a person one more chance, one more opportunity. In Jesus Christ, redeemed people already have been given all blessings, and have already become citizens of Heaven. 

The Word of God says that in Jesus Christ, is contained ALL the Godhead. This is why I will  proclaim Jesus Christ in everything I teach on this site, or to anyone anywhere. I will always strive to be “Christocentric”, that is, centered around Jesus Christ. 

Friends, there are only two teachings in this world, those that are of Christ, and those that are of antichrist (against Christ). If you can “grab a hold”, of these three prayer discussions, you will find you can understand the Word of God much better, and will learn to rest in Him (the teaching of Christ), instead of worrying and feeling guilty about what the religion of this world is saying to do and not do (the teaching of antichrist).  

June 22, 2003

A discussion about depression, based on a discussion with Karen from Los Angeles California.

Romans 12:2

“And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind . . .”

Commentary

Today, in almost all circumstances, depression is treated with drugs. Usually a person is diagnosed with a chemical imbalance, and is prescribed drugs in order to “get them back on track” so to speak. 

Usually, although not always, depression is a condition in a person that was caused by a crisis or personal grief. Although it can be a temporary benefit to use medications, only Jesus Christ is the answer to the problem of depression. The Fruit of the Holy Spirit is completely opposite to all manifestations of depression. Only a redeemed person can receive the Fruit of the Spirit, which means that when a person is not saved, they are dependent on other (usually pharmaceutical), methods of dealing with depression. And as always, for thousands of years, people still turn to religions of demonic spirits, to receive a counterfeit mimick of God’s Spirit (satan always tries to counterfeit the Truth of Jesus Christ). Religions such as hinduism, that are saturated with “false hindu sex gods”, continue to seduce and deceive young women into following lies, and destroying themselves.    

Karen’s daughter was diagnosed with “attention deficit disorder”. Did you ever hear of this type of diagnosis fifteen or twenty years ago? In my opinion, all of this, is nothing more than a bunch of “gobbledeygook” that people have come up with, names they have come up with, in order to sell drugs. Two of my children were diagnosed with this when they were young, but they never took any drugs for it. Instead, they accepted Jesus Christ and eternal life. Now, many years later, they are doing just fine! In my opinion, a goal of drug companies, is to have a drug in every persons mouth in the world. Even dogs are being given “prozac” today! Altering our minds with drugs is the problem, renewing our minds with Jesus Christ living inside of us as the Holy Spirit is the answer. 

I remember when my children were diagnosed with “attention deficit disorder”, it was because they squirmed, jumped around, and had trouble getting organized. What a ridiculous diagnosis! My children are active and intelligent, and there is nothing wrong with them. They are often underchallenged, or they drink too much “pepsi or coca cola”, and that is the actual issue! 

I was in a career in the medical profession a number of years ago, but left it behind. Now, my career is the “Jesus Christ” profession, because before I accepted Him to live inside of me, I was miserable and depressed. God renewed my mind, and removed the mental hindrances.

It is important for me to emphasize, that I am NOT talking about physical afflictions such as cancer and tuberculosis and so on, in relation to the prescribing and use of drugs. If a person has a physical ailment, I encourage them to seek medical help, and use medication for their condition. Suppose a person has diabetes. This has nothing to do with their mind. If they do not take medication, they will die, so of course they should treat their condition. 

When it comes to our thoughts, feelings and emotions, the only message of the Word of God is to renew our minds. The message of the natural and spiritually dead world is to alter our minds. Did you know that the Bible actually mentions a gift of organization? If everyone was organized, why would the Word of God say this was a gift? How can anybody think that they are going to improve their organization skills by taking a drug? Yet there are people being prescribed drugs for this, especially children.

I always look for people with unique qualities, skills and talents in life, and many of them are more intelligent and creative than me. This is the opposite of what the natural world is promoting today, to make everybody conform to a world standard. It all starts in school now, make everybody the same, and if they are different, give them drugs to alter their thinking and their mind.   

Friends, this mind altering issue is the basis of  where the “religious christian” comes from, an unsaved person, self righteous, depending on their own works (spiritual death under the Law), and trying to “do this and don’t do that”. This “phantom” or “religious christian”, is imagined as one who never worries, who never has anxiety problems, and who never has depression. Even a redeemed and spiritually alive person can not escape these afflictions, but the Grace and infinite Love of God will renew their minds. If there was anything unusual about being anxious, why would Jesus tell us not to be anxious about anything? If there was anything unusual about worrying, why would Jesus tell us not to worry about anything? Friends, there is nothing unusual about these types of things, but the natural world has come up with all these definitions to make them unusual. If they can convince people that these are unusual behaviors, then they can diagnose people as some kind of a “freak” and stick them on medication for the rest of their life. The natural world solution, is to stick a pill in every persons mouth, instead of letting God renew their mind. In my opinion, children today have become a target of this campaign.  

June 15, 2003

Can a person choose to renounce their redemption, and have God respond by taking back His Grace?

John 10:27

“My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me”

Commentary

Amazingly, there are self righteous people that teach a lie of the loss of salvation. For some reason, these people do not understand what it means to be saved. The first question I would ask someone who teaches this, is if they would choose to renounce their own salvation? When they answer no, I would ask them why they think anyone else would make this choice. The point here is that because they would not do it, why would they suggest that anybody else would do so? 

When eternal life is accepted in Jesus Christ, it is not a life you can “throw away”. This was the teaching message of the story about the prodigal son. Why did the prodigal son stop wallowing around with the pigs and come home? It was because he was a son. The point is, if you are a child of God, you are not going to lose your identity, no matter how many “pigs” of the world you choose to wallow around with in the darkness and the “pigpen”. A redeemed individual will ALWAYS be a son or a daughter of the living God. They could not lose their standing even if they wanted to, and again, the question is, why would they choose to do this? 

This whole issue is based on one demonic lie, saying that since a person accepts eternal life of their own free will, that they can reject it in the same way. This is not the truth of the Word of God. Anyone who teaches this lie, should be examined to see if they display any Fruit of the Spirit, or if they have any love for the redeemed, both of which are unmistakable behaviors of those who are saved.

If I thought my redemption was so “flimsy” that I could just ask for it to be taken away, I would have no hope at all. I still live in a human body that came from the dirt, I have no righteousness of my own. I still sin, and I still do things that I do not want to do. But I trust Jesus Christ 100% to present me before God the Father in His Righteousness, no matter what. This is what faith is, and without faith, it is impossible to be pleasing to God. 

In religious teaching, there are many people teaching about something they do not possess, namely eternal life.   

Even if a redeemed person becomes depressed, despondent and overwhelmed with a sense of hopelessness, and proclaims they are going to “walk away” from Jesus, He just keeps right on walking with them! How is a person going to walk away from what lives in them? Can you decide that you want to walk away from the heart beating in your chest and die? If you think you can walk away from your redemption, try to walk away from the heart beating in your chest first! 

Salvation is never dependent on a person deciding if they want to keep it or not. 

June 8, 2003

Is it possible for a redeemed person to sin without feeling bad about it?

John 16:8,9

“When the Holy Spirit has come He will convict the world of sin . . . because they do not believe in Me”

Commentary

Well friends, of course it is possible for a redeemed person to sin without feeling bad about it. But notice what the scripture verse says, “convict the world of sin because of unbelief in Jesus Christ” not “convict the world of sin”, because they did some “nasty” thing. 

If you walked into a very dark restaurant, so dark that it took you five minutes to see the table settings and menus, it did not get any lighter in there, you just got used to the darkness! It is not so much an issue of feeling bad every time we sin, but we have to be careful about “getting used to the darkness”. I meet people with this list in their head of what the “nasty nine” or the “dirty dozen” or the “seven deadly” sins are. Friends, these are the “FRUIT OF SIN”, not the “ROOT OF SIN”.  The ROOT of ALL sin is UNBELIEF! The issue here is not “small” or “large” sins, the sin issue is a temporary failure of a redeemed person to trust in Jesus Christ’s truth, and eternal life. If we believe a lie that the devil hands out, we have denied the truth of God. There is not one single sin, that does not have unbelief at the root. When unbelief manifests, a loss of rest and peace results, and some will “moan and groan” and condemn themselves. The truth of God, is that Jesus Christ has already dealt with all sin, so that eternal life is received when a person is redeemed. When we sin, God is asking us to start exercising faith, because without faith, it is impossible to please God. The Holy Spirit of God is not living inside of the redeemed to condemn them, or make them worry, or destroy their peace, or make them feel miserable. The Holy Spirit will guide a redeemed person to understand that they are not trusting God. The whole point of the relation between the redeemed and God, is to walk in faith with a living Jesus Christ every moment of their lives. If we do this, we will recognize truth and act upon it, thanking God for redeeming us, instead of grieving and worrying.  

So the next obvious question people will ask is, “am I redeemed or not?” This depends entirely on one issue. Have you by faith, examined the truth and the facts about Jesus Christ. That He has taken away (not just forgiven) the sins of the whole world, and granted eternal life to all who accept His physical resurrection from the dead, to receive God’s Grace, which is a guarantee by God, that no one can ever pull you away from Him and eternal life. Knowing that Jesus Christ is who He claims to be, God, that He came to this earth and took upon Himself our humanity, walked on this earth for around 33 years in perfect love, which fulfilled the Law for us, (which we can never fulfill), went to a tree of His own volition to die for the sins of all of us, so that there, He who knew no sin, became sin for you, so that you could become the righteousness of God IN HIM, not self righteousness of your own, accepting His righteousness, because you realized you did NOT have any, which means you were spiritually dead, and only God could give you eternal life, so you accepted Him as your life in you, which meant you were redeemed (purchased) by God. There is not, and will never be, anything more genuine than this kind of truth. If you have accepted this by faith, you are redeemed, and are ALREADY a citizen of Heaven. The moment a redeemed person gets their eyes back on themselves, instead of on Jesus, they fall from Grace, which means they go back to the Law, NOT that they lose their salvation, but they start picking apart books of the New Testament, looking for some thing they now suspect condemns them to separation from God, when in actual fact, this is satan, who is the accuser of the redeemed, doing the same thing he has done for thousands of years, ruin your peace, rest, and confidence, which ONLY resulted from being a child of God. Only you know if you exercise your faith, and we all have to stop worrying about what we think we are supposed to do (the Law), and begin praising God for what He already did (Grace). Let’s all stop beating ourselves to death with guilt, and instead thank Him for accomplishing what we could NEVER have done on our own, obtain eternal spiritual life. Jesus Christ alone produces the Fruit of the Spirit, which includes joy and peace, the very things that are lost, when we take your eyes off of Jesus Christ, and onto ourselves.. 

Friends, redemption is a ONE TIME EVENT! It is an insult to Christ to ask over and over for Him to give you life, or forgive your sins again, when He has already said “it is finished”. If you ask God to give you eternal life again, or ask Him to forgive your sins again, (confession booths, altar calls, 1John 1:9) this indicates that each time you ask, you did not believe Him the last time, or you are thinking that He has taken your eternal life away from you, which means you have no faith, and again, without faith, it is impossible to be pleasing to God. The only issue is to finalize your relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ, or you are like a car with four flat tires and no fuel in the gas tank! You have to determine that you are not going to insult God, by asking Him to do again what He has already done, when He came to live inside of you. Doing this and not doing that, has NOTHING to do with this decision, the only sin is your unbelief, and THAT is what repentance is telling us to do. God will guide you, if you let Him, and you will eventually find out that those things the Word of God warns about, sins that you used to think were so great to do, are actually NOT as great as you USED TO think they were. Remember, all of us have fallen short of the Glory of God, so we all need Him to guide us. Not just these “nasty nine” or “dirty dozen” or “seven deadly” sins that so many dwell on, but also things like worry and fear, which many of us are not aware are sins. How many of us worry and fear? Friends, the answer is all of us do at one time or another, and that is a sin too, but we must know by faith that He has taken all of the consequences of sin (death) away from us, never to be brought up. REMEMBER, THE ONLY SIN THAT IS ATTRIBUTABLE TO ANY PERSON, IS UNBELIEF, AND THAT IS THE ONLY SIN THE WORD OF GOD IS TELLING US TO REPENT OF. You turn away (repent) of the sin of unbelief, and become a believer in Jesus Christ. Again, this is not doing this and not doing that! NO one has turned away from ALL of their sins, if they understand what sin is! Since the Bible says that sin is the lack of faith, and that which is not of faith is sin, how many times do the redeemed exercise unbelief? MANY TIMES, so NO ONE has turned from their sins, they just think they have. The issue here is that if you could ever turn away from every one of your sins, then you have reached the level of Jesus Christ, and you are ready to go up to Him seated at the right hand of the Father, and say “move over”. Only a fool would ever believe this, yet many religions give out this message in a form of their own! Even a redeemed person has realized their depravity, that no one is righteous, NO NOT ONE, and knows that they could NEVER stand before God, without the righteousness of Jesus Christ in them. 

So what about the deepest level of guilt that some people who are redeemed suffer with, doing something over and over that God clearly warns about in His Word. Redeemed people who say that they can not stop doing something. Consider fornication, which is a specifically condemned behavior. I don’t fornicate, but I have listened to a believer tell me they have done so, several times. The issue with this person is not that they can not stop fornicating, but rather they do not want to stop. When a believer really gets to the point that they want to stop, but cannot, THEY SHOULD ASK GOD TO MAKE THEM WANT TO WANT TO. Talk to God along these lines, “Jesus, deep down inside of me I really do not want to quit doing this, but make me want to want to”. If this does not result in a change, either you may not have actually received eternal life by faith, or what you think is something you have to stop, is not necessarily so. A typical example of this is a believer who gets divorced, and wallows around in fear and anxiety, thinking that the book of Corinthians forbids them to marry again. Other curious examples, are women believers who are afraid to wear any makeup, or men believers think they can never gaze at an attractive woman! 

Indeed, God may create unpleasant circumstances to make you want to want to stop something, but it is actually our stubborn human will that is at the center of the problem. All humans are stubborn people, and their wills are stubborn! God is living inside of the redeemed, so that they will understand it is not their will that needs to be done, but HIS WILL that must be done. A stubborn will is NOT an indicator that a person is not redeemed, but it can be. We get back to the same issue all over again, it is not about our stubborn wills, it is whether or not you have accepted by faith, the taking away of all of your sins on the tree, and eternal life by His resurrection. There are all kinds of stubborn and rebellious redeemed people, and I may as well put myself into this category too. But God is not through with any of us yet, until we leave the “tent” we live in right now, our body of flesh. All of us need to let Him continue to work on us, instead of beating ourselves into depression and doubt. Where sin abounds, Grace more abounds, thank Him for this, because this is our hope of glory. This is where joy, a Fruit of the Spirit manifest. The wicked one will always try to deceive the redeemed, especially those who have just received eternal life. Rebuke these lies, and proclaim to that voice of doubt in your head that “without Jesus Christ I can do nothing”, so I am trusting Him by faith, instead of listening to that doubt and depression. 

Still, there are going to be redeemed people that commit one of those specific sins, such as fornication, discussed in the Book of Galatians. This does NOT mean, that if you have committed fornication, or do commit fornication tomorrow, that you are going to go to hell. The lists of things that God warns about, are indicators for people to examine if they are spiritually dead, lost, not redeemed, and dead in their sins and trespasses, with the wrath of God upon them, to judge them at the Great White Throne Judgment. Sin is sin, if you have sinned once, you have had it, which means every human has “had it” and is spiritually dead without Jesus Christ. The Word of God says if you have violated the least of the commandments of the Law, you have violated ALL of them. The only Hope any person has, is the blessed hope, the way, redemption by faith in Jesus Christ to receive eternal life. When God says that fornication is not going to make anyone happy, even though you may have convinced yourself that it is going to, it will be temporary and will NOT make you happy. I know miserable and depressed people that do this exact thing, and they are blind to see why they are so unhappy. They have gotten used to the darkness, and don’t want to see the light. Happiness, joy, peace, the ability to love another, are all the Fruit of the Spirit, and they can only be obtained in JESUS CHRIST. This is a progression that all redeemed people go through in life, and I am no exception. I could never find any happiness, or peace, or the ability to love another person, until I was redeemed. Friends, I speak this based on my own personal experiences. I will continue to learn to walk in the newness of life that can only be found in Jesus Christ, the Bread of life. 

JUNE 1, 2003

“NEMO MALUS FELIX” 

(which translates “no peace for the wicked”)

ROMANS 1:16, 17

“For I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to redemption for everyone who believes, for the Hebrew first, and also for the Gentile.”

“For in it, the righteousness of God is revealed, from faith to faith; as it is written, , “The just shall live by faith””

Commentary

Friends, “Romans” tells of a person who changed from Saul of Tarsus to Paul the Apostle. If you can grab a hold of the message about Jesus Christ in “Romans”, you will have hold of what the Bible says, because in “Romans”, Paul gave us a synopsis of the entire new covenant, the one we currently live in.

There are three different groups of people described in the Book of Romans, and they are the only types of people in the world today. Hebrews, Gentiles, and the Redeemed. Long before Romans was written, Hebrews were the only people that represented God on the face of this earth. Today, it is the Redeemed of Christ, those with the Holy Spirit of God living inside of them, that are the “Body of Christ”. The opposite of a Hebrew or a Gentile is not each other. The opposite of each is a redeemed, spiritually alive person. I prefer to use the word “redeemed”, instead of “christian”. Society uses the words “church” and “christian” regularly, but in my opinion, these words have no meaning anymore. They don’t represent much, because the definitions are all over the place. . 

Romans begins with a crucial definition of Jesus Christ, The first fruits of resurrection from the dead, which is proof of His Deity. The Word says God so loved the world (both Hebrew and Gentile), that He gave His only begotten son, so His Grace would take away (not just forgive) all sins of those who accept the free gift of eternal life, to become a saint. Only a saint is a redeemed and spiritually alive person. 

The Roman empire was the most powerful empire on the face of the earth. Power has nothing to do with being big and strong, but everything to do with what comes from God. Only the Holy Spirit living in a saint, is the power of God, to produce the Fruit of the Spirit. Power is always related to knowing something, and it takes the power of God, to know the Word of God. Without the Holy Spirit, no one is righteous, they just act that way. This is where a weapon of the enemy manifests, it is called religion, and it is self-righteousness. There are only two types of righteousness, God’s and self. God HATES self-righteousness, which is another term for self pride, the basis of the fall of all human beings. No one has power to proclaim self-righteousness over others, unless they point a finger at themselves. This INCLUDES the redeemed. Jesus said He did not come to judge the world, so if a redeemed person is in Christ, what are they doing judging the motives of others? We don’t have any right to say another person is worse than us. Instead, Jesus reduced the entire world to one of two conditions, spiritually dead (lost), or spiritually alive (redeemed). There is nothing in-between. The issue is NOT how good you are or how bad you are, but how dead you are! I teach the gospel of eternal life in Jesus Christ to the most “curious, odd, strange and different” types of people that you can imagine. I will never hand out rules of what to do, and what not to do, because if they receive redemption, God will guide them. Even those of you reading this, that know me, can not comprehend the latitude of those I have given the good news of the gospel to. Actually, it is the most rewarding activity of my life, and I am humbled and honored, for being allowed to become an “ambassador” for the message. 

The wrath of God is not upon people who do weird, strange, and “bad” things in this world. The wrath of God is upon those that are dead in their sins and trespasses, those that suppress the truth. Friends, if truth is what sets you free, then what it is that puts you in bondage to sin and death? ERROR does! Wickedness is what suppresses truth today. God’s invisible qualities, power, and presence have been obvious to every person ever born. We have so much discussion today, about those that do not hear the gospel, but actually, the Word clearly says that God has revealed everything for anyone to know that He is. Even a child knows that a fruit tree was made by God, not a person. Nobody should be confused about the issue of who made it, but rather they deny the truth. They say that they don’t want to believe in God, because their pride and ego wants to believe in themselves, and what they make, instead of Him and what He made! No one is going to stand before God, and be able to claim that they did not know He is. Each and every person born into this world, has enough evidence to know there is a God. To deny this, is a wickedness called suppression of the truth and he message of the scripture. It is not because a person has a behavioral problem or a dependency or a syndrome, rather, those that suppress truth have their own wicked desires. This is what it means when it says our hearts are wicked and deceitful above all things, and who can know them? 

The first step for all people, is knowing that God is. But then what? How can anyone know if He is loving, or if He is kind. or what is the manifestation of His mind? No one will know what God is  like, just looking at His creation. A person who tries to do this is called darkened and foolish and spirutually dead.  The person who only studies God’s creation, is in my opinion, completely deceived into thinking that the intellect of a person can reveal truth. When the most intellectual people in this world are spiritually dead in their sins and trespasses, they are called fools by God. Human intellect is foolishness in the sight of God. It is astounding to me that there are those who believe in evolution or re-incarnation, yet the foolish natural world has billions of people like this. If man evolved from some kind of primate, then why are primates still around today? If a person could be re-incarnated, would this not directly violate the Word of God, which says “one life, then the evaluation”?  

People called foolish by God, may also have idols. Some worship renditions of animals and people, carved out of wood and stone. Go to a buddha temple if you want to see this. Others worship money and beauty and success as an idol. There are people who know God is, but are indifferent., or in rebellion to wanting to know Him. ANYONE who wants to know God, will have the message given to them. Every single saint has the desire to know Jesus Christ, and He has revealed Himself to them. Conversely, look at some of the things that people in religious circles believe, concepts that make no sense at all. I often find those who end up in religion, are those who hear the good news of the Gospel, but say that it is too good to be true. Consider one of these religious shows on television, selling a piece of cloth dipped into a puddle of water from the Jordan River in Israel! People are lining up on the telephone, credit cards in hand, to buy one of these completely useless objects! But tell them the simplicity of eternal life in Jesus Christ, and they reject it. These people will believe anything except the Truth. An exchange has taken place in a person who rejects the truth of God, they have exchanged the truth for a lie

Jesus says “come to me, and I will give you peace and  rest”. Instead, what does the natural world say?  Come unto wealth, fame, beauty, entertainment, prozac, alchohol, other drugs, lust, sex, and more. What is the result of that? No peace and no rest! If both eternal life in Christ and the things of the world promise peace and rest, which one do YOU believe in? There are people everywhere in this word that are counting on something other than Jesus for peace and rest, and they never find it. I know many spiritually dead people who are in this exact predicament, people who have way more than I will ever have, and they have no peace at all. ALL offers of peace and rest, outside of Jesus Christ, are temporary! If you drink, party, and have fun, eventually you have to wake up the next day! I know people who have earned a million dollars, but immediately said that two million was needed, then four million, then eight million! One has passed eight million, and, he is still miserable! The point here, is that pursuit of the world only satisfies until it wears off. Friends, you have to either trust Jesus to RENEW your mind, or you will have to trust the world to ALTER your mind!

Even though I know an awful lot of people who have chosen worldly mind altering, I also know those who have chosen Jesus. In the middle there seems to be religion, which is full of people that may or may not know what they are talking about. Their religion tries to offer peace and rest, but is it a message of the Gospel of Jesus Christ? To find out if it is, they will have to go to the only source of ALL truth, and that is the Word of God. That is why wickedness always tries to get a person away from Jesus and the Word of God. The majority of people in the natural world today are not looking in the Word for truth, but instead, are saying things like “if I could just look better I would be happy”, which has spawned an entire industry catering to people who are trying to look better. This only produces people who think they look better. Actually, they are being deceived by someone telling them they can reverse what is a non reversible process. This is why satan in this world is deceiving anyone he can, this creature is an expert at it, and “conning” us into believing a lie that says “if I get this, that is going to do it” The flesh is insatiable, and it NEVER gets enough! There is only ONE way that any person in this world is going to discern deceit from the truth, they need the Spirit of God living in them, to reveal the Word of God to them. Without the Holy Spirit, a person is unstable in all of their ways, and will never know any peace, they will be without any rest, and they will never know how to discern the mind of God. Every day, BOTH the redeemed and the spiritually dead, have free will to make a choice, and yes I make wrong choices too, because I can be deceived, just like a worldly person can. But when I am deceived, I become aware of what ALL saints have, an internal guidance that says to me that something is VERY wrong. This is what the Holy Spirit of God living inside of me does, tells me when I am on the wrong path. We all live in a world full of deception, so how can any person expect to discern it, without the power of God living inside of them?

Friends, faith is trusting Him to guide you, NO MATTER WHAT! Without faith, it is IMPOSSIBLE to please God. It does not matter what you do and do not do, and there is no one saved by keeping the Law (old covenant). All that matters is that you trust Him to guide you. Stop trying to figure out what to do and what not to do with yourself, and let Him live your life in and through you each day, trusting Him, remember, He already knows your ending!  

MAY 11, 18, 25, 2003

“Lazarus, Come Forth!” (Part One of Three)

JOHN CHAPTER 11

Pentecost is around June 6th this year, and for the next three writings that take us to that date, we will study about the Nation of Israel, as it relates to the coming Great Tribulation. .”

Commentary

Friends, in my opinion, the most pathetic doctrine of all says “I believe in the here and now, not the hereafter”. Talk about a view with no hope!

The big question for all of us concerns death. Ask any religion if it has power over eternal spiritual death (separation from Jesus Christ). Do you know that only Jesus Christ can raise the dead both spiritually and physically, and that the greatest of all benefits, is eternal life in Christ Jesus.

Lazarus, who had been dead four days and buried, was raised from the dead but was not resurrected. It was a restoration to physical life, but not a resurrection to a glorified body. Jesus Christ was the very first to achieve this (He is the Firstfruits - 1Corinthians 15:23)

Friends, Lazarus is a depiction of the resurrection of Israel from spiritually dead to alive, at the end of the great tribulation period. 

There is but one way today to receive eternal life for ANY Hebrew or Gentile, and this is presented on the main web page. Religious people and Hebrews are wearing dirty robes when they try to obtain eternal life by the Law. Isaiah said long ago how filthy his robe was, when he saw Jesus. Right now, all Gentiles are spiritually naked and dead, until they put on a pure white robe, by accepting eternal life from Jesus Christ. All Hebrews and Gentiles that accept eternal life in the Age of Grace (now) are the redeemed bride of Christ. They are no longer Hebrew or Gentile. 

The story of the resurrection of Lazarus in John 11 spans a period of time from the resurrection of Jesus, up to and including His return in power and glory to save the nation of Israel. 

John 11:1 Now a certain man was sick, Lazarus of Bethany, the town of Mary and her sister Martha. 

Israel is sick unto death and dies in 70 AD. Jesus was in Heaven when this took place. Lazarus is a picture of the nation of Israel, the firstborn of God.  Lazarus portrays the history of Israel up until Israel’s resurrection. 

John 11:3-4 Therefore the sisters sent to him saying, “Lord, behold, he whom you love is sick.” When Jesus heard that, He said, “This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 

The Redeemed should be praying for the restoration of Israel, not “temporary peace” in this world. Jesus promised that Israel will be restored, but not until the death of Israel. Many do not understand that God is not through with Israel, and there is even incorrect teaching that proclaims that America has “replaced” Israel. Israel will be resurrected and restored to a position as head of the nations. The vision of the valley of dry bones in Ezekiel 37 concerns the resurrection and restoration of the nation of Israel, to become spiritually alive. The restoration of Israel is for the glorification of God. 

The above phrase “he whom you love” is an allusion to the current state of affairs between Israel and Jesus. There is no mention that Lazarus loves Jesus, an accurate picture of the current attitude of Israel toward Jesus.  However, Jesus still loves Israel very much.  

John 11:6 When He had heard that he was sick, he stayed two more days in the place where He was.

Jesus remains in heaven two thousand years after Israel is severely persecuted and scattered among the nations. Israel ceases to exist as a nation for around two thousand years (1948 was when Israel again became a worldly nation).  

Lazarus, Come Forth! (Part Two of Three)

John 11:7-8 Then after this He said to his disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” The disciples said to Him, “Rabbi, lately the Jews sought to stone you, and are You going there again?”

Jesus is going to return to earth and Judea after two thousand years.  Israel tried to kill Him the first time he came. “Then after this” prophetically refers to the end of the two thousand years, when Jesus speaks to His Redeemed in Heaven and states that it is time to return to Judea.  The “disciples” represent the Redeemed in heaven, considering that Jesus is talking to them at the end of two days (i.e., 2000 years) just before His return in power and glory.  This is consistent with the fact that many religious people do not understand that God is not finished with Israel.  The disciples remind Jesus that the last time he came to the region of Judea and to the earth, the Jews sought to kill him.  The disciples are expressing their dismay that Jesus would consider returning to the Jews again, considering their hatred for him when He came the first time.

John 11:9-10 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours in the day? If any man walk in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world.” “But if one walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him.”

The Hebrews were blinded to the true identity of Jesus when He came the first time, but they will recognize him when he comes the second time. In response to the disciples about his return to Judea, Jesus asks them a rhetorical question.  Jesus states that a man will not stumble if he walks during the day because he sees the light of this world.  Literally, the light of this world is the sun.  Prophetically, Jesus Christ is the Sun of Righteousness.  Prophetically, the first time that Jesus came to the Jews, it was night.  Jesus literally and prophetically came the first time at night, for the “shepherds were abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.”  The Jews were unable to see and understand that Jesus was the Light of this world.  The second time that Jesus comes to the Jews, it will be day, and the Jews will recognize him as the Light of this world, and they will not stumble as they did the first time.

This is an accurate picture of Israel being saved in a day, when they recognize Jesus upon his return in power and glory, setting his feet on the Mount of Olives. It is highly significant that Bethany, the home of Lazarus, Mary and Martha, is just over the summit of the Mount of Olives from Jerusalem.  In fact, Bethany is very likely right on the fault line that goes through the Mount of Olives from East to West.  It is this fault line that will split the Mount of Olives when Jesus sets his feet on the mount.  Therefore, Bethany is the place from which Jesus will resurrect the nation of Israel, just as it was the place where He resurrected Lazarus.  

Jesus explains about the spiritual death and resurrection of Israel.

The setting aside of the nation of Israel results in the salvation of the Gentiles, (the “mystery” that Paul talked about), Gentiles who can obtain eternal spiritual life in the Age of Grace (now), and be Redeemed (purchased) by God. Israel has now been spiritually dead for around 4000 years since it perished in the wilderness under the leadership of Moses.

John 11:17 So when Jesus came, He found that he had already been in the tomb four days.

Israel has been in existence for the last four thousand years, which is the prophetic interpretation of four days. This verse demonstrates that the elect of Israel will be resurrected from the dead at the second coming of Jesus in power and glory.  

John 11:21-22 Then Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” “But even now I know, that whatever You ask of God, God will give You.”

The Redeemed from the Age of Grace will be in Heaven with Jesus during the great tribulation, and they will learn more of the spiritual death and coming resurrection of Israel. 

John 11:23-24 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 

Jesus confirms to the Redeemed (His Bride) the coming restoration of the nation of Israel. 

Literally, Jesus confirms Martha’s faith, by stating that Lazarus “shall rise again,” and Martha expresses her understanding that she knows Lazarus will be resurrected at the last day at the end of the age. Prophetically, Jesus is confirming that Israel will be re-established at the beginning of the seventh millennium, which is the seventh day of the week in type. The seventh or sabbath day is the day of rest, and the Millennial Kingdom of Jesus Christ is referred to in Hebrews as the day of rest.

John 11:25-26 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection, and the life: he who believes in Ne, though he may die, he shall live.” “And whoever lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?”

Jesus confirms to the Redeemed, who are already with him, the restoration of Israel. Jesus is still in heaven after the Redeemed have been taken, but He has not yet come back to the earth. 

John 11:36-37 Then the Jews said “See how He loved him!” And some of them said, “Could not this Man, who opened the eyes of the blind, also have kept this man from dying?”

Literally, the Hebrews there were overwhelmed by the love that Jesus had for Lazarus.  

Lazarus, Come Forth! (Part Three of Three) 

Isaiah 8:14 He shall be as a sanctuary, But a stone of stumbling and a rock of offense to both the houses of Israel, as a trap and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem.

1 Peter 2:8 And “a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence”, they stumble, being disobedient to the word, being disobedient to which they also were appointed.

Jesus has been a stumbling stone to the Jews these past 2000 years, but this stone will be removed and the nation of Israel will recognize Jesus as their Messiah according to the following Scripture:

Isaiah 57:14 And one shall say, “Heap it up, Heap it up, prepare the way, take the stumbling block out of the way of My people.”

John 11:38 Then Jesus, again groaning in Himself, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay against it. 

Jesus Christ returns in power and glory to save the nation of Israel and restore the earthly kingdom to them. 

John 11:39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of him who was dead, said to Him, “Lord, by this time there is a stench, for he has been dead four days.”

Jesus prepares to remove the blindness of Israel. The Bride states that Israel has been spiritually dead or barren for 4000 years. 

Literally, Jesus commands that the stone be taken away from the tomb.  Prophetically, it is by the Word of the Lord that Israel will have her spiritual eyes opened, so that she will recognize Jesus as her Messiah. Israel will have her sins taken away as a nation. 

It only took the spoken word of Jesus to raise Lazarus from the dead, the literal interpretation, and take away the sins of Israel in a moment of time, which is the prophetic interpretation. Lazarus walked out of the tomb with the grave clothes still binding him, and the “napkin” was still about his face. There is a distinction here between the Resurrection of Jesus and the resurrection of Lazarus. Jesus was Resurrected in an incorruptible body, while Lazarus was resurrected in a body of flesh and blood.  Prophetically, this speaks of the resurrection of the nation of Israel in bodies fitted for dwelling on the earth. Israel will be God’s earthly people during the Millennium, so they will have bodies like Lazarus.  The Church will have bodies like Jesus, so they will be fit to dwell in the New Jerusalem.

Jesus said, “Loose him, and let him go.”  This was literally talking about removing the grave clothes from Lazarus so he could move about freely. Prophetically, it is speaking of the taking away of the sins of Israel, so she can enter into the earthly aspect of the Kingdom. It is a removal of the dirty robes, or “defiled garments” (under the Law), that have encumbered Israel for so long.

John 11:45-46 Then many of the Jews that had come to Mary, and had seen the things Jesus did, believed in Him. But some of them went away to the Pharisees, and told them the things Jesus did. 

A remnant of the Jews will be saved (one-third) but the rest will be destroyed (two-thirds). 

Literally, the Hebrews that saw the things which Jesus had done, believed on The Lord Jesus Christ. But there were others who still did not believe, and they went to the Pharisees to report on what Jesus had done.  Prophetically, this is what will take place when Jesus returns in power and glory. A remnant of the Jews will look at Jesus and recognize him as the Messiah. 

MAY 4, 2003

“What is this sheep stuff all about?”

JOHN 10:11

“I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd gives His life for the sheep.”

Commentary

Friends, in long past times, there was almost never a door on hinges with a lock for a sheep “fold”.  Usually, the shepherd laid down across the entrance, being both the door, and the guard. 

Jesus Christ is the ONLY Door to eternal life and He TOOK AWAY (once and forever) the sin of the world” (John 1:29). Jesus Christ is God. 

So many times, people of this world put their “faith” in a Christ who died on a tree (cross). They look at that act, and say “do you mean that God would love me enough, that He would go to a tree, and become a sacrifice for me, so that my sins could be forgiven?”, and the answer is “yes”. 

Then they look at this and say “Lord, thank you for taking away my sins”. The problem with getting hung up at this point, is how does anyone live their life by that? They are worshipping a dead Jesus. because He is the one who died for their sins. In some denominations, they still have Him, or at least what is supposed to be Him, hanging on a tree. That is who they worship, a dead Jesus. People look at this image, they think about it, they are thankful for it, they come to tears over it, but all of this is the worship of a dead Jesus. 

It is true that Jesus Christ had to die on the tree, because that was the FINAL payment for sin. Sin had to be paid for, and He fulfilled the Law, by upholding the totality of the Law, and became a sacrifice. 

NOW, He could bring in the true dynamics of the Christian life, being resurrected from the dead. His resurrection is actually described in the Word of God as physically sitting up. This is what happened in the tomb, He actually and definitely sat upright. This is what the spirit of antichrist does not want you to embrace, because it represents the final destruction of the spiritually dead state that every single human being is born as, from Adam onwards. 

Yes, Jesus died on the tree, but He is off of that tree. He said that He did this, so that He who is alive could now come and live inside a spiritually dead person, and change them into a spiritually alive person with eternal life. All born again believers (the Church) have the hope of glory living in them, and THIS is the Christian life.    

APRIL 20, 2003

“If I am the responder, and God is the initiator, what is prayer for?”

1THESSALONIANS 5:17,18

“Pray without ceasing: in every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you”

Commentary”

Friends, it is not “what do you pray for”, but what do you pray about. I turn away from the notion of praying “for” something all the time. In my opinion, there is an unhealthy obsession among people that only pray “for” something. Consider the success of this book called “prayer of Jabez”, I have never prayed to “increase my land”, and will never even consider it. It is amazing to see dogmatic proclamations, such as the “prayer of Jabez” being recycled into formats for men, women, teens, kids, and probably now available on tee shirts!

It is easy to sit around all day and make a lists of what to pray “for”. The problem with this, is instead of an attitude of dependency upon Jesus, people just pray for what they think they need to acquire. This can lead to self pride, if the person tells everybody how great they are, either because they got what they asked for, or how fervently they asked in prayer. Some may even conclude  they are “holier” than someone else, which I wrote about two weeks ago 

Prayer should primarily be about Jesus Christ’s Love, forgiveness, mercy,  kindness, provision, leading, guidance and all that is implicit to the life of a believer. My faith tells me that I do not have to pray “for” anything, because I have already been given what I need for a life of godliness. 

Back to the original question, what is left for Him to do for me, and what do I have to ask Him for in prayer? Actually, the answer is nothing. If we would look at prayer as talking to God, instead of only asking for something, Jesus Christ becomes our best friend. We can call him Father now, which was unheard of, under the old covenant of Law. Under Grace, we can talk to God directly  about anything we want to. Jesus Christ can read the mind of a person, and He knows when  someone could care less about thanking Him, or depending on Him. Consider a deaf and mute person, God knows what is inside that person’s thoughts. God looks upon the inside, and He does not need to hear words out of our mouth. He knows about pride, vanity and greed before a word is said! We can express ourselves by verbalization, because most of us have a body that can do so. If you have in a silent prayer, would that mean God can not hear you? Of course not, that does not even make sense. Or what about the type of person that thinks the only way to talk to God is “blabbing” something, (their “gibberish” may even be what some call tongues, which I wrote about last week). 

I do not sit down to every morsel of food I eat, to ask the food to be blessed, but I often will thank my Father in Heaven, for a wonderful meal I ate the other day. I do think there is such a thing as “spiritual thankfulness”, and I this is good prayer material. It is reasonable to feel guided by what God leads you to do. That is why I do not feel lead to bless every piece of food I sit down to eat, or follow some instructions about praying for everything. 

It is not a matter of having to pray, but rather to have get the privilege to pray. Turn away from this religious form we have today, I have been exposed to it my whole life. Instead, realize that you can have a relationship with a loving God, and the privilege of talking to Him. This is a relationship that is NOT based on what other people think, but based on my a relation with Jesus Christ.

A redeemed person has this personal relationship with Jesus, and that is how it is good for them to live their life, focusing on thanking God for what He will do, and turning away from thoughts of the moment, a place where fear always seems to get a stronghold.

There are always difficult moments in life, especially if it involves a possible or actual death of someone, but it is His will that must be done. A few years ago, someone in my household was dying right before my very eyes, but I knew that this person had eternal life, and would be with Jesus Christ, it they passed away. I prayed to my Father in Heaven, that if it was His will, I would very much would like to have this person alive. This person was in respiratory arrest, and the countdown to brain death was ticking. Well, God started this person breathing again, and this person has had no damaging effects from that event. My prayer did not do anything, but my heart was known by God, and He reached out His infinite Love, to show me why He is God, and I am his child. This is the type of total dependency I have on Him, and this is a way for my faith in Him, can express itself. . If prayer points to dependency, and if I am walking in an attitude of dependency on Jesus, I will be talking to Him, thanking Him, praising Him, and depending on Him. Prayer does not cause me to become dependent, prayer comes as a result of me being dependent. In my opinion, true prayer is living in dependency on what God provides.  

“What is this washing of feet about?”

JOHN 13:8

“Peter said to Him, “You shall never wash my feet” Jesus answered “If I do not wash you, you have no part with Me””

Commentary

Friends, if I was suddenly in the presence of Jesus Christ, the least likely thing I would think of, is to ask Him to wash my feet! 

There was a hierarchy among servants of that day, and the lowest role, was that of a servant who washed feet. Jesus Christ put Himself in this position, so that He could show that even though He is God, He came to this earth to serve and do the Will of the Father. 

This was the time of the Old Covenant, and Levite priests were sacrificing the blood of animals on the Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur), to atone for sin. God in an “earth suit” was teaching under the Law, and the New Covenant had not yet begun.

Some people today are teaching that Jesus Christ washing the feet of the disciples, is an analogy to asking God to forgive your sins, in the Age of Grace. This has nothing to do at all with forgiveness today, it is a passage dealing with servitude.

Let’s imagine that people that are teaching this sort of thing today are correct. Well then, how many people asked Jesus to wash their feet? (NOBODY!) He volunteered to do so, and He did not wait for someone to ask Him. He just got down and started washing. How could this be related to asking forgiveness today? Jesus did not wash peoples feet because they asked Him to, and God today is never brought down to man’s level, by being forced to respond to a request for balancing a persons “short account of sin”. 

If you do not let Jesus Christ take the initiative to cleanse you of all of your unrighteousness, (received by faith at the time a person is born again and receives the Holy Spirit), you are not going to be righteous. 

Jesus said “forgive one another, as Christ Jesus has forgiven you, and serve one another, as I have served you”. There is nothing at all being implied here about continuing to seek forgiveness from God for the redeemed today. This says “I have done it for you, now do it for one another”. Redeemed people live in a flesh body, and will struggle with this. Believers continue to sin against each other, but are expected to get over the difficulties they may have together. This is also what the writing in James refers to, another passage that people who teach to ask Jesus for ongoing forgiveness. In my opinion, the “bible answer man”, who I accept to be a believer, has stumbled over this exact passage in James, and come to an incorrect conclusion.    

APRIL 6, 2003

“Is speaking in tongues for the redeemed today?”

1CORINTHIANS 14:9

“.  . unless you say words easy to understand, how shall it be known what is spoken? “

Commentary

Jesus Christ never spoke in tongues. There is no record of the apostles speaking in tongues after Pentecost. God can institute a gift or re-institute a gift anytime He wants to. The real issue here, is not whether or not it is for today, but rather “what is it?” Tongues is certainly not this “gibberish” we are seeing today. Paul said that tongues is a known language that could be interpreted and understood by a group of people. It is definitely not a person speaking nonsense that nobody else can understand, as goes on today in church buildings. That is not tongues, as described in the Word of God. What that is, God only knows, but it is not tongues. 

Tongues was a known language, and if you want to know what it is, go back to where it was introduced. Just like sin, if you want to know what it is, go back to the garden of Eden, sin is a lack of faith. So if you want to know what tongues is, go back to the Day of Pentecost. Tongues  was different languages, spoken to different dialects, that came to Jerusalem for the “holiday” (Jewish Feast). People heard from disciples, who were not necessarily schooled or educated, speaking in their own language. They heard disciples declare the wonders of God in their own tongues.

It is easy in north america to forget the large number of different languages that are in this world. English has become the language of commerce around the world, but many people in europe and asia speak more than one language. It is still referred to as tongues over there, and people ask each other how many tongues they speak. This is not a reference to speaking “gibberish”, it refers to different languages.

The tongues of the Bible is a language, and Paul spells this out in 1Corinthians 14 in great detail. Paul said that there are numerous languages in the world, but if you can not understand what is being said, what use is it to you? I have never heard someone speaking in biblical tongues, but I have heard people speak gibberish because of an unclean spirit in them.

Where the Bible talks about the laying of hands on people to receive the Holy Spirit, and speak in tongues, this refers to people who were lost (spiritually dead). These people knew nothing about the Holy Spirit, they were not saved, and they said they did not even know who the Holy Spirit was. When these people came to Christ for eternal life, as a sign to the unbelieving Hebrews around them, they spoke in a language that they had not learned, probably Hebrew. These were almost certainly gentiles, that suddenly spoke in Hebrew, which they had never learned, and the apostles proclaimed, “how can we deny they are In Christ?”

If you go through all the passages that discuss the tongues of the Bible, you will see that it was likely a gift that was given for the unbelieving Hebrew. We need to understand the truth of that, and quit trying to label this “gibberish” being proclaimed as tongues. How can anyone possibly confirm the meaning of this “gibberish” that is being spoken? If someone gets up in an assembly and speaks in spanish to a group, and those that know spanish say they knew what was said, and those that do not know spanish scratch their head, then that is speaking in tongues. When God says something, it is not going to be told in a way that the person listening cannot understand. In my opinion, tongue gibberish is just one more thing that people have grabbed a hold of today that is rooted in pride and ego, to claim they have something that someone else does not have. Paul taught believers to grow up, and not stay as babes In Christ. As I wrote last week, it is not love for a believer to say that they have something that others do not have. It would disgust me, if I went around telling others that I am better than they are, because I have the gift of teaching.  

MARCH 30, 2003

“Love for other believers is not proclaiming that you have something, that the others do not.” Part one of a writing that will continue in the coming weeks. 

JOHN 13:35

“By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another”

Commentary

Friends, you may know this type of person too. They label themselves as part of a religion, or embrace a “charasmatic movement”, or proclaim that they “walk a godly walk” by “doing what Jesus would do”.

The redeemed need the fullness of the Gospel, if they ever expect to grow. Those that do not, “short circuit” what Jesus has already done, and may boast of what they do and don’t do, or how much they read a Bible, or how much they tithe (an old testament law that supported the Levitical priesthood), or proclaim how many people they share Christ with (often under conditions where it is very awkward for the person being approached). Too much of this activity hinders the person from getting an understanding of what Jesus has already done, or learning how to know Him better. When a person dwells on telling others what they are supposed to be doing, and the other people find out that they cannot possibly do everything, they get into “guilt trips”, and even become depressed and angry. This guilt, depression, and anger can build, because the person is denied an opportunity to grow and mature. It is like the behavior of a newborn baby. When a baby comes out of the mother’s womb, it does not start shouting “praise Jesus”, while the mother tells the baby to wash dishes and vacuum. That baby primarily needs to be fed, in order that it can grow and survive.

When you come to Christ for eternal life, you also need to grow, so you need to be fed, and this is more important than trying to get into all kinds of activity. Beware of those who proclaim they are out “doing good for Jesus”. These people usually burn out in a short period of time, and that is not what the life of a redeemed person is meant to be. Eternal life is implicitly linked to getting to know Jesus Christ, and there is only one source, the Word of God. I encourage everyone, rather than read what someone else thinks, or even what I write, or Ted speaks on this site, to pick up the Word of God first, and ask Jesus Christ that if He does not reveal the meaning of what you are reading, you are not going to know. 

I agree very much with Ted, on the benefit of a home study Bible group, when it has the Word of God, The Father, Jesus Christ, and The Holy Spirit as the focus.  

MARCH 23, 2003

“This verse is not for the redeemed”

LUKE 21:36

“Watch therefore, and pray always that you may be counted worthy to escape all these things that will come to pass, and to stand before the Son of Man”

Commentary

Friends, a redeemed believer does not have to perform any works of their own, including a “prayer count”, to belong to Jesus Christ. It is all faith for a believer. The Holy Spirit does the work in and through the redeemed. This verse is for individuals during the tribulation, not for believers in the Age of Grace. 

This weeks writing is not entirely based on my discernment. I agree with much of the writing, but not all of it. Since I do not know all the answers, it seemed appropriate to consolidate these. The objective is to generate interest in the reader, so they look into the Word of God for themselves. 

Many who I talk to, with an understanding of prophecy say that Jesus Christ could remove His redeemed this spring.  

According to Hebrew tradition, some set up a table for the two prophets (witnesses) yet to come. These could be Moses or Elijah or even John, but no one actually can claim to know. They expect the actual two on Passover.  If these two were to come on Passover of this year, sometime in April, the redeemed would be expected to be taken before then. It is generally agreed that these two will appear at the beginning of the tribulation, after the redeemed are taken.  

The coming tribulation is primarily for the Hebrew people to recognize that Jesus Christ is the Messiah. Enoch (representing the redeemed), was taken by Jesus Christ before the biblical flood. Noah went through the biblical flood, (representing the tribulation). 

This next section is gleaned from others, and I do not put much emphasis on numerical relationships, and I especially do not study either “gematria” or “bible codes”. However, the information is interesting, as long as one does not begin to rigorously adopt any of it. Some say that God’s calendar runs from Nisan 1 to Nisan 1. Based on this, the idea is put forth that the “Hebrew clock” stopped on Nisan 10.  The Hebrew calendar is historically based on the “aviv barley”, which could give a range from April to May. It is reasonable to say that if none of the above really applies to the removal of the redeemed, then it is possible that the turn of the Hebrew year is not around the the months of April to May. 

One author found a Hebrew “Hay” at the 1999th verse of the Old Testament.  The Hebrew Hay means a shout. There were specific things that occurred in my life in the year of 1999, and for that reason, I accept it was the year of something significant. An author has suggested that perhaps God gave a prophetic model of the passing of 6,000 years of  “Adamic man”. I cannot say this was the case, but neither can I reject the idea. 

Many have discussed a concept called “Hidden Prophecies in the Psalms.”  The suggestion is that each Psalm prophetically corresponds to years in the 20th Century, or a cluster of Psalms such as Psalms 39 to 45, seem to relate to the years 1939 to 1945. There definitely is a correlation, but not every Psalm represents the year exactly. It was the last Psalm in the Song of Moses, Psalm 100 that suggested our year of 2000.  This could also suggest a prophetic model of 6,000 years having passed.

This next section is based on what I have read from others, and I cannot agree or disagree with the findings. Again, these are very curious correlations that are highly possible, or highly suspect. With that in mind, is there a next Jubilee year that applies to Israel? The teaching is that Israel is now observing a Sabbatical cycle that came from Babylon, in 536 BC.  That could suggest that they years from 2000 to 2007 have relevance to the context of Daniel 9: 24-27. Some say that this cycle is 2 years off, because Judah mixed up the years, while in Babylonian captivity, so the Sabbatical year would be from 2002 plus 7 to 2009. Remember that calendars are debatable as to when they fit into a sacred timetable, so there is variance in when they begin. Basically, this time shift is used to suggest that a Jubilee year will be around 2009.  This kind of dating is imprecise, and nobody can prove it. Nevertheless, this world may be very close to the start of the final years allotted for Israel.

I agree with many, who say that the years were cut off at the Crucifixion of Jesus Christ, and the “clock” has been put on hold for the final week of Daniel. Remember too, that Pentecost started a little after the crucifixion, and started the Age of Grace. The Age of Grace will end when the redeemed are taken, before the final years of Daniel’s prophecy.

Consider Pentecost, this year, it is in June. Biblical dispensations have changed on Pentecost.  Moses brought the Law down from Mt. Sinai around Pentecost.  Boaz married Ruth on Pentecost.  Boaz  was a Hebrew who clearly represented Jesus Christ as a Kinsman Redeemer. Ruth was a Gentile who represented someone who was redeemed.  When the Holy Spirit comes to live inside a redeemed person, it is almost like an engagement ring. All the redeemed are the Bride of Jesus Christ. If Boaz married Ruth on Pentecost, could this be a general indication of the taking of the redeemed?  Nobody really knows, but again, there is a reasonable correlation. 

According to another Hebrew tradition, some go outside at night, and look up into the sky to see if it opens up.  They do this around the feast of Pentecost.  They think that the Messiah may come. If the sky does not open, they go back inside and read scripture passages from the Book of Ruth. This is for the purpose of learning more about the relationship between Boaz and Ruth.

Jesus Christ has a plan for those that know Him.  If you have not asked Jesus Christ to redeem you, give you eternal life, what are you waiting for?   

MARCH 16, 2003

"Jesus Christ may not have been invited to this party, but He was in charge of it!"

Friends, I had intended to write on a different subject today, but was strongly motivated to write on the first chapter of Esther. The Hebrew feast of Purim this year, coincides exactly with this "deadline" for nations to make a decision on the "war" issue. There have been many gatherings of  leaders lately, and in my opinion, there may be one "satanic king" who is hosting them at the "lavish party". Now no one knows who this host is, and I doubt that any "conspiracy theorist" group knows either. In my opinion, this "king" is inviting spiritually dead people to his lavish feast for only one reason, to plot the elimination of  Hebrew people. This "king" will be revealed after the redeemed are taken, as I wrote about last year. I do not think the removal of the redeemed, is very far away in the future. This is no time to wonder about if you are indwelt by the Holy Spirit. If you are not, put your faith in Jesus Christ before another moment passes.

The book of Esther (a wife that symbolically represents Israel), is about a wicked plan to destroy Israel. The demonic reasoning was that if there are no Hebrew people left on the earth, then there is no reason for Jesus Christ to return, establish the Kingdom Age, and bind satan for one thousand years. God will never abandon Israel. Jesus Christ will preserve Israel in spite of opposition and danger, and NOTHING will prevent the coming of the Messiah. 

ESTHER 1:1-22

Now it came to pass in the days of Ahasuerus, (this is Ahasuerus which reigned, from India even unto Ethiopia, over an hundred and seven and twenty provinces:) 

In the third year of his reign, he made a feast unto all his princes and his servants; the power of Persia and Media, the nobles and princes of the provinces, being before him.

When he shewed the riches of his glorious kingdom and the honour of his excellent majesty many days, even an hundred and fourscore days

And when these days were expired, the king made a feast unto all the people that were present in Shushan the palace, both unto great and small, seven days, in the court of the garden of the king’s palace 

Where were white, green, and blue, hangings, fastened with cords of fine linen and purple to silver rings and pillars of marble: the beds were of gold and silver, upon a pavement of red, and blue, and white, and black, marble 

And they gave them drink in vessels of gold, (the vessels being diverse one from another,) and royal wine in abundance, according to the state of the king

And the drinking was according to the law; none did compel: for so the king had appointed to all the officers of his house, that they should do according to every man’s pleasure

Also Vashti the queen made a feast for the women in the royal house which belonged to king Ahasuerus

On the seventh day, when the heart of the king was merry with wine, he commanded Mehuman, Biztha, Harbona, Bigtha, and Abagtha, Zethar, and Carcas, the seven chamberlains that served in the presence of Ahasuerus the king].

To bring Vashti the queen before the king with the crown royal, to shew the people and the princes her beauty: for she was fair to look on

But the queen Vashti refused to come at the king’s commandment by his chamberlains: therefore was the king very wroth, and his anger burned in him

What shall we do unto the queen Vashti according to law, because she hath not performed the commandment of the king Ahasuerus by the chamberlains?

And Memucan answered before the king and the princes, Vashti the queen hath not done wrong to the king only, but also to all the princes, and to all the people that are in all the provinces of the king Ahasuerus

Likewise shall the ladies of Persia and Media say this day unto all the king’s princes, which have heard of the deed of the queen. Thus shall there arise too much contempt and wrath

If it please the king, let there go a royal commandment from him, and let it be written among the laws of the Persians and the Medes, that it be not altered, That Vashti come no more before king Ahasuerus; and let the king give her royal estate unto another that is better than she

For he sent letters into all the king’s provinces, into every province according to the writing thereof, and to every people after their language, that every man should bear rule in his own house, and that it should be published according to the language of every people

Commentary

Friends, the name of God, and prayer, is never mentioned in the book of Esther, but the "satanic king" is mentioned dozens of times. The book of Esther is never quoted in the New Testament. Esther is an unusual book of the Word of God, to say the least! The book is about people who have rejected God. They’re not praising God, nor are they praying to Him. Even though they rejected Him, God is directing them. The setting for the Book of Esther is a pagan court. A pagan law will be enacted, and it has nothing to do with Mosaic Law, nor is it Christian (Christ centered) at all. 

This banquet was a lavish smorgasbord that went on for six months. It revealed wealth and luxury. The host had called in many rulers to win their support for a military campaign to capture Greece. This would make the host a supreme ruler of the world of that day. He almost succeeded, but God already declared that the operation would fail. Historically, there was a shift of ruling power from the East to the West, that we still see today..

The host wanted world rulers to know that he was able to pay for the war he was contemplating. He displayed the wealth of his kingdom by giving this great pagan feast. The banquet was pagan from beginning to end. It was a Godless thing,  a pagan court where decisions were are made, that affected the world. The banquet came to a pinnacle in the last seven days. This banquet was costly beyond imagination. The host was getting ready to go to war, and he put forth expensive efforts to sell his idea. 

Esther disobeyed the host king, (remember that Israel is pictured as the woman here) This situation called for a crisis meeting of the "cabinet". The men named in this passage were princes who met the king privately and personally, just as the cabinet meets with the leader of America. The queen (picture of  Israel) had refused to obey a commandment of the king. The cabinet had to take care of this crisis. Here they are preparing for a great campaign (war), and the queen (Israel) will not do what the king asks her to do. What should be done with her? It seems that there was no law which they could use, so the king just made one up!

We are told that the host of this banquet was drunk. He overstepped himself. You did not have to drink at these banquets, but if you wanted to, you could have all you wanted. The king was “high” on the seventh day. Is a host considered a fit leader, if he is engaged in drunkenness? Today, Asian and Arab cultures are asking if America is drunken, and should it be in a position to be the leader of world nations. This is a question that America will have to answer. 

MARCH 9, 2003

“How does God harden a person’s heart? Is this cruel?”

Introduction:

John 12:40

(Jesus comes to the end of His public ministry, and fulfills Isaiah 53)

“He has blinded their eyes, and hardened their heart; that they should not see with their eyes, nor understand with their heart, and be converted, and I should heal them.”

Commentary 

Friends, my pet dog does not think about where she came from, where she is going, who made everything around her, or who God is. An animal does not have a human spirit that seeks answers to spiritual questions. However, all people do have this desire. Some avoid the issue completely by being atheists. Some make up their own belief system, or are incurably “religious”, but remain as spiritually dead as a block of iron. There are many of these sitting in church pews. 

In the plan of salvation, people are either going to accept or reject Jesus Christ. All people are being offered the same Grace of God. Pre-destination, election, and foreknowledge has only to do with Jews and Gentiles, and has nothing to do with religious dogma. God pre-destined the two reactions. People who reject Jesus Christ are vessels of destruction, and they will die with God’s wrath upon them. People who accept Jesus Christ, are redeemed vessels of salvation. The same message of Grace that brings the joy of eternal spiritual life to a redeemed person, brings turmoil to a person that rejects it. If Grace is taught to a legalistic or religious person, they will be in turmoil. I have learned that trying to argue with people that reject Jesus Christ, is like watching a dog chase it’s tail. These spiritually dead people go around and all over the discussion, but never get to what scripture says. They quote one theologian after another, quote one philosopher after another, or quote one worldly idea after another. They never come to understand or embrace the truth of what scripture says. The message of truth is what hardens the heart of those who reject it. When a person continues to resist truth, THEY harden their heart, not God. But if you have a open heart, and realize the Word of God is truth from God, He redeems you. In Exodus 8,9,10 and 14, pharaoh had his heart hardened by the display of truth. Pharaoh resisted that truth, and Moses walked in it. God is not going to “harden” any ones heart by an action. He did not harden Pharaoh’s heart. Pharaoh already possessed a hard heart, and God only brought this out into the open. 

God knows everything, and He knows who is truly seeking Him. Jesus Christ promised that anyone who truly asks to know God, will have the answer sent to them. This happened to me, and it happened to all others that I have asked. God is not limited in anything, or by any methodology. Jesus Christ is faithful and true, and can be trusted to get the good news of eternal life to whoever is willing to receive it. 

I am disappointed in evangelism today, with much emphasis on condemnation, strong graphic images, or negativity. THIS IS ONLY GOING TO PUT PEOPLE ON GUILT TRIPS. Even more disturbing to me, are organizations that tell people that if they do not evangelize, it is their fault that another person dies eternally separated from Jesus Christ. There is so much emphasis on making a person guilty, when they think things like, “I knew this person, but I did not witness to them”. Let me say this very carefully, there is no doubt that if the Holy Spirit puts it on my heart to witness to somebody, that I do. This is a privilege that any redeemed person has. But, if am not the one to do it, God has somebody else that will. Think of this as being similar to injuring one of your hands. If one hand is not able to pick up a glass of water to drink, the other hand can. If one redeemed person cannot offer a cup of living water to a spiritually dead person, another redeemed person can. Myself, and all of the redeemed  living on this earth right now, are not the salvation, Jesus Christ is. It is not that I have to do something, but that I have a privilege of doing something. In the finality, it is by Grace, not me, that a person is redeemed. 

Friends, the most dangerous thing in the world is to hear the gospel, and then turn your back on it. If you just go on listening and do not receive the free gift of eternal life in Jesus Christ, there comes a time when you cannot hear and you cannot see the truth anymore. I know MANY people in this category. Jesus Christ is the only living God of the universe, and it is He who has the final authority. 

MARCH 2, 2003

Part Two

“Is the Bible a piece of hate literature?”

Note: I know people who live lifestyles 

specifically mentioned in these passages. 

I am not here on this earth to condemn 

any of them, I am here to offer them the 

Gospel, and teach them how to receive 

eternal life. 

Introduction:

Revelation 21:8

“But the fearful, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death”

Commentary 

Friends, this verse is set at a future time, when there is a new Heaven and a new earth. Notice this lake of eternal death is “left over” from before the new creation. It describes a place where the eternally separated from God will be forever. Contrary to the common lie of the natural world, this is not a place where the spiritually dead “party” with one another, while the wicked one commands many slaves to shovel coal!

When Jesus Christ returns to this earth, He will not bear sin. Since He is not coming back to bear sin, this tells us that He has already done it for the entire world. The redeemed have eternal life, and the Holy Spirit lives inside of them. We have to understand the finality of the cross (or tree), it was done once, and it was done for all time. This is why there is no place in the New Testament, from Pentecost forward, where there is any passage telling a believer to ask God to forgive them. This is not because the epistle writers of  forgot something, NO! Paul said clearly that without the resurrection, we are to be pitied of all people, and are still dead in our sins. Resurrection is where the salvation comes from, forgiveness is a part of the process. Forgiveness is the removal of the consequences of sin (death) by the receiving of life. Without this resurrection, there is no life. Even though there there is forgiveness and reconciliation available, there is no justification. Unfortunately, groups such as the “reformed” people have come up with a whole bunch of non-sensical theology that He only died for the elect. Jesus did not die on the tree for the a group of elect, He died for the entire sins of the entire world for all time, period. Does that mean the world is saved, NO! No one has eternal life by only getting their sins forgiven, rather, every one that is saved has come to Him for a resurrected life. The redeemed have been saved from the consequences of sin (death) by the result of being redeemed (purchased) by Jesus Christ. Religion rarely understands that the consequence of sin is not a “paddling in the woodshed of God”, or “getting out of fellowship”, but DEATH. How obvious can it be! Until death is corrected, the individual is dead. Religion has concentrated on the cross, at the exclusion of the empty tomb. One religion still has a figure nailed to a tree. When a person comes to Jesus Christ for true salvation, they should be told that God was In Christ reconciling them unto Himself, not counting your sins against you. There is no sin attributable to anyone now, EXCEPT for the refusal of life In Christ Jesus. ALL YOU HAVE TO DO IS THANK HIM FOR WHAT HE GRACIOUSLY DID FOR YOU AT THE TREE, THE TAKING AWAY OF YOUR SIN. AND TO THANK HIM FOR HIS GRACIOUS OFFER OF ETERNAL LIFE, AND COME TO HIM FOR LIFE. If anyone does this, they will be redeemed, because this is what the Gospel says. If there was any further forgiveness to be executed on our behalf, Jesus Christ would have to come and die again, because without the shedding of blood, there is no forgiveness. What religion has done, is confuse salvation with getting sin forgiven for around TWO THOUSAND YEARS! So many religious groups go on and on about “come to Jesus and get your sins forgiven” I am sorry, but you don’t come to Jesus to get your sins forgiven, your sins have ALREADY been forgiven! You come to Jesus Christ to get life. Religion is teaching masses of people to ask God to take their sin away, but this can leave everyone dead! Jesus did what religion asks Him for, He took away the sin of the entire world for all eternity. But He guided every writer of the new covenant to explain that everyone is still dead! He asks the world “do you want to come to ME for life?” There are an awful lot of people responding to altar calls, reciting 1John1:9, and confessing to priests, returning to the point they started at, totally dead. These people do not come to get life, they come to get their sins forgiven. When you are told that if you do not get your sins forgiven that you are going to go to hell, the response is “who wants to go to hell, I am going to go and get my sins forgiven”. Spiritually dead people will all say the same thing, I want Jesus to forgive my sins, but I don’t want Jesus to have anything to do with my life. I am not teaching here that a person who is responding to an altar call, reciting 1John1:9, or confessing to a priest is not saved, I am teaching that these people are not being given a complete teaching of the Gospel. When I came to Jesus Christ I did not come to Him to get forgiven, I came to Him to get life. I was miserable, depressed, and suicidal. I hated everything, especially myself. I never went through any of this religious stuff we are bombarded with nowadays, how people say they were saved, and then nothing happened, and then all of a sudden some kind of spiritual sideshow came out of them. When I was saved, SOMETHING HAPPENED TO ME. I looked in a mirror at myself and said “Richard, there is something really wrong with you”. This had nothing to do with all the kooky things I was doing, there was something wrong with me. The attitude of me when I came to Jesus Christ for eternal life, was that I needed a new me, to replace the depressed, kooky and suicidal one. I had a dramatic conversion right then and there. I usually find that people that only come to Jesus to get their sins forgiven experience nothing much at all, and wonder what being born again has to do with them. I teach the truth of this offer of eternal life, and if a person wants it, they ask God for it. 

Now that we have spent two writings to discuss the question of whether the Bible is hate literature, let’s see what the truth is.

It is so very disturbing to me when I see someone that calls themself a “christian”, hold up a sign or speak a chant along the lines of “God hates (fill in one of the behaviors mentioned by name in Corinthians from last week). Every single person that has ever been on this earth is a failure from God’s standpoint. God expected NOTHING from anybody at any time since Adam, so is neither suprised or disappointed with anybody. Jesus Christ is the Alpha and the Omega, and NEVER changes, because He is God. If you do not receive eternal life from Jesus Christ, you are spiritually dead, and if you do not change this situation before the one and only life you ever have in your physical body ends, you will be eternally dead and separated from God forever. It does not matter whether you are the nicest person on earth, or the pastor of a huge congregation, on a television for millions to see, or a homosexual drug addict practicing witchcraft that has murdered dozens of people. It does not make a shred of difference what you have done, or even what you may continue to struggle with after you receive eternal life. If you will thank God for the eternal life He has offered, and walk by Faith, trusting Him to do exactly what He said He would, you will NOT be in this group of Revelation 21. This group in Revelation 21 is eternally separated from God because they refused Jesus Christ, not because they did any of these things.

The people that I seem to teach the most to, are “outcasts” of this world. I have taught the Gospel to men in high security prisons, some who killed their own family with their bare hands. I have taught the Gospel to individuals with demonic spirits screaming out of them, threatening to kill me, eat my flesh and drink my blood. I have taught the Gospel to homosexuals and drug addicts. I have taught the Gospel to people that committed suicide the day after I spoke with them, and people in pagan religions of the far east, that have mysteriously died shortly after I talked to them. I have never felt threatened by any of them ever, they have never failed to listen to what I wanted to say, and they have never hated me for what I wanted to teach them. I get condemnation and hatred from atheists, “nice people”, teachers of “religious doctrines of demonic origin” that show up at my front door, and legalistic “christians” Especially legalistic “christians”.

If anyone who reads this writing has condemned themselves because they have done or are doing or expect to continue to do ANY of the behaviors we have discussed, please consider the following.

If you are an atheist, the Bible calls you a fool, I did not say this God did.

But if you are willing to agree that there is a God, won’t you reach out to God for eternal life? Some suggestions about how to do this are on the home page of this web site. If I am wrong, you are just reaching out to nothing, so what does it matter if you do it? But if I am correct, and you truly accept to believe by Faith that Jesus Christ will give you eternal life, you will be redeemed. One of the biggest stumbling blocks that the wicked one puts before people that say they can never give up things like drug use or homosexuality, is to make them believe they were born that way, or deserve to always be like that. A redeemed person can still wrestle with drug addiction or homosexuality after they receive eternal life. All they have to do is trust by faith in Jesus Christ, that He will sort out what needs to be sorted out in their behavior. He will do this, and I have seen this happen in redeemed people every single time, starting with me.     

FEBRUARY 23, 2003

“Is the Bible a piece of hate literature?” (a synopsis of a media report is at the end of this weeks writing) 

Note: I know people who live lifestyles specifically mentioned in these passages. I am not here on this earth to condemn any of them, I am here to offer them the Gospel, and teach them how to receive eternal life. 

Introduction:

Galatians 5:19-21

“Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, licentiousness”

“idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies,”

“envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I told you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God”

1 Corinthians 6:9-11

“Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived, neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites (those submitting to homosexuals),”

“nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, will inherit the kingdom of God”

“And such were some of you. But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the spirit of our God”

Commentary 

Friends, these verses include a description of Corinthians, who in that day and age, were  (lost) gentiles, involved in all of these things. This was the lifestyle of many of the Greeks at this period of time. The TOTALLY wrong religious conclusion is that if someone does one of these things that they are not born again. This is the DANGER of what is being practiced in a religion labelled christianity today.

The religious system has completely missed the reality of these verses. Religion thinks people are walking in faith by initiating and doing something for God, in order that He will respond to them. Religious teaching says continuing to sin, means people are not saved, and this is in error. The power of sin is in the Law, and all lost people are under the Law. The Law is for the unrighteous. Believers are NOT under the Law, but they can choose to behave at times, in every single category mentioned. When the Bible talks about dying daily, it is talking about being spiritually dead, under the Law. Only a non-believer is dead under the Law. If you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the Law, which means when you are spiritually alive. 

Why can’t those in this passage inherit the kingdom of God? It is because they are lost, and they live like this all the time. Believers do not live like this all the time. There is much more here than a form of “spiritual hopscotch”. Spiritually dead people can adopt a whole lifestyle of things like fornication, adultery, immorality, debauchery and witchcraft. The reason they do those things as a lifestyle, is because they are spiritually dead. 

They real issue about these individuals not inheriting the kingdom of God, really has nothing much to do with them doing these things. They are not going to inherit the kingdom of God because they are lost. 

If you are lost, you are still under the Law, and the condemnation of the Law.  The scripture says that someone who has lived in say a life of witchcraft, then claims to be born again, only to return to witchcraft, is not born again. The Bible describes this as those who were among us, but were never part of us. These people never repented in the first place. Repentance is turning away from the unbelief of the resurrection of Jesus Christ, to receive eternal life, to have the Holy Spirit live inside of you, never to leave you or forsake you, and then and only then receive complete removal of all sin, “period”. Repentance is not to stop doing something, as religion so incorrectly teaches. This type of thing is very poor teaching indeed. Like it says in the Book of Hebrews, this goes back to a sacrificial system, and puts people under the Law. There are literally thousands of people sitting in church building pews today under this deception.  They have a form of head knowledge that Jesus took away their sin, but walk the aisles every Sunday to get their sins forgiven, recite 1John1:9 to get their sins forgiven, get re-baptized in order to get their sins forgiven, and on and on. The only issue is whether or not they have EVER repented. If they have never repented of their unbelief, they need to come to Jesus Christ, and say thank you Lord for what He did for them at the tree.

Man has an idea in his religion, that the goal of the christian life is to quit sinning. This is ridiculous. If we ever got to that point (we never will) than we wouldn’t need Jesus anymore! Religion today thinks that someone will get so good one day, that they wont need Jesus anymore. We are NOT walking by faith IF we are trying to make ourselves holy and keep all sin out of our life. THE GOAL OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE ISN’T TO QUIT SINNING. THE GOAL OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE IS TO START TRUSTING. Walking in faith has NOTHING to do with what I am doing, walking in faith has everything to do with what He has already done. The goal is NEVER to get God to respond to me, but to for me to respond to God. This is such a spiritual dyslexia in this world today! Faith is beleiving that God has already done everything for me, and I respond to that by saying thank you, and walking with a spirit of gratitude. 

The issue is that if you are going to deny what Jesus did for you, then that is an indicator that you have never been saved, not because you are sinning. A believer has the opportunity to participate in the guidance of the Holy Spirit, or the nature of the flesh. This is a continual and ongoing choice. To suggest that someone who sins may not be born again, implies that there is a state of sinless perfection, by self effort, which there is not. The Holy Spirit always reveals to a believer that lifestyles of adultery, fornication and all the others, are NOT what they are “cracked up” to be! 

Live by the Spirit so that you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. This DOES NOT say that the desires of the flesh will go away. The sinful nature desire is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit is in conflict with the sinful nature. This is why believers end up doing what they do not want to. Against the Fruit of the Spirit there is no law, but there is a law for those other things. Consider jealousy, can a believer be jealous?(of course) Does that mean they are not born again?(no) How about envy? Nothing can damage your salvation, if you are alive In Christ. Spiritual life has been imparted to you, and there is no sin that can cause that spiritual life to leave you. We have to understand what God did for us when He provided salvation for us. We were saved FROM the consequence of sin (spiritual death). NO ONE comes to spiritual life by being forgiven, but it is implicit to the process. You come alive spiritually, by receiving eternal life. In order to give us eternal life, He had to deal eternally with the cause of spiritual death. If God had not taken away the sins of the whole world, which He did at the tree, then how could He ever give us eternal life? He says He will never leave or forsake those who have sp life, because there is NOTHING that can cause Him to leave! Your sin, the cause of spiritual death, WAS taken away at the tree, so there is nothing you can do to hinder that. A child of God is told to live by the Spirit and keep in step with the Spirit. You are a new creature in Christ, when you are indwelt by the Holy Spirit. Do we have to always keep in step?(no), do we sometimes get out of step with the Spirit?(of course). Jesus Christ draws us back to Him, never leaving us or deserting us. All sin has been taken away, never to be brought up ever again. If I am going to walk by faith, I have to walk in the totality of what Christ has done for me, NOT what I am doing to keep myself “clean”. I can’t keep myself clean, and I can’t keep myself righteous. But my faith, is rejoicing in the fact that Jesus Christ made me clean and righteous. God redeemed me. God justified me. God did all this and I did not do anything, except respond in saying thank you. That is how a believer should live their life, by saying thank you to God, who is Jesus Christ, the Alpha and the Omega. This is walking by faith. 

Sometimes believers walk controlled by the Love of God, and other times walk by the desires or the flesh. The Spirit of God is always there, working in us, and drawing us back. This is why a believer does NOT HAVE A LIFESTYLE of these behaviors. Titus says “It is the Grace of God that teaches us to say no to un-righteousness”. Not the Law of God, but rather the Grace of God.  Walking in the Spirit is the new way that is spiritual life. If the Spirit lives in you, keep in step with the Spirit that lives in you.  Do we always do that? (no) Do we want to do it?(yes) Do we do it?(no) This is the conflict that Paul was talking about. Some days, I do not feel like I am walking in step with the Spirit at all. There is nothing unusual about feeling this way sometimes. It is just part of the desires of our flesh. After realizing this, believers get into the spiritual “growth” process. Not to be any better than another believer or anyone else, and not to earn “more” favor with God. The only joy that any person is ever going to realize, is to walk in the Spirit of God that lives in them if they are redeemed, to participating in His divine nature.   

MEDIA ARTICLE - February 2003

Certain passages of the Bible can be construed as hate literature if placed in a particular context, according to a Canadian provincial court. 

Under Saskatchewan’s Human Rights Code, “a citizen” of Regina, Saskatchewan, was found guilty along with the newspaper, the Saskatoon StarPhoenix, of inciting hatred and was forced to pay damages of 1,500 Canadian dollars to each of the three homosexual men who filed the complaint. 

The ad’s theme listed references to Bible passages, Romans 1, and 1 Corinthians 6:9-10.   

FEBRUARY 16, 2003

“Is there any way to live without our sensual indulgence”

Introduction:

Colossians 2:23

“These things (do not do this and do not do that) indeed have an appearance of wisdom in self imposed religion, false humility, and neglect of the body, but are of no value against the indulgence of the flesh”

Commentary 

Friends, a born again believer is in this world, but not of this world. Consider being in a swimming pool. If you are in the pool, you can sort of float around in it. If you choke on pool water you are still alive but are compromised. If you are of the pool, you are dead, because you have drowned. Natural people are totally of the pool (spiritually dead). Born again people are (spiritually) alive in the pool, and although they can choke on pool water, they cannot die (spiritually) in the pool.   

A born again believer is in this world as an “ambassador”, and like an ambassador has a citizenship in a different place, Heaven. 

So why would any born again believer submit to rules of do not do this and do not do that? All of these “do nots” are based on human commands and teachings. These kind of things have an appearance of wisdom, with their self imposed worship, but they have NO ability to restrain sensual indulgence.

These human principles are no different than the Law of the Old Covenant. None of the redeemed live by the Law, they live by a life. None of the redeemed live by principles, they live by a life. Anyone can set out and say they are going to be a “principal keeper”. No one is going to succeed in keeping principles, including the redeemed. If any one could, what would it mean to God? It would not mean righteousness, because He said no one is righteous, no not one. It would not help a redeemed person get to Heaven, because He says that the redeemed are ALREADY there. It would not bring spiritual life to the natural person. All it has is an “appearance” of wisdom. It breeds self-righteousness and boasting about how “good” someone is. There is a strange thing about human flesh that boasts about how good it is doing, and how anyone else is not doing as good. God is telling us that these things have NO power in restraining sensual indulgence. It seems like it could, it seems like it would, but God says no it cannot. God’s desire for us is NOT to live by principles, not to live by promises, but to LIVE IN JESUS CHRIST. Through His Grace, He is the only one that can teach you and me to say no to unrighteousness. He is the only one that can help us to have self control, which is what the principle keepers are trying so hard to do. It is not the Law, it is not the principles, it is the Grace of God. Do not substitute anything for the Life of Christ living inside of you as the Holy Spirit. This is your ONLY hope. 

How often do I find the reason for someone to reject the offer of eternal life, by faith in the Grace of Jesus Christ, as fear of a boring existence, with no pleasure, and a set of principles to be obeyed. Jesus Christ did NOT come to the world to condemn it, He came to offer eternal life. Quit believing the lie of the father of all lies, about how there is a party in hell for you and some friends. The only thing there is eternal death and NO fulfillment of any need. Instead of rejecting God’s offer of eternal life In Christ Jesus based on a false accounting of man taught principles (religion), trust the Holy Spirit to renew your mind, because He will. There is no other way.   

FEBRUARY 9, 2003

Some tell me they have never read the Bible, and ask “is there a good place to start?”

Hebrews 9:16, 9:17

“For where there is a testament, there must also of necessity be the death of the testator”

“For a testament is in force after men are dead, since it has no power at all while the testator lives”

Stated simply, 

“A will or covenant does not go into effect until the one who made it dies. It never goes into effect when the one who made it is still living. It is always the last one that is written before the one who made it dies, that will be in effect”   

Commentary 

Friends, we live today under a new covenant. A covenant is an agreement between God and man. Basically, there are two covenants of interest, the old covenant (Old Testament), and the new covenant (New Testament). Some who pick up a Bible, start reading in the Book of Matthew, and may become confused about all of the genealogies, even to the point of deciding that the Word of God is too difficult, or even irrelevant to them. 

The new covenant begins with the Book of Acts, although the “Acts of the Apostles” is a historical account, and is not doctrinal. I always tell people to begin their study of the Word of God in the Book of Romans. 

The four gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John are an account of Jesus Christ, in an “earth suit covering”, under the OLD COVENANT, when He was here in flesh on the earth. However, the new covenant DID NOT GO INTO EFFECT, until the death of Christ. 

You see, in order to bring in this new covenant, the old one had to be fulfilled. This is what it means when the Bible says that Jesus did not come to abolish the Law, but to fulfill the Law. He fulfilled the Law through His life, and He upheld the Law through His death. A simple way to understand this, is to think of a person who is sentenced to death. They have not fulfilled the sentence while they are waiting on death row. The death sentence is upheld only when the person dies. Then, the Law has been upheld. There was a verdict of guilty, there was a punishment of death, so that Law in it’s entirety was upheld.

Again, it is VERY important to understand that the Gospel is the death, burial, and the resurrection of Jesus Christ. His burial was the proof of death.

Law, the old covenant, was NEVER given for the non-Hebrew. Sadly, religion has dragged it over into “christianity”, by grabbing onto what God gave for the Hebrews. Religious people often brag about how they work to uphold what has NEVER been given to them! Jewish people asked God for the commandments, He gave it to them, and then said “you keep them”. They already failed, before they ever got off of Mount Sinai! The result was that God found fault with ALL of the Jews. The conclusion is that no person, Hebrew or non-Hebrew (gentile), can keep the Law of God’s commandments. All Hebrews failed to keep it, and religious gentiles who have dragged it over into “christianity” cannot keep it either. Religious people pretend they keep their form of the Law. Some of these knock at my front door, to tell me how they are full of their own good works, and why I should adopt their doctrine of demons. They do not understand that no one can keep the Law, and the wages of the failure is death. The inability of ANY person to keep the Law is so thorough, that all people after Adam, are born spiritually dead.

When Jesus Christ died on the tree, ALL humanity prior to this, and all humanity after this, was unmistakably reduced to total dependency upon Faith in Jesus Christ for eternal life. His resurrection demonstrated the guarantee of this. It is ONLY by repentance of the unforgivable sin, the sin of denying the resurrected eternal life of Jesus Christ being given to you by your faith, that you actually receive TOTAL taking away of ALL of your sin. This is why there is no “universal salvation”, even though all sin has been taken away in the Age of Grace. Confession of sin for forgiveness, altar calls, reciting of 1John 1:9, and any praying for forgiveness are abominations against God for a believer. These rituals are a denial by the person doing them, of Faith in Jesus Christ. These are a religious remnant of the Law, specifically animal sacrifice and attending the “Day of Atonement”, or “Yom Kippur”. These are only for a Hebrew person, but have been dragged into many religious rituals today, and taught by false teachers. Just as tithing was ONLY for the support of the Levitical priesthood, atonement is ONLY for those under the Law, and the word atonement is NEVER used in the new covenant. There is not one single passage anywhere in the new covenant that tells born again believers to ask God for forgiveness. Atonement (in the old covenant) meant covering, but propitiation (in the new covenant) means complete elimination of. There is not one single passage anywhere in the new covenant that says born again believers can get in and out of fellowship with God. I made a decision to put my faith in the Word of God, not denominational doctrines. I can only find rest from condemnation, by resting In Christ. I am still in a body of flesh, and that body is dirty rags before God. All believers will wrestle with the opposing natures of themselves, and continue to sin. But the consequence of that sin (death) has been taken away forever.

Jesus Christ did not come to give a religion. He came to offer a relationship. Religion has imitated the body of Christ. The body of Jesus Christ on the earth now, is a spiritually alive organism, made up ONLY of redeemed born again believers, indwelt by the Holy Spirit of God. Jesus Christ is the Head of this body. Religion tries to make this body into an organization. 

God will NEVER SEND ANYONE TO HELL, THEY SEND THEMSELF TO HELL. The wrath of God does not come upon you when you die without Christ, the wrath of God REMAINS upon you since your physical birth. It is completely beyond my understanding why so many people I talk to want to send themselves to hell. Some of them are so deceived that they think pleasure will be theirs, because they think the wicked one is the source of their pleasure here. The wicked one is the father of all lies, and this fallen angel has nothing but hatred for all human beings. This wicked one is not going to be in charge of people “shoveling coal”, like almost all of moronic cartoons depict. Eternal separation from God, is separation from EVERYTHING pleasurable, and this is called hell. I did not say this, the Word of God said it. It is one thing for a person that does not know any better about their state of spiritual death (especially a small child), but it is quite another for a person who is aware (especially an adult) that they are spiritually dead. The Word of God says that only a fool says there is no God (an atheist), and I must say that it is not very intelligent for someone who is aware that they are spiritually dead, to reject eternal life. 

FEBRUARY 2, 2003

“What is a misplaced dependency?”

Introduction:

Written by a friend (young woman), as her response to a self righteous person that condemned her for drinking socially (continued from last weeks writing):

“i say...  as long as it doesn’t interfere with my life (and i’ve always been a social drinker so it doesn’t) then there’s nothing wrong with it.“

Told by a a different woman that spoke to me about her husband:

“My spouse has several addictions, to both drugs and alcohol. We go to church every Sunday, but his behavior continues. I keep thinking it is my fault. I pray every night, I read the Bible every night, and I try to do the right thing. I cannot escape being angry and upset all the time. When I tell him that I am upset at what he is doing, he quotes “Matthew 7:1””

Matthew 7:1

“Do not judge, or you too will be judged”

Commentary 

Friends, there is nothing wrong with what the first woman is doing. She says she is going to have a social drink, NOT that she has a misplaced dependency on drinking. 

When I was a teenager, it was important to be popular with the crowd. If my meaning and purpose in my life was dependent upon being popular, then that would control my life, even though the crowd DID NOT want to control me.  

Regarding this woman with the addicted spouse, what difference would it make to the situation if the husband did not go to church every Sunday? Or what if this woman did not pray every night, or did not read her Bible every night? Probably nothing, because it is incorrect thinking to say that if a person does these things, then everything is going to be okay. The only reason in the universe to read or listen to the Word of God, is so that the Holy Spirit can interpret the meaning for you. Too many people get into a discipline of “if you are having trouble, then read the Bible and pray”. They are reading the Bible and praying to get something done or accomplished, instead of getting to know Jesus Christ. The only reason to read the Word of God, or pray, is to get to know the Author of the Word of God, the only living God of the Universe, Jesus Christ. This woman with the addicted spouse should have realized by now, that her discipline is not working.

She is living in a situation of the hypocrisy of her husband. This man has accepted to alter his mind with drugs and alcohol, instead of having his mind renewed by the Holy Spirit of God. When any person depends on anything other than Jesus Christ for the meaning and the purpose of their life, then they have a MISPLACED DEPENDENCY. This is when a “thing” whatever it is, “controls” the person. It is not the thing that controls the person, it is their dependency on that thing. A person’s dependency on that thing, is what brings the control by it, upon the person. The husband is depending upon drugs and alcohol to do something for him, instead of Jesus Christ to do something for him. Until he sees that it is NOT the drugs and NOT the alcohol that is his problem, but rather his misplaced dependency, he is deceived. Jesus said that it is NOT what a man puts in his mouth that defiles him, but what proceeds out of the heart (for example, a misplaced dependency). The husband does not have a drinking problem or a drug problem, as much as a misplaced dependency problem. Jesus Christ came to solve our misplaced dependency problems. Once that is solved, then the other things such as substance abuse, get solved.   

This woman MUST declare to her husband that enough is enough! She should NOT be forced to watch her husband destroy himself. If the husband wants to destroy himself, that is his choice, but he DOES not have the right to make his wife watch him doing it. If he will not stop, then he has to leave and do it on his own. In my experience, this is the ONLY way that a man or a woman can draw a relationship partner to their senses. The whole point here, is to make it clear to the other person that there is an accountability and a repercussion to their actions. The result of drug use can be AIDS and death. The result of drug and alcohol use can be criminal convictions and a life of suffering. It is very upsetting to me that this husband can consume drugs and alcohol, yet live at home and expect his wife to be there waiting for him, love him, support him and give him physical enjoyment! 

His wife is not judging him, when she tells him what he is doing. If I throw a handful of dirt into your face, and you say to me, “you threw a handful of dirt into my face” you are not judging me. There is a difference between stating facts, and judging someone. The wife is not telling the husband to stop using drugs and alcohol because she thinks he hates her, she is telling him that he is destroying himself with drugs and alcohol. She is appraising what is taking place, not investigating motives. 

The “big picture” here, is that there is an ultimate accountability for you, to Jesus Christ. YOUR CREATOR. The wages of sin is DEATH. ALL sin was ALREADY forgiven and put behind the Back of God, when He physically died, nailed to a tree. You were not even alive yet! That forgiveness IS NOT RECEIVED, until you repents of the ONLY sin that sentences you to  eternal death, unbelief in the Resurrected Jesus Christ, now seated at the Right Hand of God the Father. No one is saved by the death of Christ, or the forgiveness of sin, yet both of these are implicit to the process. Only the acceptance of eternal life, by asking Jesus Christ to live inside of you, as the Holy Spirit of God, will give you the free gift of eternal life. Trust God to sort out your misplaced dependencies. I can PERSONALLY TESTIFY that He sorted out all of mine. Quit listening to all this religious nonsense about what you are supposed to do and what you are not supposed to do. Quit trying to live your life by your own futile and depressing efforts. Eternal life can NEVER be lost, and the Holy Spirit will renew your mind to truth, despite ANYTHING that you are tempted by. Again, this is why the Gospel of Jesus Christ is such good news to anyone!

JANUARY 26, 2003

Friends, I apologize for the late posting this week, the site was damaged by the internet problems of last Friday, and it took time to resolve.

Quote from a friend of mine:

oh, it’s not just the religious ones.  i recently dated a “sober” guy who is 

now self-righteous...  it was sickening.  if i want to go out ... or have a social drink or something... there’s nothing wrong with it. 

The reason that this “sober” guy was disappointed with my friend, is because an unreasonable expectation was placed upon my friends behavior.     

Quoted from a favorite Bible study show of mine:

What the natural world says-

All our lives, we need to be taught how to be good men and women

The harder we work, the more we are rewarded

Buckle down, you will get a better job

Make more money, and you will be happier

The reason that the natural world that says this, will be disappointed with anyone who does not follow these rules, because all these rules are unreasonable expectations.   

What the religious world says (not biblical):

God helps those who help themselves

The Christian life requires you to perform

The religious world will be disappointed with anyone who does not follow these guidelines, because all these guidelines are unreasonable expectations.

What the natural world has said to me:

Get more education, and you will have a job

Give it all you have got, and you will be the best

The natural world has been disappointed with me, because I could not achieve them, and they are unreasonable expectations.

What the religious world has said to me (not biblical):

You must try to live a Christian life 

Confess your sins to stay forgiven

We don’t do this, and we don’t do that

The religious world has been disappointed with me, because I could not adhere to their rules, because these rules have unreasonable expectations.

What someone that I knew said about children:

I do not like children, because they cry

This person is disappointed with all children, because they cry, which is an unreasonable expectation.

What someone that I knew said about dogs:

I do not like dogs, because they bark

This person is disappointed with all dogs, because they bark, which is an unreasonable expectation. 

I AM SURE THAT YOU HAVE GRASPED THE IMAGERY OF WHAT THIS MEANS, ALL PEOPLE WILL EVENTUALLY DISSAPOINT OTHER PEOPLE, BECAUSE OF UNREASONABLE EXPECTATIONS. 

So what does God tell us?

Romans 3:10

“There is none righteous, no not one”

Romans 3:23

“For all have sinned, and fall short of the glory of God”

John 15:5 

“I am the vine, you are the branches, He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me, you can do nothing”

Commentary 

Friends, do you see the paradox of how it is IMPOSSIBLE for God to be disappointed with us? He is never disappointed with the human condition. God expects NOTHING from me, you, or anyone else, because that is precisely what me, you, or anyone else has to offer God, NOTHING!. Many miss this, even born again believers that have the Holy Sprit living inside of them. In order to be disappointed with anyone, you have to have an expectation towards that person, or else you could never be disappointed in them. If I never expect anything out of you, how can I be disappointed if I don’t get any? Why can we get disappointed in our kids, because we think they ought to be perfect, when we the parents are not perfect. Do we think that they should be, when we are not?

Has anyone reading this been rejected by someone with an unreasonable expectation? How about rejection by a husband, a wife, a child, a parent, a relative, an employer? We all have been rejected many times by those with unreasonable expectations.

God does not have ANY unrealistic expectations toward us. As a matter of fact, HE SAYS WE ARE ALL GOING TO FAIL, because no one is righteous, no not one (Romans 3:10). All have sinned, all have fallen short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23). God can not be disappointed, because he sees us in this hopeless condition. We all have to realize the truth, that God has told all of us, that without Him we can do nothing.   

The only place where we can rest, instead of performing, is in the unconditional love and acceptance of Jesus Christ. The Grace of God that saves us, will also sustain us in the world. Religious systems twist this into the “name it and claim it”, and “blab it and grab it” doctrines of demons. As soon as we try to do it, we are not resting In Christ, and our world may “fall apart” before our very eyes. This is EXACTLY why God completely Redeems us, but leaves us in our totally dependent state upon Him. If He did not, we would forget how much He loves us and does everything in our lives to His Glory, and go back to depending upon ourselves. 

In Christ Jesus, I and all born again believers can call God the Father, our Father. He is our Father, we are His children, and He knows what we need before we ever ask for it. He will provide all our needs. This does not mean wealth, but it will be what we need to be able to live. Over and over and over, I have seen my Father in Heaven bring others into my life that are the best for me. Over and over and over, I have seen my Father in Heaven use me as a participant, for a person that accepts the free gift of eternal life in Christ Jesus. He does it all, and I do nothing. Once again, that is why He can never be disappointed with me.

If you do not realize that your only hope is God’s Grace, quit giving it all you have got, and rest in Him instead. If you will just let Him, He will lead you in all ways, bringing people into your life, guiding you, and freeing you once and for all from the suffering of “I don’t do this, and I don’t do that”! There is no way for any human to ever find any Fruit of the Spirit, especially joy and rest,. since this only comes from the Holy Spirit. If you do not have the Holy Spirit living inside of you, your life is a waste of time. You are nothing more than a vapor that evaporates, or a blade of grass that withers. Won’t you realize how insane it is to thick you can do anything yourself? It took me over 30 years, and I would never want to be in that state ever again. The good news is that I never will. Now what about you? 

JANUARY 19, 2003

“I want to know what love is”

JOHN 15:9

“As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love”

Commentary 

Friends, consider all the people on earth, natural (spiritually dead), and redeemed (spiritually alive). 

Think of the people that used to be friends, who at one time expressed a positive attitude towards you. Think of people who had intimate relations with you. Now think of when all of a sudden, it all just dropped away, over some issue, that in most instances, they knew nothing about. People often do this, drop away from one another. People may never speak to each other again. When we are involved in these type of things, our mind and emotions suffer, and we ask ourself, what was wrong? We can spend days, months, or continuously, feeling sorry for ourselves, when someone has mistreated us, turned their back on us, rejected us, or betrayed us. At this point, satan often looks for a chance to deceive us into thinking we should get even, get drunk, get hooked on drugs, get hooked on sex, get hooked on idols, get hooked on money, get hooked on success, or get hooked on ourselves (pride).  

We have so much trouble with this, because we mess up so often. How many times do I exercise unloving attitudes toward other people, critical attitudes, toward other people, my wife, my children, my friends, and towards me? Every time it occurs, I put my eyes on me. What is wrong with me? Why am I doing this or that to someone else? Why am I feeling this or that way about someone else? 

God’s answer to me, is that I have my eyes in the wrong place, because I am trying to figure out why I am acting this way towards someone else. This means that the love that I was trying to generate, was SELF generated. God tells me to take my eyes off of me, and the way I am acting toward someone else. God tells me that I am not abiding in His love for me. Nothing separates me from the love of God, but I am not appreciating that love, because, if I was, I could not be critical towards myself. I have to quit thinking about how I am behaving, and start abiding in how God behaves. 

I have forgotten about the love and forgiveness that is constantly extended to me, In Christ Jesus, not because I asked, but because of His initiative to me. That is the love that draws me to the heart of the Father, the Grace of God that teaches me to say no to these unrighteous thoughts, being angry and miserable about myself, or towards other people. We all have to realize that everything that we do, that god is interested in, relates to His love. It is so important, that He said nothing else matters, except faith expressing itself through love. This has nothing to do with me giving all my possessions away, which is religious teaching. Love is offering people the Gospel of the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ, in order to accept eternal life.

Today’s writing has nothing to do with the “love of God” taught in religious assemblies.  God is not interested in church attendance, tithing records, or the good deeds that religious people do, in order to bring glory to themselves. Some think the longer they are a christian, the more mature that they get. Maturity is not cumulative, or something that you grow into. For every moment of every day, maturity is abiding in Jesus Christ. The only mature christian, is the one who is abiding in Jesus. A brand new christian is sometimes more mature than they are twenty years later. When I was a new christian, I was so dumb, I did not know anything else except abiding in Jesus, which was a good thing. Those that become “smart”, start to depend on their own intelligence, instead of upon Jesus Christ. They think they are mature, because they can quote more verses than they used to, but God is not impressed with that. Satan quoted verses, but he did not have any love. Maturity is learning how to walk in faith, in the one who is faithful. The stupidity of religion is to look at maturity as how much someone is “doing for Jesus”, which is not maturity. Maturity is walking by faith, trusting Jesus Christ for eternal life. 

When we are mistreating one another, it is because we have become un-appreciative of the love that god has extended to us, and begin to think that we have earned what we have from Him. We have not earned anything! It is a gift. The problem is not that someone betrayed you, any more than the problem is that you betrayed them. The problem is that you or them or both have stopped abiding in the love of God. Someone has forgotten what God has done for them. It is a sad condition when someone has totally forgotten about their own depravity, how God came to save them in the midst of that, love them, care for them, and give them mercy. 

When we are not loving others, it is because we are not responding to God’s love. For a spiritually dead person, this is the natural condition. For the redeemed, we are too shallow in our thinking, and we have forgotten about the mercy that He extended to us in Christ Jesus. We have forgotten about the depths of our depravity that God pulled us out of, to bring us into his light, and give us eternal life. Jesus Christ is sharper than any two edged sword. If you want to express love to someone, offer the Gospel to them, not your possessions. Then you have loved them. In my experience, if they reject your offer, you will not be left feeling remorseful, even though they may run away from you. The world rejected Jesus Christ, and the spiritually dead people of the world will often depart from you. This is why God clearly warns not to marry a spiritually dead person. Two spiritually dead married people seems to work sometimes, but I have yet to see any successful marriage of a spiritually alive person to a spiritually dead person. 

LOVE WAS THE FULFILLMENT OF THE LAW. 

Christ fulfilled the law by living a sinless life, by walking in perfect love. Since perfect love is walking with a total awareness of Gods’ unconditional love, no man or woman can ever fulfill the Law. If you think you can, wait until the next time that car cuts you off on the highway, and see how you are doing! 

No one can be the initiator to love God, it is a response. We are a responder, and as created beings, we respond to God. Spiritually dead people are almost always self destructive and miserable, because they are created beings, with a “God shaped vacuum” (Pascal), that need to be filled. I know, because this is how I felt, before I was redeemed. Jesus said as God has loved me, so I have loved you, I love you as a result of my Fathers love for me, out of my remaining in his love, and so that love is passed on to you. He then says, remain in My love for you, and that will get passed on to others. 

The Law caused Jesus’ death, to open a way to receive eternal life, by His resurrection. The resurrection is what enables us to live in the new covenant today, being indwelt by the Holy Spirit of God, to be led internally into a new life, a life of freedom, IN CHRIST JESUS.  

For God to come down to this earth, and take all of our filth and depravity upon himself, is infinitely beyond any rejection, hurt feelings, or suffering we have ever experienced. 

Jesus Christ came to give us a relationship, to be able to love us, and be loved by us. Jesus walked in perfect love by loving us perfectly, and He walked in perfect love by being the recipient of the Fathers’ love. Humans only look at love by what goes out from them. From Gods’ vantage point, He is telling us that it is not that you loved me, but that I loved you first. Jesus lived a sinless life, because He walked in the perfect love of the father. The pharisees thought they were doing the right thing, by following a bunch of rules, and later, there they were, witnessing Jesus being nailed to a tree. Love has nothing to do with the Law. Love is not “do this and do that”, which is religious doctrine. Jesus fulfilled the law totally during His time on earth, and then upheld the law, by His death on the tree. He was walking in love on the tree. Nails did not hold Jesus to that tree, love did. If Jesus Christ would have saved himself, he could not have saved us. The only way He could save us, was by not saving himself. Now that is sacrificial love! He laid down his life for us. Jesus Christ walked in perfect love from His Father. He walked as an open recipient of love from the Father, for His entire life here on the earth. He took upon himself, our humanity, but never one time varied, from being the recipient of the love of God. Therefore, Jesus Christ never varied in being the giver of that love to you and to me. 

JANUARY 12, 2003

“Hey Baldy!”

2KINGS 2:23

2KINGS 2:24

“And he went up from there to Bethel; and as he was going up the road, some youths came from the city and mocked him, and said to him, “Go Up, you baldhead! Go up you baldhead!”

“So he turned around and looked at them, and pronounced a curse on them in the name of the Lord. And two female bears came out of the woods and mauled forty-two of the youths”

Commentary 

Friends, without the Spirit of God to reveal the meaning of these passages, it sounds horrible. The natural people of the world may say this story is about an insulted man who “foul mouths” some little kids before they are brutally slain by vicious animals. The natural world, that lacks understanding, may use this story to condemn the Word of God. 

Little children in Hebrew is “nahar”. This same word describes Isaac when he was 28 and Joseph when he was 39. Nahar does not mean small kids as we think of them. 1Kings 12:8 describes King Rehoboam consulting with “nahar”, younger men who he grew up with. 2Kings 2:23 describe Jesse’s “nahar”, as grown sons. Those taunting Elisha were young men, not little children. 

Elisha was the successor of Elijah. Elijah had been caught up in a chariot of fire and taken to heaven. These young men knew about this, but they mocked Elisha. They doubted that Elijah had actually gone up. Some of them claimed that the Lord had dumped Elijah in some abandoned area, and told Elisha to send out a search party of fifty men (2Kings 2:16). On his way to Bethel, this gang mocked and ridiculed Elisha. They said go up (to Heaven), bald head. They were telling Elisha to do what Elijah had already done. They were natural people ridiculing Scripture that says God will take people out of this world, to be with Him forever.

Bethel means house of God. It was mentioned by Abraham, and Jacob. In the old testament, Bethel did not live up to its description. When Israel divided into a north and south kingdom, King Jeroboam placed a golden calf in Bethel for the people to worship, and there was a school of godless false prophets at Bethel. I think we have still have godless Bethel today, apostate (without Jesus Christ) church buildings and religions. At “Kadesh Barnea”, out in the desert wilderness, the people of Israel refused to go into the promised land. Today, there are both Hebrew and Gentile people wandering around in a desert wilderness, because they have not accepted the gift of eternal life. They think however, that they are in a “Bethel House of God”.

Taunting mobs of natural people have not disappeared yet. 2Peter 3:3,4 says, “”that scoffers walking according to their own lusts, will say “Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation””. There are natural people who ridicule born again believers. They will say something like, Well, what is the matter? You haven’t gone up yet. You are still hanging around. I thought you were going to leave us. Believers should not be fanatical about this, nor should they “beat people up with it”. But 2Kings is a picture of fearful judgment that will come upon those who ridicule. 

The curse in the name of the Lord from Elisha, is a picture of what is upon all the natural people of this earth today. The curse is the Law of God. No one is righteous, no not one. All people are born spiritually dead in Adam. All have sinned and come short of the Glory of God. The wage of sin is death. No one is saved by upholding the Law. Every thing that people offer to God, is as filthy rags. 

Any natural person who is on this earth during the Great Tribulation, and does not repent, will be “mauled by bears”. Repentance is turning away from the only sin that is unforgivable, not accepting the free gift of eternal life in Jesus Christ, by accepting that Jesus was resurrected from the dead into eternal life for them, so that in Him, they have eternal life. Those that say repentance is being nice, giving some money away, not doing this, and not doing that, are stuck in the godless and apostate church building and religion of today. They are out in the desert wilderness, and they will die there, just like much of the Nation of Israel did. 

It does not matter if “bears” refers to Russian states, or remnants. During the Great Tribulation, which is forty two Hebrew months long, natural and spiritually dead people of the earth, are going to suffer horribly from attacks and war from “bear nations”. I suspect there will be less doubters after the “bear attacks”. But, if they STILL do not repent and accept eternal life from Jesus Christ, they are going to perish eternally under the curse of the Law. Even at this point, the Word of God says the natural people curse Jesus Christ, while they are begging for rocks to fall on them (probably meteor fragments), a stoning from God if you will, which was the punishment under the Old Testament (covenant) for those that broke the Law.

JANUARY 5, 2003

“Does Armenianism, which teaches that there can be loss of salvation, true?”

ROMANS 5:10

“For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His Life”

Commentary 

Friends, the study of Armenianism can be found in a methodist church. This teaching is in not only in error, but it is an impossibility. 

When we were enemies (spiritually dead, every human is born this way), we were (past tense) reconciled to God through the death of His Son. Today, this means EVERY person, (because every one was born spiritually dead), was reconciled to the sin issue, WHEN THEY WERE STILL ENEMIES (that is spiritually dead). Because this reconciliation has been accomplished, we can now be saved by His (Jesus Christ’s) life. We are not saved by the death of Christ, we are born again by the life of Christ. We could not remain eternally born again, by the power of His resurrected life, WITHOUT the fulfillment of His work on the tree (cross) first. You cannot have one without the other, and you can not mistake one for the other. What we needed was for Jesus Christ to complete the work on the tree, not to cover sin, but to take it away. His blood was of such significance, because He is God, that He was able to take away the consequences of sin (eternal spiritual death), from this earth. Jesus Christ died for the whole world, not just some people in a building called a church. God was In Christ reconciling the world to himself, not counting their sins against them. (2Corinthians 5:19). This is the exact opposite of what was written in Isaiah 59:12, where under the Law of God, which was before the work of Jesus Christ on the tree, every single human had their sins counted against them.   

The whole point of the taking away of sin, once and for all, was so that God could offer eternal life. If God offered eternal life before the cross, the next time a person sinned, they would be dead again, as explained in Isaiah 59:12, since the wages of sin is death. For eternal life that could never be lost, Jesus Christ had to take away the cause of our death, which is sin. 

To teach that a person can lose eternal life now, after the death of Jesus Christ on the tree(cross), is a mockery of God. The blood (Jesus Christ’s), of the (new) covenant, (new testament) took away once and for all, spiritual death, AFTER the receiving of spiritual life. This is not “universal salvation” which is a doctrine of demons. Without receiving the gift of eternal life, by the resurrection of Jesus Christ according to the Gospel, a person is still spiritually dead.

The book of Hebrews tells us that there is no longer any sacrifice for sin, because sin has been forgiven already, by the finished work of Jesus Christ on the tree. All people born, are born spiritually dead, and as a “corpse” they all need life, not forgiveness of sin. Without receiving that life, they are still dead. This is why the only question that God is ever going to ask anyone who went through the door of physical death, and into eternity, during the Age of Grace is “what did you do with Jesus Christ?” If you received the free gift of eternal life, you were born again and are already seated in Heaven so to speak. If you did not receive the gift, you will appear at the Great White Throne Judgment to present your works before God, which are not sufficient for eternal life. Eternal separation from God is what “hell” is.

This also means that in the Age of Grace, animal sacrifice for atonement, confession booths, reciting of 1John 1:9, or any other way to seek forgiveness of sin is a mockery of Jesus Christ.  

