January 4, 2004

Are you scared of not being “good enough” for Jesus Christ to take you from this earth before The Great Tribulation?

Mark 13:33

“Take heed, watch, and pray, for you 

do not know when the time is”

Luke 21:36, Mark 14:38, Matthew 26:41

“Watch and pray . . .”

Introduction

I know a number of other people who teach that there will be a “partial rapture”. There are indeed some very high profile religious types that also believe this.  I COMPLETELY disagree with ALL of their reasoning. 

Firstly, ALL GENTILES who are redeemed during The Great Tribulation WILL BE PUT TO DEATH because they refuse to take the “mark of the beast”. They appear in Heaven on an ongoing basis, which is described in Revelation 7:9.  

There will be NO redeemed gentiles left alive to be taken in a “second rapture” in the Day of The Lord.  This does NOT mean there is no one left on the earth when Jesus Christ returns, because the Bible clearly says, “this generation shall not pass, before all of these things are fulfilled” which means despite all the terrible things that happen in The Great Tribulation, there will be a remnant alive on the earth. If you think this is not possible, consider that Noah and his household were spared from death in the flood, despite the many good reasons to suggest the population of the world at that time was three to four times what it is now! A handful of people left out of a world population that was probably twenty-five billion or more has ALREADY come to pass. 

Discussion

Three things are said in the passage,  

take heed, watch, and pray. 

Does this apply today, actually does it apply to anybody? If this applies to anybody today, what does it mean?

In my opinion, THE TOTALLY INCORRECT conclusion is that this refers to people who are redeemed, but somehow “lose their salvation” because they did not do this and did not do that. There are many people who think they can lose their salvation. I fell victim to this false doctrine for a period of time when I was a “baby” In Christ, and I will tell you I was extremely worried and distraught that there might be a chance that I would be “left behind” because I was not “good enough” to be taken. 

I am VERY disturbed by those who are teaching (and there are a lot of them) that if a redeemed person is not watching and praying according to a “religious definition”, they will NOT be taken from this earth BEFORE The Great Tribulation.  THIS IS TEACHING THAT PROCLAIMS REDEEMED PEOPLE CAN LOSE THEIR SALVATION. 

The common approach of these “teachers” is to suggest that redeemed people will not “shape up” any other way, so they have to be scared into a ritual. The conclusion is that some of the redeemed go the Heaven just before the Day of the Lord, and other redeemed people that were not “watching and praying” according to their recipe, will go through The Great Tribulation, which is the Day of God’s Wrath.

To understand what “take heed” means, see 1 Timothy 4:16.  Paul is instructing Timothy to take heed to himself and to the doctrine so that he will be saved. It cannot be denied that this is discussing redemption (salvation, being born again, receiving eternal life), because this is the message of the Word of God. 

To understand what “watch” means, see Matthew 24:42 and Matthew 25:13, which both say to watch. The Greek translation of this word “watch” simply means the opposite of being asleep.  In other words,  to be awake, or to be alert to His coming. awake means spiritually alive, which is why death is referred to as sleep in the Old Testament.

To understand what “pray” means, because the Holy Spirit lives inside ALL redeemed people, their very thoughts are carried to God by Him. The meaning has nothing to do with how a redeemed person prays or does not pray, or where they do so, or how much they pray. God does NOT hear the prayers of ANY un-redeemed person, unless they are to receive the Grace of Jesus Christ.  This alone anchors the conclusion, only redeemed people can pray in this context.

Friends, the references to “take heed, watch and pray”, CAN ONLY be applicable to REDEEMED people. The redeemed do not know when Jesus Christ is coming for them, but it does not matter, since NONE of them will enter The Great Tribulation. Those in The Great Tribulation will be able to know when Jesus Christ is coming back to earth, because when they see the “abomination of desolation in the temple”, all they have to do is count the days forward to the Second Advent.

In 1 Thessalonians 5:2 it says “The Day of The Lord comes like a thief in the night”. This means it will be a total surprise to the spiritually dead population of the world.  Look at the pronoun in verse two, three and four. IT CHANGES from “you brethren” (redeemed people) to “they”, (spiritually dead people). Verse three refers to lost people who will not escape, but verse two and four CLEARLY states that no redeemed person will be surprised. 

THE IDEA OF WATCHING IN THE CONTEXT OF ALL OF THESE PASSAGES IS REFERRING TO SALVATION!

THERE IS NO REFERENCE TO WHETHER YOU ARE A “GOOD” REDEEMED PERSON OR NOT, ONLY TO WHETHER OR NOT YOU ARE REDEEMED!

Look at Revelation 3:3, which clearly states that those who do not watch (which means spiritually dead) will be surprised by The Day of The Lord coming as a thief in the night.  Remember, The Day of the Lord does NOT overtake ANY redeemed person as a thief. Only if you are not redeemed, will the Day of The Lord come as a thief in the night. 

CONCLUSION

In Luke 21:36 it says to watch and pray in order to be prepared. 

It should be obvious as to why Dr. Luke says to be prepared.  There is only ONE way to be prepared for the Day of the Lord, to watch and pray, which means to be redeemed. 

Have you received eternal life? If you have, then you are redeemed and you are taking heed, watching and praying by the sole virtue of your redemption that is irrevocable, by the Power of the Holy Spirit of God living inside of you. No matter what you “do or do not do”, you will NOT face God’s wrath during The Day of the Lord, which is The Great Tribulation.

The Word of God clearly says that if you are NOT redeemed, The Day of the Lord will come upon you unexpectedly, and it will be a surprise. Do you think that you can wait to realize this, so that then you can ask for eternal life? If you are not sure, TODAY is the day of salvation. In 2 Thessalonians chapter 2, it clearly states that IF you have heard the offer of eternal life, and you have rejected it, then the Day of The Lord will come upon you as a thief, and you will NOT have time to reconsider. You will be under a strong deception and will think the antichrist is your lord, and you will be lost forever. 

The Age of Grace is the time of Jesus Christ extending Grace with open arms. This is the time to receive eternal life by repenting of the ONLY sin necessary for redemption, unbelief in the resurrected Jesus Christ coming to live inside of you as The Holy Spirit.

January 11, 2004

“Since Jesus forgave all of my sins, does this mean I am saved?”

1 Timothy 2:4

“(God) who desires all men to be saved and to COME to the knowledge of the truth” 

2 Corinthians 5:19

“God was in Christ, reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them”

2 Corinthians 5:21

“”For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we MIGHT become the righteousness of God In Him”

Introduction

I am astounded by how many people think everyone is redeemed because Jesus Christ forgave their sin. Of course God’s cross was for everyone, because there is not one human being past, present, or future, whose sins have not been taken away forever, just as it says in 2 Corinthians 5:19. Of course it is paramount to the Word of God that all sins were taken away at the cross, but that is NOT redemption (salvation) The cross cleared the way for God to bring eternal life to the spiritually dead. Redemption is being covered by the righteousness of Jesus Christ, because WE HAVE NO RIGHTEOUSNESS WHATSOEVER! If sin had not been taken away forever, then the first time a redeemed person sinned, they would lose their salvation. 

The key to redemption is being saved from the consequence of sin, which is death, by the gift of God, which is eternal life. 

“Arminianism” says everybody is redeemed. I don’t know about you, but if everybody I have ever known is going to be in heaven, then I am not looking forward to being there! However, if you do nothing more than read 1 Timothy 2:5 which says “there is one Mediator between God and human beings, Jesus Christ”, you have enough knowledge to discredit this teaching.

“Calvinism”, especially “hyper-Calvinism”, teaches that God predestined some people to go to hell and some to be redeemed before they were ever born. Of course the ones who teach this are always the “elect” that God has chosen. and obviously, this too is false doctrine.  

Discussion

Both “Arminianism” and “Calvinism” are based on the cross alone, without consideration and understanding of the resurrection.  

“Arminianism”

The root of error in Arminian doctrine is that it teaches redemption by the death of Christ alone. Jesus said the world’s sin (singular, one only) is unbelief in Him. The only sin that is attributable to anyone today is the sin of unbelief in Jesus Christ. and that unbelief is specifically denying the physical resurrection of Jesus Christ according to the gospel.

“Calvinism”

The root of error in Calvinistic doctrine is that it teaches Jesus only died for the elect. Hyper-calvinism and the teaching behind it could not be more wrong because the premise is once again that you are saved by the cross alone. Once again, this is totally contrary to the eternal life issue of Jesus Christ. 

Friends, you cannot have eternal life without the cross, but you cannot mistake one for the other. The cross was necessary to take away forever, for the entire world, the cause of spiritual death. The real problem is death, and the only solution to death is resurrected life. What was provided for the world at the cross is ONLY received in the resurrected life of Jesus Christ. 

This is why the physical resurrection is the centrality of redemption. There was no one who was alive watching the crucifixion that did not believe that Jesus died on a cross. You could have stood there and watched it. The issue is that HE DID TAKE AWAY the sins of the world there, but this was NOT redemption. IF the cross was redemption, THEN Jesus could have skipped the physical resurrection and ascended into Heaven immediately. ONLY through the resurrection, is eternal life imputed to a person, which is why He physically sat up in the tomb on the third day. This is why The Holy Spirit of God can live in us today, which is totally opposite from the Old Testament (covenant). The Holy Spirit living inside of the redeemed has made them a part of the body of Christ here on earth.

CONCLUSION

Of course God wants all human beings to be saved, and of course it is His Will is that none should perish. 

Not everyone is redeemed, and it is only because they refuse to be. If people were programmed robots who were wired for accepting redemption and refused it, then you could say God made an error. People are not robots, and they have a choice and they have a will, and because of this, all people can choose or refuse Jesus Christ. 

God does NOT send anyone to the hell of eternal separation from Him, they send themselves there. 

Don’t stop at the cross, go on to the resurrection of Jesus and faith in eternal life. 

January 18, 2004

“Are women less important than men?” 

Galatians 3:28

“. . . there is neither male nor female; 

for you are all one In Jesus Christ” 

Introduction

In my opinion, the only place that females are given less respect than men is in a group of spiritually dead people (including “Christians” that are not redeemed).

This is only one reason why I will never understand why a woman would reject eternal life In Jesus Christ yet, I know many that have done so.  

Friends, only human beings are born in the image of God, which means nothing more than a trinity of the body of flesh, a soul and a (dead to God) spirit. At the end of physical life, no body of flesh enters Heaven, it stays on earth and turns to “worm food” or actually the dust that it came from. Whatever an eternal body for a redeemed person looks like, it will not be revealed until they get there. One thing for sure is that an eternal body is not male and female in the reproductive sense of the word (which by the way, proves “Mormonism” is a false religion).  

Not only is there an equality of redemption for men and women, no verse of ANY religion upholds women as much as The Word of God 

Consider that many Buddhists and Hindus consider humans to be worthless and to possess only a temporary existence. Women are usually placed much lower on their various lists than men, and are never awarded as much respect as men are. 

Discussion

Teaching from the Word of God.

No religion has a scripture that even comes close to Ephesians 5:25, “Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave Himself for it.” 

Of course, this love can only be manifested in redeemed men and women, which is why we have the high divorce rates of today. If you are a redeemed woman that marries a redeemed man, Jesus guarantees to bless your marriage, no matter what difficulties come along. 

The Bible describes many fascinating women, Mary of the virgin birth of Jesus Christ, Deborah, Miriam, Priscilla, and Lydia, who are only part of a list that could go on and on.  

Deborah was chosen by God to be a general, a prophet, and a judge. 

Miriam, the sister of Moses and Aaron, served with her two brothers as one of the three leaders over all the Hebrews. 

Priscilla taught Bible doctrine to Apollos 

Lydia founded one of the earliest gathering of believers.  

“Buddhist and Hindu” teaching

Among the many Buddhist views is the concept that if one lives a series of “bad” lives, they will have successive degenerating existences. Here is a GREATLY simplified example in degenerating order.  

Merchant, farmer, servant man, thief, beggar, camel, elephant, horse, wolf, snake, turtle, frog, upper class woman, middle class woman, servant woman, thief woman, beggar woman, fly, wasp, worm, clod of dirt. If the clod is still bad, it stays as a clod until it starts behaving properly. 

In this hierarchy, all the women are just above a clod of dirt, but below a frog!

This Buddhist belief system goes like this, if the person behaves properly, their “soul” starts up the “ladder” until it goes through the different levels of men (!), and then it passes through various higher animals, gods (!), and finally achieves “nirvana” (peace due to total “desirelessness”). 

Hindu “karma” is a doctrine that assumes the good and bad deeds a person has accomplished in one life will affect their lives after that, even though they do not remember what they did in the supposed previous lives. How then can they learn from their previous experiences if they don’t even know what they were? 

The key to exposing both Buddhism and Hinduism as false belief is to consider “reincarnation” 

Each Buddhist group has it’s own interpretation of the “transmigration” of the soul (reincarnation), where various plants, animals, demons, gods and goddesses occur and the lists may be vastly longer than my above example.  

So what about “transmigration” of the soul (modified for the western world as reincarnation)? There are so many radically different Buddhist beliefs on this, as well as other doctrines, that it is impossible to make a generally accepted statement about it. 

Basically, reincarnation is not identical with transmigration of the soul, but is taken from it by westerners. Westerners do not like including animals, insects, plants, dirt clods and demons in their list. So, they conveniently denied that part of Buddhist and Hindu theology. 

Western belief in reincarnation “cleans up” trans-migrationism, and limits its listings to humans, angels, various gods and possibly some “deity” and nirvana. 

THIS IS ALL TOTALLY CONTRARY TO THE WORD OF GOD.

Luke 23:42-43 reports that Jesus promised the dying thief on the cross: “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” 

1 Samuel 28 says that Samuel died and King Saul asked a medium to resurrect him so that he could ask him to prophesy for him, and Samuel himself was brought up from the dead. He had not changed into some other person or creature. 

Matthew 17:1-3 describes the Transfiguration of Jesus and the resurrection of Moses and Elijah. Moses and Elijah had not become other people or creatures. 

2 Samuel 12 describes the death of a child David had with Bathsheba. Verse 23 quotes David as saying: “I shall go to him, but he will not return to me.” That is, the baby will not transform into other beings. 

Revelation 11 describes the resurrection of two Old Testament prophets. They had not changed into other people or creatures. 

This is only a partial list of many examples in the Bible that prove we do not lose our identity after death and come back as something or someone else.

Conclusion

Hinduism, Buddhism and Mormonism are all false religious systems because they teach doctrine that is proven wrong by the Word of God.

There is no transmigration of the soul, or reincarnation, only one life in the body of flesh, and then the evaluation, either eternity with Jesus Christ, or eternal separation from God. 

January 25, 2004

“What is this rapture stuff all about?” 

PART ONE OF TWO

Philippians 3:14

“I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Jesus Christ” 

Introduction

Does this verse in Philippians mean that there are “good” saints and “bad” saints?

Are there any saints that need to be “cleaned up” from some kind of “zapping” of God’s wrath, or to be taught some kind of “divine lesson”, and get “more saintly or more redeemed”?

Is God going to “dismember” The Body of Christ? 

Friends, there will be NO “dismembering” of The Bride of Jesus Christ, and there are no “good” saints and “bad” saints divisions among the redeemed.  

Discussion

The “prize” here is not some earthly reward, it is to spend eternity with Jesus Christ. All redeemed people will spend eternity with Him, it is the reward God has given ALL the redeemed. Redeemed people are spending a short period of time in a body of human flesh, in order to be used by God to give out the good news of how to receive eternal life, to a spiritually dead world. 

The “rapture” is only for the closing of the Church age. Doctrine concerning the “rapture of the saints” is not taught in the book of Revelation during the seal, trumpet, and bowl judgments.  The special ministries of the Holy Spirit, which were given to the body of Christ during the “church age” (Age of Grace - right now), will end at the rapture.

The ministry of The Holy Spirit during the church age (Grace) are: (the baptism-1Corinthians 12:12-13), (the indwelling-1Corinthians 6:19-20),(the sealing-Ephesians 1:13),(the filling-Ephesians 5:8), and only relate to the redeemed. These are given to the body of Christ only during the Age of Grace, and will cease at the Rapture (The Day of Jesus Christ). That is why these special ministries will not be seen or demonstrated by a believer during the Great Tribulation period described in Revelation. 

“For by Grace you have been saved, through faith, and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God, not as a result of works that no man should boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9).  

Those saved during the tribulation period will be saved by faith, just as the redeemed are today, and they will have a testimony and will be put to death for Christ. The Holy Spirit will not be indwelling believers during the tribulation period, but rather The Holy Spirit will be abiding with believers, just as He did in the Old Covenant of the Law. Because the last week for Israel is going to be completed, everything will go back to the system of Law. You can find Jesus teaching “abiding” of The Holy Spirit to His disciples in John 14:16-17. 

The Holy Spirit does not cease to operate in The Great Tribulation, but He is no longer indwelling the body of Christ as His Temple, because the Body of Christ has been removed from the earth.  

In the tribulation period, the Holy Spirit, who is omnipresent (means He is everywhere), will still do the work of regeneration (eternal life), but without an indwelling ministry.  The Age of Grace indwelling is entirely distinct and separate from the work of the Spirit in regeneration during the Great Tribulation. There will be salvation during The Great Tribulation, and it will be the work of The Holy Spirit. 

The “indwelling” of the Holy Spirit during the Age of Grace is entirely distinct and separate from the work of the Spirit in regeneration no matter what age or dispensation. The Old Testament saints were saved by faith.  Romans 4:4 says that “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.”  We who are In Christ right now are declared righteous the same way, which is by faith. The only difference is that the Old Testament believers did not receive the permanent indwelling of the Holy Spirit. They were under The Old Covenant of the Law. At Pentecost, The Holy Spirit descended to indwell the redeemed. This began the Age of Grace (1Corinthians 12:13). 

When The Age of Grace concludes, Israel and the spiritually dead world will carry on under the Old Covenant of The Law, in order to fulfill the last prophetic week. The prophecy given to Daniel by the angel Gabriel was 70 weeks, and concerned Israel (Daniel 9:24). 

This can only happen after the church, the WHOLE body of Christ has been completed and removed by way of the rapture. When a redeemed person dies in The Age of Grace, this is actually a “rapture”, except they go through death’s door. The Holy Spirit’s restraining power will no longer be needed when the completed church is with Christ, and no longer on the earth. 1Thessalonians 1:10 says, “to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, that is Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come.”  Those who are in Christ will have gone to be with Jesus by way of the Rapture, and God’s wrath on the world will come. 

Where there is no Grace, there is wrath and judgment according to the Law.  The apostle Paul made this clear in 1Thessalonians5:9,  which says, “for God has not destined us for wrath (redeemed), but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.” The church has no part in Israel’s 70th week of Daniel.  

The church will be complete and it’s function and purpose will be over at the time of the rapture. God will not leave any redeemed saints behind. The Age of Grace is seen as “concluding” in Revelation 4:1. 

Conclusion

Those who are trying to teach “two raptures”, or the “partial rapture theory”, are sadly mistaken! 

The rapture is for the redeemed of the Age of Grace. Either the physical body of a redeemed person dies “dead In Christ- 1Corinthians 15:50-58”, and their soul and spirit enters a new eternal body to be with Jesus forever, or those still living (those who remain) in a physical body on The Day of Jesus Christ, which begins the Day of The Lord (The Great Tribulation) will also have their soul and spirit enter an eternal body. 

This covers EVERY single redeemed person from the Age of Grace. NONE will be left for some kind of “cleaning up”, such as “two rapture” or “partial rapture” teachers proclaim. 

1Thessalonians 4:13-18 is only used in reference to the Bride of Christ, and is NEVER used in reference to either tribulation saints or Old Testament saints. 

February 1, 2004

“I keep finding these “rapture” websites that tell me “good” believers will be caught up and “bad believers” will be left behind. Does this mean that God is going to “dismember” The Body of Christ?” 

PART TWO OF TWO

Revelation 4:10

“the twenty-four elders fall down before Him who sits on the throne and worship Him who lives forever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne”

Introduction 

The Word of God shows there is a “rapture” but NOBODY knows when it will take place. This  English word “rapture” is not used in the scripture but the Greek word “harpazo” is, and it means “caught up”. “Harpazo” put into Latin becomes “rapturo”, which is where “rapture” comes from.

Call it what you like, this is what is described in 1Thessalonians 4:13-18. This passage is about redeemed people who have died physically and are sadly missed by redeemed people who are still in their human body. Paul says not to be ignorant about those who have fallen asleep (died). Those who fell asleep have left this earthly body and gone to be with Jesus Christ. Paul was telling the redeemed not to grieve like spiritually dead people do. Nothing can separate the redeemed from the Love of God, which means death can not, and that means to die In Christ is gain. 

In other words when the redeemed die, their soul and spirit enters an eternal body in the presence of Jesus. At the time of the “rapture”, those who are alive and remain here on earth will also enter an eternal body in the presence of Him. No flesh can stand before God, so what will be left after the “rapture” is a lot of what looks like dead bodies all over this world. No doubt this will be used as part of the deception by the antichrist to come in the Great Tribulation. 

There is continual confusion and debate over the rapture. In my opinion, this is resolved in Revelation 4:10, since the rapture must precede God’s judgment of the world to agree with this scripture. 

Discussion

There are no more messages to the “seven churches” on earth anywhere from Revelation 4:1 to the end of the book. In Revelation 4:10 the redeemed (who were in the midst or among the “seven churches”) are the Bride of Christ depicted as 24 elders casting their crowns (“stephanos” in Greek which means “victor crowns”). John is clearly witnessing The Bema seat of Christ. 

Old covenant scriptures do not teach the doctrine of winning crowns among Old Testament saints. 

God was dealing only with Israel in the Old Testament. The “mystery” revealed to Paul the Apostle was that God was going to “graft in” the Gentiles to the “fig tree” of Israel. This was abominable and absurd to the Hebrew religion, and is still rejected by them today. 

The judgment of this world is after the “rapture”, but cannot be defined as immediately. All we are told is that God will fulfill Israel’s last prophetic week of time from the book of Daniel after the Day of Jesus Christ, which is when the removal of the last of the redeemed from the Age of Grace occurs. Since some redeemed people will be physically alive at the time, there will  is going to be a “rapture”.

Let’s examine who these “elders” are that are mentioned in Revelation 4:10.

Acts 14:23 connects the word elder with the redeemed, although since Acts is not a doctrinal book we must look further.

Revelation 7:11 states the elders are separated from “all the angels”, so elders are not angels.

Elders CANNOT be anyone who is redeemed during the Great Tribulation, because in Revelation 7:13,14 one of the elders does not know who the “multitude of believers from the Great Tribulation” are. If this were one group, there would not be such a question.

In my opinion, the most important observation is that these elders can not refer to the Nation of Israel because according to Revelation 12, Israel is still on the earth and will be redeemed according to Zechariah 12:10 and Romans 11:25-27. 

In Revelation 4:4 the description of 24 elders is:

a)
Over-comers that are defined in 1John 5:4,5  

b)
Covered in white robes, the promise to those mentioned in Revelation 3:5

c)
Crowns on their heads, described in Revelation 2:10 and 3:11

d)
The elders are seated, robed and crowned which is consistent with Ephesians 2:6, Revelation  19:8 and 2Timothy 4:8. 

In Revelation 5:8-14, the song that is sung by the 24 elders, is about the redemption of themselves. The passage reads “us” and “we” in verses 9 and 10 in the translations I study from. 

Conclusion

I can find no scriptural purpose for the redeemed of The Age of Grace to be on the earth during the Great Tribulation. The two witnesses and the 144,000 HEBREWS will testify of Jesus Christ, not the redeemed of the now ended Age of Grace. And since only the redeemed are “raptured”, there is no such thing as a “partial rapture”.  

1Thessalonians 4:13-18 is only used in reference to the Bride of Christ, and is NEVER used in reference to either tribulation saints or Old Testatment saints. 

The twenty-four elders represent all Age of Grace saints casting their crowns in Revelation 4:10. 

If there were a “partial rapture”, God would be placing a redeemed saint into the horrors of the Great Tribulation period and He would be denying His own righteousness by subjecting it to His own wrath, which is direct contradiction against Himself, and against His own righteousness, which is impossible.

God’s judgment is for the unrighteous of the earth (Romans 1:18), and not for the redeemed of Jesus Christ (1 Thessalonians 1:10), who are covered with God’s righteousness by Grace through faith (Ephesians 2:8-10). 

February 8, 2004

“How do you share Jesus Christ with someone who was rejected or abused by one or both of their parents when they were children”? 

2 Corinthians 1:3.4.5

“Jesus Christ . . God of all comfort . . comforts us (the redeemed) that we may be able to comfort those (the spiritually dead) who are in trouble” 

Introduction 

Some adults who were abused as children ask, “If this loving God Jesus Christ exists, then why did this happen to me”? 

I am not sure how many people I have met that received very little joy or love from their parent(s). They may live in dark gloominess as adults, and I know some who have chosen  homosexuality. 

Some may not have celebrated things with their parents. Some may have been criticized and condemned as a child. Some may be depressed. Some may come home to a dark house or apartment and sit alone. Indeed, to some, there is a sense of hopelessness has taken root in them. 

Despite this, there is unconditional love, acceptance and re-assurance to be found in the midst of the chaos. In a world that can seem without hope, there is hope, and it is found in the Prince of Peace. 

Background 

Fathers and Daughters 

In Victoria Secunda’s book “Women and their Fathers”(1992), interviews revealed many women who did not receive love from their fathers. They became insecure adults who distrusted men and felt they must be independent. Their marriages often ended in divorce.  

It was discovered that if a woman did not have a loving dependable father, they may seek men who reject or deny their needs. They may even recoil from love altogether, thinking they are essentially unlovable. Some will become sexually active prematurely to try and compensate, despite a fear of intimacy and an inability to trust men.  

Some women with absent fathers are not sure they belong anywhere. They can close up emotionally and have rocky relationships by testing men in their lives with fights and flaw finding, expecting to be abandoned, or looking for excuses to walk out themselves.

A father’s responsibility is to build his daughter’s trust in men, to prepare her for male interactions. Women who are denied fathers may become more masculine as a way of bringing “daddy” back, by becoming the thing they are missing. 

Fathers and Sons

Psychologist Richard Cohen argues persuasively that when a son fails to bond with his father, he may want to make love to men in order to compensate for the father-love he was denied as a child. In a 1972 study by the U.S. Center for Disease Control, it was found that 50% of gay males had over 500 different partners, which indicates how strong this motivation can become.

Discussion

The question here is not “why did this happen to me”?

The real answer is that God chose not to make robots out of people, by giving them a free will. When He gave people a free will  that meant they were given a choice. If a person wants to shake their fist at God and call Him stupid for giving people a free will, they are telling Him He should have made robots. If someone chooses to abuse a child, God did not cause it to happen, the person chose to do so. 

(Actually, the one who is the cause of the abuse is satan, despite the fact he never gets blamed. I never hear any one blaming satan for anything, unless they are redeemed.)

All people have a free will to make the most important choice of all time, eternal life In Him, or spiritual death apart from Him. I am no different than anybody else since I was not redeemed until I was around forty years old. 

Friends, those forty years of being spiritually dead gave me compassion for those who are lost, now that I am alive. I know how they think, I know how they act, I know why they act the way they do, and I have compassion that I might never have had if I did not go through it myself. If I had been born again at four instead of forty, I would have grown up In Jesus Christ with a very different compassion to what I have now. 

The only question that matters for an abused child who has become an adult, is if they are willing to allow God to imbed compassion into them so they can reach out to others with the same Love and Grace they have found. To the Glory of God, a redeemed person that has experienced child abuse can comfort others.   

Conclusion

Adult relations may be a mirror image of how a person relates to their father. People may repeat what they experienced in childhood, even if it was the worst thing in the world, because it is what they know. They may be trying to have one more shot at childhood, or one more chance to rewrite their emotional history. 

There is a Father God that we all can know. He will NEVER reject, condemn or abuse His children, and the ONLY way to Him is THE WAY, by receiving eternal life In Jesus Christ.   

The Truth of Eternal Life

Paul said there is a true gospel and a false gospel, but there is also a complete gospel. To some people, only a segment of the gospel is given to them, which means that no gospel has been given to them at all. You can not separate the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. You cannot deal with the death and ignore the burial and resurrection. You cannot deal with the resurrection and ignore the death and burial. The burial is proof of the death of Jesus, which was necessary to usher in the New Covenant. A will is never enforced until someone has died.  

Too many people have stopped at the cross and ignored the burial and resurrection. You cannot separate any of these events. Even satan believes in the resurrection and the cross, because he was there watching it and hating every minute of it. 

The key is understanding what the cross means for you, and are you willing to accept that, and what does the resurrection mean to you and are you willing to accept that. The key is internalizing within ones self, what God has provided, in order to receive eternal life. 

When the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ becomes internal to you, not intellectual, then you are born again with eternal life. 


February 15, 2004

“What is the nature and the purpose of fasting about”? 

“What is the nature and the purpose of keeping the sabbath about”? 

“What is the nature and the purpose of tithing about”? 

Colossians 2:16

“let no one judge you in food or in drink, or regarding a festival or a new moon or sabbaths”

Introduction 

So many times, “theology” is founded on what has been told from a pulpit, or little glimpses of information that have been received. Many apply this information to draw conclusions in and of themselves, as to what is true and what is not true.

Many never check things out with the Word of God to see if what they believe is true, matches up. Many adopt what they have been taught, never wanting to be told something different, because they would have to think. Some will hang on to what they have heard, and it may or may not be true.  

The issue is not whether you read the Bible, but whether you know what the Bible means. To learn what the Bible means, Truth has to come from The Holy Spirit.   

Discussion

“Fasting”

I have met a number of people that tell me fasting draws them nearer to God. I will agree that you can fast while you are drawing near to God, but fasting in and of itself does not draw you to God. 

When I look at the scriptures in Peter, it talks about how we are to hold “fast” to the belief that we have in Jesus Christ. Fasting is holding “fast” to Jesus, and in so doing, one is holding “fast” to learn and grow in Grace to the point they may not eat for a while.

When someone spends time pre-occupied with Jesus Christ to the point where they really don’t think about eating, it is called fasting. Boasting about either losing weight or “forcing” God to respond to you is not fasting. 

Sometimes doing something with fervor means a lack of time to eat. Fasting is being so focused on The Word of God, that on that you do not think about eating. Fasting is a by-product of holding fast onto Jesus Christ. Fasting is NOT the initiator it is the result. 

“Keeping the Sabbath” 

The Seventh Day Adventist Church is adamant that it is a sin when the “sabbath” (basically defined as Saturday) is not observed.  

What scripture actually says in the New Covenant, is that the redeemed are no longer under the law, and free to serve in the newness of life, being led of the Holy Spirit by His resurrection.

To follow a law of sabbath keeping means a person is under the law of everything. Seventh Day Adventists are legalists who have developed their doctrine from a woman who wrote out what they were to believe. 

Scripture says that the law was given because of our sins UNTIL (which means there is a before and after), the seed (Jesus Christ) to which the promise had referred to had come. 

Before a person puts faith in eternal life by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, they are prisoners of the law. The law was put in charge to lead us to Jesus, so that we might be justified by faith. When faith has come, we are no longer under the supervision of the law.

I don’t know how this can be said any clearer than it is in Romans 10:4, that tells us that Christ is the end of the law. This is because no man will ever be declared righteous in the sight of God through obedience to the law. There will be righteousness In Jesus Christ for everyone who believes. 

The sabbath is no longer a day of the week. It is what you are to enter into EVERY day of the week. The “sabbath rest” is “resting” from our works, just as He did from His.

I don’t how this can be said any clearer than it is in Hebrews 4:9,10. This is the “sabbath rest” that people are not entering into. 

For the Seventh Day Adventist church to suggest that it does any good to go to church on Saturday means they do not realize they are sinning by judging that everyone ought to go to church on Saturday. The fact of the matter is that you don’t go to church to worship God, YOU WORSHIP GOD before you ever get there! It is okay to worship while you are there but GOING TO CHURCH IS NOT WORSHIP. Worship is making your body available to God to live in and through you. 

“Tithing”

Tithing was the way of supporting the Levitical priesthood in the Old Covenant, and has nothing to do with the tithing being pushed today. Paul devoted two chapters in Corinthians on how to give, joyfully, freely and without compulsion. If we were supposed to keep on tithing, why didn’t Paul just say it? The redeemed are no longer under a tithing to support Levite priests. 

Conclusion

Leave the law at Mount Sinai and move on to the empty tomb. You HAVE TO DIE to the Law to come alive to Jesus Christ.

The Word of God cannot be learned through academics. Only the Holy Spirit can reveal what it means. Seminary and computers can tell you what it says, not what it means. The Holy Spirit alone has to reveal the meaning of the Word of God. 

You do not put faith in what the Bible says, you put faith in what it means. Something said has no relevance until it has meaning. This is why the religious world has all these different interpretations. If people rely on their intellect to understand, they will be in error. 

Religious seminary teaches what the people believe in the denomination. If people act like parrots and repeat the words of the seminary, they are not allowing God to bring them to the end of themselves and find truth.  

February 22, 2004

“Mel Gibson and “Passion” the movie” 

Let’s start with the last line of the movie “What will you do?”

The answer to this question are the two elements of salvation, first, realizing your own depravity, and then “coming to grips” with the fact that Jesus Christ is totally sufficient in regards to your own depravity. 

Numbers 22:28

“Then Jesus Christ opened the mouth of the donkey, and she said to Balaam, “What Have I done to you that you have struck me these three times””

2 Peter 2:15,16

“They have forsaken the right way and gone astray, following the way of Balaam the son of Beor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness; but he was rebuked for his iniquity: a dumb donkey speaking with a man’s voice restrained the madness of the prophet”

Introduction

Thousands of years before “Mr. Ed the talking television horse”, God did it for real.

God can use anything, and that is what this movie is really about. So many spiritually dead people out there think they are about 80% okay, so they just need a 20% dab of Jesus, and then they will be completely okay. NO ONE is going to be complete with a 20% Jesus. Only when a person comes to the end of their own effort and resources, will they find the totality of Jesus Christ.

This movie may help people realize their own sin-fullness, but having done that, if they do not turn to Jesus Christ for eternal life, then they are still lost. This movie may show people themselves (no one is good, no not one), and then the Holy Spirit can reveal the need for eternal life.

Discussion

The other day there was an interview with Mel Gibson with Dianne Sawyer about the movie “Passion”. I am convinced that Mel is a a born again believer, because he correctly identified “Odinism and the worship of Norse gods” by Hitler, to push a counterfeit message of “god”. I have never found an un-redeemed person who knew this kind of detail about World War II, let alone a redeemed person. The lost of this world haven’t got a clue about the real nature of Light and the darkness. 

Mel has had a very rough background, rooted in suicide and substance abuse, and I am familiar with the nature of people of these backgrounds who find redemption. I expect Mel will continue to develop a new nature by The Holy Spirit and grow in Grace. Mel may be a “babe” In Christ at this time, and may none of us mock this or ignore it, which brings me to the next point.   

Mel said he believes in the catholic faith, and what the Catholics believe. The redeemed know that nothing in this world is going to mess someone up more than believing what the Catholics believe, or what the Baptists believe, or what the Presbyterians believe and so on. 

This was the original Jewish problem. When they were asked what God they believe in, they said the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, but they never answered who their God was. Situations like this are at the root of religion People get into asking what they “should” believe and then they start believing it, without knowing whether it is true or not. The only way to find TRUTH is to go into The Word of God yourself, and let the Spirit of God reveal the meaning to you. The Holy Spirit alone reveals what the Word of God says to believe in. 

So much “Christianity” exerts brainwashing and mind control over its members. So much “Christianity” is boring and judgmental. Too many are afraid that other Christians are better than they are. Only Jesus Christ is good. 

For example, there is no “purgatory”. If you are In Christ, when you die, you are absent from the body and present with the Lord, if you are not In Christ, you are absent from the body and away from the Lord. There are only two destinations, Heaven or Hell. Heaven is a place of the living and Hell is a place of the dead. The only way to be with the living is by a relationship with Jesus Christ. Not from being a catholic, not from being a protestant, not from being a buddhist, not from being anything other than a child of the living God as the result of a relationship with Jesus Christ. No one is born again by joining a church, being sprinkled or dunked in water, or going to see the “Passion”. Eternal life is received by faith alone in the revealed Will of God as it relates to “The Son”, Jesus Christ. He who has the Son has life, He who does not have the Son does not have life. There is no purgatory for people to stay or be prayed out of anywhere in scripture. Purgatory is a catholic tradition that has no biblical basis. 

You cannot rely on tradition you have to rely upon the revealed Word of God. The wages of sin is death the gift of God is life. When you refuse life, you remain dead and you go to the place of the dead, which is Hell. When you come to Jesus by faith, you go to the place of the living, which is Heaven. 

Protestant or catholic, it really doesn’t make any difference there is error in both of them. All that matters is whether there comes a point in time where a person comes to a relationship with Jesus Christ and they are indwelt by the living God. There are hundreds of thousands of Catholics that are not born again, just like there are hundreds of thousands of Protestants that are not born again. They are taught by “not born again” preachers or priests. If they would start reading the Word of God, and start matching that up with what they hear from the pulpit, they would say “hold on a minute”, “what I am hearing is not correct”. Only God can give the discernment of Truth from the Word of God, by the ministry of The Holy Spirit. 

Too much is being pinned on this movie changing the culture. Only coming to Christ changes anything. Look at the example of  Jesus and the Apostles, certainly at that time two thirds of the population were enslaved, and yet Jesus never talked about slavery, He talked about slave owners coming to Christ and treating their slaves properly, and for slaves to work as unto the Lord, but He never challenged slavery. It is certainly not that He was for it, but He knew that until the heart is changed inside people NOTHING is going to be changed. I remember being part of an effort to “change the world” way back there, and yes the world has changed since then, it has gotten progressively worse! I suspect it is going to continue to get worse. Sin grows, the world is getting worse, but what the redeemed need to be doing is going out and telling the world about Jesus Christ and the changing of heart. 

The spiritually dead world goes on and on about international peace. You cannot have international peace until you have national peace, you cannot have national peace until you have local peace, you cannot have local peace until you have peace in the family, and you cannot have peace in the family until you have peace in your own heart. This is why Christ is the only answer to international peace. There will never be peace in this world until the Prince of Peace comes back. When every knee bows and every tongue confesses that Jesus Christ is the Prince of Peace, then, there will be peace.  Until then there is going to be nothing but conflict, and there is absolutely nothing that the redeemed can do to change it. 

When God told Lot to get out of Sodom and Gomorrah, he didn’t tell Lot to do anything, He just told him to get out. THERE IS NO EXAMPLE ANYWHERE IN THE SCRIPTURE WHERE GOD HAS TOLD MAN TO GO OUT AND CHANGE THE SOCIETY. He just told us to go and change hearts. The redeemed cannot even do that, since all we can do is lead others to the ONE that can. 

Why is it so difficult for some to understand the simplicity of the Gospel. They twist everything so much, yet hide behind a name called “jesus”. When you think about everything that is taught in the protestant churches and more importantly what is not taught in these organizations, it is the ENTIRE religious world out there that has REFUSED TO BELIEVE THE TRUTH ABOUT JESUS CHRIST.

Mormons went to Joseph Smith and made up their own “jesus”, Jehovah witnesses have got their own “jesus” who is not in the Bible. The Jesus of the Bible is God, and they don’t have Him as God, so they don’t have the Jesus of the Bible. And you have all kinds of things that are taught in denominations. This is why I am so adamant about telling people not to get hung up on denominations. God did not come to save denominations, He came to save people. We have to realize the truth of that and that is why the redeemed have not been given directions to go into the world and make church members. Jesus said to go out and make disciples. Disciples of who? The Baptists(?), the Presbyterians (?), the Methodists(?), NO! Disciples of Jesus Christ.

So many have ignored this and gone out trying to get church members, instead of getting people saved. It is easy to get church members, just have some good music and some good programs and you can get the whole lost world in there sooner or later, the entertainment is cheaper, and sometimes it is very good. 

The issue here is that the goal of the redeemed has been lost. The redeemed are supposed to tell others of the Love of God that is available to everyone, the Mercy of God that was extended to everyone, and the Goodness of God that went to a cross to take away the sins of the world, so that being raised from the dead, He could give ETERNAL LIFE to us. This is the only message that is going to change the hearts of people, and until the hearts of people are changed, NOTHING is going to change. 

God does not keep score of “how much” any of the redeemed people do, since He does it all anyway, by using the redeemed to glorify God The Father. Some try to “keep score” on how many “THEY” lead to Christ, and actually the answer is always zero. In my opinion, this is why this movie is being embraced by some. Individuals and religious organizations that are jumping on board a “watch my smoke bandwagon”, when all the redeemed can do is give out the message, and stand back to let God do HIS good work in people’s lives.

If the redeemed could ever do as good as the insurance industry does in getting a message to people, it would be astounding. I don’t know anyone who has not had a presentation of insurance. The insurance industry plan has always been to systematically have agents talk to their relatives and the friends of their relatives, starting right at home, and moving out from there. For some reason, they have fulfilled a goal of presenting to everyone. Yet the Christian world is waiting around for some “figurehead” or “movie”, to do it for them.

All redeemed people interact with somebody. The secular world was smart enough to steal Jesus’ idea, to approach everyone and make it work, yet the religious world still thinks that massive campaigns are required. A massive campaign is not a substitution for a one on one sharing. 

February 29, 2004

PRAYER PART ONE

Do you ever ask, “what good is prayer”?

2 Corinthians 6:2 (Isaiah 49:8)

“For Jesus says: “In an acceptable time I have heard you, and in the day of salvation I have helped you”

Introduction

Amazingly, friendship that survives misunderstandings, gossip, or distance is usually stronger and more lasting than friendship based on being comfortable with one another. A marriage in which conflict has been overcome, is often stronger than a marriage that has never been threatened. 

This is not negative thought, saying that the only way to strengthen relationships is to go through the “furnace”, but what about “struggling” with God for an answer to prayer? Certainly God can answer quickly, but how does it make us feel when we become frustrated by the whole thing? 

Some prayers seem to be denied, even though we thought they were “urgent and legitimate requests” with a time limit. We can receive answers that are different than what we asked for, or perhaps not get an answer at all.

Friends, have you ever asked God for something that you thought would be a remedy to a stress or situation in your life? These are honest prayers, not selfish, yet God has chosen not to answer you in your time expectation or based on your conditions. You have prayed and you have prayed and finally you reached a saturation point where you did not feel it did any good to pray. This is when all sorts of bizarre ideas can flood in, even thinking you are not a “good enough child of God”, despite there being no such thing.

Disappointment does not nullify the concern of God for those who pray, but it does add an  ingredient to the so called “mystery” of prayer. However, we should remember that Jesus Christ always hears EVERY prayer of the redeemed. 

Discussion

Wondering what good prayer is, even if we would not verbally say these kinds of thoughts, is certainly not new, Paul had them too.

In 2 Corinthians 12:7-10, Paul asked to be delivered from some kind of physical problem, which he called a “thorn in the flesh”. He asked God three times, and he never got an answer, in fact the answer was denial. His requests did not respond to prayer.

Philippians 1:19 describes prayers of the Philippians and the work of The Holy Spirit for Paul’s problems of imprisonment, and attacks on his integrity. The kind of salvation” his friends and fellow redeemed in Philippi intended and hoped for, was a rescue from imprisonment, so Paul could make more missionary journeys as an ambassador for the gospel. This sounds like a reasonable prayer to me. In the letter to the Philippians, Paul had expectations that this kind of answer to his prayer would happen. As you get to the end of the letter, Paul’s focus is away from his rescue and more towards a victory in exactly the place he is imprisoned. Paul and his Philippian friends had in mind a rescue (or deliverance) from where he was, but this rescue never took place, even though everyone earnestly prayed to God for just such a deliverance.  Paul never left his im-prisonment in Rome, one of the worst places to be in prison in the entire world in those days. Emperor Nero was the sickest tyrant ever known. The redeemed were being singled out and persecuted, to be placed in “gladiatorial” contests and be offered as martyrs of entertainment for the citizens. Despite this, it looked like there was a total rejection of the prayers for Paul’s deliverance from this place. 

One interesting note to mention here, is this word “salvation” that Paul used, also translated as “deliverance” in the New Testament. In a sense, it has a double meaning. We usually think of salvation as an event that takes place when we are redeemed by receiving eternal life. This is true but not the whole item, despite the fact that YOU CAN NEVER LOSE YOUR SALVATION. God who began a good work in us, will bring it to completion either at our physical death, or on the Day of Jesus Christ, the rapture of the redeemed, at the point of the beginning of The Day of The Lord, or the Great Tribulation, which is the judgment of this world, not the redeemed. 

Conclusion

All redeemed people will know in eternity that Jesus Christ NEVER left them or forsook them, despite all the things they went through on earth. 

Let’s understand that we cannot program God for our expectations. His timetable is different, He may take longer to answer our prayers, and from a different direction than we expected, but He knows what is best for us. 

God will NEVER send darkness to the redeemed, but the redeemed can “flirt” with it. Everything is permissible for a redeemed person, but not everything is profitable. 

How quickly would we forget our total dependency upon Him, if everything was always just right? How many of us would forget to walk by faith, if we could just walk by sight? The reality is that there are many “anguishes” we are going to go through. There will be “thorns” for us along the way. Jesus Christ knows how few would reach Heaven, if some “pain” did not guide them there. Despite my comment in the introduction, perhaps we do “live in the furnace” so to speak here on earth! This keeps us dependent upon Jesus for everything. It is so easy to wander away from this when our lives are “problem free”. 

In my opinion, the conclusion to “what good is prayer”, is that Jesus uses it to build our character, in addition to answering our appeals. He will answer us according to HIS will, as we ask Him for what we think we need, and all things will work together for good to those who love God and have been called (redeemed) according to His purpose. Let’s not stop asking Him (praying), but let’s remember to leave God latitude to respond, and handle our requests in His own time and method. At the very least we will learn some patience along the way. 

March 7, 2004

Do you struggle with addiction to:

· success, recognition, and making money?

· sexual things?

· alcohol or drugs?

· anything?

1 Corinthians 1:18

“(Redemption and eternal life) is foolishness to those who are perishing . . .”

2 Corinthians 10:4,5

“ (Spiritual warfare) is Jesus Christ pulling down strongholds (addictions) defeating every thing against the (Ministry of The Holy Spirit)”

Proverbs 1:7

“The fear of Jesus Christ is the beginning of knowledge . . . fools despise the ministry of The Holy Spirit”

Introduction

If you have not accepted eternal life from Jesus Christ, this writing is not of any use to you. If you are spiritually dead, you need to get right with God first, by accepting His Grace, which is explained on the home page of this site, www.airmailfromgod.com. You need to know that if you were to pass away right now, you would be absent from your body and present with Jesus Christ.

This writing is not telling redeemed people “don’t do this and don’t do that”. All redeemed people continue to sin, since all have fallen short of the Glory of God and no one is good, no not one. Any man or woman who looks at another person with any desire at all commits fornication. Any married man or woman who has an attraction an actor on television commits adultery. Anyone who EVER gets angry at someone has committed murder, and anyone who EVER worries about ANYTHING is guilty of unbelief in Jesus Christ! Friends, how are you doing on these issues? I don’t know about you, but I am not doing very good on those last two! When you are spiritually dead, these sins are not forgiven, which means the wages of your sin is eternal spiritual death. When you are redeemed, there is no condemnation upon you despite your ongoing sin behavior. For the redeemed, confession of sin has NOTHING to do with obtaining additional forgiveness, rather it is agreeing with God regarding your condition, and thanking Him for what He has ALREADY taken away forever. Those who promote confession of sin to receive forgiveness, put Jesus Christ to shame (Hebrews 10:17.18 Hebrews 6:6).  

The point here, is that as long as we are in our flesh bodies, everyone has a sinful nature, whether they are redeemed or not.

Definitions

Fear of God

What is “fear of God”? Despite what it sounds like, it is not Jesus Christ keeping a list of your “bad” things so that He can “zap” you. Religion has always used this concept of God insidiously, to terrify people out of their mind and money.

“Fear” of God is about being in awe of God, not afraid of Him. Think of a great lake. It can be awesome and majestic, but you should not get into it very far from shore unless you are in a boat. We can enjoy looking at it, smell a fresh breeze coming off it, and even wade into it, but not too far in! This is the awe and respect everyone is supposed to have towards God, the “fear” of God is the awe of God. Just as Noah was spared from the judgment of the flood because he was in a boat, Jesus Christ is the “ark” for redeemed people today. 

Happiness

The Bible NEVER tells anyone to be “happy”, despite the fact that some translations use “happy” in place of blessed in Romans 14:22, “blessed is the one not condemning himself in what they approve”. Of course this can only apply to redeemed people, since spiritually dead people are separated from Jesus Christ, meaning it is impossible for them to be blessed by God. Blessed is NOT a relative term, ALL redeemed people are completely blessed by God. All believers are just as blessed five seconds after they accept eternal life as they are fifty years later. 

What the Word of God does say is to experience joy. Joy is fruit of The Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:22), and if you want joy in your life, you are going to have to get it from Jesus Christ coming to live inside of you, your only hope of eternal life. 

Perfectionist Thinking

Do you tend to be a perfectionist? Do you get depressed and messed up? Do you condemn yourself trying to improve, which is impossible anyway? If so, then it is time to realize that the redeemed are a branch, and Jesus is the Vine. A branch can do nothing in and of itself. You have to realize that life is from Christ, which is not sitting around “beating” yourself up. IF YOU HAVE BLOWN IT, YOU HAVE BLOWN IT! Put it aside and realize Jesus is the God of new beginnings. EVERY DAY CAN BE A NEW BEGINNING if you are redeemed, whether you are a perfectionist or not. What sense is there in blaming yourself to torment over something? 

As odd as it seems, I have learned the power of NEGATIVE thinking. Religion and the world promotes being positive, but since man’s wisdom is foolishness before God, I rejected this. Friends, if I expect nothing to work out right, I cannot be dissapointed when it does not. This means that I know that the only things that WILL work out right for me are FROM Jesus, because that is HIS will for me, and I can thank Him for it. If I NEVER lean on my own understanding in anything, then I am TOTALLY dependent on Jesus for everything, and I have negated the fiery darts of discontent and worry and depression that satan uses. 

Addictions

All things are permissible to redeemed people, but not all things are profitable. A redeemed person can do anything they desire, but there can be consequences. Substance abuse can damage the body and the mind. Sexual activity can bring diseases. Both of these can open the door to demonic invitations to associate with the soul of believers. I have seen all kinds of people who are redeemed, have eternal life, and love Jesus Christ, suffer from associations with darkness because of their choices. The good news is that The Holy Spirit of God will ALWAYS direct a redeemed person away from error sooner or later, but believers can get messed up in their thinking. Remember that the original sin that took place in the Garden of Eden was eating from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil (deciding what is good and evil), NOT the tree of having a drink of alcohol, looking at something arousing, or worrying about tomorrow. 

Pick an addiction if it is not on the list. Redeemed people may struggle with addictions for reasons they cannot understand, even relying on their addiction, which can become frustrating and depressing.

Misplaced Dependency

Spiritually dead people may pursue addictions without concern or conflict, because their soul is not redeemed (purchased) by God. This means satan does not engage in spiritual warfare with them, since their dead spirit is not at war with their flesh. However, spiritually dead people cannot feel unconditionally loved or accepted, because the only unconditional love and acceptance available in the universe comes from Jesus Christ, the desire that God designed into every human being.

You may find people who “drink like fish”, but are not alcoholics, because they are not really depending on the alcohol to do much for them, they are just kind of using it to go party. On the other hand, you will find people that depend upon a substance, or an activity, or a pursuit for their meaning and purpose to life. The result is that it controls their life, because whatever we completely submit our self to, we become a slave to. THIS IS CALLED A MISPLACED DEPENDENCY.  

Discussion

God made ALL of us with a need for dependency upon our creator. When we refuse to depend on Him, we are forced to depend on something else. NONE OF US CAN LIVE WITHOUT DEPENDENCY, BECAUSE WE ARE NOT INDEPENDENT PEOPLE. When we refuse to depend on Jesus, or do not know about our need to, we are forced to start depending upon something as a substitute. Common addictions are food, alcohol, sex, drugs, and the love of money. Some people become dependent on dogs, cats and assorted pets, or even stuffed animal collections, for a sense of comfort. (I have a dog, I enjoy its affection for me, but do not have any dependency on it).

Any person who rejects dependency upon Jesus Christ for inner rest and joy, may substitute an addiction to something, trying to find “happiness”. The opposite of “happiness” is (unhappiness), but there is no such word as “unjoy”.

Realize that if you are a child of God, then God wants you to live in dependency upon Him, and learn how to walk in a newness of life, depending upon Him for your meaning and purpose. There is no meaning and purpose to life apart from Christ. ALL human beings have a spiritual need that can only be met in Jesus. This is why there are so many religions in the world, satan has  counterfeits to offer, and this fallen angel has used stupid human pride and greed to deceive billions of people. Jesus Christ is NOT A RELIGION, HE IS THE REALITY OF ETERNAL LIFE. 

His perfect love is what casts away all fear. Addiction is is a misplaced dependency, depending on an addiction to do for you, what Jesus Christ said HE will do for you. It is far more than just a substance or activity being used, it is when you depend on it to do something for you. Redeemed or not, all of us are as weak as blades of grass and as stupid as sheep! If two sheep are alone in a field and a predator comes along, the one not being killed and eaten will sit around watching and waiting to become “dessert”! Any person or religion that is telling you that you will stop sinning when you are redeemed is teaching a lie. This writing is not about trying to stop sinning, it is about the danger of addiction, which is called misplaced dependency.

Conclusion 

GOD TOOK AWAY THE SIN OF THE WHOLE WORLD ON THE TREE (cross), and there is NO further forgiveness to be executed on your behalf by God, because if there was (since without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness), the only way that “more forgiveness” could be executed, would be if Jesus died again. 

Jesus Christ will not be beaten and tortured again to die on a tree. He did this to take away your sins already, which is why He cried out IT IS FINISHED. What He meant was IT IS FINISHED. He was saying I have dealt with sin once, I have dealt with it for all people, and I have dealt with it forever. There is NO PERSON THAT WILL EVER GO TO HELL BECAUSE OF THEIR SINS. The ONLY that is attributable to a person today is the sin of unbelief. This was said directly out of Jesus’ mouth, when He said “The world’s sin is unbelief in me”.

The only question that will ever be asked by God is “what did you do with my Son”?, who came to provide for you what you never could have provided for yourself. All of us sin in our flesh, God could have chosen to eradicate that nature as well, but if we did not have sin nature living in our flesh, we would forget about dependency on Jesus Christ in a minute. This is why Paul said to rejoice in our weakness, because it is our weakness that keeps us dependent upon Jesus, with a total realization that we cannot live at all unless we depend upon and trust Jesus for everything.

Don’t rejoice because you are hooked on substances, behaviors, or “things” that do something for you, rejoice because God wants you to be constantly reminded that apart from Him you can do nothing. This realization may not stop your behavior and likings, but it will overcome  addictions, because it replaces the desire to be dependent on something of this world. 

A faith relationship is what to turn to, not an addiction. When you fall on your face, don’t sit there beating yourself to death, thank God for the fact that He took away the sin you are “playing around with”. Reject the “do this and you will be happy” garbage that satan tempts us with. Once you get rid of a mindset of thinking an addiction is going to do something for you (that it does not do), then you have removed dependency upon yourself (and your reasoning, which is corrupt). When you get to this stage, you overcome the dependency. 

There is only one way to live above your circumstances. Apart from Him we can do nothing, so don’t rely upon yourself in any way. Realize that it is an idiotic thing to allow satan to tell you “something” is going to do “something” for you. It sounds simple, but we know it is not simple. 

Instead of trying to stop doing this and stop doing that, make a decision to quit beating yourself to death, feeling sorry for your self, playing woe is me, and reciting “would have, could have, should have”! Quit that game, and rest in Christ, to trust Him for your self worth, for the unconditional love and acceptance that you are looking for, and for meaning and purpose in life that can only come through a relationship with Jesus. Realize that addictions cannot do a thing for you in these areas of need. 
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My testimony,  

“how I became an anti-religionist”.

John 10:10

“The thief (satan) does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I (Jesus Christ) have come that they might have (eternal) life , and that they may have it more abundantly (the Fruit of The Spirit)”

Introduction:

The key to this verse is understanding why Christ came. He said the thief comes to steal and destroy, but God came so that we might have life. The reason He said this is because until we come to Jesus Christ, we are spiritually dead. We don’t walk up to a deceased person and say they need forgiveness, when they need life. All of us start off spiritually dead when we are born, so we all need eternal life, and Jesus is the only source of that eternal life available. Religion does not give life, doing “ministry things” does not give life, actually, they both lead to burnout. Nothing in this world can give us eternal life, except for Jesus. This is what salvation is, being made alive together with Christ. It is having Christ come to live inside of us, which is the key.

Before I was redeemed, my early experience in the so called “Christian” loop developed a very critical spirit toward Christianity in me. I had no clue about what it meant to know God, and  I was essentially just looking for the “right” phrases to say, mixed with some “Christian clichés”. 

Instead of being in awe of Jesus Christ (the fear of God), I struggled with trust and faith in Him. I had always struggled with trust, because people usually ended up hurting me emotionally.  

Discussion

Before I was redeemed, I wandered around in error, trapped in legalistic situations, through “Word of Faith”, “Catholicism”, “partial rapture doctrine”, “confessing sin to stay saved”, “replacement theology (Armstrongism)”, and so on. I had been duped into believing that some way was a “correct” way. I tried to be “God’s boy” and His “minister”, trying in vain to give it my all. I got caught in things, I got trapped in things, and I lived in a totally depressed mess until I came to a point and said, “I CANNOT take this anymore!”. If this is “Christianity” THEN I DON’T WANT IT! 

This is when Jesus Christ broke through and showed me, “Richard, this is NOT Christianity, and what you have been doing is not what I called you to do”. “This is not what the Bible is about and this is not what a relationship with ME is. What I have for you  is a life that is abundant, fulfilling, rewarding and free. It is based on the opportunity to grow in the Love of God, and it has been given to you through Jesus Christ”.

This is when I decided, “if that is what a relationship with Jesus is, then I really want it”, and I was redeemed. Jesus Christ came to live inside of me as the Holy Spirit, and it was like someone had re-written the Word of God.

I started down this new path for a bit, and came to a point where I got REALLY ANGRY. I kept saying, “how could I get duped into that other stuff, and WHY are those people allowed to continue teaching error?” I was infuriated, any little thing that reminded me of that “old way” just “fanned my flames of anger”, and this was just another part of the progress that I had to go through.

Eventually, there came a point in time where I am began to look back and say “You know Jesus, I probably had to go through that anger so that I could finally come to the end of myself and see what YOU are truly all about. You knew what was going on, You knew what I was involved with, and I see how You used that as background for my benefit, helping me to grab hold of all that You are”. I continue to look back and say, “Jesus thank you.” He brought me through something really unpleasant, so I could get to a point where I could grab hold of all that HE had for me. 

So many ministries out there say that you need to be “doing this” to earn “points in Heaven”, which is a totally legalistic mindset. People end up trying to improve their “status in Heaven” or think they can get more of God’s Love and acceptance. The real root of this stuff is stupid human pride, trying to “do this to get this”, and looking for admiration from others. 

When you get to a point where you don’t care if any one accepts you, you understand all that matters is that God accepts you. It starts by knowing that Jesus Christ lives inside of you just the way you are. If something needs to change, He will look after it, so you don’t have to worry about it. Instead of getting involved in all kinds of “religious activities” and wanting to be something, a redeemed person comes to the point of asking Jesus to teach them  what is real. It is like your picture is now in “God’s wallet” or on “God’s refrigerator door”, just like a child’s picture. You are a child of the living God, and already a citizen of Heaven forever. 

Conclusion

There is a frustrating way to do “christianity”, and there is a right way. When you have done it wrong for a long time, and you have not stepped into the right yet, it is hard to believe that there even is a right way. 

You have to start with the question, “does God love and accept me just for who I am right here and now?”. When you can answer that question and have conviction in your heart about it, you are resting in the truth and you are on the right pathway. 

Realize that no church, organization, other person, or religion will meet the needs that only Jesus can meet. The redeemed are in Christ, and they ARE the church. The only way to go down the correct path is to wait on Jesus to show you. Jesus removed the deceptions in my life one by one, helping me to discern what was going on  when I knew something was wrong. The “so called church” of today, that so many are trapped in, is a terrible place. 

If you are busy and barren, without joy, it is time to ask Jesus to come and live inside of you so you can know Him. The majority of the “christian” world today is a “church” that is “cult like” and a creator of disappointment.  

My anger was not toward “christianity”, but toward error. Jesus said the truth will set us  free, so if truth set us free, error keeps us in bondage. I did not have a bad experience in christianity because truth was being taught, it was a because I was deceived. 

When there is deception and error being communicated, it hurts people and puts them in bondage. I still have a critical spirit towards false teaching, and Paul the Apostle had one too. 

There is no Grace in legalism and the law. No person can live in fear of “messing up and getting it”, because it makes them feel like rebelling against everything. The good news is that there is nothing to rebel against that comes from Jesus.  
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“If we mess up, is God going to “zap” us?”, Part One of Two

Revelation 20:6

“Blessed and holy (which means may be used by God) is they who have part in the first resurrection (which means the acceptance of eternal life) . . “

Introduction

What about a man and a woman” living together”, but not married. Is either of them redeemed? 

What happens to a person who commits suicide?

What about a person who thinks they have committed the un-pardonable sin, denial of The Holy Spirit?

Discussion

“Living Together” 

Regarding a man and a woman living together but not married, redemption is not dependent on what you are doing or not doing. 

The truth is that God has reduced ALL people to a state of spiritual death, taking away the Law, so no one could say they are obeying the Law, which was used to imply they are saved. 

He said the WHOLE WORLD has been declared guilty in the sight of God. This means there was only one way for salvation to occur, and that was for God to provide for us what we could never provide for ourself, and there is not an act of works in any of this, it is what Jesus did. He went to a cross and there He who knew no sin, became sin for us, so that In His resurrected life we could become the righteousness of God IN HIM. He took away the sins of the entire world. NO ONE will ever go to hell because of their sins, because they were placed behind the back of God, never to be seen again. This is what the Passion Movie is about, how Jesus had to suffer and endure in order to take away our sin. This was not a covering, but a removal. Jesus had to endure the pain of mankind upon Himself in order to be able to take away (not cover) the sins of the world. He did that so He could offer us a life called eternal life, and the only way we can have eternal life through His resurrection, is if HE TOOK AWAY THE CAUSE OF SPIRITUAL DEATH, which was sin. The eternal removal of sin by the work on the cross is what guarantees that we can never lose eternal life. Only sin can cause the eternal life of God to depart from a redeemed person, but since sin has been taken away forever, there is no way for this to happen. 

People who teach that you can lose salvation do so because they do not know what salvation is. No one is going to go into the presence of God becasue of what they did or did not do. However, we are told that as a child of God, to live a newness of life. This means that there are people who are as saved as they can be, but get trapped into a relationship that is not the Will of God for them. In this example, if these two people living together are redeemed, why isn’t either of them making a decision to get married? Why would the woman for want to give the man all the benefits of the relation with no commitment? As for the man, why would he want to put this woman who he claims he loves, in this condition? 

The thing to do in this situation is to either get out of the relationship or get married, because neither one is doing any good for the other. Once again, all things are permissible for the redeemed, but not all things are profitable. 

As far as redemption goes, if either is in Christ, they are secure in Christ regardless of anything. How may of us who are in Christ have stopped sinning?(the answer is zero). It does not matter what realm you are sinning in, none of us have stopped. How would we even know which sin was going to keep us out of Heaven? 

“Suicide”

Many people have heard all of their life that there are two sins that God will not forgive, blasphemy and suicide. First up, THERE IS NOTHING IN SCRIPTURE ABOUT SUICIDE NOT BEING FORGIVEN, one way or the other. It is possible for any person to get into the shape where they lose all hope and take their life. This is not even discussed in the Word of God, so no one should be making any conclusion about it. 

“Denial of the Holy Spirit”

The only sin that Jesus said is unforgivable, is unbelief in Him. THIS IS THE ONLY SIN THAT WAS NOT TAKEN AWAY AT THE CROSS, unbelief in The One who came to provide forgiveness and the resurrected life. It is only the denial of the provision of God that is unforgivable, because there is not any forgiveness to be given for this. As a matter of fact, the world’s sin is unbelief in Jesus. 

What about the blasphemy of The Holy Spirit? This was described by an event that attributed the works of Jesus to the works of the devil, while He was standing right in front of the accusers. I don’t think this sin can be in existence today, because His physical presence is not here. In the account of this event, when Jesus was here in an “earth-suit”, people with un-belief in Him were attributing his ministry to satan. In the Old Testament, Father God testified to the fact that the Son was coming, then Jesus came and said I am here, and now the Holy Spirit’s ministry is to lead people to Jesus. When you deny the Testimony of the Holy Spirit, you have denied the totality of the Godhead, and there is not any more testimony available to us. 

Conclusion

Churches and religious groups love to tell people if they will come to their setup, they will be blessed. I know there is not one person on this earth that has ever walked in total obedience to The Lord. However, there is no shortage of those who wish that they could. The truth is that we may not even be aware of our blessings. It may be something that comes far down the road. One thing for certain, is that there is a blessing from walking in dependence upon Jesus for everything, If a church is teaching about walking in dependence upon Christ, then you will be blessed. There is nothing wrong with this, but it is an overused statement. It says we have already been blessed in the heavenly realms In Christ Jesus, which means all redeemed people are as blessed as they are ever going to get, Jesus has already given us everything we need for life and godliness, so how can a person get any more blessed than that? It is like telling someone to come and get what they have already got. 
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"If we mess up, is God going to "zap" us?", Part Two of Two

2 Peter 2:9

"Jesus knows how to deliver the redeemed out of temptations and reserve the spiritually dead for the day of judgment"

Introduction:

What about the man who was intimated with his mother?

Do the redeemed improve on the righteousness of Christ by confession of sin?

Discussion

The man who was intimate with his mother. 

In 1 Corinthians 5:5 it talks about this man having his flesh destroyed, and some proclaim this is proof of God "zapping someone", even ending their life. It is God's will that everyone would be redeemed, not to destroy them. 

The most obvious question here is whether the man mentioned in this passage was redeemed. Obviously he was not, since in 2 Corinthians, there is mention of him having received enough punishment, and now joining into the body of believers. The sexual relation with his mother was not the only sin, there was also him flaunting this to believers. Basically, he was saying "this Grace is great, so I am going to have intercourse with my mother and then I am going to brag about how wonderful Grace is". This person needed this turned around in their behavior, so satan was permitted to make this person miserable. He was born again when he came back and was redeemed.  

The "confession of sins" with 1John 1:9. 

There important point here regards the word "if". The question is "I don't know if you people are ever going to come to your senses or not", which is what it says literally in the Greek. The "if" is a conditional "if", and means in context "but in the event that you do (today, tomorrow or whenever it might be, He is faithful and just to have (past tense, on the tree) forgiven your sins, and to HAVE cleansed you of all un-righteousness". "John is asking if spiritually dead people are ever going to come to their senses and agree with Him that they are sinners (this is actually what confessing your sin means), agreeing with Him that you are a sinner. This is essential, because if you don't, you can never come to His cross. In other words, you have to know you are dead before you would ever turn to Him for life. 

This verse has nothing to do with the redeemed. It is a question, almost a doubt, sort of like a comment "I don't know if you are ever going to come to your senses", dealing with people who are not redeemed and would have a great deal of difficulty ever coming to Jesus Christ". John is almost saying "I doubt if you ever are going to come to your senses, but if you do, if you are ever going to agree with God concerning your sins, THEN He is faithful and just to have cleansed you of all un-righteousness". 

1John 1:9 is not a believers passage, which is evident by the fact that he says if you claim to be without sin you deceive yourself and the truth is not in you. All you have to do is raad the next verse that says the truth is in the redeemed FOREVER. So if the truth is not in you, according to John, it is because it never has been in you. 1John is addressed to those at the time who said Jesus had not come in the flesh and that they did not have a sin nature, which is what 1John 1:8,9 are talking about, claiming to be without sin. Most of us read out of the english translation, however the greek construct reveals the intent. I would ask the same question that John is asking of people today who keep asking for forgiveness. This is asking Jesus to come and be crucified again, which is never going to happen, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness. It is so direct, when the truth is not in you, it is a sign that you are lost. There is no other passage in the scripture of Paul's writings that even hints of a believer asking God to forgive them. It is not that we do not need forgiveness, it is that it has already been provided once, and it has been provided for ALL TIME. It is an insult to ask God for forgiveness instead of thanking Him for it. Thank Him for what He did at the cross, and ask Him to renew your mind and teach you. 

The new covenant says your sins and lawless acts I will remember no more, and where these HAVE BEEN (not will be) forgiven, there is no longer any sacrifice for sins. To the Hebrews, put aside your sacrificial system, to the catholics put aside your confession booths, to the protestants put aside you 1John 1:9, and THANK GOD FOR THE COMPLETED WORK THAT HE MEANT AT THE CROSS, WHEN HE CRIED OUT IT IS FINISHED. To say that you keep asking for forgiveness is saying to Jesus Christ that He is a liar, telling Him it is not finished and there is still some more to go. This is the theology of a bull and goat, a church building that this is taught in may as well put up a bull or a goat carcass on the steeple instead of a cross. Confessing sins to get forgiveness is no different than killing a bull or a goat to get your sins forgiven, or doing it each year over and over to get forgiven. 

If you saw the Passion movie, confessing sin to get forgiven is just as putting Jesus back on the cross over and over again, since without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness. If there were any further forgiveness to be executed on our behalf, Jesus would have to dia again. Does anyone think Jesus is going to do that, or do they want Jesus to die again? 

Since there is no passage anywhere in the New Testament that describes confession of sin to get additional forgiveness, then Paul must have known that it is not to be done. Friends, there is overwhelming evidence in the Word of God that the sin issue was finished on the tree.  
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PRAYER PART TWO

"Can we comprehend answers to our questions?"

Psalm 90:15

"Make us glad according to the days in which You have afflicted us. And the years in which we have seen evil"

Introduction

Ever prayed for something and felt like you have been put on hold indefinitely? Is something going on in your life right now, for which you are trying to get through to God for an answer? 

Job went through this, thousands of years ago, wondering why life was unfair. Job never seemed to get a straight answer from God. Job wondered why God seemed silent and distant at one time, yet close at another time. Jesus offered no specific answers to Job and many must wonder why not. 

Discussion

Our desire for what we label "fairness" dies a hard death. Who among us does not yearn for justice in this world? We want a world without disappointment, one that works on track, but since unfairness is not going to disappear, how do we control our emotions? The answer is by faith in Jesus, who knows the end from the beginning. Our trust has to be rooted in God's credibility and love. 

When Job asked for answers, God "deflected" the question of cause, and focused instead on a response of faith. Think for a moment about what would result if God answered all our questions. Why do we assume and seem to think that we will handle suffering better if we know the reason behind it?  

Consider the similarities between the Book of Lamentations and the Book of Job. Job stared in disbelief at the ruin of his house and possessions, and Jeremiah stared in disbelief at the ruin of Jerusalem. Both books express anger, bitterness and deep disappointment with God. Despite the many paraphrases that are similar in each book, Jeremiah knew the reasons for destruction and Job did not. Jeremiah knew that the Hebrews had broken their covenant with God, but that did not spare him from his suffering. Jeremiah actually said the Lord is like the enemy. Both Job and Jeremiah asked God why He had forsaken them. God did not answer Job the way he wanted to be answered, and as a result, Job withdrew his questions. Jesus Christ often avoids revealing the cause of suffering. For example, in the Book of Dr. Luke, those asking questions about a person born blind were rebuked. It is unwise to question God's perogatives. Even an intense question such as the death of a child's parent, or the death of a parent's child, is rarely interpreted or explained by God. The matter is in the hands of a perfect loving God, and we have to trust Him.    

Is it possible that when we don't get a response it is because we are not capable of comprehending an answer? Instead of considering Jesus to dodge or evade our questions, we have to realize that we cannot grasp God's Will. It is like trying to describe colors to a blind person, or a song to someone who was born deaf. 

Some people have a nature that is never satisfied with a non-answer. Other people will never stop asking questions that God declines to answer. Have you ever considered that Jesus keeps us ignorant because enlightenment may not help us? So many of us (including me) suffer with the same dilemma, why me, why now, what is God trying to say to me?

We know God is there, He is always there. Many of us are impetuous, and patience does not come easily. Today is certainly a time of instant everything. We can put our hands on a computer and get instant access to information. When we pray, we have to remember we are in a different situation. God is not affected by our trinkets and toys down here. He is working on a grand scale that we can not understand. His timetable is the one that is perfect, not ours. His is the one we need to trust. We need to wait upon Him.  

Conclusion

God is always there, so as we are trying to reach Him, let's remember that He is going to answer in His own way and on His own time. Avoid being perplexed, ready to cash it in, hang it up or whatever you want to call it. Avoid impulsive ways, and give God a chance to do His work in you. 

Can Jesus really be called unfair? Well, how closely do you identify God and life? Surely this life we are living on earth is unfair. We all seem to have a strong and reasonable protest, and not one of us is exempt from tragedy or disappointment. There is no way out of unfairness, but there is a WAY through it to the other side.   

I continue learn the extent of my limitations and what I cannot understand. I have to give it to Jesus, because He knows best, and He is going to work His will in my life, in His time, and by His own method. His love for us is not only unconventional, but unexplainable.

So let's avoid trying to fathom God, but know His unconditional Love and acceptance of us, He wants us to wait upon Him, not try to outguess Him. 

Here are some closing thoughts.

I asked for strength but I was made weak.

I asked for help but I was given infirmity.

I asked for riches, but I was given poverty.

I asked for power but I was given weakness.

I asked for things that I might enjoy life,

but I was given life that I might enjoy things,

I got nothing that I asked for, but everything I hoped for.  
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"Resurrection Is Key"

Proverbs 14:12

Proverbs 16:25

"There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way of death"

1Corinthians 15:12-19

"And if Christ is not risen, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is also vain"

"If in this life we only have hope in Christ, (no acceptance of His physical resurrection from the dead), we are of all men the most pitiable"

Introduction

I have never understood why "Christmas" receives more emphasis than Passover to Pentecost (called "Easter" by the world). 

Resurrection is the KEY to everything. In Romans 10:9, Paul wrote that if you confess with your mouth that Father God has raised Jesus Christ from the dead, you have eternal life".

Watch out for religion that skirts this doctrine. Deception is easily threaded into this crucial fact, mimicking resurrection, but meaning something else. 

Discussion

Let's think this moment, of The Resurrected Jesus, seated at the right hand of The Father. 

To receive eternal life is to receive the Holy Spirit forever, just as "a chosen vessel"

"A Chosen Vessel"

The Master was searching for a vessel to use,

Before Him were many,

Which one would He choose?

Take me! cried the gold one,

I am shiny and bright, 

I am of great value,

And I do things just right, 

My beauty and luster will outshine the rest,

And for someone like you Master, gold would be the best,

The Master passed on with no word at all,

And looked at a silver urn, narrow and tall,

I will serve you best Master, 

I will pour out your wine, 

I will be on your table whenever you dine,

My lines are so graceful,

My carving so true,

And silver will certainly compliment You,

Unheeding, the Master passed on to the vessel of brass,

Wide mouthed and shallow and polished like glass,

Here, here, cried the vessel, 

I know I will do, 

Place me on your table for all men to view,

Look at me, called the crystal goblet so clear,

Though fragile am I, I will serve you with fear,

The Master came next to a vessel of wood,

Polished and carved, it solidly stood, 

You may use me dear Master,

The wooden bowl said, 

But I rather you would use me for fruit and not bread,

Then The Master looked down on a vessel of clay,

Empty and broken it helplessly lay,

No hope had the vessel that The Master might choose, 

Cleanse and make whole, to fill and to use, 

This is the vessel I have been hoping to find, 

I will mend it and use it and make it all mine, 

I need not the vessel with the pride of itself,

Nor the one that is narrow to sit on the shelf,

Nor one that is big mouthed shallow and loud,

Nor one that displays its contents so proud,

So gently He lifted the vessel of clay, 

Mended and cleansed it and filled it that day,

Spoke to it kindly, there is work you must do,

Just pour out to others as I POUR INTO YOU. 

Conclusion

Let's pray,

"Father God, thank you for the beautiful fact that the battle has already been won. The battle of righteousness against un-righteousness. We are so grateful that Jesus is The Victor. May we give Him our personal battles, stresses and pain. Thank you for promising to go through the storms and the battles and the pain with us. We commit ourselves to you with gratitude, in the name of that One sovereign King of kings and Lord of lords, Jesus. Amen."
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"No Grace, no peace"

Philippians 4:7

". . .the peace of Jesus which surpasses all understanding. . ."

Introduction

This is not about being "happy". 

This peace is WITH GOD, because all redeemed people are justified by the virtue of being in Christ. 

In other words, peace with God is impossible without Grace. 

The reality of Grace and peace is under good or bad circumstances, no matter what is going on. 

Discussion

I don't use "Grace and peace" as just a greeting thrown out to others, and I only ever use it in talking to redeemed people. 

Paul often used "Grace and peace" in his greetings to the redeemed. Being redeemed by Jesus Christ means being able to give control of everything in your life over to Him. The "wisdom" of this world is usually opposite to giving any control to Jesus.  

Grace (charis) is a Greek greeting and peace (shalom) is a Hebrew greeting. However Grace and peace is actually (charis and eirene) in the Greek translation of 1 Timothy 1:2, not charis and shalom. I don't think the intention of Paul was to greet both Greeks and Hebrews. It is interesting that in all the places where Paul wrote this, he kept the sequence of putting Grace first. There is NO peace without Grace. Grace gives to us what we do NOT deserve, the Bible says by Grace we are saved through faith. Peace with God is the result of having God's Grace. 

The single most important benefit that I discovered from having peace with God, is being taught by the Holy Spirit. 

Friends, what I write here is what I learn by the leading of the Holy Spirit. Years ago when I began to study the Bible I wrestled with "conflicting" interpretations. Now, I try to "toss out" some of the pre-conceived notions and interpretations, along with "pre-indoctrination" of the Bible, from other writers. Usually I am able to see text in a clearer setting and outline. 

This is the only way The Holy Spirit can teach anyone.  Unless one is willing to let the Holy Spirit teach them, they may continue in another doctrinal interpretation, and miss the proper context.  In my opinion, this is why there is so much mixing of the Law with Grace, which is why it says to rightly divide the Word.

I am not saying to ignore the teaching of others, because actually when several believers come to the same conclusion, it is a "good indication" of correct interpretation.  

I try to help people on the internet with their understanding of Jesus. Sometimes I do get a letter along the line of "Oh brother!, this is your opinion, you are not the authority....etc."

The problem I find, is that many of the ones who make a comment such as this, do not want to take time to discuss what the context means to them. More often, they would rather follow someone else’s teaching, instead of letting scripture speak to them. 

Conclusion

No person can possibly find rest in their life, unless they have peace with God by His Grace. 

The root issue is that a person can not be redeemed unless the Holy Spirit of God comes to live inside their spirit. This is what produces Fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5), which is among many things, inner peace with God. 
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"How to recognize the voice of satan"

2 Corinthians 13:9

"We are glad when we are weak . . ."

Romans 1:16

"For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ . . ."

Introduction

Have you or someone you know, tried to pull their life away from an addiction? It does not matter what it is to really; alcohol, drugs, sexual things, or love of money are only a few examples. 

In a conversation with a man from the southern US who went almost three months without drinking and drug dependency, "M" says, "I had a few rough days where I lapsed back into my addiction, but I have decided not to give up just because I stumbled". 

"M" goes on to say, "I felt like I had it all together, and it sounded like my own voice was saying to me that it was okay to fall back to my addiction, but later I realized that it was not OK!"

Discussion

The key to recognizing the problem here has NOTHING to do with consuming alcohol and drugs. The problem is that "M" was deceived by a "voice" telling him what he should do.  

The redeemed should strive for ability to discern the voice of satan, ESPECIALLY when he uses OUR OWN VOICE, ONE THAT SOUNDS JUST LIKE US, telling us how we should reason. 

The discernment here is to to realize, "hold on a minute, this is NOT God talking to me!" The truth is that satan came to kill, steal and destroy, and that is his ONLY goal, to destroy you and to kill you and to to steal from you the joy that God wants to bring to you. 

What "M" so correctly did, was to NOT get discouraged, to get back up again, and let God dust him off like a child who fell down. It was discouraging for "M", but instead of getting  discouraged, "M" was ENCOURAGED instead, by the period of time that he was able to get off  dependency before this stumble. "M" could see to get back where he belonged, DEPENDENCY UPON JESUS. 

In my opinion, it is usually when we think we have got it all "together", when we are the MOST vulnerable, so we HAVE TO FORGET about "getting it all together". All Jesus tells us to do is to take it a day at a time, and be able to wake up and say "Jesus I am trusting you in my life, I am trusting you to live your life in and through me, I am trusting you to give me discernment, so if I hear the voice of satan (pretending to be my own voice) trying to get me back into my addiction, that I will recognize it is a lie, and give it right back to him. Friends, trust Jesus one day at a time, because it is the only way we can function in this physical life in a human body. 

In my opinion, WHENEVER we get to a point of thinking that we are "in control", (like an opposite to thinking we are "out of control" if we are addicted to something), the truth is that BOTH of these are WRONG! We have NEVER been in control, we are only ever in a state of being UNDER control. Who we are under the control of depends on whether we allow ourselves to be under the control of satan, or if we allow ourselves to be under control of The Holy Spirit of God that lives in us if we are redeemed. 

As odd as this may sound to some, do not EVER have confidence in yourself! Keep your confidence where it belongs, In Jesus Christ, and rejoice in your weakness. WEAKNESS IS WHAT KEEPS YOU DEPENDENT UPON JESUS. Pray that you will NEVER get "strong"! 

This is OPPOSITE of what the "world" says. Paul said he rejoiced in his weakness, because that weakness kept him dependent upon Christ. 

Friends, if we ever got strong in all things, we would forget Jesus in a "New York minute". The weakness of our flesh keeps us dependent upon Jesus. See the differences in attitude, and begin to realize that apart from The Lord you can do nothing. Paul said "I am not ashamed that I can not do it, but that only Christ can". This is totally opposite to "playing religion", where the members try to tell everybody how "good" they. Paul was not ashamed of this and neither should any redeemed person.  

Conclusion

Keep your eyes on Jesus where they belong, and He WILL carry you through it. 

This is such an interesting thing for us to get a hold on. We should never pray for the Lord to make us strong, we should rejoice in our weakness. Our strength has to become His strength, because we do not have ANY strength of our own, we just think we do. It is His strength that strengthens us, the scripture clearly states "I can do all things through Christ that strengthens me", NOT "I can do all things"!

When we finally come to realize that the only reason that Paul could rejoice in his weakness is because his weakness kept him dependent on Jesus, then we are "basking" in God's Grace. 

Personally, my weakness is what keeps me "basking" in the Grace of God, because I HAVE TO. If I do not, then I slip back into the Law. The Grace of God is ours in Jesus Christ, so let's praise Him for His Grace and His mercy and His kindness, NONE of which we even deserve!  WE DO NOT DESERVE IT AND WE DO NOT EARN IT. The redeemed are nothing more than people whom God has saved, and is continuing to save. The moment we get confident in ourselves, we completely destroy the attitude of trusting Him. 

2 Corinthians 12:9

"The strength of God is made perfect in our weakness" 

May 2, 2004

"The guilt trip"

2 Corinthians 7:10

"for Godly sorrow produces repentance to salvation, not to be regretted; but the sorrow of the world produces death"

Introduction

Has someone ever made you feel "guilty"? 

Discussion

If someone tells you some thing you are doing is "bad", that is sorrow of the world. For example, if I told you to quit smoking because it would somehow make you "better".  

Conversely, Godly sorrow is only related to salvation, since none of us are good, no matter what we do or do not do! Only God can put godly sorrow in a person's thinking at the point where it causes them to WANT to turn to Him and receive eternal life. MAN CANNOT DO THIS!

Today we have "evangelists" that will try to get someone on a "guilt trip" or some sort of similar thing. Well, IF God is involved in the evangelists activity, and He can be, and something hits a "hot button" about the persons attitude that is totally contrary to The Word of God, then this may be used to bring about "godly sorrow", whereby a person says,  "I have been thinking totally wrong in this part of my life". This is the Godly sorrow that brings salvation.

In my own life, back when I was around 38, I knew that Jesus was working in my life to produce Godly sorrow, because I was completely wrong about something. No person was doing this to me, because nobody knew what I was doing, or even knew what I was thinking, except God. This produced a response inside of me, like looking into a mirror, so that I looked back at myself and asked the question "why can't I be the type of person that I know I ought to be"? It was all Jesus, because NOBODY was putting me on a "guilt trip". This point in my life was where godly sorrow put me to eternal life In Christ.  

Conclusion

Friends, the person that concerns me the most is someone who is playing "church", meaning they are rebelling against Truth. It is not as if they have not heard Truth, it is that they neither comprehend it or can receive it until they come to the end of themselves. The point of a person coming to the end of themselves may be the time when godly sorrow reaches them.  

I do not accept that any person who has been spiritually regenerated by receiving eternal life, which means the Holy Spirit comes into their spirit permanently, can go on in error forever. I know many people who do not have Truth living inside of them. Hopefully they will respond to Godly sorrow at some point before they die. 

May 9, 2004

"Rejection and Negativity" Part One

Luke 9:22

"The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected. . ."

Mark 12:10

"The stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief cornerstone" 

Introduction

All my life, both spiritually dead and redeemed, one thing comes back again and again as a critical issue that affects my welfare, intentional rejection. So many others say the most common disappointment they have to cope with, or the kind of thing that holds them back, is this issue of rejection. It seems to be at the top of the list for just about everyone. 

Let me make a VERY definite statement, that this writing is NOT a psychology "pep talk", or stepwise religious instructions for "warm fuzzy feelings". This is what the spiritually dead world offer, which is an imitation of the Fruit of the Holy Spirit. THE ONLY POWER AT WORK THAT I AM DISCUSSING IS THE HOLY SPIRIT OF GOD. 

I promise to finish on an "upbeat" note at the end. However, this may be a difficult subject for some of you to work through, it certainly is for me.  

Definition 

Basically, the definition of rejection for this discussion is the intentional form. There is a difference between intentional and unintentional rejection, as we;; as abandonment. These are quite different issues. 

Discussion

Why is intentional rejection such a critical issue? Why do so many experience it? Is there an "epidemic" of intentional rejection in our society? Friends, I do not have "pat" answers for these questions, but there is one thing I am certain of. ALL people have the need for UNCONDITIONAL LOVE AND ACCEPTANCE. This is what God has built into everyone, and this need CAN ONLY be met In Jesus Christ. This is not religious dogma, this is reality. The principle is simple, either have your need for unconditional love and acceptance met by faith in Jesus Christ alone, or satan offers a substitutionary lie. The redeemed are IN NO WAY immune to the false acceptance that the devil has to offer, because the redeemed DO NOT stop sinning, they are simply no longer spiritually dead.  

Jesus Christ understands rejection! If anyone understands it, Jesus understands it! He was despised and rejected of man. He was acquainted with sorrows and grief. Jesus experienced intentional rejection. 

Everybody needs to get rejection out of their life. We need to understand that ALL REJECTION IS BASED ON A LIE, that we believe by allowing someone else to define our (spiritual) value. REJECTION IS NEVER BASED ON TRUTH OR REALITY, it is ALL based on perception. Rejection is based on the perception of the experiences we have had. In almost all cases, when those experiences have been abusive, defamatory, emotionally injurious, then they have been either spiritually, physically or emotionally abusive. IF WE DEFINE WHO WE ARE BY THE LIES THAT OTHERS SPEAK ABOUT US, THEN WE WILL WALK IN A SPIRIT OF REJECTION. 

Jesus was rejected and that is a fact. We have to distinguish between the fact of rejection and our emotional response from it. NO ONE has to walk in rejection, feel rejection, live in rejection, or speak rejection in their life. REJECTION IS A LIE. Jesus Christ was rejected but the issue is not that, it is who rejected Him. Did God reject Him? (of course the answer is NO!). Father God said, "this is My Beloved Son in whom I am well pleased" What the Bible says, is that He was despised and rejected of men, specifically CERTAIN men. Consider who ho did the rejecting, was it everyone, was it everyone all the time? (the answer to both these questions is NO!). IT WAS NOT EVERYONE ALL THE TIME. IT WAS CERTAIN PEOPLE SOME OF THE TIME. This is the most crucial issue to understand. It was not everyone all the time, it was certain people some of the time. Friends, if any of you are dealing with rejection, be sure this "sinks" into your thinking.  

Whenever we are rejected, WE MUST NOT MAKE GLOBAL ASSERTIONS! We must not make broad brushstrokes about who has rejected us and why we are a rejected person. Most people who walk in rejection believe lies that others say. 

Let's consider the example of an abusive parent (emotionally or physically, they are both the same), who tells us that we are no good, we are never going to amount to anything, or we ARE WORTHLESS.  Of course you are inclined to believe this when we are a child, because as a child, we look to authority figures to speak truth into our life. Therefore, if someone is speaking lies and we believe those lies, then guess what? We become bound by those lies and FULFILL the curse of rejection that has been declared over our life. 

So how do you remove the curse of rejection? We have to go back to the point where it occurred and renounce it. Go back to the original injury. Specifically, the place in our life where we have been most deeply hurt, most deeply wounded, most deeply affected, where the worst thing has been said to us has caused the worst damage to our life. That is where we can become locked into self-definition given by by those who spoke lies over us. If we believe the lies and receive them, if we continue to walk in them, then we become victimized by them. The way for the Holy Spirit to ERASE these from our lives, is to go back to the point in time where the rejection took place. Go back to the place where you were hurt and work through the bitterness and the anger and the un-forgiveness. THE KEY TO REJECTION THAT IS TORMENTING OUR LIFE IS ROOTED IN BITTERNESS. If we do not deal with our bitterness, we  will be stuck in the suffering of rejection. 

Rejection of Jesus Christ was based on a lie. He NEVER walked in that rejection, He refused the rejection, why? Because He walked in the truth of what His Father said about Him. Father God said "I am well pleased". All Jesus needed to know was this! When Father God said He was well pleased in Jesus, what anyone else had to say was irrelevant and not even worth considering. 

Don't believe lies that people speak of us!. They are so damaging that we can be cursed with rejection before we are even born. We can be BORN with rejection. When a parent expecting a child says of that child, "I don't want this child", perhaps because it was an unplanned pregnancy and they declare over the womb, "I don't know if I want this baby", or "I don't want this baby", or "maybe we should think about getting an abortion", the parent has abandoned the child. The parent has stepped back spiritually and no longer provides a covering and protection for that child. Standing there waiting, is satan, who says, "well if you do not want that child, then I do", and satan PLACES THE SPIRIT OF REJECTION on that child. BEFORE the child ever passes through the birth canal and takes it's first breath, the spirit of rejection is upon that child. This is a horrible concept that I wish were not true, but it is, and there may be some of you out there that know what I am talking about. Some of you have hurts, disappointments and failures because before you were ever born, a spirit of rejection was put upon you.

Look at your life, look at the relationships you have had, look at how many people have rejected you. Is this just coincidence, or were you set up? In fact, were you born with that rejection, possibly coming down from your ancestors many generations back, so that you never had a fair chance to develop good or healthy or beneficial relationships? If so, you COULD NOT have had proper relationships, because every one that you went into was ALREADY infested with the lie that you were rejected. So YOU SET YOURSELF UP for rejection, and when rejection came your way, either consciously or subconsciously, YOU SAID "see I told you so", I am rejected. The point here is that you are convinced that you were rejected, but you may not have been rejected. IF YOU WALK in the spirit of rejection, when it comes upon you and people respond to the negativity of "rejection", you HAVE to go back to the source of this in your life, so the Holy Spirit can erase it from your being. 

You need to go back to the point of the rejection and pain. That place of early deep hurt in your life. If you will go to the point of this in your mind, and face the issues of hurt and anger and un-forgiveness that are there, you will be able to receive healing for your life. God will meet you at the point of the rejection. YOU HAVE TO DO THIS, because this is the only way you can get free, stay free and live free. THEN, YOU WILL KNOW HOW TO DETERMINE YOUR WORTH BY YOUR RELATIONSHIP TO JESUS, NOT BY YOUR RELATIONSHIP TO THE PERSON WHO REJECTED YOU AND CAUSED THE SPIRIT OF REJECTION TO COME UPON YOU. 

Conclusion

Let's go through this step by step.

Stop what you are thinking right now, and read this carefully.

Close your eyes. Go to the point of rejection in your life. Go back to the time, the earliest time, when someone first rejected you. It may have been a parent, a spouse, a lover, a friend, a business associate, a pastor. GO BACK THERE - HOW DID IT FEEL? Did you allow the un-forgiveness, a spirit of rejection to come upon you? (remember the spirit of rejection thrives in your bitterness) That is where the rejection is. that is where the hurt is. that is where the pain is, that is what YOU NEED TO DEAL WITH. 

 God can and will set you free, but you HAVE to be redeemed, because YOU HAVE TO have the Holy Spirit of God living inside of you. For the redeemed, it is JUST THAT SIMPLE. We have to go back there. The healing power of Jesus Christ meets you at the point of you facing the initial rejection. 

If you have gone back there, and you feel that spirit of rejection overpowering you, then remember you are a child of the only living God of the universe. You are unconditionally loved and accepted NO MATTER WHAT YOU DO OR DO NOT DO. 

The reality is all in the Holy Spirit. You need to know that you are not who the liars say that you are. You are NOT that person that someone else says you are, you are the person THAT GOD SAYS YOU ARE, a saint, a child of God, redeemed, a citizen of Heaven. All we need to do is understand our true identity, and remove the spirit of rejection from our life. 

May 16, 2004

"Talking to Jehovah witnesses and Mormons"

Philippians 2:9

"God has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name"

Introduction

Jesus did not "parade" who He was or what He really could do. The Bible says He humbled and emptied Himself (which tells us we have NOTHING in our human flesh that God can use).

In my opinion, humbling means obedience, which is becoming a servant. Jesus did only what Father God told Him to do, and He experienced every temptation. Despite this, Jesus never sinned, but He experienced every agony and torture there is. In Hebrews 12 it says He despised the shame and endured to the end. Friends, it was a humiliating process for God to come here in an "earth suit". 

Discussion

Death had nothing to do with Jesus being obedient, it carried out the Will of Father God. Jesus willingly went to the tree on behalf of all people to take away sin forever. 

There is nothing to be glorified about the actual "cross", which I do not have any jewelry that displays it, yet this is where Jesus was exalted above all people. In my opinion, the "tee" symbol is an ugly roman cross. I have researched into the issue of how Jesus was crucified, and it is my opinion (although I am not dogmatic on this) that Jesus WAS NAILED TO AN OLIVE TREE. I have found a number of other people that share my opinion, and at the risk of some of you dismissing me as "kooky", I accept that an Angel of God (looked just like any man walking down my street) came up to me several years ago and told me that Jesus was indeed crucified on a tree. If you have ever seen historical photos of a gnarled olive tree with nail marks in it, it is evidence of how the romans crucified. When Jesus was here, these gnarled olive trees were everywhere in Israel.  

The word exalted means to "lift up", and it is talking about Jesus on the tree. Basically, it implies lifting up for all to see. Interesting that where Jesus was the most humble (obedient) the Bible says He was most exalted. All of us should think about this next time we boast about a "church" or "denomination". I will never identify myself as part of some earthly church or denomination, which brings me to the point of what I am writing about this week.

This week, two people came to my front door, a middle age woman and her daughter in law, both "jehovah witnesses". They chose to argue with me, and I would only proclaim Jesus Christ, because all creation is to be submissive to Jesus Christ, which includes bending the knee and bowing to Him. Jesus is above angels and saints, people of this earth, and those under the earth, because even the demons of hell acknowledge that He is King of kings and Lord of lords. Each time a demonic spirit confronted Jesus when He was here, they called Him the Son of God. All demons know there is one Jesus Christ and they tremble. At some point in time, every spiritually dead person and demonic spirit will bow and acknowledge who He really is. 

Back to the two jehovah witnesses. They argued about who Jesus Christ is. They had no problem blurting out a statement that is worn out to death in front of so many heretical teachers of today, "Jesus is Lord", but had the wrong definition of what is meant by "Lord". Jehovah witnesses believe Jesus was an earthly lord. 1Corinthians 2 explains how the rulers of this world crucified the Lord of Glory, a statement also made about Jehovah of Israel, and the Lord of Hosts. Jesus is the Lord Jehovah of the Old Covenant (testament) and the New Covenant (testament). When I confess Jesus as Lord, I confess Him as 100% God who once came here in an "earth suit", the everlasting God masked in human flesh, the Alpha and the Omega, and The Lord God of John 1:1. This is the only God that is to be worshipped. I told the two jehovah witness women that I was going to bow my knee to the Jesus Christ of the Bible who is Lord, and asked them to do the same. THEY REFUSED, AND BEGAN TO WALK, ACTUALLY RUN AWAY FROM ME. They did not tell me why, but I know why, because they would consider this as worship of an earthly lord, not the Lord of God The Father. This is how to deal with any Jehovah witness ever encountered, ask them to confess that Jesus is Lord AND to bend the knee to Him. If they walk away, they are spiritually dead FOR CERTAIN. This is thoroughly discussed in Romans chapter 10. 

Conclusion

In my opinion, two phrases most often used by spiritually dead and deceived people are: "Jesus is Lord", and "I believe in God".

There is only one issue here, either Jesus Christ is God, or He is not.

The Bible says that if one believes in God, then they must too believe in God's testimony concerning His Son Jesus Christ. This testimony is given by the Holy Spirit, not a testimony of unclean spirits found among both Jehovah witnesses and Mormons.  

All creation is to exalt Jesus Christ, and the supreme demonstration of this was His humbleness and obedience on the tree, where He who knew no sin became sin and took away sin forever. This is the only way to receive eternal life that can never be lost. 

The only reason we were created, is to glorify Jesus Christ. If I had to make one comment about the generation of people on this earth for the last forty years, it is that it is focused upon ITSELF and IT"S ANTICHRIST. In my opinion, this entire generation is focused on self, and I used to be a part of it. Every time I counsel someone, I see this attitude of self come out of them, about how they are going to get their needs met by what they do. 

May 23, 2004

"Rejection and Negativity" Part Two

Ephesians 4:14

"do not be tossed and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of people, in the cunning craftiness by which they lie in wait to deceive" 

Matthew 6:34

"do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own things. Sufficient for the day is it's own trouble"

Introduction

The absence of a smile is often an indicator of deeper emotional conflict. I have known people that never smile or showed signs of one. They were very negative. Any of us can allow the negatives to just "blow us away", by concentrating upon them and building scenarios. It is worth asking ourselves, "how much of our self talk today was positive"? There are days that I become dismayed about negativity. Spending time spent complaining, piling up lists of statistics about what went wrong, why this did not work, why that did not take care of itself. 

Discussion

I have been accused of speaking too much to the problems of the world, and asked to be more upbeat. Well for some reason, I know many people who are deeply stressed, and desire more than a glib and meaningless "take care" at the end of our conversation. Some of them are dead now because they committed suicide. Those of us who have wrestled with financial difficulties know all to well how extreme fear and anxiety can manifest. Almost no one handles this or any other stress very well, but the good news is that in the midst of the gloom there is an answer, because THERE IS A WAY THROUGH IT ALL, not necessarily a way out. 

Life is full of escape hatches and "cop-out" opportunities. There are those that seek safety in careers, financial "nest eggs", retirement plans, and investment opportunities. How about the escape tactics of clubs. causes, crowds, and seminars (especially from spiritually dead religions). And how about amphetamines, barbiturates and mind paralyzing television watching? They all have one thing in common, they last only as long as the time it takes to to get to the next crisis.    

All of us talk to ourselves sometime. The way in which we talk to ourselves has a great deal to do with how we feel. Self talk that is negative, derogatory and critical, fosters depression. Some of us live in the fantasy that those who are visible to the public (actors and musicians) are somehow not given to these foibles, so we want to be around them and become like them. 

We need to be careful about our thoughts and emotions. Consider what portion of our self- talk is positive and what amount of time over the last week we spent living in the present. Many of us (including me) focus on past failures and accomplishments. LOOKING BACK ON MY LIFE IS A HUMILIATING EXPERIENCE. I am ashamed of it, yet how often do I focus on it. I get depressed when I focus on the past, and although all of us can do this, it is essential to live in the here and now, (sometimes, even the here and now is what bothers me!), yet we have only been given one day at a time. Too often I try to live a week at a time, but it is impossible to do. In my opinion it is better to take care of one problem at a time, because it is going to be past soon and we have the option of forgetting about it. The weakest behavior of all is when we live in the "what if?" factor. This is a misplaced focus upon what may happen in the future. Friends, each day has enough trouble on it's own. Anxiety causes a misplaced dependency upon the potential problems of the future, but because of God's severing control, tomorrow will take care of itself. Consider this when dealing with the past. Look forward to the future, but do it a day at a time, in the here and now. 

Although I try to stay away from negative thinking, I do not always succeed, and none of us is immune to the condition. Take a moment out of your day to consider how you talk to yourself, and forgiving yourself if need be. All of us have to move on from our personal failures. The way to overcome the negativity in our life is to get our eyes off ourselves, and remember what our real identity is, children of the Living God, redeemed citizens of Heaven. Unlike human beings, the Love of Jesus is perfect and the redeemed are loved and accepted by Him no matter what.  

We are currently living in a self-involved "me" generation, whose antichrist spirit of selfishness and envy is producing mental illness and death. In Philippians 2:4, Paul said to not only look to our own interest, but also to the interests of others. If I can make a suggestion, try and do something psychologically or spiritually for one another once in a while. Some people can handle the issues and some cannot. It is very fortunate to find a friend you can talk to, not to dump upon, but to share with. 

Conclusion

"Lord Jesus, help us to rest in You, latching onto the eternal life that you have covered us with, to pass through storms and waves of earthly peril. Teach us by the power of the Holy Spirit that lives inside of us, to remember that in an angry and explosive world, you are in control. In your name, Amen"  

May 30, 2004

"The fear of not being good enough"

Introduction

Since he was four years old, my son has told me about going up in the air to meet Jesus. He was saying this years before he could even read. Of course he heard some of this from conversations I have had with other pastors, believers and even spiritually dead people. But he does not say this because it was "trained" into his mind by me. He says it because the Holy Spirit that lives in his spirit confirms it to him. Contrast this to adults who may or may not be redeemed that have entire ministries based on being counted worthy of resurrection at either death or the upward call to meet Jesus in the air at the end of the Age of Grace. Friends, hundreds of millions of people are anxious with a spirit of fear about being "good enough". In my opinion this is possibly the largest single factor that has people in religious bondage to doctrines of demons and self-pride. 

Scripture written to the redeemed, that are neither Jewish nor Gentile, but one body.

Philippians 3:9,14,21

"not my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ"

"(look forward) to the upward call of God, in Jesus Christ"

"(Jesus Christ) will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious body"

Scripture written to those who will be on this earth during the time of God's judgment

Luke 12:40

"be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect"

Discussion

All four gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John), are the written account of the life and ministry of Christ to Israel UNDER THE LAW, because Jesus was born under the Law (Galatians 4:4).  The gospels are NOT the life and ministry of Christ to the redeemed. The real Church on earth (which is not associated with any building or group of people) is NOT just "one nation of people" as Israel is, but is made up of different nationalities.  The Church was non-existent during Christ's ministry, BECAUSE THE HOLY SPIRIT HAD NOT YET COME TO LIVE PERMANENTLY in the human spirit of those who received eternal life.  

The body of believers, the redeemed, are NOT under law, but under grace. The scriptures of (Matthew 5:22-24, and Matthew 10:5,6 make it very clear that Christ's ministry was to the nation of Israel only. Today, the body of Christ, the redeemed, receives teaching of resurrection and eternal life from NEW COVENANT epistles (Romans and beyond). 

Scriptures which say "the Son of Man will come at an hour you think not", are found in Luke 12:40, 21:36 and Matthew 24:42- 44. "Son of Man" is an Old Covenant Hebrew term, which was used in reference to Messiah's return to the earth in order to establish His kingdom. 

These scriptures are NOT spoken of in reference to the redeemed. ALL are in reference to Israel at the time of the second advent of Christ to the earth. They have NO reference in context to the body of believers. "Son of Man" is NEVER used in epistles written to the body of believers. The redeemed are a heavenly people, and Israel is an earthly people. Earthly promises that God made to His chosen earthly people (Israel) cannot be fulfilled in the redeemed, since they are heavenly people (Philippians 3:20-21; Colossians 1:13). Those who try and apply these scriptures to the Church do so because they do not know how to separate Israel's prophetic program, from the body of believers prophetic program. God's prophetic timing for Israel is separate from the body of believers prophetic timing.        

In the Gospels, when Jesus taught about His second advent to the earth, He made it very clear that "signs" would precede His return to the earth (Matthew. 24:4-30 and Luke 21). 

The removal of the body of believers from this earth at the end of the Age of Grace IS A SIGNLESS EVENT and could happen right now, next week, or any time in the future. 

The Jewish people are a "sign people" because of their deliverance in the Old Testament, described in Exodus. Israel came out of the Land of Egypt "with signs and wonders", which also took place during the wilderness journey, and in the Land of Canaan after crossing the Jordan river.

The signs outlined in Matthew 24 and Luke 21 are signs to the Jewish when events are taking place during the tribulation period, NOT during the Age of Grace. Jesus said in Matthew 24:33 "Even so too, when you see ALL these things, recognize that He is near, right at the door." What things?  The signs that Jesus just got done expounding upon to His disciples, which is the "Olivet discourse" text (Matthew 24:4 30). This is why the Second Advent of Jesus Christ is to the Mount of Olives in Israel. 

Jesus tells Israel about signs which will be taking place during the Great Tribulation, Matthew 24:4-30.  He wants Israel to know at that time, that the signs are "signaling and heralding" Messiah's return to the earth "He is near, even at the door" Matthew 24:33). In the Gospels, Jesus keeps telling Israel to be ready, prepared, and watching." The signs in Matthew chapter 24 have no reference to the redeemed or the Age of Grace. 

Unbelievers will NOT be ready when the Bridegroom returns to the earth, and are seen and depicted in the parable of the "ten virgins" as the "Five foolish virgins", and also in the parable of the talents as the one foolish slave, who did not believe that his master (the messiah in context) would return.  

Unbelievers at the time of Christ's Second Advent to the earth are unprepared, not ready, and not watchful, because they had not believed the message of the gospel of the kingdom, which was being preached during the Great Tribulation period, which is mentioned in Matthew 24:14. Therefore they were spiritually dead, and will not be allowed into the Kingdom when the master (Messiah) returns (Matthew 8:12;  13:37-42, 50;  24:51;  25:30, 46   22:13; and Luke 13:28). 

Jesus Christ will return at the end of the Great Tribulation to redeem the remnant of Israel (Zechariah 14:7), His elect, and gather them from the four corners of the earth (Matthew 24:22, 23, 31). 

Conclusion

The body of believers, the redeemed, are removed prior to the Second Advent of Jesus Christ to the earth.  They return with Him when He returns to the earth and establishes His kingdom (Revelation 19:11-16). This is when He will restore Israel to Himself, at which time both "He" the Messiah, and Israel will be "married" to the Land (Isaiah 62:4). 

June 6, 2004

"Does control by other people's opinion of truth cause you to suffer emotionally?"

John 8:31.32

"If you abide in My Word. .  you shall know the truth. . .and the truth shall make you free"

Introduction

The fall of Adam and Eve in the garden of Eden was departure from the truth. There is a reason the devil is called the father of all lies. 

God's will for the redeemed is that they learn as much as they can about Jesus from His Word. Other people's opinions, and many of the "commentary" type books can be like television programs, time consuming but low on benefit. Friends, I do not have anything to say on these written pages either because The Holy Spirit is who does the teaching, not me.  

Discussion

What does it mean to be set free? 

This is quoted quite a bit, however the real issue is where do we go to find truth? Remember when Pilate's response to Jesus was "what is truth"? 

How are we ever going to be able to tell what truth is, especially as it relates to origins and morality? There are all kinds of people involved in the "new age" movement where everybody is happy and everybody is loving and all this type of thing, and they believe "it". Well, where did they get "it" from? What is the source of their information? Well in my opinion, the universal response given is that they "kind of feel that way".

The first step here is to determine where to go for a source of truth. 

The Word of God has been in existence for a great deal of time, and basically has been on the "best sellers list" for centuries in some countries. There is an undeniable testimony of changed lives (including me) for at least two thousand years from Jesus forward, not to mention the changed lives prior to Jesus walking the earth. The only conclusion I can come to is that the Bible has validity to it. 

Jesus testified He is God, and He said His Word is truth and it will set us free. I stand on the truth of that alone. Where I go to find truth is not in the Reader's Digest, nor in any literature, but in the Bible itself. That is where I found the truth that set me free.  

June 13, 2004

"Homosexuality"

1 Corinthians 6:11

"Some of you (who are now redeemed) were (spiritually dead) but you are now covered by the   righteousness of Jesus Christ (no matter what you do or do not do)" 

Introduction

When a person discloses they are "gay" (homosexual), they often proclaim they will have no friendship with others or a relation with their parent(s), unless the lifestyle they have chosen is accepted. What about the reverse of this question? What if the person being given an ultimatum is a bigot by saying that they will have nothing to do with the gay individual because of the choice of lifestyle? Both options are totally of the devil. I would never reject anyone who told me they were gay, because that is not of Jesus. I know several gay people and I know what they are doing is rebellious against Jesus but in no way does this hinder my caring about them. I am always opon to talk about any aspect of this with others. 

Friends, I am very disturbed by self-righteous and ignorant types that proclaim such disgusting things such as "all (fill in the derogatory description) are going to hell". I see these kind of people all the time. Any gay person that I reason with is treated with total respect. 

Background

Homosexuality is learned behavior. I have love for other men and even my dog, but I do not have sexual relations with them. 

Homosexual men can find twenty sexual partners a night in a bath house. Lesbian women are recruited into the lifestyle by a friendship/relationship that over time "puts the move on them". Usually when a woman is at a vulnerable point in her life, the recruiter puts lesbian temptation before them. In both cases, since homosexuality can not be propagated, recruitment is the only option.  

Recently, there have been many same sex couples seeking marriage licenses. Homosexuals by the thousands are filing for them. One day last month, about a thousand applied in an eastern US state and two thirds of them were women. The age range was from 19 to 75 and the median was 43. 

The momentum for gay marriages has been building for years. The province of Ontario in Canada was the first to rule that gay marriages were acceptable, followed by the courts of British Columbia Canada. They both began issuing marriage licenses for homosexuals. The state of Vermont USA passed legislation permitting "gay civil unions" about four years ago. This was very radical at that time to do so, however it "softened" up public perception of the issue. Today there is legal recognition of gay partner-ships and civil unions remain a sort of middle ground. This concept mimics the exact way the devil works, which is to push things so far to one side, that the public is happy to settle on a middle ground that at one time was radical ground. The public perceptions of gays and lesbians is rapidly changing, especially in North America. In a poll done by the Los Angeles Times people were asked if they agree or disagree with the statement "Homosexuality is determined by genetic pre-disposition so therefore it is wrong to discriminate against someone's biology". Approximately 50% of those polled agreed with this statement.  

Romans Chapter 1

The issue of homosexuality has nothing to do with public opinions, it is about biblical principle. In my opinion, any one who teaches the Word of God, or does inner healing and exorcism, HAS to have an understanding of the biblical passages on this subject. Every child of God who has compassion towards people has to know how to deal with homosexuality. All teachers are going to deal with people who have homosexual urges, inclinations and identities. There is no way to help others with inner healing without an understanding of this issue. 

The Word of God means exactly what is says in Romans chapter one starting at verse nineteen. "That which may be known of God is manifest. . ." means that EVERY human being today is without excuse. It talks about those who turn their backs to God (rebellious) who knew God but do not glorify Him (accept Jesus as Truth) becoming fools. In verse 24 it gets very strong, "God gave them up. . .", and the word "uncleanness in the Greek means "sexual perversion", not washing dirt off the hands. The truth being rejected is that Jesus created Adam and Eve, a male and a female for companionship and if desired, pro-creation of humanity. The Bible is clearly saying that the reason so much homosexual agenda is in the world today is because God has said to them "If you want to do it (be gay) then do it". 

The three kinds of homosexuals

Do you know what these groups are? Let me tell you:

1) Those who say they were born homosexual. This is a total lie and it is not true because nobody is born this way. It is possible that pre-natally there can be a pre-disposition towards homosexuality as a result of the rejection of the sexual identity of a child in the womb. I do believe that hormones can do strange things if for example a mother wants a girl and she has a boy. She may think and feel and express the emotion of rejection towards the male child. This is as close as I can come to explain the concept of those who feel they were born gay. These people claim it is in their genetics. It is possible they were influenced by a generational curse that was spoken over them or inherited by them by a parent or previous generation. For sure it is a generational ancestral curse if the person says they were born that way and have always felt that they are homosexual. It is so much in the bloodline because all that child's ancestors were living under that curse. 

2) Those who say they were forced to be homosexual. This is the group that openly admits they were molested or sexually violated, and the majority of gays fall into this category. Even those that say they have not been molested may be unable to remember because of a dissociative identity disorder. When the memory is so disturbing of something, God has created the ability of the soul to fragment into pieces, in order to put away the destructive incident in a piece of the person that they are not aware of. This is to disconnect the person from the trauma. 

3) Those who choose to live a homosexual lifestyle. This is where the danger of public acceptance of homosexuality manifests. Gay lifestyle has become rather popular in college campuses today. The pitch made is "try it". The attitude is "how do you know unless you try it?". Well if someone goes to the top of a 50 storey building and jumps off the top, then they will know what it feels like to fly through the air before they plummet to their death? For the same reason that very few would try this, why would they try homosexuality? 

Root causes of homosexuality

It is a lie that any person is born gay or lesbian, or they have something in their genetics that causes it. The original research on this (circa 1993) was later repudiated because those reseachers were homosexuals with an agenda. There is absolutely no proof of predisposition, yet much of the public believes it is true. The concept is that the homosexual is born that way, not a free will decision. 

According to this reasoning, adulterers, pedophiles, thieves and witches would have to be born that way, which is just as ludicrous. What if a pedophile or an incestor argues in a court of law that they were involuntarily pre-disposed by being born that way? This would mean there are to be no laws against pedophiles or molesters of children, if they could prove they were born that way. A fact of conditioned human behavior is that if something is said enough times over and over, then people accept it as a truth. Approximately half of the US population opposes an amendment to the constitution regarding gay marriages.  

I believe that the influence of parental rejection and generational curses can alter a child, not that they are born that way, but the curse has predisposed them to be susceptible to homosexuality. 

Sometimes children are raised in environments where there is gender identity confusion. Households where nobody knows who is who and what is what. 

A significant factor is inappropriate sexual information and activity. If someone thrusts inappropriate activity upon a child (such as molesting one another) or feeds pornographic sexual information to a child that is too young there are all kinds of potential problems. If either of the parents views pornography, it is up to them to keep it away from their children in their early years. 

In the case of male homosexuality, abandonment by the Dad and/or smothering by the mom definitely sets the boy up for a gay lifestyle. 

In the case of female homosexuality (lesbianism), if from the Dad there is an improper paternal relationship (lust and incest that is implied EVEN if never actually committed) then the girl grows up DETESTING the attention of men. On the other hand if the Mom is inattentive to the child the setup for gay lifestyle is also formed. 

Conclusion

Today, every single person knows or has a family member that is homosexual. 

This issue has NOTHING to do with inclination, pre-disposition or desires. It is entirely rooted in the response that a person has to their desires. The devil can NOT make any person do anything, they have to choose of their own free will. Whether or not a person yields to homosexual behavior is the only factor. Every human being has all kinds of desires, this is not only about homosexuality. There are all kinds of things that people choose to embrace and justify. NO person is going to spend eternity separated from God who is Jesus Christ due to ANY sin they have committed, except for the sin of unbelief (rejection of Jesus). ALL sins were TAKEN away forever on the tree where Jesus proclaimed "It is finished". 

Jesus Christ is the way, the truth and eternal life. To any person out there who is gay, I have only one course of action to offer. Ask Jesus for eternal life and leave everything else up to Him. That is what faith is, trusting Jesus Christ completely no matter what. He will not fail you, leave you, or forsake you because He is God. 

It is disappointing to me that there are so many "gutless" preachers out there today that will not talk about the gay issue, will not deal with it, or will not confront it. The result of this is the control of their minds thoughts and emotions has been rendered to the devil. This opens the door for an attack on them from a demon of perversion. This is strong language but however the proof of this condition is overwhelming today.   

June 20, 2004

"The Holy Spirit (part one)"

Hebrews 8:12

"For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more" 

Introduction

I plan to discuss pornography in the July 4th writing. 

This word comes from the root "pornea" and does become a huge demonic stronghold over many, including redeemed people. Six thousand years of human behavior has proven that no one can expect to succeed by their own effort of "doing this and not doing that". The only way for any human being to discern or change is dependent upon the Holy Spirit of God, therefore let's examine that subject first.

Discussion

When does the Holy Spirit enter a redeemed person?

The message of God's Grace, and understanding the difference between Law and Grace is one of the newness of life In Jesus Christ. The resurrected life of Jesus is the redeemed life, and that identity is NOT one of a presbyterian, baptist, catholic, charismatic, or even a "christian" (since that term has become so misused today, it has become meaningless). In my opinion is pathetic when redeemed people identify themselves under one of the religious names, instead of who they really are, children of the living God. Christian is a man made name, God calls the redeemed His children.

There is only one solution to the struggles with legalism and religion. Allowing the Spirit of God to reveal truth. You cannot do this when you say I don't need the Sprit of God to reveal truth, "I am going to go and learn it on my own". Basically speaking, this is what people mean today when they say they are "spiritual". These sorts become students of what something says without a clue as to what it means. All you have to do is read something and you know what it says. A computer knows what the Bible says. An actor knows what the Bible says. they can learn the lines and do an entire play without having a clue as to the meaning of what they are saying. There are all kinds of people that I come across who sing songs and say prayers and parrot lines at Christmas time like "Emmanuel God with us", without having a clue as to what it means. We have to put our faith in what the Bible means, not what it says. Anything that is verbalized has a meaning to it. Paul said this, "I suppose there are all kinds of languages, but none without meaning", which is why a redeemed person puts their faith in what the Word of God means. If we do not know what it means, then our faith is misplaced. Two people can read the identical words, both knowing what it says, but one persons faith is placed in a wrong meaning and the other in a correct meaning. This is why we have all these denominations of religion.  

In John 3:9 it talks about being born of the Spirit. No one can enter the Kingdom of God (which incidentally takes place immediately at redemption, not some future date) unless they are born of water and the Spirit. That is because flesh which is born of water (the water of the birth sac in the mother's womb, NOT baptism) and the Spirit gives birth to the spirit. You and I were born in a sac of water (the natural birth). Flesh gives birth to flesh, spirit gives birth to spirit. So you have to be born naturally and then you have to be born spiritually. Nicodemus understood what Jesus was saying, because he asked "am I supposed to climb back into the womb of my mother and be born again?" This has been thrown all over the place, especially among people who want to teach baptismal regeneration. They grab a hold of this verse and proclaim baptism, knowing what this passage says but not knowing what it means.

The Holy Spirit comes to indwell the redeemed at the moment of spiritual birth. The book of Ephesians talks about making every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit, there is one body, there is one Spirit, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all who is over all and through all and in all. If the Holy Spirit of God does not live in a person, they are spiritually dead and don't belong to the redeemed. No one can be born again without the indwelling of the Holy Spirit of God. This is what annihilates this absurd teaching that says one day a person is born again and the next day they receive the Spirit. There is only one Spirit, not multiple spirits that come to indwell at different times. 

There is also a difference between being indwelt by the Spirit and being filled with the Spirit. To be indwelt by the Spirit is critical, it happens at a point in time in your human history when you are born again and accept eternal life. This is when the Spirit of God "baptizes" or places you into the Body of Christ. That is what it means to be "In Christ". 

Being filled by the Spirit means allowing yourself to be controlled by Him. Ephesians 3 tells us that this filling means to allow yourself to be controlled by the Love of God. That is what controlled Jesus all the time, it is what controls the redeemed SOME of the time. Scripture says the only thing that counts is faith being controlled by love, in other words the redeemed have no righteousness of their own, it is ALL from God. The concept of being filled with the Spirit is taught so incorrectly by many, because they form their doctrine from one verse here and one verse there, reciting what the scripture says and forming their own conclusion, without having a clue about what the verses mean. All scripture has to be spiritually discerned, which means only the Holy Spirit of God can reveal the meaning. A redeemed person learns to allow the Holy Spirit to control them when they are allowing themselves to be filled with the Holy Spirit. Incidentally, the Holy Spirit NEVER departs from the redeemed of the Age of Grace, He gets ignored by the redeemed person, and some ignore Him more than others.  

June 27, 2004

"The Holy Spirit (part two)"

Hebrews 8:12

"For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more" 

Discussion

1 John 3:9 says "whosoever is born of God (the transition from spiritual death to eternal life) does not sin for His seed remains in him". Our human spirit is where we are born again. and that spirit can not sin, because that is where Jesus's spirit is living in us. The spirit of a redeemed person cannot sin because God's seed, Jesus Christ is there. The soul and body does sin, and may even have demonic spirit associations, especially is the person is a dissociation identity, which is usally a multiple personality disorder. Their soul is fragmented into distinct sections, and some of those sections can have demonic afflictions, or be far more controlled by the devil in order to commit repetitive sins. 

As far as the single human spirit goes, it canNOT dissociate, and the new life In Jesus Christ is sinless because that is Christ's life living in us. On the other hand that sinless life of Christ is only one part of a body of human flesh that contains indwelling sin. The best way to interpret this is to understand what sin is, and in the scripture, the definition of sin started in the Garden of Eden. In the garden, sin was not disobedience to the Law, because there was no Law. Sin is that which is not of faith which translates to unbelief in Jesus Christ. The books of John are dealing with faith, specifically putting faith in Jesus. If a person is truly born again it is impossible to go on in unbelief because you have been born of God. To suggest this would be like someone saying they believe in Jesus one day, and saying they did not the next day. If someone says they do not believe in Jesus the next day, then they never did believe in the first place, because they obviously never exercised the kind of faith that would bring about a change to accept eternal life, which means they are a professor but not a possessor. No child of God can go on in unbelief, because it is an impossibility. 

The devil is the initiator of all sin. so when redeemed people do what is sinful (this includes EVERY one) is being led (but NOT controlled) by the devil at that particular moment. Every time a person sins (redeemed or not) they are yielding to satan. This is an important thing to realize, because so many of us have this tendency to say about sin "well you know we are all human". This is true, but the issue is "should a redeemed person go on sinning so that Grace should abound?" The reason Paul said "God forbid" to this was because it means the redeemed person is being led by the devil. A redeemed person that turns themselves over to sin is being mastered by it. This is a very different thing than just going out and committing a sin. In other words the redeemed can commit a sin and say "Oh, well, Jesus took it away (which is true). 

Hebrew 8:12 explains that on this side of the tree (cross), God is NOT dealing with anybody on the basis of forgiveness of sin. Spiritually dead (unsaved) people are those that are walking in unbelief, which is the ONLY sin that needs to be repented of today to accept eternal life. Before they repent of the sin of unbelief in the resurrected life of Jesus Christ becoming their hope of glory, they are being completely mastered by satan in this area. 

The whole point of redeemed children of God learning to listen to the Holy Spirit of God living inside of them is so that they learn to listen as an overall desire to change. I am NOT talking about just doing something sinful once in a while and here and there. There is all kinds of confusion about this concept. Some people become so self-righteous that they think by "doing this and not doing that", they are somehow pleasing to God. 

All have fallen short of the Glory of God, and NO ONE is righteous, NO NOT ONE! There is NOTHING that any redeemed person can do in and of themselves to please God. The converse of this is a redeemed person who tries to say the devil made them do it (which is false because all people do everything of their own free will), or to just think anything is okay. There is no condemnation to those who are redeemed, but the physical body of that redeemed person is susceptible to all kinds of consequences (some are fatal) to their actions. This is why satan tempts redeemed people, if they can be mastered by him in a certain area and if he can move them towards physical death as a result of their temptation, then he has succeeded in removing the availability of that person to be used by Jesus. 

Pornography is available and obvious all around us. It has affected both redeemed and spiritually dead people, some of them in powerful ways. Let's consider this issue next week. 

July 4, 2004

"Love For Sale"

Hebrews 10:17

"their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more" 

Introduction

There is a redeemed and married man from the area I live in who wrestled with drugs, alcohol and pornography addiction from the age of 14 to 33. Pornography addiction is when sexual gratification (for example-the male release) can ONLY be obtained from arousing images or sounds of a pornographic "assembly". This is a very different circumstance than a man enjoying or even being excited by a pleasing image or sound of a woman. Jesus created males to respond to females.   

When Jesus was here in an earth suit, teaching under the Law, He said that if a man so much as looked at a woman with desire, they had committed fornication. He slso said any woman who ever got angry was guilty of murder. This wipes out any hope for humans to be righteous in their own effort. It is crucial to understand that all have fallen short of the Glory of God and no one is righteous. Redeemed people are only declared righteous before God, but continue to live in a body of sin and death until such time they receive their eternal body, at either physical death or being taken up to meet Jesus in the air. This weeks writing is not a discussion of "don't do this and don't do that". Instead of any of the self-effort message of religion, all that matters is to keep our eyes on Jesus, and trust Him by faith to do what He promised to do, love and accept the redeemed, His children, no matter what.    

Discussion

How do I bring my thoughts under control?

No one is going to "stop" the attacks of satan upon the redeemed. The method of the wicked one is always the search for a weakness, in order to deceive, divide and destroy.

Most of us have all five of our senses. Consider first the senses other than sight and sound. If you have a cat or a dog, then you know what it feels like to pet it, but how would you describe petting in words to someone? Think about eating something, as opposed to describing to someone what it tastes like. Think about the fragrance of a flower as opposed to describing to someone what it smells like. All these examples have the same thing in common, when their presence is not in your grasp, it is virtually impossible to duplicate in words or description what each one is like. 

Sight and sound are totally different however. Our senses of sight and hearing do not have to have the presence of something to experience them. Sound can be used to create music and songs. Sight can be used to create images and clips and movies in our head. All we have to do is think about sights and sounds to easily re-create songs and movies in out thoughts and mind and emotions. Because of these abilities, the distinction between whether sights and sounds are really taking place, or whether we are imagining that they are taking place becomes vague. Our bodies respond predictably to stimulations of sight and sound whether they enter through our eye and ear gate, or are recalled in our thoughts. We can see and hear things in reality, or we can imagine we are seeing and hearing things.

This is exactly why it can be so dangerous in regards to what we see and hear, because it never actually leaves as long as it can be brought back to our memory. Therefore, the devil is going to strive to keep the kinds of sights and sounds that blur the control of our thoughts as much as possible. Men in particular are stimulated by sight, so if an incorrect response to a woman's attraction can be initiated, reinforced, and promoted, it literally becomes an integral part of the thoughts and emotions of that person. This is why pornographic images and sounds should never be made available to children, since children lack maturity in their responses.  

Those who form destructive and additive fixations to pornographic images and sounds literally spend their entire day and even life, re-creating scenes and sounds in their imagination. 

Only redeemed people can identify the devil's presence around them, because it requires the Holy Spirit. The devil is like a creeping insect hiding under a rock or log on the ground. Pick up the cover, and the insect runs away to hide again. Resist the devil and he will flee. 

Unfortunately, the majority of this world is spiritually dead. The approach of a spiritually dead world can only ever be to put people under the Law (this is God's design by the way), and tell them "not to do this and not to do that". Because of the inability of any person to uphold the law, this world is filled with peple who are addicted to all kinds of things. Spiritually dead people have no hope whatsoever in trying to better themselves in their own efforts, and actually redeemed people are just as hopeless! Jesus Christ is the only answer for anybody, because by the presence of the indwelling Holy Spirit in the human spirit, redeemed people have the opportunity to renew their mind, thoughts and emotions. 

If you or someone you know is struggling with addiction to something, they will be set free by accepting eternal life from Jesus Christ, the free gift of Grace. This is why the Word of God says "The Truth (Jesus) will set you free". 

Conclusion

Jesus took away the sins of the entire world on the tree (cross). If at any time in our life, we accept resurrected life (eternal life) from Jesus, then the only thing that could cause that life to be taken from us would be to sin. Because the sin of the entire world was taken away, it is impossible to lose eternal life. 

If you have The Son, you have eternal life. There are no "nasty nine" or "dirty dozen" sins that affect a redeemed persons standing in the righteousness of Christ that covers them. 

All of us sin and will continue to do so. There may be physical consequences to sin, for example, redeemed people can do something that may cause them to go to prison. But spiritually, all sins have been taken away forever, never to be brought up again by God. There is no hope in thinking that the consequences of our sins down here will somehow go away or diminish. It makes no difference how "good" or "bad" a person you are, from God's standpoint, all of your sin (past, present and future) was taken away at the tree. Regardless of how long you sin, or how long other people bring up your past, remembering everything is just pointing a finger at you or someone else. The redeemed have to function by faith and not feelings. Faith says, "Jesus, since you were raised from the dead to give life to me, you are my hope of glory and eternal life". Faith says. "Jesus I do not have to ask you to forgive me again or ask you to come into my spirit again, because the former was completed on the tree, and the latter was completed by resurrection".  

July 11, 2004

"Is a Roman Catholic redeemed?"

John 6:53 

". . . unless you eat the flesh of (Jesus) and drink His blood, you have no life in you" 

Introduction

In my opinion, as people become more of a failure in Catholicism (or any religion), an opportunity to find eternal life increases.  

The only righteousness that I, or any redeemed person has, is that of Jesus Christ. We have none of our own, and we are not made righteous (we are only declared that way). Those that follow "religious righteousness" often walk in pride and arrogance. Redeemed people are no more righteous twenty years later, than they were twenty minutes after accepting eternal life. 

Declared righteousness comes only by faith in Jesus Christ. Romans 3:23 "wipes out" and negates the entire religion of Roman Catholicism. This is not meant to be derogatory to any person who is "catholic", but the Roman Catholic system of theology and salvation is built on one thing, that you can be made righteous in this life. The teaching of keeping "seven sacraments" such as the Eucharist, abstinence from sex, attending mass, confessing sins to a priest, and so on, is for somehow escaping "purgatory" and hell, to find "eternal bliss" in Heaven, because of what you have done. This kind of doctrine is based entirely on being made righteous by self-effort (The Law). Catholicism teaches that your life is likened to a giant cup into which the Grace of God is poured, by way of sacraments being upheld. False hope is rooted in thinking one day your cup will be "filled" and you will make it to Heaven. The fact of the matter here is that this is a violation of the meaning of righteous (being justified) from The Word of God. 

Background 

Roman Catholicism 

Catholicism came out of Greek Orthodoxy, the Greek church was the one that gained political power in Greece, which meant that people expanded into missionary activity directed at Rome (related to the dominance of Rome in that day), and it became like a  "church" named after a city. The "church" in Rome wanted a pope, but the Greek Orthodoxy did not believe in that, so they ex-communicated each other. Roman Catholicism was based entirely on political structures and had nothing to do with being redeemed (being born again as described in John 3:3-3:6). 

The Catholic Eucharist is not literal and there is nothing in the Word of God that justifies the "Eucharist". I would ask any follower of Catholicism to explain the justification of taking a wafer and saying that it is the "body of Christ" being transformed. If that is the way Christ comes to live in you, he isn't going to stay very long if you have a digestive system! How can it be any more mystical to think that a wafer in the mouth will turn into Jesus? The Eucharist is nonsense, and has been since the day it was promoted. It was never taught in the early church in any way, shape or form, rather it is something that came around from a state-wide type of religion that ultimately evolved into Catholicism. 

Protestantism

The protestant reformation was not about liturgy or singing. The average "protestant church" of the reformation days was almost the same as a catholic service. There was still no freedom to be found. The theological issue at hand was one of whatever controlled peoples minds, specifically, how would any human being be declared righteous before God? 

Unfortunately, the sacrament of confession of sins before a priest has been re-worked into 1 John 1:9 being used as a "spiritual bar of soap" in order to get "more righteous". The devil uses the same methods over and over because they work so well to fool people. 

There are "church" people by the millions who think they are better because of what they do. Pray more, witness more, read the Bible more, all which somehow makes one more righteous. 

Discussion

Dr. Luke 7:29 describes lost people who are going to become saints, which is why they are going to get baptized as an outward expression of their faith. They are declaring God is righteous through what He has done through Jesus Christ. Religious systems and especially the catholic church, “retranslates” this, because they know it condemns the entire view that they have of the word righteous. 

Righteous, or justified, is found in five different grammatical forms in the New Covenant, and my eternal life (and yours) is dependent on the meaning. There is no question about this in my mind, justified means to be declared righteous. You and I can never be righteous except by the righteousness of Jesus Christ. We have no righteousness of our own, and we are not made righteous until the day our body dies or we are taken up to meet Jesus in the air (1 John 3:2). NONE of us are actually MADE righteous UNTIL we ACTUALLY "move" into a apiritual body. If you want to be MADE righteous right now, then just die! Then and only then, you will be absolutely righteous, the way God intended. Right now, the actual righteousness of Jesus Christ is not transferable, and all redeemed people sin and have nothing to offer God by their own effort. However, the redeemed are DECLARED righteous before God, by what HE (Jesus Christ) did. Jesus Christ IS righteous (Psalm 119, Psalm 145, and 1 John 3:7). Jesus Christ is PERFECT IN EVERYTHING, and has NEVER EVER committed an un-righteous act! Because of the covering of the righteousness of Jesus Christ, the redeemed are declared righteous before Father God. Their life does change, not to perfection, but enough to make an obvious difference. If you are born again, the evidence of a change in you due to the presence of Jesus Christ living in your human spirit as the Holy Spirit will be evident. The unmistakable evidence of this is that no redeemed person can possibly hate another redeemed person who is in the Body of Christ. This is actually the only commandment given in the New Covenant, and indwelling of The Holy Spirit of God is the only way to keep it! How amazing that God tells us what His Will is for us, and lives in us to achieve it, since we are so hopeless!

Conclusion

The actual Church or Body of Christ is in Heaven right now. There is a remnant down here until the Day of The Lord begins (the end of the Age of Grace) which will require faith plus works once again. When describing the part of The Body of Christ still here on earth, the redeemed, why would anyone think they needed to belong to a denomination? The way you are a part of the Body of Christ is by accepting eternal life from Jesus Christ. 

Someone who follows Roman Catholicism, Protestantism (or any religion) as a way and a means of redemption cannot be saved. Jesus cannot save anyone when they think something else redeems them. This is the sadness, people are so deceived, because they live in fear that if they ever left their "church" or "religion", that they would lose their "(false) salvation". Salvation has never, and will never be associated with belonging to a denominational church or a system of religion. 

It have discovered that many of the people who have been brought up in a denomination have a desire for God, but they get into a bondage of being taught that their denomination is the "true church". This only serves to alienate people further from Jesus.

When Jesus Christ said that He is the Bread of Life, it had nothing to do with eating bread. Jesus is the Word of God, and He said to feed upon this. The Holy Spirit is the author of the Word of God, so He teaches the redeemed what the Word of God means when they read it. There is no other way to learn doctrine from the Bible. This is what it means when it says not to lean on our own understanding, but in all things acknowledge Him and He will direct our paths. 

The Holy Spirit uses The Bible to make you and me convinced of our relationship to Jesus Christ. The more I read, the more I study, I become overwhelmed by the Ministry of The Holy Spirit through The Word, and there is not a single doubt in my mind about any of it. 

I am not saying anything here against those who are in catholic churches, protestant churches, and religions. I am making a statement against teaching and the doctrines of what they may be taught as part of them. I avoid discussions of whether to be a catholic or a protestant. The only two distinctions are spiritually dead and those who have accepted the free gift of eternal life from Jesus Christ. There is only one message to offer, the need for a trust relationship with Jesus Christ, separate from any denomination or religion. 

July 18, 2004

"Is it time to rename Los Angeles?"

1 John 2:18

". . even now antichrists (those against Jesus) have come . ."

Psalm 53:1

". . the fool has said there is no God. ." 

1 Corinthians 1:18

" . . the message of the cross is foolishness to those that are perishing. ." 

Introduction

A group wants to change the names of cities like San Antonio and Los Angeles. Should redeemed people be involved in this? 

Discussion

The founding fathers of the United States established a separation of Church and State in order that there would not be anything such as the (state) "Church of England" in America. This has been so twisted and distorted at present, that few (if any) understand this.

The separation of state and church is not to keep Christ out of the Government, it is to keep leadership out of religion. This was the intent of the United States Constitution.  Today, some "liberal" groups have an agenda to get Christ out of peoples lives. 

In the history of the United States, when the pledge of allegiance was recited, if there was a group of people that wished not to participate, they simply left the room. They did not ostracize those who chose to state their pledge. Belief in Jesus Christ was respected. 

In the history of Canada, if there was a prayer time set aside at the beginning of school, someone who did not want to participate could remain silent. I do not recall anybody "attacking" one another over the issue of whether they did or did not pray to Father God.

It is important that whoever designates people that receive lifetime appointments in the area of legality be chosen appropriately. Any leader who considers themselves elite in regards to the people, usually based on a education of sorts, may proclaim that everyone should simply hand over their money to them, and they will take care of everything. This is the root of a "liberal" type of politics. When a "liberal" situation exists, there can be much rhetoric and discussion of matters that have little relevance to the good of a country. 

Conclusion

I doubt that there will be a change to the names of cities such as San Antonio, or San Diego, or Las Angeles, but there are groups trying to make such a change. In my opinion, it is worthwhile for all redeemed people to have an explanation for the hope that lives inside of them, which is opposed to any group taking a stand to remove references to God and Jesus Christ. 

Any group that will not acknowledge that there is a God is foolish according to the Word. The reality of this is that believers are defending themselves against groups and organizations that the Bible says are made up of fools. 

July 25, 2004

Do people "go to hell" if they commit "deadly sins"?

Revelation 20:15

" And if any was not found written in the Book of (spiritual) Life, they were cast into the lake of fire"

Introduction

Some teach that you don't get into Heaven if you do any of "those things" listed in the Book of Romans. Friends, there will always be both spiritually dead and redeemed people that commit these sins. The difference is that those with eternal life will never lose it and spiritually dead people never had it, even though all their sins were taken away at the tree. All people are born into this world with the wrath of God upon them. Any person who does not repent of the sin of unbelief in Jesus Christ and receive eternal life by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, remains spiritually dead and sends themselves to outer darkness (hell) at the time when their physical body of flesh dies.

Discussion

Basically, all of us need to get our mind off ourselves, because we are not that important.

The only sin that requires repentance (in order to receive eternal life) is unbelief in Jesus. An example of this unbelief would be proclaiming that He did not take away the sins of the world by His propitiation, which was infinitely more than atonement.  

All redeemed people have their name written in the Lamb's Book of Life, and it cannot be erased, no matter what. The issue for redeemed people is not whether they are going to heaven (which is already settled), the issue is whether or not they are consistent with their identity as a child of God. This means agreeing with God concerning their sin nature, and has NOTHING to do with being "good" or "bad", since none of us has any righteousness of our own. 

Any person that tells you of "going to hell" because of sinful behavior may be going there themselves, because they have not accepted the finality of the work of Jesus on the tree to take away the sins of the entire world. 

Even Paul said in Romans that he did the things he did not want to do. He said this because sin lived in him, just like it lives in every person on this earth, including the redeemed. Paul's problem was identified as indwelling sin. Any person saying that those who keep on sinning are going to hell is under the Law. The entire chapter of Romans 7 is about a person under the Law. The reference Paul used was that of a wretched man who needed to be freed from the law of sin and death. The answer to this was "thanks be to Jesus Christ", who removed all condemnation, in order to be indwelt by Him in their human spirit as the Holy Spirit. This is why it said the "law of the Spirit of Life" has set redeemed people free from the law of sin and death. 

Forget about what you are or are not doing. If you have come to Him by faith, then allow Him to train you in His Word. The dumbest person in the world is someone who knows that something is ruining them, but keeps doing it anyway. The deception of the devil is to convince a person, redeemed or not, that something that is destructive to them is needed in order to bring them peace or calm them down. Jesus Christ is everything that a redeemed person needs for life and for godliness so trust Him, not your own understanding. 

When you become a redeemed child of God, you can be taught the truth of the Word of God. The goal of being trained in the Word of God is to trust Him in every way, not to try and achieve a sinless life. Forgiveness and eternal life has to be a settled issue in a redeemed person, or they are still spiritually dead. If anyone is In Christ, they are a new creation and old things have passed away. They are no longer under the Law, or under the wages of sin, which is death, all things have become new, and they are under the Grace of God, able to walk in the newness of life that has been given to them you In Jesus. This gives a redeemed person the opportunity to participate in the divine nature that lives in them. Anybody, redeemed or not, still has all freedom to participate in the sin nature of their human body. Therefore, that is the conflict. Is the response to this to start questioning our salvation? The only issue is that Jesus is going to be with us through all our failures, and we trust Him to bring us to our senses when we fail miserably. The way we do this is to be trained by Him from the Word of God. The Holy Spirit of God has to be a part of ALL those who are redeemed. Whether a person has been redeemed for one minute or fifty years, the process of allowing the Holy Spirit to teach them can begin. For me, that meant admitting to God that I was hopeless to do anything on my own. We can never walk in love until we realize His unconditional love for us. Then whenever we hear some person telling us because we  are sinning we might go to hell, we recognize this as someone who is denying the finality of God's Grace. The person saying this is the one living in unbelief. It is impossible to function in both love and fear at the same time. Perfect love casts away fear, fear casts away perfect love. The Love of God is quenched in our minds when we are living in fear. When it goes on in Romans about those who do "these things" will not see the Kingdom of God, the subject is spiritually dead people. The reason these people will not see the Kingdom of God is NOT because they are doing these things, it is because they are spiritually dead. That is why they are doing these things in the first place. This does not mean a redeemed person cannot do some of these things anymore than it means a non-believer can do some good things that everybody looks at and gives praise for.  

Conclusion

How could anyone who is going to Heaven teach that their sins are not forgiven? This is nothing more than a denial of the Son of God. According to Jesus, this is the unforgivable sin of the world, not the "seven deadly or nine nasty or filthy five" sins that all of us can do. 

Jesus said His Word will set you free. Friends, get into the Word and let the Holy Spirit teach it to you. 

August 1, 2004

Buddhism is a reason to be afraid of the dark

John 8:12 

"Jesus spoke to them saying, I am the light of the world: he that follows me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life"

Introduction

Richard Gere and Tina Turner are prominent advocates of Buddhism. Known only to me was a man who I discussed Buddhism with less than twenty four hours before he died. There was no indication at the time we talked that anything was wrong with his health. That day was indeed the day of salvation for him. 

Discussion

Buddhism is a rapidly growing faith in America today. There are more centers (per capita) of "learning and retreat" in some cities here, than in Asia (with hundreds of millions of followers). 

Buddhism does not state the truth: ALL people are sinners and have fallen short of the Glory of God. There is no sin in Buddhism, so there is no savior in Buddhism, and it does not tell anyone that they need a savior. The teaching is that people are supposed to find "Buddha", "the light", and "the knowledge within". 

Basically Buddhism states three things. All of life is suffering, desire causes that suffering, and if you get rid of desire you get rid of suffering. 

Friends, I can not speak for "Buddha", but if all of his life was suffering, it was radically different from mine. Sure there are some tough spots, some uncomfortable things, and yes, life is not always a "bed of roses"! The joy of the Lord, which is the Fruit of The Holy Spirit is my strength. No matter what happens, God is in control of my life. Jesus tells us to live by our faith in Him. The bottom line here is that all of existence is not suffering. 

I disagree with Buddhism when it says that desire causes suffering. Wanting destructive things may cause suffering, but it is the existence of our sin nature that makes us want the wrong thing in the first place. Buddhism totally misses this, because it denies the existence of this root cause. At the root is the fallen nature of all people who are born spiritually dead and tempted by the devil. In Buddhism there is no devil or demon or satanic being to resist. It teaches that if you do not want anything anymore then you will not suffer anymore. Anyone who is striving for this is seeking death of their emotions in addition to their already dead spirit. Jesus gave us passions and drives and desires, which when directed by the Holy Spirit are good things. They give us human qualities and bring glory to God. Desire that is directed by the Holy Spirit in the right direction is what reveals the Grace of God and eternal life to a world of spiritually dead people. 

Buddhism teaches that there is a path (they call it satori) to a "condition" where one can instantly perceive truth. This is a state of where there is no right or wrong, but rather a sense of "peace" that pervades the consciousness. Truth is NOT as state of satori or spiritual enlightenment, truth is Jesus Christ. Pilate asked "what is truth?" and Jesus said in John 14 that He is the truth. If Pilate had have listened to Jesus, he would have known and he would have understood. Truth is the embodiment of the being of Jesus Christ, who He is, and the extension of Him in our world as The Holy Spirit. Outside of Jesus, all truth is limited, all truth is relative, and all truth is vague. The danger of falling into the grasp of an eastern religion such as Buddhism, is that you no longer define truth by the arbitration of an objective standard. For all redeemed people, that standard is the Word of God. That is why there are so called holy writings but no holy book in Buddhism. In false religion and incorrect faith, there is no standard to go by, except what any individual perceives within them self. 

Conclusion

The Buddhist is seeking spiritual illumination, and what he or she finds is the false glow of the "angel of light, the devil (2Corinthians 11:14). It is tragic that people fall victim to this. 

In my opinion, the reason that some people turn to Buddhism is because they do not want objective morality or a standard of truth. They prefer "warm and fuzzy" subjective and self-validating ego enhancing narcissistic religious belief.

Here are realities for all of us to meditate upon rather than the "writings" of Buddha.  

"Thank you Jesus for the removal of all of our sin on the tree." 

"Thank you Father God for the Word of God."

"Thank you Holy Spirit for your revelation, teaching, and Fruit for our lives." 

"Hallelujah for Jesus Christ." 

August 8, 2004

"Spiritual Filtering"

2 Timothy 2:15 

". . rightly dividing the Word of Truth"

Introduction

Some teach "sowing a financial seed" (usually giving money to them), means that God is obligated to respond by multiplying your investment. You may have heard the phrase "if you have a need sow a seed".

Discussion

Right now, all of us are living in the Age of Grace (under the new covenant). It started on the day of Pentecost about 2000 years ago, and will end when "Daniel's 70th week" begins. At the end of that Great Tribulation period, the millennial reign of Jesus Christ will once again replace a system of Law, just as the Age of Grace did. The bonds of legalism today are from interpretations of the Age of Law (the old covenant).  

In 1 Timothy 6:5 it says that anyone who teaches that godliness is a means to financial gain is a person of corrupt mind. In 2 Timothy 3:13, people who follow error are described as those who deceive and are being deceived. In my opinion, those that teach this know exactly what they are doing and they want your money.  

The root problem with all of this is that the "sower" is Jesus, not us (Matthew 13:3). The "sowing" refers to the gospel, not money. 

When the Word says look unto the harvest, it is not referring to money coming back to someone who gives out their money. 

I always give the same response to those who tell me to sow finances into their religion under the premise of being financially blessed. According to their principles, they should give me money, in order for God to "bless" them! They can send money to me, so that God will multiply it in return. 

Conclusion

To rightly divide the Word of God means at the very least to differentiate between Grace and the Law. The best tool that I know of is to use a "spiritual filter", which I will describe.  

The Word of God has two characteristics, it is both eternal and universal. Matthew said that Heaven and earth will pass away, but the Word will never pass away. The Word stands forever (1 Peter 1:25) and is universal in scope. This means the Word of God that is specific to the Age of Grace is just as true in both the poorest and richest countries of the world, at ANY time from the Day of Pentecost to right now. 

Friends, if you could go into the most primitive jungle, do you think you could teach a "prosperity gospel" in that type of a setting? The answer is obviously no, so the prosperity gospel is just as heretical in rich financial settings as circles of poverty. This indicates that "prosperity gospel" is false doctrine because it cannot satisfy the spiritual filter of universal scope. Compare this to the teaching of eternal life in Jesus Christ which can be taught anywhere during the Age of Grace. This doctrine meets all the requirements of our spiritual filter. It is wise to test teaching with this type of a filter, to determine if it is universally applicable truth.  

August 15, 2004

"Abuse"

2Corinthians 6:14

"Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers"

Introduction

Hi again friends, this is from my counseling files.

A woman is married to a man who tells her she is ugly. When she looks at herself in the mirror now, she cannot remove that thought from her mind, and she believes the lie. When her husband gets angry, he curses God out loud in a most heinous way.

This woman asks her husband (when he is calmer), "why do you act this way" and if he has any faith in Jesus, He replies, "of course I believe in God".

She confesses that deep down inside of her "she absolutely hates his guts". She continues to feel inferior, ugly, less than human, and cannot really forgive him. 

Discussion

This is about two people who are unequally yoked, one is redeemed and one is spiritually dead. This has resulted in verbal (which is just as powerful as physical) abuse. 

Any person who is cursing a child of the living God is doing exactly the same thing to Jesus.  When a redeemed person is involved with a spiritually dead person who is angered because of their redemption, it is an extension of attacking God.  She is redeemed and obviously her husband is not, so they are unequally yoked. The Bible very clearly says that if you are married to someone who is not redeemed, and especially if they vehemently hate "christian stuff (so to speak)", then let them go (get a divorce).

She has to make up her mind whether or not she chooses to continue with this kind of abuse. What her husband says should have no predication on how she sees herself, since beauty is in the eye of the beholder. If someone told me I was ugly I would probably agree with them (!), but the fact remains that I am who I am. She could probably deal with being taunted by someone that tells her she is ugly by realizing who she really is, but this should NEVER be happening in a marriage. 

In my opinion, Jesus does not expect any woman receive unending verbal abuse and stay married. There comes a time when a redeemed person has to draw a "line in the sand" and state "that is it". They have to tell spiritually dead people to either get help with their issues, or they (the redeemed person) are going to break off with them and leave. Jesus tells us to live in peace, so forsake and leave someone who refuses to acknowledge this. This could even be the exact thing that shakes a lost person up enough to seek eternal life.

Way too many people in this world give advice to this type of woman to hang in there because she made a commitment of marriage to this man. I do know an astounding number of married people who just hate each other, but are filled to the brim with pride over the fact that they can hang in there! This type loves to condemn those who get divorced, based on statements like, "If I can live with my wife or husband who is abusive and obnoxious, why can't you?". This is nothing more than legalism, which is the basis of religious systems of man. 

In my opinion it is the Will of Father God that two people who are married should be redeemed and live together in harmony. I have never seen anything other than a wife who respects her husband as a leader, and a husband who loves his wife, when both people are redeemed. Spiritually dead people cannot love anything anyway, because love is a fruit of the Holy Spirit and is impossible to manifest without the indwelling Spirit of God.  

The only thing that at a person will be when their spouse abuses them is a doormat to be stepped all over. It is very unwise not to "draw a line", and say to the abuser to get help for their problem. Remember, in some circumstances, spousal abuse turns into murder. 

Drawing a "line in the sand" is not asking for some kind of special treatment, but it is certainly asking for an end to the abuse. Here is what this woman needs to tell her abusive husband. "It is obvious you need help when you go into these things where you start cursing God (which is extremely stupid to begin with) and then attack me. I am one of Father God's children and you need help. If you are not willing to get help, then I am not willing to hang in here while you have your tirades."

If she does nothing, this will only end up in pampering and accepting her husbands’ immature and abusive behavior. 

Conclusion

Do not blame God for abusive situations, because Jesus never instigates any kind of abuse. If you have to vent anger at something, blame the devil because he is the one behind the abuse (Ephesians 6:12).

Any redeemed person can have awful criticism aimed at them, but Jesus tells us that none of these things are true. Why not have a look through the New Covenant (forward from the Book of Romans) and write down what God says about His children. Praise Jesus for loving you the way He does.

August 22, 2004

A woman asked  "Is it okay to do yoga?"

2Timothy 3:5-7

"those having a form of godliness but denying its power . . creep into households and make captives of gullible women loaded down with sins, led away by various lusts, always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth"

Introduction

Yoga is the Hindu practice of tuning the body to the spirit world, which facilitates demonic possession.

One hundred percent of all people that I have personally known that promoted and participated in yoga have manifested demonic spirits in front of me. 

The singer Madonna once told Larry King that she was doing yoga and looking for answers to questions like "why am I here and what is my purpose?" This led her to Kabbalah. This is a common method of the devil, putting something out before people that looks rather harmless (yoga), but with a "hook" in it that leads to something heretical (against Jesus Christ).

Discussion

The scripture in 2Timothy is from 2000 years ago, describing people from then and up to today who are deceived by new age spiritualism. Yoga and Kabbalah are the "same old thing" going around again. 

The "Kabbalah thing" is basically a new age form of demonic spiritualism under the name of Judaism. It is rejected by both orthodox and conservative Jews who will have nothing to do with it. It is the result of a thirteenth century Jewish man (Moses De Leon) who introduced a book called the "Zohar" which is claimed to have originated in the second century by a rabbi (Simon bar Yochi) who no one had ever heard of. It is written in Aramaic and supposed to be a commentary on the Torah. It goes way beyond the Torah and the Word of God, by embracing reincarnation and something called the ten emanations of "god" called "sefirot", and suggests that our task is to stay connected to the "creators" light, and draw out the "light" that is already in us. This has nothing to with either Judaism or redemption, this is spiritualism.

The director of the Kabbalah center in Los Angeles (Philip Berg) tells followers that if you do not understand the "Zohar" you can scan it with your fingertips and pick up vibrations and absorb "truth". This gentleman who heads up the LA Kabbalah center, has managed to get the attention of a number of Hollywood stars such as Madonna. Roseanne, Elizabeth Taylor, Barbara Streisand, Demi Moore, Winona Ryder and Britney Spears. Apparently the rules in force when Kabbalah was introduced have been abandoned (originally restricted to men only).

In Madonna's concert tour, Hebrew letters flash across a screen behind her and it spells out an equivalent of the letters "LAV" which is claimed to be one of the names of "god". After hanging around Madonna, Britney Spears had a "name of god" tattooed on her neck. Both these names have no relation to Father God (Jehovah God), Britney Spears has a spirit name tattooed on her neck and Madonna is displaying the name of a spirit to her audience.

What rubbish to suggest that humans are a "spark" of the "divine" or just a "little bit of god" and that "he" is in all of us and if we can learn to express the "god" that is in us, we will then be spiritual people. 

Kabbalah states that understanding is not just believing in a creator, but identifying with "him" in a way that humbles us. To assert that each of us can become "god" might seem like the utmost vanity but not when the very essence of becoming "god" is to receive the intention to share. Does any of this sound familiar? "You will be as gods"? is what the serpent in the Garden of Eden said. 

It is astounding to me how this theme of "being as god" keeps coming up over and over, not only in Kabbalah, but also in Mormonism, In my opinion, people embrace Kabbalah and Mormonism because they desire to be "like a god",

Conclusion

Friends, the Gospel is more powerful than ANYTHING the devil uses to deceive. Kabbalah is nothing more than another religion without any moral obligations. 

Kabbalah is promoted as leading to inner peace, reduced stress, enhanced sexual experiences, and "red string bracelets" that are supposed to ward off the "evil eye". Friends, a piece of red string is not going to hinder the devil! The only thing that the devil submits to is the name and the power that is in the Blood of Jesus Christ.  

The truth here is that God does NOT express Himself as the "emanations" that Kabbalah teaches. He has expressed Himself in the INCARNATION of Jesus Christ, not reincarnation. God has revealed Himself through the Son Jesus Christ. There are no secret texts, no esoteric teachings, no secret rituals or ceremonies, no prayer accessories in the form of jewelry, no tattoos, and no sacred books beyond the Bible. Jesus alone is sufficient, and in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead.

August 29, 2004

"Thank you for not judging me" 

Hebrews 10:14

"For by one offering He has (past tense) perfected forever those who are being (one time not progressively) sanctified"

1John 4:18

"There is no fear in love; but perfect love (Jesus only) casts out fear, because fear involves torment"

Introduction

Paul once said, "it is no longer I that do this, it is the sin living inside of me". If anyone ever tells you that they do not sin anymore, whether they are redeemed or not, they are in error. Worry is a sin, if you were worried one moment before you died, if it had not already been taken away forever, you would fail to enter Heaven. For those that "confess to ask forgiveness and/or first John one nine" thinking this was needed (it is not), what if they died in the split second following worry (which is a sin)? Friends, there is far too much condemnation of redeemed people by other redeemed people.

"Thank you for not judging me" was the response from a redeemed friend of mine that told me about their concern for liking to get drunk. Well, there wasn't anything for me to to judge! The fact is that the sin of drunkenness was taken away on the tree, never to be seen again by God.

If a redeemed person is drunk, what are you going to do? It is impossible for them to not feel something that troubles them about it, so what purpose is there in "beating them up some more"? All redeemed people have to realize that the indwelling sin that still lives inside of them, that sin nature (called the flesh), controls them when they yield to it. No person can ever control their flesh, despite the claim from some of the eastern religions.

Discussion

When I was redeemed, I began with a “head” knowledge that Jesus loved me unconditionally and would never forsake me. I soon realized that it was not that I turned to Jesus, but that He was always there waiting for me, despite everything I had done, and everything He already knew I would do in the future. Jesus is outside of time, and He already knows everything I or you are going to do before our soul and spirit is taken from our physical body, so why on earth would I (or anyone else) be afraid of what we may or may not do? The crucial point is to be totally dependent on a relationship with Him, after all, He is living inside of all redeemed people. 

When I was spiritually dead and under the law, I "sinned up a storm" so to speak. Now that I am spiritually alive, although some of those sin habits have vanished, not all of them have gone away. There is nothing wrong with the existence of human thoughts, emotions, and desires, the problem is what we choose to do with them. All things are permissible but not all things are profitable. There is nothing that anybody can repent of for sure, except the sin of unbelief in Jesus for eternal life. All of us can repent (turn away) from something, but what if we start doing it again? 

The truth is that some redeemed people will like to get drunk. The devil would love for that redeemed person to think that the reason they like to get drunk is because they have the freedom to do this under the Grace of God (and actually they do). Not only would the devil like redeemed people to think this, but legalists and some religious groups would like them to think this too. 

The issue here is that when a redeemed person decides to get drunk, it is because they have chosen to do so. Before they were redeemed, and they walked in fear under the law, there was probably more restraint on their decisions. But scripture tells us that there is no value in that kind of fear to the law (that is restraining sensual indulgence by your own effort). 

The truth here is that any of us can be under the Grace of God and then forget about standing in that Grace and begin to trust in our self again. Part of us can start trusting the lies of the devil, who likes to "remind" us of how much "fun" we thought we were having when we used to be under the law and the power of sin. 

In my opinion the issue is that for a child of God, it's a lousy idea to have your mind altered by getting drunk, but you certainly may choose to do so, and it has nothing to do with your destiny of eternal life. Getting drunk is taking yourself to a point where you cannot think properly. It is worthwhile to guard your mind, because what takes place in that mind is going to control everything you do. No redeemed person is protecting their mind when they do something that significantly alters it. Loss of the mind is the most serious thing that can happen to any person. Some people make it through life without the use of their arms and legs, but no one makes it if they lose their mind. 

Conclusion

There is a definite characteristic of many people I know, or have known, who choose to get drunk. They are perfectionists, and I know more than a few that have escaped alcoholism and are still perfectionists. 

A perfectionist CANNOT stand the thought of their own imperfections, and they cannot stand the fact of imperfections in other people. It is the devil that creates fear inside of these people. In the first place, no one is EVER going to become perfect themselves, let alone all the people around them. Remember FEAR stands for False Evidence Appearing Real!

It does not matter if it is the deepest desire of some ones heart to be perfect, because God has made all redeemed people perfect in God's eyes by the righteousness of Jesus Christ, despite the fact they continue to sin and are not perfect. Our verse this week from Hebrews tells us that by the one offering He made forever perfect in the sight of God to whom He made Holy. A perfectionist has to quit trying to be that way, because that FEAR of not being perfect is what drives them to do things like getting drunk. Walking in the Spirit is walking in the perfect love of God, and this is how to overcome the fear that is a byproduct of the human nature. Numbing the mind by getting drunk is called walking in the flesh. The only solution to walking in the flesh is walking in the Spirit. This means to walk free of fear, NOT be better, or perfect, or don't do this and don't do that. The perfect love of God casts away all fear. The wicked one uses fear to get redeemed people back into their flesh. All redeemed people have Jesus living inside of them as the Holy Spirit, so nothing is required in addition to realizing this. Faith is knowing that nothing can separate you from the love of God. 

Without faith, the devil beats you with fear. The minute your faith falters, the devil gets you into fear and then you fall into the flesh. Friends, ALL people, including the redeemed, have NO HOPE of defeating their flesh. This is why no one is a match for the devil, and why faith in Jesus and what He has done is the only way to overcome. 

A redeemed person who gets drunk still has eternal life that can never be lost. The Holy Spirit that lives inside all redeemed people confirms this. 

Any one that thinks they can overcome their flesh or the devil in their own effort is like someone naked and unarmed in a cage with a grizzly bear, thinking they can defeat it. 

Whatever a person gives themselves to, will inevitably control them. When a redeemed person who likes to get drunk sobers up, they need to decide that they don't want to get drunk in order to overcome fear. 

September 5, 2004

"Is the Old Testament of any value anymore?" 

Hebrews 10:8,9,10

"Sacrifice and offering, burnt offerings, and offerings for sin, You (Jesus Christ) did not desire, nor had pleasure in them (which are offered according to the law). He (Jesus) took away the first (the law covenant) so that He (Jesus) established the second (the grace covenant). By (Jesus' fulfillment of the law) we have been (past tense) sanctified (permanently) through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once and for all (forever)"

Psalm 148:19,20

"He (Jesus) declares His word (old covenant of the law) to Jacob (Israel) He (Jesus) HAS NOT dealt thus (given the old covenant of the law) to ANY nation (other than Israel)."

Introduction

There are many people that do not understand the difference between law and grace, a difference between the old covenant (testament) and the new covenant (testament).

Discussion

There are plenty of useful things in the old testament, Adam and Eve, the early development of the earth, and the history of Israel that showed the faithfulness of God. There is a history of the worlds’ failures and shortcomings. 

The words "testament", "covenant" and "will" are interchangeable. A will covenant), can never go into effect until the one who made it dies. In the Word of God, there is an old will and a new will. The only one that is in effect right now is the new one that God made, which is grace. God ushered in the covenant of grace following the physical death of the body that Jesus Christ was here in. The old covenant had been fulfilled by Jesus since He was the only sinless perfection that walked on the face of this earth. He walked in perfect love, and that perfect love was the fulfillment of the law. 

Jesus knew our pitiful condition and came down to this earth at a time when Hebrew leaders were full of pride and thought they could fulfill the law. He came to redeem all people.

Psalm 148:19 makes a direct statement about the law being given to Israel alone, so why would anyone who is a gentile be confused about tithing and confession to receive forgiveness, when Jesus has never given it to them? I am so fatigued to keep hearing someone telling me to tithe and/or confess sin to get forgiven "more".

Today is the time of the new covenant, and Gentiles (non Hebrew people) were never given the law with it's sacrificial system, tithing, or ongoing confession of sin to receive forgiveness. Yet, there are so many people that ask the same questions over and over, "what about tithing?" "what about confessing my sins so I can get forgiven?", Neither of these are found anywhere in the new testament. The reason that people are confused about tithing and confession to get forgiveness, is because it is being taught by organized religion. 

Consider tithing, why do people teach that if you give that you will be blessed back financially? If this was the case, then religious leaders ought to be handing out money to the congregation and let God give them back a tenfold return. Try to find any religion where the leader gives everyone a hundred dollars so that they can receive a thousand dollars from God. You will not find one because those that are teaching this concept know it is not true. 

Consider the sacrificial system for "atonement of sin" which is no longer in effect today. Yes, it is in the Word of God, but only in the old testament, so it is not in effect now. We are living in the time of the new covenant called grace, made possible because Jesus has TAKEN AWAY all of our sin forever. 

Conclusion

Where there is a lack of understanding of the old and new covenants, the premise is off and therefore everything will be off. What is in the new covenant is what we live by today, which is faith in Jesus Christ which is receiving eternal life. What we do and do not do is completely irrelevant to redemption and eternal life. When the premise is off, the findings are off. If you went to a doctor and they diagnosed you incorrectly and gave you the wrong remedy, it could kill you. We need to get our premises right concerning what being redeemed means. 

We should know what Jesus has revealed to us through the authors of the new testament, Paul, Peter, John, James, by revelation of The Holy Spirit. When we do not understand what scripture says, we should read it and let The Holy Spirit reveal the Truth. This is not always an instantaneous process. Make a note in the column of your Bible (write in it) and wait upon God to reveal it to you. 

This method cannot fail since Jesus said that those with the Holy Spirit of God living inside of them are redeemed, have eternal life, and know the Truth. Second John makes many references to those that know the Truth and have Truth living in them. If a person is indwelt by Truth, they cannot argue or rebel against Truth forever. But if a person is not indwelt by Truth, they will grab hold of error and live by error. This is not self-righteous proclamation on my part, but I see and hear many who are in error on television. The difference between a person who is redeemed and the spiritually dead is that the one with eternal life will know what Truth is and find what the Word of God means.

September 12, 2004

"Straight laced and law based?" 

Romans 6:3,4

"as many of us (the redeemed) as were baptized into Jesus (The Holy Spirit entering and staying permanently) were baptized into His death. Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Jesus was raised from the dead by the Glory of The Father, we walk in newness of life"

Romans 6:14

"sin has no dominion over the redeemed (all redeemed still sin but they will not die spiritually), for they are not under law (the wages of sin is eternal spiritual death) , but under grace (receiving eternal spiritual life)"

Introduction

In my opinion, crucifixion, burial, and resurrection is not being taught properly as a "package (grace)" today. Without the whole understanding, religion begins, which is the idea and system of man's foolishness. This usually means the self-effort of law, and "I dont do this and I don’t do that" thinking.

Have you, or someone you know, been in a lifestyle of trying to serve "god" (which may or may not be the true Jesus) in "self" strength? One line of thought is usually "because you do this for me "god"(?), now it is my duty to get busy and go around getting it done for you". The Mormons and Jehovah Witnesses that knock on your door think this way. 

Discussion

In many "Christian" religions, self-effort starts at the death of Jesus. Instead of finalizing the work of Jesus on the tree and saying thank you for what He has done (taking away our sin), people add to what has already been done, trying to keep themselves "clean", by adding to and "maintaining" forgiveness. Instead of resting in the fact that children of God have had their sins taken away, people do not walk by faith in the grace of God. 

Grace from God is a miracle, really the ultimate of all miracles because it never could have been done by us (a miracle is something that was impossible for us to do). When a person cannot accept the grace of God that was extended on the tree, and fail to believe Jesus, even though He said "it is finished", there is no rest. Instead of resting in the taking away (past tense) of sin, people think "no it is not finished, I am going to keep asking for my sins to be forgiven as self-effort to keeping myself clean". How are these people ever going to enter into the resurrected life? 

The devil attacks at the finished work of the tree. I know for myself, that because I have finalized that work on the tree to the point where I know that I never have to ask God ever again to do what He has already accomplished on my behalf, I will thank Him forever for what He has already done.

The best illustration of the futility of self-effort, is the description that Jesus used of the branch and the vine. What can a branch do apart from the life of the vine to produce the fruit of the Spirit? The answer is nothing. We are to yield to the vine (Jesus) and let that vine produce it's work in and through us. 

Conclusion

God does everything through the redeemed by His will and never self-effort. 

The book of Romans tells us to believe we were baptized into Jesus, not by water baptism in churches and religions, but specifically into His crucifixion, burial, and resurrection. This means we can now be used by Him as the redeemed who are spiritually alive, raised from the dead. Now He can express Himself through us as opposed to us trying to "go out there and get it done". 

September 19, 2004

Part one of two

"This week marriage, next week divorce" 

Romans 8:9

"If anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ (the indwelling Holy Spirit), they are not His"

Galatians 5:16

"Walk in the Spirit, and you will not fulfill the lust of the flesh"

Introduction

Women and men say "women look at things different than men do" and "men look at things different than women do". This is correct, men and women do see things differently, Because of this bias, how are a man and a women going to get along in marriage?

Discussion

Friends, we have to get away from this "what a man thinks and what a woman thinks" stuff. The only issue is "what does Jesus say?" Men and women get into marriage trouble in the first place because they rationalize things differently. A marriage has to be a trinity, a man, a woman, and Jesus. When Jesus is not in the center of a marriage, it is continuously "well this is the way women think and this is the way men think". We need to forget about how we think, and study how Jesus thinks. 

Marriage is an ideal setting for double mindedness. A man and a woman who think opposite from one another form a double-minded relationship that is unstable in all ways. When the man is thinking totally as a man and a woman is thinking totally as a woman, both of them justify their point of view by saying that is "the way we men or women think", and the two are in conflict. Unity can never be achieved with this kind of mindset, yet we see this justified all over the place, with statements like "men are from Mars, women are from Venus" which is  "true", but the issue is how are we going to get along. When Truth that is Jesus (not man or woman truth) is NOT at the center of marriage, each one may label the other as "stupid". Marriage will not work based on "he thinks or she thinks", it will work when it is based on what God thinks and what Jesus has to say about it. In the final analysis, if we will learn to follow what God says, forgive one another, encourage one another, and be realistic with one another, we are delivered from this "what men and women think" dilemma.  

If Jesus is not at the center of a marriage, there is no way that a man and a woman are going to get along with one another. Joy will come to a married couple when Jesus is at the center of the “decision making”, and only Jesus living in us can overcome our fear and anger.

Some people will use deception when they get married. There are those who will say they are redeemed in order to marry someone. People like this need to answer what their understanding of redemption and eternal life is to their future spouse, before any covenant is made to each other. Answers like, "I go to church" or "I was baptized" or "Jesus will forgive my sins" are indicators of those who are spiritually dead. The correct answer has to be that a person is trusting Jesus Christ totally for eternal life. The entire package they need to describe is that Jesus died to take away forever ALL of their sins, and was physically raised from the dead to redeem them from the consequence of sin (which is death), by the gift of God which is life. An answer without some form of these meanings is a good indicator of a person who is not redeemed, which means they are not In Christ, and cannot walk in the Spirit. Spiritually dead people find it difficult to forgive, so without giving others a second chance, it means no trust, and that prevents the formation of a proper relationship. There cannot be a relationship where there is no trust. 

Only a redeemed person can walk in the Spirit, but this NEVER means they do not sin. No flesh can be trusted, no not yours and no not mine. The only thing worthy of trust is the indwelling of Jesus Christ as the Holy Spirit enabling us to walk in the Spirit. The opposite of walking in the Spirit and not fulfilling the desires of the flesh is not walking in the Spirit AND fulfilling the desires of the flesh. When one or both people in a marriage have no interest in Jesus and no interest in walking in the Spirit, there will never be a trusting relationship. No human being can be trusted apart from Jesus Christ living in them. 

A person walking in the spirit is going to enjoy being around another redeemed person. This is why marriage depends so much on the husband and the wife being redeemed, so they can trust each other. 

Conclusion

All men and women need Jesus living inside of them to see things as they really are.

September 26, 2004

"This week divorce, last week marriage" 

Philippians 3:13-14

". . . forget things that are behind (the past) . . . and press towards the goal of the upward call of God In Jesus Christ"

Introduction

Divorce is rarely an easy issue. There can be intense anger if attorneys are involved, and those anger problems can block discussion. Sometimes people begin to hate each other, far beyond an initial "we could not get along together". 

From a biblical standpoint, God says "forgive one another as Jesus Christ forgave you", which in essence means reconciliation and no divorce. Jesus pointed out that since we cannot be without sin, we should at least try to forgive one another, but He clearly points out too that this may not be possible. An enormous resource that redeemed people can draw upon is to ask Jesus to place forgiveness in their thoughts and emotions if they cannot do it in their own strength. 

Discussion

A divorce issue is when each person has to decide if they want a marriage to continue or not. If one decides they do not want to continue, the other should be willing to wait for a time, but the decision cannot be dragged on forever. Consider adultery for example. Scripture does say that sexual infidelity is a ground for divorce, but not a necessity. The reality is that if one cannot get over adultery, there is no point in carrying on with the other one being punished the rest of their life. There is no benefit spending forever in a situation where one "beats" the other down for what happened. In fact, if the one who committed adultery has truly turned away from it, is an ongoing sin for OTHER one to punish them for it. 

If one can forgive the other, then stay married, If it is impossible to forgive, then get a divorce. Usually there is an offence by one person, and a response to that offense by the other. If there is no trust possible, it will be impossible for two people to live together. 

When considering forgiveness, people (redeemed or not) have to face reality. Those who think they are "perfect" compared to another, have deceived themselves because there are NO people like this, ALL have sinful thoughts. Look at God's definition of sin, which is that which is not of faith. The only thing that counts is faith that expresses itself through love, so look at how many times a day we annihilate ourselves by not exercising faith which is supposed to result in love for one another. How often are we impatient with one another (God's definition of love is patience). How many times are we unkind to people when God's definition of love is to be kind. Do we ever keep records of other people wrongs - wives, husbands, kids, parents, or anybody? The Bible says love keeps no record of wrongs! None of us can even come close to God's love that is described in 1 Corinthians 13. 

If you comprehend what God's standard is for love, you know that any person who thinks they can pull it off by their own effort to live a perfect and holy life of love, are deceived beyond measure. 

The truth is that all of us are here on planet earth by the Grace of God. We breathe by the Grace of God, we live by the Grace of God and we do not deserve one earthly thing that we possess. If we got what we deserved from God we would die. We are here because of His unconditional love towards us, we can neither deserve it or earn it. It is all Grace. We have to understand the truth of this, instead of walking around in our self-righteousness thinking we are these spiritual giants. Self-righteous types criticize the wrongs of everybody else while God points at them saying "look at yourself". Somebody cruel enough to point their finger at somebody else has just as many others pointing fingers at them. 

Feelings of guilt about past sins

The good news is that Jesus HAS ALREADY taken away all of our sins, and God is NOT bringing up any of them. The world’s sin (singular) is unbelief in Jesus Christ for eternal life, not what someone does and does not do. There is only one unforgivable sin, the sin of unbelief, not the "nasty nine" or "dirty dozen". 

The key to overcoming guilt and condemnation is realizing that God has taken away all of our sins, if we are going to claim we believe the Word of God, we start with the One who provided eternal life (salvation). What God said about Jesus is that God was in Him, reconciling the world unto Himself by not counting our sins against us, and there is no condemnation to those In Jesus. If God has taken away our sins, then who points them out? Well it certainly isn't God, is it? Thoughts of fear are not from God, they are put there by the enemy of our soul who wants to take us away from the perfect love of God. The devil does it by creating fear. People worry about divorce when there is fear associated with it. The spirit of fear is not from God. Fear can destroy a loving relationship with one another, and anger is a secondary response to fear. An angry person is a fearful person.  

Conclusion

It is too late to worry about a divorce after it has occurred. There is no point sitting around thinking if it was right or wrong after the fact.

1 Corinthians 7:8 is written to both the unmarried and the widows. The unmarried are people that were married and are now unmarried. He says to the widows who lost their mate through death, that it is good for them to stay unmarried. But if they cannot control themselves, they should marry, for it is better to marry than burn with passion. This also applies when a divorce has occurred, because there is NOTHING "spiritual" about sitting around burning with lust! A person who was married and lost their mate has lost that part of sexual satisfaction and can burn with lust and be unable to control themselves. Paul is saying that if the unmarried cannot control themselves because of lust and desires, they are better off to marry.  

Whatever has happened in our life is in the past and we cannot change it. Let's thank God for His forgiveness, and ask Him to renew our minds. Let's not be put on a guilt trip from a mistake that we made in the past. If possible, redeemed people should forgive one another as Jesus has forgiven them.   

October 3, 2004

"Dreams, Prophecies, Visions" 

1John 4:1 (written to the redeemed)

"(Beloved) do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God"

Hebrews 1:1,2

"God spoke in time past by prophets . . . now has spoken to us by Jesus Christ"

Revelation 19:10

"The testimony of Jesus is the Spirit of prophecy"

Introduction

Hebrews chapter one reveals the superiority of Jesus compared to the prophets. 

In our world today, there is both a Spirit of Truth and a spirit of error (1John 4:6). I heard spirits of error before I was redeemed, but was unable to hear The Spirit of Truth. This was because there was no way for the "old me" (a natural, spiritually dead person) to discern between Truth and error. This type of discernment is only possible when The Holy Spirit is with the human spirit. 

Definition of Redemption

There can be resentment among people when those who do not understand what redemption is are offended by a suggestion they have been deceived. Here is a description of what salvation means. 

God was in Christ reconciling the whole worlds' sin. There is no person alive today whose sins were not taken away at the cross. But there is something called the consequence of sin and that is death. Death has to be cured by life and the only life available to us is the resurrected life of Jesus. He took away all that was necessary for God to offer eternal life to any person on the face of the earth who comes to Him and recognizes that they are spiritually dead and in need of life. It is a very practical issue. We are born into this world from Adam (who was deceived by satan and died spiritually). Since all of us are born of Adam, we too are spiritually dead and in need of life. God came and prepared the plan to bring life to the dead, which is spiritual life. The destination of a redeemed person is eternal life. Physical life lasts a few years, but spiritual life is eternal. God wanted all of us to be alive and in His presence, which is why He sent His Son to take away the sins of the entire world. Every person’s sins have been forgiven, but the forgiveness that was provided is only received in the resurrected life of Jesus. The only solution to the wages of sin (which is death, is by the gift of God, which is life. 

Discussion

One deception today is the “so called near death experience" that mentions "moving towards some sort of light". This "light" is none other than the devil himself, disguised as an "angel of light" (2Corinthians 11:14).

Another deception is the claim of people who say they had a "discussion" with "jesus". This type of individual often says things such as "the lord spoke to me about you", or "god" told them it was not yet time for them to die, so they were sent back to their body from "heaven". 

However, in my opinion, a most dangerous and prevalent deception of all right now is dream interpretation. From a biblical standpoint, dreams are not real,

Friends, Jesus does NOT appear to anyone who is alive right now, and nobody knows what Jesus looks like from "top to bottom". Jesus cannot appear to anyone if no one knows what He looks like. Artist renderings of Jesus (good or bad) are only a guess. The reason there is no specific record of what Jesus looked like, is because if there were, people would soon make a likeness of it and worship the image (which is what the spiritually dead world is going to do for the "antichrist" during the Great Tribulation). 

To be motivated or disturbed by a dream is ridiculous. A dream has no significance to it at all. Jesus does not appear in any dream, but The Holy Spirit can place a thought in a person. The thought is of Truth if it matches scripture. There are no new revelations from God at this time, and the Bible says the next time Jesus will be seen is at the second coming. 

Dreams have to be discounted, because satan uses them to deceive. A dream has no meaning at all, and revelations of God never go beyond what scripture specifically says (there is no interpretation needed). Dreams are fragments and shadows of imagination, some of which are  demonic influences on sleeping and susceptible consciousness. One thing is certain, if there is any portion of a dream that is disturbing or bothering, that dream came from satan, since the spirit of fear is not from God. God does not give anybody a spirit of fear.  Listening to a dream is listening to fantasy, redemption is not from fantasy, it is reality. 

Why spiritual deceptions are dangerous.

In Mormon Theology, "god" is a glorified man. They teach that He started out as a man, and through his good deeds he became "god". There is no truth to this at all and a Mormon does not worship the Jesus of the Bible, they have their own "jesus". Flesh and blood cannot inherit the Kingdom of God, which annihilates any thought of God once being a man. These bodies of ours are not going to go into the presence of God, they are going into a grave to rot, or into water and rot, or into fire that turns them to ashes. They came from the dust and are going back to the dust. Our natural body is going to go to the grave, and the spiritual body of the redeemed person is going to go into the presence of God. 

Conclusion

No one can "grunt and groan" down here to get into the presence of God. God is in the redeemed and nothing can separate the two so the point is to walk by faith in that Truth. Whether a person "feels truth" or not is not the issue, the reality is that Christ's Spirit, The Holy Spirit lives in the spirit of all redeemed people. This allows a redeemed person to participate with the divine nature that lives in them, and no matter what sin a redeemed person commits, nothing can separate them from the Love of God. 

The gift of prophecy prior to the closing of the canon of scripture was the ability to discern Truth of the Word of God. That gift of prophecy was used to write the Word of God through the Holy Spirit, but there is no need for this anymore. In times past God spoke in various manners by prophecy and dreams, but in these last days He has spoken to us through His Son. There are no new words to speak. Jesus is the final revelation of God to us, so there is not new information being given out. Dream interpretation is cultic activity without the gift of discernment. It is heretical teaching to accept dream interpretation and this should be dismissed. Once a person starts touching into it, satanic activity can become rampant. 

Did Jesus sit around and interpret people’s dreams? Did the Apostle Paul sit around and interpret people’s dreams? The only people who are doing this today are silly people who have been deceived, and I am very serious about this. It is like these so called “fortune teller” people, they are deceived deceivers. We have to realize that the Bible is closed and it is deception to think otherwise. The book of Revelation says anyone that adds or subtracts from the scripture is cursed. 

Today, when a person is considered a prophet, they can ONLY be a person who states what is already in the Bible. Outside of this, information that is not from God is being used to deceive people. Basically, this is how we got Mormonism, Jehovah Witnesses, and every other kind of cult in the world today. Islam came into being from people thinking they had some kind of special gift. It is very dangerous for anyone to declare these things, because they are taking others down a path to destruction. It is extremely dangerous to claim knowledge from God that is not in the Word.

October 10, 2004

"Tolerance" 

Dr. Luke 6:41

"Why do you look at the speck in your brother's eye, but do not perceive the plank in your own eye?"

Colossians 2:16

"let no one judge you regarding a festival"

Introduction

The “world view” point now is that tolerance will somehow bring peace to everyone. Tolerance of today has come to mean "anything goes", but does this mean that people should be tolerant of sin? I don't see this being a message from The Word of God, because When God calls sin a sin that is what is meant. 

Friends there must tolerance of the sinner. It is not appropriate for the redeemed to crucify a sinner, they should care for the person, but not care for their lifestyle. 

Discussion

Tolerance in "black and white".  

The most offensive thing to the Word of God is to be tolerant of religions. I am not tolerant of Islamic religion because they worship a different god. I am not tolerant of the Jehovah Witness religion which denies the deity of Jesus. I am not tolerant of the Mormon religion that teaches we are a bunch of "little gods" running around down here. Why would any redeemed person be tolerant of such error? 

Although I am not tolerant about these religions, does that mean I hate the people in them? NO! What it means is that I don't like their belief system. God has given us a testimony about His Son, which is that God has provided eternal life to any who ask for it, which is in His Son. That is what Truth is, and that is God's testimony, not man's. 

Tolerance in shades of "grey"

As we approach Christmas and Halloween, should redeemed people come down really hard on this kind of stuff? Wisdom is to examine what these days mean to an individual.  

If Halloween means satan worship for the purpose of going out to pay homage to the devil, then Halloween is a sheer evil. But if Halloween means putting on an amusing costume, then what is so evil about that? 

Celebrating the birth of Jesus at Christmas is at the very least some type of an intellectual ascent to Him. Despite the overwhelming evidence that Jesus was born of a virgin several months away from December, the point is still, "what does Christmas mean to people"? Some do not believe Jesus is God, some do not believe that He existed, some do not believe He prophesied the future. Do these responses mean Christmas is bad?

To those who are redeemed, Christmas can mean a terrific amount, much more than just playing with religion. People in religious systems may use these times of year to proclaim how they are "against" this and that. Religious systems seem to only achieve an overwhelming complication to life, by telling people how "bad" these times of year are and so on. 

In my opinion, Christmas and Halloween are a time when redeemed people can discuss Truth with others. There is no question in my mind that people hear a message of eternal life at these times of year as a result of their interest in finding out more. It is a powerful opportunity for all redeemed people to share Jesus with others during these times. Why not take advantage of that opportunity as an outreach to the community?

The fact is that Halloween and Christmas are going to happen regardless of what condemning people say. For the majority of people in the world, these days do not mean much to them anyway, and are nothing more than a time to have some sort of get together with others. 

Conclusion

Redeemed people should not be tolerant of sin, despite the world's message to find tolerance of everything.

Individuals may get on a "high horse", despite the fact that there is no one without sin, including the redeemed. A redeemed person must never approach sin with an attitude that "I could never do such a thing" or that "I am perfect", because they are NOT. 

There should be an attitude of restoration. We should not want to condemn nor do we need to condemn, God has already condemned acts of abomination, and He has already said what the problems are.

 Redeemed people are here to restore others and the only thing they can offer to someone trapped in an abomination or a false religion, is to restore them, not condemn them. Redeemed people are NOT better than anyone they are just better off than everyone, because they are no longer spiritually dead. This is what the approach of "love for your neighbor" means in the Bible.  

October 17, 2004

"Redemption and Identity" 

Part One - Gospel of Jesus

Part Two - Children of God

Part Three - The Destroyer

Part Four - Lies and Error

2Corinthians 5:19

"God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself"

Hebrews 9:14

"How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the 

 eternal spirit offered Himself without spot to God, purge 

 your conscience from dead works (religion) to serve 

 The Living God?"

Introduction

These are topics for the next four weeks.

There is a great deal of misunderstanding in these areas. 

Today, part one of four.

Discussion

Part One- Gospel of Jesus

No Apostle had one, yet religion of today revolves around a 

worship of seminary degrees. No diploma will ever equal the 

knowledge of Jesus as taught by The Holy Spirit. Many "religious" 

graduates today have no clue who Jesus is. Human education 

(including what I write) will never create a child of God, 

since faith in Jesus is what will redeem. Redemption by revelation 

is God revealing Himself by His Spirit, in order to receive 

Jesus by faith.  

Friends, believing in something is not the same as having 

faith in it. Many people "believe" in Jesus, and I believed in 

Him as I grew up in a "christian" family going to "church". I was 

not redeemed by faith in Him until my late thirties. There 

is a world of difference between believing in Jesus and putting 

your faith in Him. If I told you I could drive a car around you 

at one hundred miles an hour, you might believe me, but would 

you have enough faith to stand in the middle of the highway 

while I tried to do it? 

Anybody can join a "club" or a "denomination", but that in no 

way means a person has been joined to The living Christ. The 

problem today is that people have substituted joining a man made 

organization for being joined to the Spiritual Lord Jesus. 

There are those who believe in a "historical" Jesus, his birth 

and death as documented facts, but they have no clue about a 

relation with Him. There is a difference between believing 

historical facts about Jesus and putting faith in those facts. 

Jesus did come to this earth, but did He do it for you? Have you 

come to a point in seeing that when He died on that tree, that 

He had to be more than a martyr? Jesus died for purpose and 

reason, to TAKE AWAY the sins of the world. Jesus was not as 

a "bull or a goat" that "covered" sin. People have dragged 

this word "atonement" over into the new covenant which is 

incorrect. Jesus did not come to "atone" for sin, and the word 

"atonement" is not used in the new covenant. He came to take 

away sin, and when we equate this word "atonement" to His death, 

we are equating Him with a "bull and a goat". His shed blood 

is infinitely beyond the shed blood of an animal (which "covers" 

sin). Jesus did not come to cover sin, He came to do something 

far greater, He came to take away the sin of the entire world. 

Jesus came to deal with sin once and for all and forever. 

God is not dealing with anybody today on the basis of sin. 

The sins of everybody have been taken away, whether you are 

redeemed or not. God was in Christ reconciling the whole world 

unto Himself, not counting sin against us Not for some special 

group of "good" or "nice" people, but the whole world. This defines 

the meaning of the tree on which Jesus died, it was for judgment 

of sin once and forever, a penalty for sin given once, a payment 

for sin being made once, which is why at conclusion, Jesus cried 

out "It is finished". The sin issue is over, the sin issue is 

done, yet the religious world, especially the "christian" one can 

not seem to grab hold of this Truth. Religious people continue 

to walk around asking God over and over again for what He has 

already done. A twisted attack upon this Truth comes from those 

who say "well, that must mean everybody is redeemed and will be 

in Heaven". If salvation was getting your sins forgiven, 

that would be true, but that is not so. Forgiveness of sin is 

not redemption, but it is implicit to it. There is a difference 

between a part of something and the something so to speak. No one 

is saved by the death of Christ, they are saved by the life of 

Jesus. All redeemed people are saved from the wages of sin which 

is death, by the gift of God which is life. Jesus has judged sins, 

the verdict was guilty, the punishment was death, and Jesus took 

it all for us. There is nothing left to do in regard to the sin 

issue. 

Since the wages of sin is death, until people realize that they 

are spiritually dead, how can they have any understanding of their 

need for spiritual life? If a person does not understand their 

spiritual death, then the resurrection of Jesus is nothing more 

than a historical fact. To accept the natural condition of 

spiritual death means we can understand that Jesus was raised from 

the dead, so that what raised Jesus from the dead (The Holy Spirit) 

could raise you and I from the dead. Jesus was raised so 

you and I could be raised. Jesus died to enter into our death with 

us, because until He entered into our death, we could not be raised 

with Him into life. No one is saved by the death of Jesus, they are 

saved by the life. The death of Jesus is what cleared the way for 

the divine action of bringing life to the dead and restoring life 

to fallen humanity, a spiritual life that was lost by Adam. 

THIS is what the gospel and what the fullness of the gospel means. 

THIS is the gospel that changes lives, but unfortunately there are 

many people in religious circles who have only accepted the death of 

Jesus, and continue to walk aisles and continue to ask for forgiveness 

and more forgiveness, under spiritual presumption that is not faith. 

Faith is found only in Truth and the Truth is that all of our sins 

have been put behind God's back never to be seen again. If a person 

does not want to forgive themselves for something, that is their 

choice. However, the issue is that if one does not forgive themselves

for their frailties, then that places their standards higher than 

God's. It is like telling God that He may have forgotten sins, but 

I am going to hang on to them forever. If Jesus was willing to take 

away all of your sins, then why don't you take them away? This is 

where that word "beseech" comes from, it means "begging" for people 

to be reconciled to God. God says that He has reconciled Himself to 

us through Jesus, so we can now reconcile ourself to Him. 

Conclusion

There is no denomination or group that can be equated to this, it is 

all faith in Jesus. Put faith in the fact that Jesus died to take 

away all of your sins. Put faith in the fact that Jesus was raised 

from the dead, to provide eternal life to you. 

Walk in the Truth of Jesus, Amen! 

October 24, 2004

"Redemption and Identity" 

Part One - Gospel of Jesus

Part Two - Children of God

Part Three - The Destroyer

Part Four - Lies and Error

1 Corinthians 15:22

"In Adam all die, in Christ all are alive"

2 Corinthians 5:17

"If anyone is in Christ, they are a new creation"

Part Two- Children of God 

Introduction

There are only two kinds of people in the world, 

spiritually dead or alive. Those in Adam are lost, 

those in Jesus are saved. There is no one too bad 

to be saved and there is no one too good that could 

be saved by their own goodness. God has neutralized 

the entire world, the Hebrew with their religion and 

the heathen Gentile. 

Discussion

The world does not understand the meaning of a heathen 

Gentile today as much as they would have a long time ago, 

when the only religion was pagan. Gentiles of today have 

several forms of religion to look better to themselves, 

not to God.

Religion has been dragged into the Gentile world and 

people practice "christianity". God did not come to form 

"christianity". He came to form new people in Jesus (2 Cor 5:17). 

God did not form "christian religion", He formed a relationship 

with the living Jesus. People can be joined to a religion and 

not joined to God. Just because a person is sitting in church 

does not mean they are born again. All come to Jesus by faith, 

not by what they have done, but by faith alone in what He has 

done. Jesus accomplished it all for everybody if they will put 

their faith in Him. This is not complex, Jesus has done it all, 

and asks for us to walk by faith in that. 

Before faith is exercised, no one is a child of God. Believe 

you are a sinner, believe that Jesus came to die for you, 

believe that you are spiritually dead, and believe the need to 

accept the resurrected life of Jesus, accepting that He was 

raised from the dead in order to come and live in you. When a 

person accepts this Truth by faith, they are born again by 

The Spirit of God. 

Following the birth as a child of God, Paul said the redeemed 

are still in the world, but are not of the world. Redeemed people 

are here until physical death or removal by Jesus. It is somewhat 

like a ship on the ocean, on it but not in it. If the ship goes 

in the ocean, it becomes the ocean and sinks. All redeemed people 

continue to sin and have an enemy here. There are trials and 

tribulations, they lose loved ones, their bodies get sick and 

the devil is a thief of their joy.

All people in this world, redeemed or not, continue to have a 

free will to choose. When sin entered the world, there was 

something prior to sin that took place. God created man with a 

free will so people could choose good or evil. Since all of us 

can choose evil, does God control us like puppets? God does 

not say "no" to anyone's choice of evil. The reality of this 

for spiritually dead people is of paramount importance. 

All of us came into this world in a spiritually dead condition, 

and we are asked to make a choice on whether or not we want to 

stay that way. All are given the choice between accepting 

forgiveness, or wallowing around trying to create one. 

God could have either created man with a free will or as a 

robot. God did not create people to be controlled, He created 

them with a free choice. All people are free to choose to 

believe the lie of satan or the Truth of God. When God created 

Adam, he walked on this earth in total dependence on His Father. 

He walked in the Truth of the admonishment of the Father, in Jesus. 

He lived as Jesus talked about, "everything I do, I do in 

accordance with what my Father tells me". Adam followed 

the way of spiritual life until the day he chose to believe 

a lie from the devil. 

Because of Adam's choice to believe a lie, no one has any 

choice about coming into this world spiritually dead. Adam's 

choice was to die spiritually, and all people are born in 

Adam's sin. Adam was born with God living in him, spiritually 

alive, and chose the direction to spiritual death. 

Conclusion

Opposite to Adam's creation, all of us are born spiritually 

dead with an opportunity to choose Truth. None of us were born 

into this world as believers. We have a choice to remain dead 

or to choose Truth. The Holy Spirit of God does not miss 

anybody. Every person that has ever been born on this earth has 

been appealed to by the Spirit of God to come to Jesus. But 

since there are choices in this world, bad choices can be made. 

If God was to stop a bad choice, then people would not have a 

free will. God would have to control every person on earth, 

including the redeemed who still sin and make bad choices. 

That would not bring glory to Jesus, 

therefore God does not do this.

October 31, 2004

"Redemption and Identity" 

Part One - Gospel of Jesus

Part Two - Children of God

Part Three - The Destroyer

Part Four - Lies and Error

1 Thessalonians 2:18

"I (Paul) wanted to come to you time and again

 but satan hindered me"

Romans 15:30, 15:31

"strive together with me in your prayers to God 

 for me (Paul), that I may be delivered from

 those in Judea who do not believe"

Part Three- The Destroyer 

Introduction

Historically when people of this world are fearful, they 

seek the metaphysical in an attempt to predict and/or 

control their future. 

Discussion

The destroyer is satan, father of all lies. Objectives of 

satan include deception, theft and destruction. This chief 

of fallen angels is described in Isaiah 14 and Ezekiel 28. 

A comedian once said, "the devil made me do it", however this 

is not scriptural. The devil can influence people only in 

regards to a free will choice. There is no such thing as a

"zombie", and no person can be forced to submit to complete 

control by demonic spirits. The sovereignty of God means that 

God knows all things, but people are given free will. God will 

intervene with warning to correct people before they choose 

evil that destroys them, but if that person insists on believing 

satan's lie they will perish. God created Adam with the ability 

to choose, therefore both the spiritually dead and redeemed have 

a free will. The choice is listen to God or to listen to satan. 

If God allows it, listening to satan results in destruction. 

All redeemed have an enemy in this world because they are 

spiritually alive. Prior to redemption, they were not an enemy 

of the devil. No effort is required by the devil in order to 

deceive spiritually dead people, they are already his "friends" 

in an abominable way. Once a person is no longer a child of the 

devil, his ambition is to destroy them. Thank you Jesus that the 

goal for your children is to guide them into truth, and away 

from error and lies. Listening to God always leads to Truth, who 

is Jesus, the Word of God. 

How often do we say "God, how could you allow this to happen" 

when people we love die? Well, God did not bring death, satan 

brought death. God did not come into this world to bring death, 

He came into this world to bring life. God did not cause death, 

satan did. How often do we blame God for bad things? Do we "water" 

it down by saying "why did God allow this?" The answer to 

these questions is that God gave a free will to all people to 

make a choice.  

What can happen to a redeemed person who is listening to God 

and walking in newness of life when they interact with another 

who is not saved? What happens when someone who is listening to 

satan is told by him to "go and get" that redeemed person? 

Friends, I experience these attacks practically all the time. 

Should God interfere with this? Is God going to "zap" that 

person because they are going after His child? Well if He did, 

God would have to "zap" everyone. Redeemed people mess up too, 

all continue to sin. Scripture tells of someone preventing 

Paul from going to Thessalonica. Paul was stopped by satan, 

how did this happen? When Paul went to do something, people 

stopped him, and the devil was the initiator behind all of it. 

Should redeemed people cry out to God and complain "why did 

You allow this to happen?" Again, the answer of God is that 

all people have been given a free will. People who destroy 

the lives of others have a free will to do so. God is not 

going to stop evil people in every instance, because if He 

did, the redeemed would have to be controlled too. 

Conclusion

All redeemed people are hindered at times by the devil, 

including sickness. 

Friends, satan may hinder, but the control of this world is 

in the nail pierced Spiritual Hands of Jesus Christ.  

November 7, 2004

"Redemption and Identity" 

Part One - Gospel of Jesus

Part Two - Children of God

Part Three - The Destroyer

Part Four - Lies and Error

Romans 8:35

"Will tribulation or distress separate us from the Love of Christ?"

Part Four - Lies and Error 

Introduction

People may follow lies and error. Some survive suicide attempts, 

substance abuse, sexual diseases or criminal life that ends up in 

prison. At one time in these people's lives, they listened to 

satan's voice of temptation.

Discussion 

After the fact, some ask God, "how come you did this to me" 

or "why did you allow this to happen"? But when people suffer, 

something else can happen. They hear of the gift of Grace and 

eternal life, listen to Truth and read the Word of God to 

be born again. Distressing circumstances can work for a person's 

good. If God stopped everyone doing a crime, abusing a substance, 

following a misguided sexuality or attempting suicide, that person 

might never seek the Truth of Jesus. In the midst of a problem, 

Jesus can work to someone's good. People can end up infinitely 

better off as a result of wicked acts and suffering.

Trial and tribulation has a two fold nature. It can be self 

inflicted or as the result of others. We need to understand 

that in this world we are going to have tribulation. It is 

not realistic for any redeemed person to think that because 

they are in Jesus they will not have any problems.

God is not responsible for our problems, nor is he punishing 

us for our sinful ways. Jesus is not "after" anybody because 

they have been "bad". God put all punishment for the sin of 

all mankind upon Jesus. There is no punishment or condemnation 

left upon any person for sin in this life, but there will be 

condemnation for those who die and have committed the unpardonable 

sin, the only one there is, unbelief in Jesus for eternal life. 

Once redeemed, there is no eternal condemnation of that person 

Jesus because the Spirit of eternal life has set them free 

from the Law of sin and death. 

In spite of our difficulties, Jesus has overcome all of them 

for us. So what should our attitude be during these trials and 

tribulations of life? Well, there are natural outcomes as a 

result of sin, a person can choose sexual promiscuity and 

get AIDS. God did not give that person AIDS, a sexual partner 

did. A person can drink a bottle of whiskey, but God did not 

get the person drunk, the alcohol did. There are results to 

choosing sin, but the blame can never be leveled at God. 

There is an enemy of our soul, his name is satan, and he will 

do what he can to get us to believe his lies. We may believe a 

lie and fall flat on our face, yet God will work it towards 

good. Redemption is a "no lose" situation when we understand 

the faithfulness of God, and not give up in the midst of our 

difficulties. 

Conclusion

The Word of God lives as The Holy Spirit in all redeemed people. 

When redeemed people go through trial and trouble, God brings 

Truth to their thoughts and emotion. All redeemed people have a 

counselor called The Spirit of God living inside of them. 

Error that enters our mind is removed by Truth which sets us 

free. Redeemed people are not better than anyone else, they 

are just better off. 

Love of God leads to dependence upon God, which leads to 

obedience to God, and it only works in this order. Religion 

has it BACKWARDS, trying to force people to be obedient in a 

legalistic manner of "don't do this and don't do that". The 

reply of Jesus is that this self-effort is not only worthless, 

but irrelevant since it does not lead to love and dependency 

on Him. 

Religion says if we do this God will be pleased. There 

is NO FAITH in any of this, because God is already pleased 

with any person who is in Jesus. God is as pleased with ALL 

redeemed people as He is EVER going to get. The issue 

is that God loves the redeemed perfectly, they are to rest 

in that love, which leads to living in total dependency upon 

Jesus by trust. Trusting in God's perfect Love means there 

is nothing difficult about carrying out what He leads us to 

do, since we know that He directs us to that which is good. 

Even when we don't follow this, He still works for our growth. 

Redemption is a "win, win" condition. 
November 14, 2004

"What is anointing?" 

1John 2:20

"All redeemed people have an anointing from the Holy One (Jesus), knowing all things (of Jesus)"

Introduction

There is a group of people on television that keep talking about "the anointing". Anointing is an overused word in charismatic circles, suggesting that everything is supposed to be "anointed".

Old testament scripture had this kind of talk, but it is not found in the New Covenant. In old testament scripture, anointing was often used in regard to Kings and that sort of thing. In the New Covenant, the anointing on all children of God (the redeemed) is The Holy Spirit.

Discussion 

This is an example of something where people like a word, so they apply it to everything. Today, all redeemed have been anointed by The Holy Spirit of God in order to be set apart, and the word anointing means that which comes from God. 

Some who claim everything as being anointed, also teach praying to receive The Holy Spirit after redemption, also that we can lose it at any time, which would mean losing eternal life.  

Two things to mention about why this teaching is false. The first is that when you are born again, you are born again of the Spirit. You could not be born again unless the Spirit of God now lives in you (Romans 8:9 - anyone who does not have The Holy Spirit is not His) If you are born of the Spirit, the Spirit comes to indwell you, therefore, how can you receive the Spirit later? It is impossible to be born again today and receive The Spirit tomorrow. It is impossible to be redeemed unless you are anointed (or indwelt) by The Holy Spirit of God. There is a specific time in history when this takes place, a day in your human existence when you are born again. 

The second mention is What follows redemption. It's an everyday decision to be controlled (or filled by) The Spirit. There is both the point of history being indwelt and then there is the choice of being controlled by. If you don't know what it means to be controlled by The Spirit, how would you know if you were filled with it, or if you had lost it?

In Ephesians 5:18 it says not to be drunk with excess but be filled with The Spirit. The meaning of this is explained in the third chapter. Ephesians 3:18 and 3:19 talks of the width and length and depth and height to be filled to all the fullness of God, or being filled with The Spirit. The point here is how could you be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God and not be filled with The Spirit? It's impossible to be filled with The Spirit and not be filled to all measure, because they are both the same. Ephesians 3:19 tells us to know the Love of Jesus in order to be controlled by the Love of God. You can not pray to be filled with the Love of God, but you can pray that God will reveal His love to you to the point where you will be controlled by that Love. The Word of God speaks to us about His unconditional Love. We respond to that love by loving Him back. That is why the Word says it is not that we loved Him, but that He loved us first. The redeemed are responders, not initiators. So what does it mean to be continually controlled? It means to be controlled by the Love of God. That is why the scripture says that the only thing that counts is faith controlling itself by love. 

Conclusion

In the second chapter of first John, verse 20, it says we have an anointing from The Holy One and know the Truth. The teaching of Truth is the anointing of The Holy One. 

1John 2:27 explains this best.  

"the anointing that the redeemed have received from Him abides in them, and the redeemed do not need that anyone teach them; the anointing is the same concerning all things, is true, and is not a lie" 

Verses 18 to 26 of 1John2 explain truth and lies in the the world, and lies are from the spirit of antichrist. The antichrist denies The Father and The Son. There are people today that deny the existence of The Father, and saying it is only the Son. There is a Father and there is a Son, the Father is not The Son and The Son is not The Father. No one who denies the Son has the Father, and Whoever acknowledges the Son Has The Father. All of this ties into who God is, the Trinity. There are people today that are denying the trinity with "Jesus only" doctrine. Never take apart the Godhead because of an attraction to Jesus. 

There is only one way to remain in the Son and in the Father. The anointing that is in all redeemed people is The Holy Spirit. The role of The Holy Spirit is to take the things of Jesus and make them known to the redeemed. There is a real anointing and a FALSE anointing. 

The true anointing is the Spirit of God teaching truth all the time. When the anointing is anything other than this, such as a sporadic or occasional anointing, it is dealing with error.  
November 21, 2004

"What is propitiation?" 

1John 2:2

"He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world"

Romans 3:25

"Whom God set forth to be a propitiation by His blood, through faith, to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His forbearance God had passed over the sins that were previously committed"

John 1:29

"Behold The Lamb of God who takes away (not just forgives) the sin of the world" 

Introduction

In the film "Passion" the death of Jesus was portrayed. Was this death for the whole world, or did Jesus die only for believers? 

Discussion 

Surprisingly, the answer is that both apply, and the fact is that there are two important aspects.

Two words to focus on are "propitiation" and "redemption". Propitiation means to "appease the wrath of somebody" and redemption means "a purchase price to buy someone out of a slavery situation". 

The bible speaks of both. The ENTIRE world has been propitiated. 1John 2:2 says that Jesus is a propitiation for all our sins. This English word propitiation is based on the Greek word used in a context of the Hebrew word "mercy seat". The "mercy seat" refers to the lid on the Ark of the covenant where a high priest put shed blood once a year during Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement. All Israel was propitiated by this, that is God's wrath was satisfied. However, if an individual Hebrew did not bring a personal sacrifice for themselves in addition to this, it was considered a willful sin, which meant they had no hope. 

In other terms, the entire nation of Israel was propitiated on the Day of Atonement, but they were not redeemed. Propitiation applies to the whole world as 1John 2:2 says, but in terms of redemption, there is not a passage in the New Testament that says an unbeliever in the death burial and resurrection of Jesus is redeemed. Only believers are redeemed. That is why the Word says that the only unforgivable sin is unbelief in Jesus for eternal life. 

Conclusion

So did Jesus die only for believers, yes that is true for redemption ONLY. Did He die for the whole world, YES as a propitiation. People do really argue over this, and in my opinion, the Hebrew background is the best way I know of to understand the meaning.

Salvation is too generic and simple a description for the death of Jesus. There are a multitude of reasons given in the book of Hebrews that describe why Jesus died, read Hebrews 9:7 and 9:15. 

November 28, 2004

"lonely times of year" 

Hebrews 13:5

"He Himself has said "I will never leave you nor forsake you""

Introduction

Holidays can be difficult for those who are alone or away from 

loved ones. Some consider "giving up" or turning to alcohol. 

There can be almost be a self-centered thinking that a person 

gets, making them feel others should treat them in a way they 

think they ought to be treated. 

Discussion 

If people turn to alcohol in an effort to get rid of problems 

they stagnate at that point, because future problems are never 

addressed with substance abuse.  

The only way to calm our emotions is to deal with our situation 

at this moment. We need to realize that our problems will not 

always be the same. We have to live a day at a time, we 

can not project and think about lonely holidays being the 

hardest time of the year in regard to depression. It is crucial 

to stop thinking about the future and start thinking about today. 

Making oneself well has to include thinking one day at 

a time. Avoid thinking about what is up ahead, that is in 

God's hands. No one even knows if they are going to be alive 

tomorrow. 

We need to stay out of the future because we have no business 

up there. We need to stay out of the past, the past is over and 

it can not be changed. We might wish we could, but there is no 

way to change what we have done already. The only possession 

any of us have is today. The joy or anxiety of yesterday is gone, 

and future joy or anxiety is not here yet, and we can thank Him 

for today.

We all need to thank Jesus for every trial and tribulation that 

has come our way, thank Him for taking away of all of our sins 

two thousand years ago, thank Him for the joy we had in past times, 

and thank Him for the life we have today in Him. Thank Him for living 

in us right now, and for always. Praise Jesus for what we have today, 

and force ourselves to keep our eyes off of tomorrow. If holidays are 

troubling, we need get our minds off of them. Today is here, not 

future holidays. We should not be pre-occupied with how lonely we 

think we will be during holidays. The same Jesus that is in 

us today is already in us tomorrow so we don't have to worry 

about it. 

Conclusion

Last week we saw that Jesus was a propitiation for the entire 

world, and redemption is eternal life for those who accept it. 

This means never having a fear of trying to be right with God, 

because no redeemed person can turn their back on Him. There 

is no such thing as conditional salvation, only eternal life 

in Jesus. There was a day in every redeemed person's life where 

they accepted the free gift of eternal life. 

The only solution for spiritual death is spiritual life, and 

the only life available to us is the resurrected life of Jesus. 

God does everything and we do nothing. God demonstrated His 

unconditional love for the whole world by coming to this earth 

and dying to take away all sins of the entire world. He was 

raised from the dead in order that the life that raised Him from 

the dead could raise us from the dead. All people are born into 

this world dead spiritually, separated from God and with no 

relation with Him. When a person accepts the resurrected life 

of Jesus, they come alive and the Truth is in them. No one can 

turn their back on One who lives in them. A redeemed person 

overcomes anxiety and depression by recognizing they have a 

misplaced dependency upon worry, and depend on Jesus for life 

and contentment.  
December 5, 2004

"Version?" 

Revelation 22:18

"To everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to these things, God will add to them the plagues that are written in this book"

Introduction

Some people must think that God decided to remain aloof from man if they think that all Jesus did was to pitch a Bible to us and say "It's too bad you are all spiritually dead, here is a book".

Discussion 

Some suggest that the KJV (King James Version) is the only version that we need and possibly any other translation is some "satanic" way of diminishing God's Word. 

Whatever a persons background, one they partake of the revelation of God in Jesus, they are redeemed. If this were not the case, I would certainly feel sorry for Hebrews, Germans, Japanese, French, Italian, and all of the rest of the languages of the world that did not have a KJV written in English to rely upon. If KJV were the only version, that would mean that only English speaking people of the world could be redeemed. It is total nonsense to teach that the KJV, not Greek manuscripts (which the new covenant was written in) is the original. This would pre-suppose that Paul spoke in King James English, and nothing could be further from the truth. 

If you were to pick up an early KJV version you would hardly be able to recognize a word in it. KJV has gone through numerous revisions since it was first written since the language of the original is antiquated. There is nothing wrong with the KJV, what irritates me are people who claim that the KJV is the only correct translation. This is utter nonsense and heretical teaching in my opinion. 

King James was a (homosexual) king who authorized Greek scholars to translate Greek manuscripts (along with the Septuagint) into English language without commentary. The reason for this was that the Catholics and the Protestants had a bible with commentary. King James wanted to get rid of commentaries and just have a translation. There is nothing wrong with this, but KJV was written in the wording of that day, literally called "bar" language. 

Today, the translators of NIV, NASV, NKJV are scholars of Greek who work from Greek manuscripts, not from KJV. The results are translations that have been put into our vernacular (language). 

In the final analysis, it is not what the Word says it is what the Word means that we put faith into. If one does not know what the Word of God means, even the most pure and pristine translation in the world is meaningless. 

In my opinion, much this nonsensical teaching is being promoted based on a book a woman wrote that criticized every other translation except KJV. This book typically took a passage out of say an NIV and claimed the word "God" was left out. When one goes back to the Greek manuscript, "God" was not in the passage either. KJV had the word "God" inserted, so KJV is the one that added to the Word, not NIV. 

There are some bad translations of course, the one that the Jehovah Witnesses use has rewritten scripture to verify their own religion. Similar for the Mormon book, based on Joseph Smith looking through a magnifying glass at Egyptian symbolism.  

Conclusion

I have never studied from KJV, so how did I come to redemption? As for study, I use the NKJV, the NAS, NIV, and the Green's interlinear. The Holy Spirit teaches me the meaning of the words. 

The NKJV, NIV, NASV are all accurate pertaining to the meaning of the New Covenant.

There are "paraphrasing" books around today that I reject. Basically, these books have pulled in some new age language to try to make it sound more culturally relevant. None of these are a translation. 

One who will only endorse the KJV must think God spoke exclusively in "thees and thous and begats and begots". 
December 12, 2004

"Sanctification" 

2 Thessalonians 2:13

"salvation through sanctification by The Holy Spirit "

Introduction

Sanctified means to be used for a purpose consistent with the intent of which something was created. Sanctification is not some big "holy" word rather it is a practical term that is presented in the New Covenant. 

Discussion 

There is a phrase called "progressive sanctification", however there is no such thing. Scripture says all were sanctified at the moment they were redeemed. 

Here is one way to understand sanctification. I have a lamp on my desk for reading. When it is being used for that purpose, I am sanctifying it. Sanctification of my table lamp is using it for the purpose that it was manufactured for. I could take my desk lamp and cut off the electrical cord to use it for a paperweight. This would not be sanctification of my desk lamp because I would be using it for a purpose not intended in the design. 

The wrong application of redeemed sanctification is in the context of Old Covenant Law. God gave us Law so we could see the need for eternal life. Religious use of sanctification takes Law and uses it for a purpose other than what God created it for. Jesus did not create the Law to make any person holy, the Law was created to show everybody their un-holiness. 

Sanctification of a redeemed person means being set aside for a purpose that glorifies Jesus. In so doing, redeemed people are sanctified in their thinking. When it says to have an attitude as Jesus, it does not say that our actions are to be the same as Jesus. The attitude of Jesus while He was here in an "earth suit" was to only do what His Father told Him to. A redeemed person's actions are not going to be the same as Jesus unless they are directed to do something that Jesus has already done. The issue is not to copy Jesus, but rather emulate His attitude, living in dependency upon Him.  

This world has a basic thinking of self gratification. If this kind of thinking is not set apart (sanctified) in a redeemed person, their actions are not going to be set apart from the world. As a person thinks, then so they are. All behavior is consistent with what a person thinks. 

Consider accumulation of excessive wealth. The natural person will often desire this as an important goal, but the redeemed person will not usually pursue this. Of course there are wealthy redeemed people, but they should tell us that love of money is not a prime directive for them. The world has been desensitized in every level of the "love of money" to the point where the most perverted forms of wealth accumulation are being marched in front of us. Accumulation of material goods in order to mimic an appearance of wealth is everywhere. 

All human beings have a body that is out of control, but has the capability of being kept in control by the Holy Spirit of God. This same body also has the capability of being influenced by the enemy of God, the devil. This does not mean it is evil to think of having wealth, rather The Holy Spirit is what brings these desires under control. 

When it comes to how Jesus is dealing with the redeemed of this world, there is no condemnation to those who are in Him. It is essential to know this, because if we don't, then people who are redeemed are going to condemn one another. When it is not understood that there is no condemnation in Jesus, the person is going to live in fear of condemnation. There is nothing that any redeemed person can do that would prevent Jesus from loving them unconditionally in total acceptance. The only unconditional love and acceptance that any person is ever going to receive is from God. The world will condemn. A redeemed person is to judge their own actions, or the world is going to judge them. Under Grace, there is no condemnation from God, but the world will do so, when a redeemed person is not being sanctified by The Holy Spirit. 

Conclusion

Sanctification happens all at once, the moment of redemption.  

Redeemed people are to be set apart in their thinking, not what they do and do not do.
December 19, 2004

"Dispensations" 

Philippians 3:5 and 3:8

".. a Hebrew of the Hebrews concerning the Law. . for the excellence of the knowledge of Jesus I count (legalism) as (trash, rubbish, dung)"

Introduction

About fourteen years elapsed from the time of Paul's conversion to the time he started his ministry. This was the length of time it took for him to leave the Law behind in order to grow in Grace. 

In my opinion, Paul wrote the book of Hebrews, explaining that the Law had been fulfilled by Jesus in order to usher in the New Covenant. Paul knew legalism as well as anybody, yet we have a testimony in Philippians 3:8 that tells us what Paul thought of his legalistic righteousness. The book of Hebrews was written to the nation of Israel who had come out of the Age of Law and into the Age of Grace. Read Chapter 4 for an insight into Paul's description of Grace.   

Support Material

Consider the ten commandments. Jesus has not gotten rid of them, but be certain to understand that they are not the method of redemption today. This does not mean we are supposed to "ignore" breaking the ten commandments, however, redemption is deliverance from the consequence of The Law, which is eternal spiritual death. 

Every one of the ten commandments, with the exception of the Sabbath day, is mentioned in the Epistles to the redeemed. Paul warned to turn from idols, a commandment stated to have no other God. In 1John 5:21, warning is given to flee from idols. James taught not to swear by heaven or earth, a commandment stated not to take God's name in vain. Ephesians 6:1 says to obey parents (in the Lord), a commandment says to honor father and mother. A commandment says not to kill, and 1John 3:15 says that whosoever hates his (brother in Christ) is a murderer. 1 Corinthians 6:9,10 says to flee adultery, Ephesians 4:23 says steal no more and a commandment says not to steal. Do not bear false witness is told of in Colossians 3:9 and Paul said to lie not. Ephesians 5:3 says that covetousness is not to be named of the redeemed, and a commandment says not to covet. All ten commandments, with exception of the Sabbath day are mentioned, because there is no such thing as a Sabbath day for the redeemed. 

Colossians clearly states to let no one judge the redeemed in respect to the ordinance of the keeping of the Sabbath by those under the Law. There is nothing wrong with desiring to observe the first day of the week in honor of when Jesus was resurrected from the dead, but there is no Sabbath to be adhered to. 

NO GENTILE was EVER given the Law!

Discussion 

We are in the age of Grace now, the previous dispensation was the age of Law. 

Jesus gave Israel a Mosaic system which was in effect for a period of time, not a permanent arrangement at all. There were three parts to Mosaic Law, the commandments, the judgments and the ordinances. The commandments were what governed moral life, judgments governed civic life, and ordinances governed Israel's religious life.  

Jesus has given people different administrations since Adam. The recent two are very much in contrast, Law and Grace. Jesus Christ is the complete fulfillment of all of the Law, in order for people to be under Grace. Jesus offers redemption, which is eternal life, to all the world by what He has done. 

The Law was temporary. We are told in Galatians 3:19 that Law was added because of transgressions, until the seed (Jesus) to whom the promise was made, came. Law is not for any redeemed person of today since under Law, no one can ever be at rest. Rest today is redemption in eternal life that Jesus has provided. 

Conclusion

Many rituals of Law were given to Israel, all of them have been fulfilled in Jesus. He was the end of The Law in the sense that He was the one that the Law was pointing to. 

In religion today, there is a lot of the "words of men". All one has to do is start watching "christian television stations" to see the "word of men" that is not the Word of God. The devil uses this tactic regularly, taking an excerpt from the Word and using it to present far more of the "word of men" along with it. This has been going on since the Day of Pentecost but the main difference today is that due to media, the world is more exposed to deception.

The only way to react to the "word of men" is to ask The Holy Spirit to reveal what is The Word of God, and only the redeemed have God's Spirit living in them. No matter what the level of knowledge of a redeemed person is, The Holy Spirit of God living inside of them will reveal error to them when called upon, since He is committed to teaching Truth and providing counsel. 
December 26, 2004

"What does Son of God mean?"

Isaiah 9:6 

"... Unto us a Son is given"

Introduction

This verse is often quoted at this time of the year, but how many actually understand what it means? Is Jesus called The Son of God because He is some sort of child who was born? Absolutely NOT, and religious confusion often attacks His deity by asking how Jesus can be God if He is called The Son of God.

Support Material

Those who were redeemed in the early beginning of the body of Christ would draw a picture of a fish to identify one another. Historical artifacts from early gatherings with James in Jerusalem clearly display it as well.

The Greek letters of Ichthus (ikh-thoos - strongs 2486) "IXOUS" (Greek for fish) have EVERY letter representing Jesus. The first one looks like an I, Iesous (ee-ay-sooce - strongs 2424) forJesus, little X is Christos (kris-tos - strongs 5547) Christ, a little circle with a line through it is Theos (theh-os - strongs 2316) for God, a little u like figure, upsilon for huios (hwee-os - strongs 5207) or son, and s for soter (so-tare - strongs 4990) for saviour. The symbol of the fish was idolatry to those under Jewish Law because the fish symbol meant Jesus-Christ-God-Son-Saviour. 

Discussion 

Is Jesus some kind of a religious leader, good man, prophet, martyr, deluded paranoid, liar, deceiver, victim of circumstance, founder of christianity, or carpenter turned preacher? What is He? 

Most of the world refuses to believe that Jesus is God. Without any doubt, it is necessary to accept that He is God in order to receive eternal life. All kinds of people today live in "christian cultures" attend "christian church buildings" and announce that they "believe" in Jesus. People just such as this and cultic teachers continue to say that He is not God. All redeemed children of God know the exact opposite. There are multitudes of people who think they are redeemed but are not, which is proven by their doubt of Jesus being God. 

Jesus is not "a" God, He is not even described as "the" God, He is God period. First Timothy 3:16 describes God becoming a man. God was put on display for the world to see when God became flesh, the historical tine that God walked here in an "earth suit". 

No one will escape the Truth of 1John 5:20 that says Jesus Christ is God. Notice mention of eternal life in this passage. A person either believes this and has eternal life, or they don't and are spiritually dead. 2Corinthians 5:19 covered the entire world, God was In Christ reconciling the whole world, not counting their sins against them. The sin issue is over for every person because Jesus took it away on the tree. The real problem facing the world today is that people need eternal life. It is sad that heretical teachers continue to promote redemption as being forgiven for sin, which is a necessary step of the process, but not redemption and acceptance of eternal life.   

What about the term "Son of God" in The Old Covenant? Well, some Jewish people become very upset when they are told that Jesus is BOTH God and Messiah. In Isaiah 9:6,7, Jewish followers reluctantly agree that the passages refer to The Messiah, since there is also reference to God, but this is where some are really confused, including heretical teachers of "christian religion". There are not three Gods, there is only one God who manifests Himself as Father, as Son, and as Holy Spirit. Jesus is God in the Old Testament as Messiah, and Jesus is God in the New Covenant, without this Truth there can be no redemption for anyone. 

Cultic teachers and "religious christians" (often calling themselves evangelical teachers) argue that the concept of "origin" of Jesus implies that He is the child of somebody. The  word in Greek teknon (tek-non - strongs 5043) implying biological offspring is never used in reference to Jesus anywhere in the Bible. In my opinion, this extends to Mary as well (specifically her 23 chromosomes). Jesus was never born of the Father, so what does "Son of God" mean? 

It is the word "huios" (hwee-os - strongs 5207) or Son which refers to the Heir, the one who receives the inheritance, and it does NOT require the Son to be a blood or biological relative. In Roman times, one could take a slave who was not one of their household or family, and adopt them as their "huios" (or son) in order for them to receive inheritance and to ride in their chariot as their son. The slave who became "huios" was then one with equal privileges and rights. 

Jesus being the Son of God makes Him EQUAL with God, but it does not imply in any way that He is some sort of offspring. John 5:18 describes the healing of a man on the Shabbat. Hebrews of that time were not only infuriated that Jesus healed on the Shabbat, but that He also made Himself equal with God. 

In John 10:30, Jesus proclaimed that He and The Father are one. Cultic teaching such as the Jehovah Witness twist this to imply it means "one in sprit only" which is incorrect. This is proven in verse 31, where it describes the death penalty by stoning to be carried out for His statement of being equal with God. The charge was blasphemy and the sentence was death by stoning. Jesus quoted from Psalm 82 by calling them "gods". Psalm 82 is about calling the judges and leaders of Israel "gods" (small "g" plural form). The point is they had the responsibility to speak the Word of God to the people, which gave them authority to represent God, and people accepted and understood this. Jesus was not playing down that He is God by comparing Himself with these judges and leaders. The Hebrews that were there clearly understood what Jesus meant, EQUAL with God, which is why they sought to stone Him.

The Sanhedrin later used this statement of Jesus being equal with God to convince the Romans to crucify Him on a tree. The charge was blasphemy, and it still stands in Jewish teaching of Mosaic Law today. John 19:7 explains the death penalty for those who make themselves equal with God. 

Conclusion

Jesus being called The Son of God does not mean origin, it means equality with The Father. Jesus is NEVER called the born one of God, but He is The Heir. Jesus is NEVER called the "child" of God, He is called the Son, the Heir, and is equal with The Father in every way. All inheritance belongs to Him, and Jesus has inherited everything of The Father. 

The redeemed are the "children" of God, not Jesus. What an awesome privilege, considering all redeemed have been adopted. This is the basis of why a redeemed person can never lose their salvation, since in Jewish Law it is impossible for any adopted child to lose their right as that adopted child.

The birth of Jesus is celebrated all over the world, and most seem to consider it significant and relevant, but they do not know Him. His name is One, and His attributes and abilities are expressed in many names throughout the Bible. The Lord, Yeshua, YHVH, Messiah, Jesus Christ, and Jesus can only be correct when it is understood beyond a doubt that Jesus is God. 

