January 2, 2005

"Instead of Jesus"

1John 2:18

". . . many antichrists have come . . ."

Introduction

"Anti" is a word of substitution that means in the place of or instead of. An antichrist is often thought of as one who opposes Jesus, which is true, but this is not the major meaning of the term. "Anti" means instead of, a counterfeit, one who looks like or acts like. 1John 2:18 describes someone that people substitute for Jesus. 

Understanding who Jesus The Son of God is, provides the best defense against being deceived. We saw last week that Jesus is the Son of God, not referring to His origin, but rather His position as The Heir equal with God. Jesus is eternal, unchangeable, omnipresent (everywhere at once), omniscient (knows all things), omnipotent (power over everything), and perfect (all the fullness of God dwells in Him). Jesus created all things, controls all things and sustains all things. Jesus conquers death by raising people from the dead, including raising Himself from the dead, which established Him as the only source of eternal life.  

Support Material

In Romans 6:14 we see that Jesus fulfilled the Law in order to offer Grace. By His one offering, He took away all sins forever, therefore there is no further offering for sin. Redemption is not to stop sinning, it is to start trusting Jesus for eternal life. 

Discussion 

Understanding who Jesus is can not be fully explained in this short letter. However, here are five descriptions of Him from the Bible that will help to differentiate Him from the antichrists of religious systems. 

JESUS CARRIED OUT THE WILL OF GOD
In John 4:34 Jesus explained that His food was to do the Will of Father God, just as all redeemed today are to cease self effort and allow the Holy Spirit to work in and through them. In John 6:38, Jesus explained that He came from Heaven not to do His own will, but the will of Him who sent Him. Everyone who sees Jesus The Son (Heir) as their redemption has eternal life that can never be lost. He was sent into this world to give eternal life to all those who believe He provides it. 

JESUS SATISFIED THE LAW

In Matthew 5:17 we read that Jesus fulfilled the Law and satisfied it's righteous demands. No one can fulfill the Law, James 2:10 explains that if one fails in any area of the Law they have broken all of it. The Law has penalties for being broken, produces guilt, brings consequences, and the soul that has broken the Law dies for eternity. To put this into perspective, anyone who ever worried about anything ever in their life has broken the Law. Can any person on this world say that they have never worried?

In Romans 10:3 it clearly explains how the entire Nation of Israel failed to fulfill the righteous demands of the Law. Jesus is the end of The Law forever, and righteousness for everyone who believes Him. God In Jesus satisfies the Law for every person who accepts Truth. 

JESUS SEEKS THE SPIRITUALLY DEAD (EVERY PERSON ON EARTH)

In Luke 19:10 Jesus makes Himself known to us for salvation, providing eternal life to those who are spiritually dead, which is everybody. Religions of this world are built on efforts of people who are seeking God, but rather, Jesus is seeking all of us! Practically every group of people somewhere has heard of John 3:16 to 3:18, that explain our need for eternal life. Religion goes on about how awful we all are, but Jesus already knows how awful and condemned (spiritually dead) everyone is, so He is not condemning anyone.

JESUS IS THE LIGHT FOR DARKNESS

In John 8:12 Jesus is the light of eternal life. He came to bring light (eternal life) to our darkness (eternal death). Darkness can be having no meaning or purpose to your existence. Darkness can mean being overwhelmed, depressed and discouraged with no perspective of hope in your circumstances. In John 12:46 Jesus is called the light that has come into this world so that whoever accepts Him does not abide in darkness.  

JESUS IS THE SOURCE OF ETERNAL LIFE

In John 6:48 the food that was provided in the desert where there was no food is applied to Him. Jesus is the source of eternal life, not the food that we eat down here. Jesus is the Living Bread of Eternal Life because those that eat of it will never die in eternity. John 10:9, Jesus provides eternal life because He is the provider of life in eternity. John 10:28 could not be clearer, Jesus is the provider of eternal life, and no one in Jesus (redeemed) will ever perish. It is almost impossible to hear any of these truths in the religions and church buildings that millions of people are part of. Those that do not know what redemption is, teach that forgiveness of sin is salvation, which is false. God was in Christ reconciling the whole world unto Himself, not counting sins against them, 2Corinthians 5:19,

Jesus entered into our death so that we could enter into His eternal life. If sin had not been taken away forever and put behind the back of God never to be seen again, the first time any redeemed person sinned, they would lose their redemption. Redeemed people are not better than another person, they are just better off. Redeemed people do not receive eternal life (redemption, salvation) by the death of Jesus they do so by the life (resurrection) of Jesus. 

Conclusion

No one is redeemed because their parents or their grandparents are. No one can turn over a new leaf, try to do better, say no to drugs or anything else to obtain redemption. No one can achieve eternal life by their own effort, or by the effort of any other person. Jesus is not a role model, or a teacher, or an example to follow in order to receive eternal life. A person can pick up all the vocabulary, go to a church building, and never receive eternal life from Jesus. It's not your church, your background, your ideas or your friends ideas that redeem you.  

There is only one way to God, only one mediator between people and God, Jesus. 

Jesus is infinite life which is equal to all human life that He created, and He is he only provider of it. The only thing that gives a person eternal life (redemption, salvation) is accepting it from Jesus. 
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"Death is the absence of life"

Philippians 3:11 

"If, by any means, I may attain to the resurrection from the dead"

Introduction

It all began in the Garden of Eden with a choice to partake of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Jesus said to Adam and Eve, that on the day you decide it is not necessary to depend on God, you will die. 

Death is the absence of life. The life of God departed from Adam and Eve making them dead to Jesus. Their human spirit became dead to what vacated it, The Spirit of God. This made Adam and Eve dead to God and alive to the world. To this day, the human spirit is still very much alive to the world, and everywhere there are people trying to seek God. There is enormous religious interest due to an awareness that something is missing, which is The Spirit of God living inside someone. Until a person puts faith in having received eternal life from Jesus, they will search for God and never find Him. The realization of human spiritual death in order to accept eternal life from Jesus is all that is required. This is easy to accept, yet the minds of people rebel and reject Jesus. 

Discussion 

The destiny of this earth is that it will be destroyed by fire (2Peter 3:10). The religious world has strange ideas about escape from the destruction. Instead of trusting Jesus, substitution of prayers, witnessing and attending religious groups are promoted. What people have failed to realize in these circumstances, is that everyone has fallen short of God's standard and no one is righteous. Not one person in and of themselves can stand in front of God in their own righteousness. People can be as good as they can, which is to their benefit, but it is of no benefit to God. The reason Jesus does not look at any human righteousness is because not one person has any. Religion is always looking at one person being better than another and Jesus knows all are no good. Moses, Abraham and David were all people after God's own heart, yet study them in the Old Testament! The Old Testament itself is an account of people’s failures and the patience of Jesus in the midst of it all. All people have their own weakness and none of us is good. Our human bodies can never be righteous, but our spirit is, when The Spirit of God is there. THAT is eternal life and with that position, it does not matter about the world being destroyed by fire.  

How many of us have things in our past we would like to forget? How many of us have been hurt deeply, insulted, offended or rejected by someone else? The message of lawless people and religion is to hang on what we have done wrong forever, the message of Jesus is FORGET about the past FOREVER. The world says to remember, psychiatrists say to dig it up and recall it. Why does the Word of God say to forget the past forever? Because when a redeemed person holds on the past, they are open to attack by the devil, and can become despondent and disinterested, even forgetting that they have eternal life that can never be lost.  
So what does it mean to fall from the secure position of having eternal life? Well, if we fall from something we have to fall to something. Falling from Grace is returning to trying to keep The Law, which no one is able to do. Specifically, falling is when a redeemed person judges them self by the standard of Law, usually proclaiming "I don't do this and I don't do that". From God's vantage point, the judgment of a person under Grace is that they are righteous and have eternal life, as His child, and perfectly loved In Christ. Rest is knowing that you have eternal life, and loss of rest (guilt) is thinking according to the Law. Nowhere in the Word of God is there any statement regarding losing eternal life. Lawless people, or people who distort the truth, or people who never look at anything from God's vantage point (instead of their own), bombard others with lies and error. They manifest error as demand for punishment according to some label of "common sense". Friends, The Word of God is not common sense, it is total wisdom. If we allow ourselves to listen to one another, or some of these "religious sermons" where all that exists is condemnation, before long, a redeemed person can fall from their position that God has called them to, and start trying to live under the Law. People want to control others because that is the way we all are. 

Bad things happen in the world we live in because God gave people their own will and choice. Those that teach against this represent the most nonsensical teaching on the face of the earth. 

Conclusion

It is God's will that none should perish. Even though this is God's Will, are there going to be people that perish? (absolutely). This does not mean it is God's will for this to happen, it means that there are those who rebel against His Will.
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“Which Mountain?”
Exodus 19:16

". . .there were thunderings and lightnings, and a thick cloud on the mountain (Mt. Sinai); and the sound of the trumpet was very loud, so that all the people trembled"

Luke 9:34

"While (Peter) was talking, a cloud came and overshadowed (Peter and those with him); and they were fearful as they entered the cloud"

Hebrews 12:21

"so terrifying was the sight (Mt. Sinai) that Moses said "I am exceedingly afraid and trembling""

Hebrews 12:22,23

"Come to Mt. Zion, the Heavenly Jerusalem. . . to the assembly and the (collection) of the firstborn (the REDEEMED) who are registered (written in The Book of Life because they accepted eternal life) in Heaven, to God The Judge (Jesus) of all" 

Introduction
Friends, I was deceived by religion at one time. The final ending of any acceptance of religion by me took place on September 21st of 2000. That is the day that The Holy Spirit of God specifically put the verse of Luke 9:34 directly into my mind. 

Support Material
All redeemed people in the first gatherings under James (in Jerusalem) had to have been Hebrews from the Day of Pentecost. Until Paul, Barnabas and others spread out, this first redeemed group were all Jewish people that used to go to the temple in order to listen to the Mosaic Law being read. Certainly, these people felt very left out of Jewish gatherings, since they were no longer part of that system at all.  

Discussion 
I have no intention of going to Mt. Sinai to seek Jesus. That is where the Old Covenant of Law was given to Moses. At the base of Mt. Sinai after the Law was given, 3000 people (Exodus 32:27,28)  died by sword by the hands of the Levite priests! The giving of The Law had no delight for anyone, only death. There was thunder, lightning, earthquake, storm, fire and trumpet blast loud enough to invoke a terrifying experience. Exodus 20:24 describes how Jesus would break out with fiery wrath towards anyone other than Moses or Aaron. Who would desire to have this wrath of Jesus upon them? Yet, the majority of those in religion and church buildings today are continuing to try and uphold this Law of wrath and death by their own effort (which is impossible). 

The giving of The Law was frightening. Jesus gave the Jewish people a sacrificial system whereby they could bring a sacrifice, and an animal died because The Law could not be upheld. 

The first group of redeemed (all Jewish) were used to going to the temple for a sacrificial ritual. Now there was nothing for them to go to, no ceremony and no sacrifice to bring. This world is still in The Age of Grace that began on the Day of Pentecost. There is still no religious ceremony for us to go to, anymore than there is a need for animal sacrifice. Jesus took away (NOT just covered) the sin of the entire world, and there is NO further sacrifice for sin. Jesus is NOT returning to deal with sin again, "it is finished"! Because of this, eternal life is available to any person that asks for it, and it can never be lost because of ongoing sin (which everyone commits). 

Mt. Zion is the heavenly city, the eternal city of God, called the New Jerusalem in the Book of Revelation. This is the mountain to aspire to in eternity, not Mt. Sinai. 

Conclusion

On the Day of Pentecost, 3000 people received ETERNAL life from Jesus when The Holy Spirit permanently indwelt them. Recall the same number of 3000 people died a violent death at Mt. Sinai where the Old Covenant of Law was given. 
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Learning 

Romans 10:4

"Jesus is the end of The Law to everyone who is redeemed"

Romans 8:9

"If anyone does not have the Spirit of God dwelling in them, they are not redeemed"

Malachi 3:8

"But you (Israel) say, in what way have we (Israel) robbed You? (Jesus answers Israel) In tithes and offerings"

Introduction

Learn to depend on The Holy Spirit, not man, to teach you the meaning of the word of God.

Support Material

There are people in seminary school who are not redeemed. A graduate that is not redeemed is going to go out as a lost pastor and teach lost doctrine. 

There are redeemed people who do not depend on anything other than their own understanding. 

There are both redeemed and spiritually dead people who study Hebrew and Greek in order to claim that they know the Word of God from an understanding of languages.

These are some of the reasons for the different doctrines around today.

Discussion 

People who do not depend on the Spirit of God to reveal truth to them make interpretations based on their own bias.

A person coming from a Baptist seminary is going to teach a Baptist persuasion and a Methodist seminary is going to produce a Methodist persuasion. Why does it matter what Luther said, Calvin said, what Catholics say or what Protestants say? Redeemed people need to ask Jesus to reveal the meaning of His Word, and if that happens to match up with a certain persuasion, then praise Him!

Learn to reject what a denomination may teach, or what you thought in the past, each time The Spirit of God reveals something to you, since God lives inside all redeemed people and is committed to reveal Truth, no matter what the educational level.  

One example of scriptural misunderstanding today is the subject of donating money. Many in church buildings and on television push the "tithe offering", despite the fact that this is of The Law that was given to Israel and NEVER given to Gentiles (those that are not Hebrews). 

Tithing is bias from a personal understanding failure to divide between Law and Grace. If Malachi 3:8 (old covenant) is to be pulled over into the new covenant, then why don't the same people that teach tithing pull over the slaying of bulls and goats on Saturday and Sunday as well? Basically, the reason people push tithing is that they do not believe in the indwelling Jesus to work in the minds of people. If Jesus is no more to them than someone who died on a tree, but has not been raised from the dead in order to provide eternal life, and that He lives inside all redeemed people to lead and guide, then they will not be able to understand what the Bible teaches about tithing and the dispensation of Grace. 

If a person is trusting Jesus for such an important issue as eternal life, then why do they not trust Him to reveal the meaning of the Word of God? 

If a person is learning by the indwelling Holy Spirit, and learning how to live by faith in dependence on Jesus, then why do they lean to their own bias and understanding on tithing? 

If one follows deceptions of their own understanding, or lies and deceptions of other individuals and religious denominations, it is practically impossible to rest in the peace (Fruit of The Holy Spirit) that surpasses all understanding!  

Conclusion

There are many individuals and groups that co-mingle Law and Grace despite the fact that Romans says that Jesus is the end of the Law. 

There is very little truth if any being taught in the "mass teaching of christianity".

People play "spiritual hopscotch" so to speak, by picking or ignoring things they desire with personal bias.
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What is worship? 

Genesis 1:26

"Then God (Jesus) said "Let Us (Trinity) make man (Adam) in our image (with a spirit-alive to God) . ."

Romans 12:1

". .brethren (redeemed). . present yourself . .holy (usable by Jesus), which is your reasonable service (worship)"

Introduction

None of us reading this were created at birth in the image of God, all of us were born in the image of Adam. The first chapter of Genesis says Jesus created Adam, and when Adam had a son after about 130 years, it was a birth in Adam's image (Seth). 

Adam fell, and since you and I were born in the image of Adam, all of us were born in the fallen state of Adam, which means spiritually dead. 

Discussion 

Some people have elaborate definitions of worship, and there are groups and individuals claiming they can teach people how to worship. It is ridiculous for anyone to claim they know a method for teaching worship, since the New Covenant defines worship as something completely different from the Old Testament. Romans 12 says that worship is to make your living body available to The Living God that lives in and through you. That is what I am going with. 

Worship is not sitting in a service and lifting your hands up (a remnant of Hebrew behavior illustrating frustration in reaching God), or singing praise songs (which IS a praise service but not a worship service). You don't have to be redeemed to sit in a service getting "goose bumps" from singing songs or hearing a message, but you do have to be redeemed in order to make yourself available to Jesus. 

What has happened today, as with so many things, is that people have re-defined something called worship and lost the meaning. If the marvelous concept of worship has been reduced to the singing of songs and lifting of hands and all that type of thing, then it has turned into a once a week deal, like an hour a week to worship God, and then for the rest of the time who cares about worship, all of us will just go off and do our own thing. 

The tragedy of people who push and teach a reduced and incorrect concept of worship is that they serve to take people's eyes off of the need to be redeemed. as well as for redeemed people to be available to the Living God to live His life in and through them. 

Conclusion

It says if any person be in Christ they are born again as a new creation (born again of the Spirit) meaning they are completely alive (physical body, soul and spirit).

Dad and mom don't give anyone the Spirit of God, they provide a body and a soul (basic personality). Eternal life given to a human spirit is a creation by God, not a birth. Being created in the image of God can only happen when a person receives eternal life (redemption). Then and only then is worship of God even possible. A natural born person can not worship God prior to the state of becoming a new creation with eternal life.   
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Prayer  

Romans 8:26

"We do not know what we should pray for, The Holy Spirit makes intercession for us . ."

Introduction

Last years "christian hula hoop" was the "prayer of Jabez", and once in a while I meet people who talk about praying, praying and praying. Some pray in regard to situations where they know little about the people involved and prayers for dead people are to be avoided because they can invoke demonic interaction. 

In my opinion, the most disgusting thing is solicitation for someone to pray for you in response to you giving them money. I wonder how many prayer requests are ever carried out despite the fact that the money is collected. 

Discussion 

A farmer prays for rain and a golfer prays for sunshine. Which one of these people is going to have their prayer answered by their request? Does God have priorities on prayer? If someone asks several people to pray for something, does it result in their prayer getting answered somehow?  

People assume that if they get their friends to pray along with them that it either moves God to answer their prayers, or to do so faster. This does not make any sense and I don't know where people get this from. There is no such thing as more people praying for something to make it happen since it is not our will, but His that will be done. 

God is the initiator of all things including prayers. I pray when The Holy Spirit confirms my feelings to do so. I need God's will for my life, not answers to prayers that I guess are relevant. Just like everyone else, I can easily form prayers that are more in accordance with some personal greed instead of God's Will for me.

Talk to God (pray) in accordance with what He has said in His Word. Thank Him for His mercy, Grace, goodness, kindness and the fact there is no condemnation upon His redeemed children. Jesus has given redeemed people everything they need for life and godliness, so what do we ask Him for when He has already given everything? 

God gave us two ears and one mouth, so we ought to be doing twice as much listening as praying. If we are not listening to the Truth of The Word of God, then how intelligent is what we pray for going to be? If we don't know Truth from God's Word how can we form prayers? 

Jesus said He did not do anything or say anything unless the Father told Him to while He was here in an "earth suit". I have to conclude that "not saying anything unless the Father told Him" included prayer. 

Conclusion

Avoid prayer that makes no biblical sense, specifically Old Covenant prayers carried into the current dispensation of Grace. 

A redeemed person is indwelt by the Holy Spirit and is as godly as they are ever going to get. They don't need to pray as a method to increase their standing before Jesus because no redeemed person has an advantage over any other redeemed person for talking to God. Any redeemed person can pray without others being involved because their relationship with Jesus is the issue. 

If something comes up that God puts in our perception, accept that the reason for this is that God intends to fulfill it at some point in time. 
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Sin?

2Corinthians 10:3,4

"For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh. 

 For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty in God for 

 pulling down strongholds."

Introduction

In the Garden of Eden, when Adam ate from the tree of the knowledge of 

good and evil he died. From that time forward, people continue to say 

they don't need God to determine good from evil and lean on their own 

understanding by rejecting The Holy Spirit for direction upon their path. Such situational ethics have been quite prevalent in the world during the last few decades. What sets redeemed people apart from the world is Truth living inside them as The Holy Spirit. When a redeemed person goes out to proclaim God's Truth they are often at odds with the world, particularly human "religion".

Discussion 

I have met a number of men and women who are actively homosexual, can they be redeemed? Can a person committing adultery be redeemed? Can a person who worries be redeemed? 

There is no difference in sin regarding worry, adultery or homosexuality. 
Sin is sin, and Jesus took all of it away forever on the tree. No person will be separated from God due to their sin unless it is the unforgivable sin, rejection of eternal life from Jesus who is resurrection and life. 

When a person is alive in Jesus, He is alive in them (redemption). since all redeemed people continue to sin, the obvious question is whether Jesus leads them into acts such as adultery, drunkenness or homosexuality. The answer is that Jesus does not lead anyone into these, it is the desire of human nature that guides people into behaviors, which is why our desire is against the desire of God's Spirit. A person may be in a situation where they commit sin and say that it is not sin by suggesting they are born that way (homosexuality for example), but this is a deception since it would imply that God has tempted people with error, which is impossible. 

Even redeemed people can commit homosexual acts but they can not take a 

stand against what the Word of God states about it and feel comfortable 

forever. It is impossible to be redeemed and deny what Jesus says about 

obvious sin.

Redeemed people sin and I do so just like everyone else. Consider the sin of worry, which is opposite to faith and that which is not of faith is sin. Any redeemed person can exercise a lack of faith, but can a redeemed person who is aware of a lack of faith enjoy it or like it? The answer is no, and chances are that if a person is happy in a lifestyle that is counter to God's Truth, it is doubtful they are redeemed. A person who is indwelt by The Holy Spirit will definitely have an internal reaction to what they know is not Truth of God and react to a lifestyle that is not consistent with redemption. 

Conclusion

Is being a drunk or a slanderer any different than being a homosexual? If a person is happy being a slanderer or a drunk, it is no different than being happy about being homosexual. It is not a case of "can we do something?", it is our attitude behind it. The real issue is what goes on inside a person when they do something that they know is contrary to the Will of God. Whether a person is happy to participate in what is opposite to The Truth of God is the issue, not condemning others with "don't do this and don't do that".

It is possible for a person to commit sin when they are redeemed, but 

they can never lose eternal life since all sin was taken away by Jesus on the tree. However, if a person only does the things they want to do, are they really redeemed?
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Sin and Death

1John 5:16

"He (Jesus) will give anyone life even though they continue to sin, but there is a (one) sin that everyone can remain spiritually dead in"

Introduction

Redemption is resurrection from death. You are saved by faith when you have accepted the provision of Jesus that He made at both the tree and the resurrection, by accepting the fact that you were born spiritually dead. If a person can not see them self as spiritually dead, there is no meaning or understanding to the provision of life from Jesus. A person who understands spiritual death and the need for life will find redemption. 

Discussion

What is the sin leading to death? Sometimes, people equate sin with the nasty nine, the dirty dozen, the terrible twelve, instead of realizing that sin is unbelief. That which is not of faith is sin. To know the definition of anything, go back to where it began. The origin of sin was in the Garden of Eden when Adam and Eve sinned by believing satan and denying the Truth of God. Sin is defined as sinning against Truth. 

The sin of everyone has been taken away on the tree, the verdict was guilty, the punishment for that guilty verdict was death, and Jesus took all of the punishment for the guilty verdict, which is why there is no punishment due to sin left for anyone. Jesus took away the sins of the entire world, which includes BOTH the redeemed and the spiritually dead. God was in Christ reconciling the world. the whole world, unto Himself, not counting our sins against us. It goes back to Adam and forward to eternity, so no person will ever stand before Jesus for condemnation of their sins, but rather the rejection of Him. Jesus said the world's sin (there is only one) is unbelief in Him. The only question that God will ever ask is what did you do with Jesus. The only escape from the Great White Throne judgment is being written in the Book of Life, not an evaluation of how good you are. During the Age of Grace (now), you are written in the Book of Life when The Holy Spirit of God enters you (redemption, born again). 

Conclusion

There is no issue of whether someone thinks they are godly or not, the issue is whether or not they are born again. The average religious person does not believe the bible they believe what they have been told about the bible. Their faith is rooted in what they have been told, not what the bible says, and that is why they are often not redeemed. Religion is based on the history of a particular system and not in the revelation of what the Word of God says. 

In order to give us eternal life, which is what redemption is, we had to be saved from something, which was the consequence of sin (death) by the gift of God which is eternal life. 

If Jesus came to give life, it meant we were dead. The problem over and beyond every persons sin nature is absence of life. There is a death issue to deal with for every person. The wrath of God does not come upon people it remains upon every person born into the world since they were born spiritually dead. No person comes alive by being a Protestant, or a Catholic or a Jew, they can only come alive by accepting the fact of what God has said, and that is all of us are born dead and Jesus came to give us life. No one can ever come alive unless they understand what salvation is. Nothing could be further from truth, if a person thinks that by joining a religion or a church that they have salvation. A priest is not saved, a pope is not saved, and a religious person is not saved unless they see their need for life from Jesus. People can be the nicest people on earth, yet be spiritually dead and separated from God. 

There is no way for a redeemed person to have unbelief in Jesus. so despite their ongoing sin nature, they can not commit the one sin that leads to death. 
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"Take out the worry"

Philippians 4:6

"Be anxious for nothing, but in everything let your requests be known to God"

1 Corinthians 3:19

"The wisdom of this world is foolishness with God"

Introduction

Someone leaves you through breakup or divorce. There can be cruelty, offense, rejection, even accusation of mental compromise and/or a behavioral syndrome. 

Jesus is greater than any problem, and He will sustain a redeemed individual through anything. Redemption is essential and if you have any doubt about where you will be spending eternity, please settle this issue now and for all time by accepting eternal life from Jesus.

If you have been prescribed anti-depressant drugs, consult your doctor in order to receive an ongoing diagnosis of any physical symptoms and/or withdrawals that may occur. 

Discussion

Anyone can go to a movie knowing full well that they are safe there, yet have the daylights scared out of them by looking at scary sights and hearing scary sounds. Whatever comes in through the eye or ear "gate" affects our emotions, and these emotions don't know whether we are in a movie theater or if it is happening for real. Emotions don't have a clue, they only respond to what the experience is.

If we allow our thinking to become focused on bad things that might happen tomorrow, or bad things that happened yesterday, our emotions do not know whether bad things are taking place or not. Emotions are dumb, they respond to whatever we put into our mind. 

We were designed in such a way (God designed man) whereby our emotions responsibly respond to whatever we are thinking. If we feel emotions of anger, it is because we are thinking angry thoughts. If we feel happy, it is because we are thinking happy thoughts. If we feel fear, it is because we are thinking fearful thoughts, and if we are feeling depressed, it is because we are thinking depressing thoughts. This is not complicated, it's not a syndrome, it's not a disease, it's a thinking pattern. This is why Jesus said to renew our mind. All we have to do to get depressed is to think depressing thoughts!

I get around people that just irritate the patience out of me because they are not kind. I can get to a point where I think "what on earth am I doing here?" and sometimes all that I can do is think about hiding away somewhere in order to have a "pity party". Well, when I start depending upon The Holy Spirit, He tells me to quit feeling sorry for myself, and get up and going again. This is the point where I can face things without emotions of fear and depression.

If we dwell on depressing thoughts and "pity parties", we are just no good for anybody to be around us. We can get into unbelievable depression just by sitting around thinking depressing thoughts. So often it happens that when we see a picture of someone we were involved with, or hear a song that reminds us of a person, we get depressed. Friends, there is nothing un-natural at all about being depressed after a breakup or a divorce. One is not a "freak" or somebody with a syndrome if they feel down about something such as this. We are not mentally ill, we are depressed because somebody left and/or rejected us, and there is nothing unusual about that. 

The Bible says not to seek counsel from the ungodly. If we go for advice to someone who does not know Jesus from a lamp post, we are seeking counsel of the ungodly. The worst thing ungodly counsel can do to a redeemed person is put them on prescription medication that will likely mess them up more than before they started taking it. It is an error for redeemed people to turn to secular psychology, because all redeemed people have everything that they need for life and godliness from The Holy Spirit that is living inside of them 24/7/365. 

Anxiety and fear comes from thinking in the future about whatever bad things might happen to us. There is nothing unusual about this at all, and if it was, then why would Jesus say to not be anxious for anything? Jesus did not say that if we are anxious, that we have a syndrome or that we are mentally ill. Jesus told us that there is nothing unusual at all about anxiety and fear, but in all things through prayer and supplication let our requests be known to God, so that the peace of God that surpasses all understanding will quiet our mind. 

God causes all things to work together for good to those who are called according to His purpose (ALL redeemed people).

Conclusion

We don't have emotional problems, we have thinking problems. Thinking problems are what bring about emotional problems. Trying to deal with emotions only is like dealing with the fruit instead of dealing with the root. It is like pulling out a weed without the root, soon it returns. Redeemed people should get their mind on truth and their thoughts on Jesus. This is not positive thinking or a new age concept this is right out of the Word of God.

If you are redeemed, The Spirit of God lives in you. When The Spirit of God lives in us, we are told in the scripture that He is there to guide us into all truth, and truth is what sets us free. Instead of looking to a person who does not know Jesus and trying to get some secular information, look to the One who loves you the most, the One who demonstrated His love to you by that when you were a sinner He came to die for you so you could be raised from the dead and receive eternal life. Redeemed people are not to be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of their mind. Renewing our mind on truth means not having to be dependent upon substances, and regardless of what spiritually dead people do around and to you, YOU and Jesus are going to be okay.

Be set free from the rotten thinking that our heads get full of. Don't rely on a pharmaceutical company instead of Jesus. The Word of God never said to come to a bottle of pills to rest our soul it says to come to Jesus. Jesus did not come to alter our minds, He came to renew them. 

March 6, 2005

"Follow the Leader"

Psalm 24

"The earth belongs to Jesus, the world and those who dwell therein"

Isaiah 40:17

"All nations before Jesus are as nothing, and they are counted by Him less than nothing and worthless"

Isaiah 40:23

"He brings the princes (leaders) to nothing. He makes the judges of the earth useless"

Psalm 146:3

"Do not put your trust in princes (leaders)"

Introduction

Few people understand the extent of Psalm 24. This passage refers to everything, every single thing we have, EVERYTHING! 

Hardly a day goes by without information about those in charge of running matters of the world. Some are in the news practically all of the time to display their relevance and significance. Some in authority are redeemed and able to recognize Truth, some are not, and one thing is certain, Jesus is in complete control over all of them whether they are His children or not.

God forbid anyone thinks to not show respect for a position of leadership. We are to respect the office of all leaders, give honor to whom honor is due, and be careful about what we suppose regarding those in authority. Be cautious of involvement in any effort to shape law of the country by making conclusions based on personal morality and opinion. 

Discussion

Jesus can not be compared to any person. Everything was created by Him out of nothing. The nature of everything that we see never came from anything that previously existed (Hebrews 11:3). The fact of the matter is that the nature of everything that is material and physical came from the creative Hand of Jesus. Genesis 1:1 is so straightforward and evolutionary arguments are so tedious and boring. Faith means one thing, the case is closed on our wisdom. I have never read any theory of how the physical universe came into being that made any sense at all. The mess of evidence put forward is far more difficult to comprehend than faith in Genesis 1:1. Man is foolish and unwise before God. 

The Word is clear about honor, glory and wisdom belonging only to Jesus, not any person. The bible tells us that that the kings heart is in the hand of the Lord and He can turn it however He wants and whenever He wants. 

Except for the exercise of authority that leaders have, they are nothing before God. The very existence of them as leaders will not last. All Jesus has to do is remove them from their position and they are finished. 

How does this relate to the comfort of those who have accepted eternal life? Well there is certainly no comfort to be found in waiting upon leaders who are mere people to make decisions that will make us happy. It's all faith in Jesus who does everything to give life and give it more abundantly. 

It is a snare to trust our circumstances to people in leadership rather than Jesus, because He can change them all. 

Conclusion

The only One who deserves to be called honorable is Jesus.  

We think and have emotions because God has, and we have freedom to choose because God allows us to do so, but He is the one in control of everything, not us. 

Jesus has power over everything and comfort comes from applying God's strength to our lives. When we wonder, doubt or begin to think that He is not paying attention to us, we lose our joy, so accept God's strength and trust Him. 
March 13, 2005

"Work"

James 2:20

"Foolish people, faith without works is dead"

Romans 4:4

"To those who work, the wages are not counted as grace, but as debt"

Romans 4:5

"To those that do not work, but trust Jesus, their faith is accounted for righteousness"

Introduction

James, half brother of Jesus and a pastor of the first redeemed in Jerusalem, transcribed the initial book of the New Testament. 

There have been debates regarding "James" being part of the New Testament. Even thought the fullness of Grace was explained more thoroughly by Paul in later writings, I don't think there is a problem, although these two have different ways of saying the same thing. 

Background material

Redeemed people have been freed from the Law because the only purpose of Law is for the unrighteous. No person will ever be declared righteous through obedience to the Law, which is often the basis of what religious systems label as "good deeds". The only thing the Law can achieve is to show us how spiritually dead we were born. 

Galatians 3:19 explains that the purpose of Law is to lead us to Jesus in order to be justified (redeemed) by faith. When faith has come, there is no longer any supervision under Law. When a person is redeemed, Law has done it's work by showing them they are a sinner, that the wages of their sin is eternal death, and Jesus came with forgiveness for all sin by taking it away on the tree, in order to provide eternal life by His resurrection. For redeemed people, Law is no longer a supervisor, the Holy Spirit is. 

Discussion

James discusses evidence of faith. Abraham was righteous by faith for believing God, but what did he believe God for? Well, it was for carrying out the steps necessary to sacrifice his son, by genuinely listening to God. That was the work credited to Abraham as faith, and he would not have offered his son unless God told him to do so. 

Today, just as always, there are people who say "I do good deeds because I have faith in Jesus", even though they do not. They do not have faith in Jesus, they are just out doing good deeds. There are all sorts of "do good people" around today that have no knowledge of Jesus or eternal life.

Paul dealt with this sort of thing in his day as well, which is why he writes about a person working by self-effort, with their wages being credited to them not as a gift, but as an obligation. A redeemed person does not work in their own strength, they trust in Jesus. That alone is the faith credited to them as righteousness. Even King David talked about the blessedness of people credited righteousness apart from their own works. 

If our faith is in Jesus, we have a true faith and a true Jesus. 

It is like telling a branch that if it has true faith in the vine, since it is connected to that vine, it will produce fruit in and through it. Being in the vine (Jesus) by faith means abiding in the vine and allowing the life of the vine to flow in and through us as a branch, evidence of the fact of abiding in the vine. 

James wrote about people who were saying that they had faith, but had no results or deeds. Consider our above example, this would be like a branch saying that it is connected to the vine but there is no fruit coming out. James was proclaiming that when a person is redeemed, they are connected to the vine (Jesus), and there is going to Fruit of The Holy Spirit (Galatians 5).

Conclusion

Our faith is what credits righteousness to us. We put our faith and trust in Jesus and as far as God is concerned, that is credited to us as our righteousness. 

Faith in Jesus for eternal life is the key to everything. Righteousness is by faith and faith alone and the obvious evidence of a person being redeemed is that there will be Fruit of The Spirit. 
March 20, 2005

"Redeemed people are not better, just better off"

Hebrews 12:3 (King James)

". . . God hath dealt to everyone the measure of faith"

Luke 14:27

"Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple"

Introduction

There is nothing wrong with having several translations of the Bible despite what some people argue. I like New King James, New American Standard, Green's Interlinear Greek/Hebrew, and sometimes the NIV. 

Hebrews 12:3 is a verse to read in different translations.

Background Material

The gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John are an account of Jesus here in an "earth suit", coming to die on a tree to take away all of our sins in order to provide eternal life that can never be lost, by His resurrection.

Jesus had to show us how unworthy and fallen we are, otherwise, what understanding would anyone have of His death and resurrection? If Jesus did not demonstrate that we are all spiritually dead, how would we know that we need life? 

Teachings from the gospels bury us in our shortcomings and inadequacy. The ten commandments can not be upheld by anyone, let alone trying to follow the sermon on the mount (impossible). When a person realizes how hopeless it is for them to do anything that pleases God, they are ready to depend upon the One who can. Jesus is the only righteousness available, and no person has any hope without The Holy Spirit living inside of them. 
Discussion

Hebrews 12:3

It is dangerous for a redeemed person to think of themselves more highly than they are, they need to think in accordance with the measure of faith that God has given to them. It is all Jesus, and until we come to that point of knowing that it is all Him and none of us, watch out for self-pride.

Different gifts magnified can lead some redeemed people thinking more highly of themselves than they are. All redeemed people have some gift and Paul is saying not to by brag about them. If you have one, God gave it to you, and you had nothing to do with it. You can not teach your spiritual gift to anyone and you can not encourage anyone to have a spiritual gift because they are given by God. If you have it, praise God for it and set out to use it. When you use it, don’t get puffed up over what you have. This is what it means to be in accordance with the measure of faith that God has given you. 

Dr Luke 14:27

To comprehend "taking up your cross daily", look at the context of the chapter. It is talking about crowds traveling with Jesus, to which He is saying many things. Jesus is not telling anyone to hate people, He is saying that in comparison to Love from The Savior, the love of people is so miniscule that it is almost hate.

Jesus did not say to hate your mom and dad, He was pointing out how short we all fall of the Love of God. In those days, people who followed Jesus truly had their lives in their hands, and there are still places in this world today where proclamation of Jesus can mean death. All the disciples died a martyrs death, so their acceptance of Jesus was more important to them than their own life. 

Conclusion

Erroneous teaching goes on about rejecting those who do not measure up to a standard. In my experience I never rejected anybody after redemption, they rejected me. If I was not going to do "whatever" with them, we parted ways.

Redeemed people don't have to reject but they are going to be rejected. A redeemed person has compassion for the lost and spiritually dead because Jesus does not reject anybody. 

Being set apart seems to happen because lost people set redeemed people apart, not the reverse. Lost people do not really hate redeemed people, they reject The Holy Spirit.   

The reality is that God so loved the world that He went to a tree and died for the sins of the entire world so He could offer eternal life by His resurrection. Picking up your cross daily is to grab hold of compassion for people that are spiritually dead. 

March 27, 2005

What about "Good Friday" and "Easter"?

Colossians 2:16

"Let no one judge you in food or in drink, or regarding a festival or a new moon or Sabbaths"

John 19:31

". . that Sabbath was a high day. . ."

John 19:36

"The Scripture (Psalm 34:20) was fulfilled "Not one of His bones shall be broken"

Introduction

Friends, don't condemn yourself or your children for partaking in commercialized "Easter" stuff. Like "Christmas" and its dogma, Colossians 2:16 was written to keep us from legalistic zeal. 

When Constantine was involved in the making of "Christianity" as a national religion, one of the things he did was to allow the heathens to bring in their practices. One of those heathen practices concerned the "goddess of fertility", which is where "Easter" comes from, since an "Easter bunny" is one of the most fertile animals on the face of the earth. Basically, "fertility goddess" worship is connected to "Easter bunnies and eggs". 

As far as the word "Easter" is concerned, the King James translation uses the word Easter in Acts 12:4 (which is wrong), but the NASV and the NIV do use Passover, and some translations use resurrection day. The issue here is that regardless of what you want to call it, the point is celebration of the resurrection of Jesus. Resurrection Sunday is not about eggs and the Easter bunny. 

Discussion

I don't see how Jesus could have been crucified on Friday, because He was resurrected on Sunday. Jesus said that as Jonah was in the whale 3 days and 3 nights, so would He. This means He would have been in the tomb Thursday, Friday and Saturday night. Because of this, I don't know where the sense is for proclaiming so called "Good Friday". It is not three days from Friday to Sunday.

In Hebrew practice, the "Sabbath" normally begins at sundown on Friday. There is mention of a special Sabbath in John 19:31 regarding Jesus, so it was different than the normal one. It mentions not having his bones broken on this special Sabbath, so it had to be different than a regular Sabbath. Friday would have been the special Sabbath that started at sundown Thursday. The important part is to realize that on the tree that day, Jesus took away the sins of the entire world. 

Jesus became a sacrifice for you and me, in order to take away all our sins from the sight of God. His resurrection is what raises us from the dead. 

There are references to other people being raised from the dead, Lazarus was raised, and Paul was probably raised from the dead after he was stoned by those who hated him, but only Jesus was resurrected. There is a difference between resurrection and being raised from the dead, because the people in the Bible that were raised from the dead died again. 

Conclusion

Only by the resurrection of Jesus are we resurrected into a life that can not be destroyed. This is the time of year to recall why Jesus is the "First Fruits", in order that He could give us resurrection life. 
April 3, 2005
“Flee the Chaldeans”

Jeremiah 50.8

"Go forth from the land of the Chaldeans"

Isaiah 48:20

"Flee from the Chaldeans"

Revelation 2:6

"you hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate"

Romans 1:16

"The power of God is eternal life for everyone who believes (trusts Jesus by His resurrection)"

Introduction

An abundance of Nicolaitan doctrine is on televison today and it is found all through religious systems. Basically, people are referred to as "laity" and the doctrine revolves around glorification of an individual as being "a holy authority". Friends, Jesus does not "share" His Glory. 

Some of the ancient occultic Chaldean practice turned into "Zoroastrinism" in Persia, and I have met several "christians" bewitched by this. It deals with dualism, an idea of so called good and evil battling one another, along with "light versus dark".

Chaldean priestly practices are found in Protestantism as the ornate and symbolic. They are in artifacts, images, burning of candles, wearing of robes, wearing of vestments and performing rituals. In Second Peter 3:5, this is what "perilous times" referred to, they started on the Day of Pentecost and will end on The Day of The Lord.

Discussion

Babylon is mentioned hundreds of times in the Bible, related to Babel in Genesis 10 and 11. Babylon had thousands of graven images and figurines of worship, and was a totally pagan polytheistic city. There were hundreds of shrines to so called "deities", and the book of revelation references a harlot "woman" consistent with this ancient city. 

Chaldean is mentioned many times, and Babylon being the mother of harlots is directly related to a "woman" representing false religion today. Chaldeans were a priestly sect that ruled Babylon irregardless of who the king was. Chaldeans used pagan idolatry and occultic practices. In the history of the world, there is no group more occult than the Chaldeans. 

Babylonian Chaldeans infiltrated Rome's value and ideals, and the priestly sect of Rome was similar to that of ancient Babylon. Julius Caesar was called Pontifus Maximus of the Babylonian cult. Octavian (Augustus) took the title that he knew Julius Caesar had popularized, and put it upon himself. Augustus was to be called by the title of supreme pontiff. All Roman emperors held this title until goths sacked the city and burnt it to the ground. At that point, the bishop of the church at Rome, who was from a Babylonian cult in Israel of all places, took the title of Pontifus Maximus, and since then, every pope of the Roman church has taken it, being called the supreme pope, or pontifus maximus. 

Chaldean priests loved to wear special robes and vestment, including jewelry around their neck. They would wear necklaces with everything from egyptian occultic symbols to crosses glorifying the Assyrian practice of crucifixion.  

Many people today fail to recognize idol worship even when it is right in front of their eyes. Friends, Jesus is the only redeemer, not a figure head individual.  

Conclusion

Isaiah 8:19 and 20 warned Israel of peril in relying on astrology and the occult. the word enchantment is from the Hebrew word "chabar" (Strongs 2266) and refers to charmers and casters of spells. Sorcery is from the Hebrew word "kashaph" (Strongs 3784) and is related to astrologers and star charters, people who claim an ability to tell us what is going to happen. Israel was warned to stay far away from this in Deuteronomy 18. Chaldean practices continue to influence religion today. 

What is missing from religion is the Power of God. 

April 10, 2005

"The purpose driven business?"

1Thessalonians 4:11

"Lead a quiet life and mind your own business"

Introduction

There is debate about a book called "The Purpose Driven Life". Some tell me it has good things to say, while a number of websites and radio ministries have been quite outspoken against it. 

Basically, the focus of the book is to provide a "friendly" environment for people to explore what the author (R Warren) perceives as a pursuit of truth. 

Discussion

There will always be a tendency to re-interpret the Bible in order to make connections with what people call the "church". If an individual who is in charge of a gathering of people decides to interpret scripture, they are at risk of being seduced by the "workers of iniquity". 

My perception of the concept put forth in this book is that it is a poor choice for a group of people to follow, whether they are redeemed or not. For example, worship of Jesus is not a gathering to perform a secular music concert it is making a decision to allow The Holy Spirit to use you for your reasonable service. The Word of God can only be taught by The Holy Spirit in any group of people who are or may not be redeemed. 

There is an organized teaching in this book, but I do not agree at all with the viewpoints of the author. I am very uncomfortable with the use of dozens of translations to support his ideas. It appears that up to two dozen translations may be used for the purpose of trying to find one that "supports" a point. I prefer to stick with the NKJV, NASV, Hebrew-Greek Interlinear and sometimes the NIV at most when going through a series of passages. 

In my opinion, the problem with "Purpose Driven Life" is that it is dangerous to apply these writings to a group of people.  The content is far more applicable to "human aspects" of personal and business life than it is to an understanding of the Word of God. Redeemed people are not to follow "human business practices" in learning the Bible. The only way to learn of Jesus is to allow The Spirit to teach from the Word of God. Historical and grammatical meanings of what the Bible says will never be determined without the Spirit of God living inside of a person (redemption). 
Conclusion

This book "Purpose Driven Life" is not recommended since it can mislead people with humanistic opinions. Man's wisdom is foolishness before Jesus, and can lead to carnal self-pride. 

The word "exegesis" means letting the Word of God speak for itself by the hearing and reading of the Bible with the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. Author Warren does not follow "exegesis", which means he “reads into” the text with his “own” interpretations. Friends, we have an ocean of this stuff around today, and it can be a means of deception by the devil.

Inductive study produces deductive reasoning, and a person has to be redeemed (indwelt permanently by the Holy Spirit), read the facts in the Bible, and strive for conclusions that are consistent with the context in which they are said. Taking anything beyond what God has said in His Word, is error. 
April 17, 2005

"Fear and Trembling?"

1Corinthians 2:3

"I (Paul) was with you in weakness, in fear, and in much trembling"

2Corinthians 7:15

"And his (Titus) affections are greater for you, as he remembers the obedience of you all, how with fear and trembling you received him"

Ephesians 6:5

"Servants, be obedient to those who are your masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling . ."

Philippians 2:12,13

". . work out your own salvation with fear and trembling"

Introduction

These words fear and trembling are from the same translations in each passage. Fear and trembling means humility, not being scared of something or fear, the (demonic) spirit of fear is not from Jesus.  

Discussion

What matters is faith expressing itself, meaning we are supposed to work out what has been worked in. Jesus works in us so we are able to work things out, and none of us can do anything by our own effort.

The Bible uses the example of a vine and branch, Jesus is the true vine and we are the branch. The analogy is that of a branch having to be connected to the vine in order to produce fruit. Specifically, redeemed people can only be what they were meant to be. God living in the redeemed works to His pleasure. A branch can not do a thing without abiding in the vine, and a redeemed person can not do anything without abiding in Jesus. A branch can not produce anything by itself, it can only bear the fruit of the vine. The vine is doing something in and through the branch, and in the same way, a redeemed person is not to brag about something that God is doing in them, nor are they to compare themselves to other people and saying they are doing more than others. There is no such thing as not doing as much as other redeemed people are since it is God's business how much fruit to hang on us. Every redeemed person is as blessed as they will ever get the moment they accept eternal life, no matter how weak they are in the flesh. God hates pride, and pride came before the fall. 

Humility simply means to work out what God has worked in. 

Conclusion

Paul was saying he came in humility, and to work out our salvation in humility. This meant not to walk around thinking of ourselves more highly than we ought to. It is very easy for people to do this in religion, because they think highly of themselves for "doing this and doing that". 
April 24, 2005

"Lottery tickets"

2 Timothy 2:22 & 2:23

". . . pursue the Fruit of The Spirit with those who are redeemed . . . avoid foolish and ignorant disputes"

Introduction

We want to add religion to what Jesus did. Religion is based on "here is what you do" but redemption is based on here is what Jesus did. What He did can not be added to, because all we can do is walk in the vitality and dynamic of The Holy Spirit of God that lives in us when we are redeemed. The purpose is to allow our path to be His path.

Redeemed people are not holy because of the way they act they are holy because they have been set apart for a divine purpose. In the Old Covenant there were certain dishes and things that were labeled holy because they were set apart. The dishes were not special or anything, they only had a divine purpose. Nothing that you or I do will ever impress Jesus. 
Discussion

Someone told me "redeemed people should never buy a lottery ticket". My reply was that there is nothing in the Bible that condemns gambling, and their response was that if they buy a lottery ticket they are not trusting Jesus to provide for them. 

The issue here is a personal opinion, and we are not to talk about what is "right and wrong" unless it is in scripture. There are wealthy people in scripture that used wealth for the cause of Jesus, and what if wealth today came from a winning lottery ticket? There is nothing wrong with money or wealth at all when it is used properly. Speaking from personal experience, I know a number of people that are very well off who do not use their money properly. 

Consider a power saw that can be used to cut wood for building something, but can also kill the user when it is used improperly. Just like a power saw, misuse of wealth has everything to do with whose hands it is in. There are incredibly wealthy people around that give large amounts of money to the cause of Jesus, so wealth can not be condemned.

Returning to our discussion about lottery tickets, they are a gamble just the same as investing in the stock market, going into business, planting a crop in the ground, raising livestock, making a career choice, or even making a decision to teach the Word of God to people. If you know any farmers, you understand that farming is a gamble, which is why the Bible does not condemn gambling. 

There is nothing wrong with anyone having a personal persuasion about gambling, but they should keep it to themselves. 

Conclusion

God looks upon the attitude of the heart. Many people think that committing adultery is different than looking at someone other than your spouse, but Jesus said they are exactly the same. People get angry at one another all the time and Jesus said that is the same as murder. 

We have to stay away from our biases because that makes us divisive. If you feel something is wrong in your heart, then the scripture says it would be wrong if you did it. Your conscience can say something is wrong, but don't push it upon others. What is wrong for you may not be wrong for somebody else. 

And in case you were wondering, my household is not wealthy and I do not buy lottery tickets, enter prize draws, gamble with dice, cards or partake in anything from the gambling industry. However, that is my personal persuasion; you are free to do any of these things if you are comfortable with them!  

May 1, 2005

"Galatianism today"

Galatians 5:18

"If you are led by The Holy Spirit, you are not under the Law"

Introduction

The Holy Spirit is received by Faith in eternal life from Jesus Christ, not by the works of any person. There is an epidemic of legalism around today, and unless one is able to recognize it, they are in real danger of being deceived. 

Discussion

Religion is loaded down with legalism and it can be difficult to find where the new covenant is being taught. Some of you may have started home bible study groups because of the large number of spiritually dead people who are being misled by teachers that are mixing Law and Grace.  

Paul addressed the mixed teaching of Law and Grace among the Galatians and called them foolish. Some of them used to see the meaning of the death of Jesus but forgot that His death was to take away the sins of the entire world (everybody, past present and future, forever). The death of Jesus on the tree is something that took place in world history, but that is not how to grasp it. Something demonic keeps getting into what the meaning of Jesus' death was, and it continues to blur peoples understanding. This has led to people trying to live under the Law again, by dealing with sin and condemnation. The Law can not be separated from the condemnation of the Law, since what would be the point of having any Law if there was no punishment for breaking it? Law can never have any meaning unless there is a punishment for breaking it. 

In teaching the Grace of God, the more time I have spent around legalists, the more I am convinced that they lack redemption. and their father is the father of lies. Romans 8:14 and Galatians 5:18 says those who are led by the Spirit of God are the Sons of God. The way you know you are a child of God is because you are led by The Holy Spirit. If you are led by The Holy Spirit you are not under The Law, which means if you are under The Law then you are not being led by the Holy Spirit. According to Romans, if you are not led by The Holy Spirit, you are not redeemed. The logic behind this is not complicated, and only a redeemed person has The Holy Spirit living inside of them and are under Grace. A non-redeemed person does not have The Holy Spirit living inside of them, and are under The Law. 

Just like the Pharisees, there are all kinds of people sitting around in their self-righteousness. Pharisees were not redeemed they were as religious as could be. A religious person is someone who tells people they are obeying The Law and "badgering" other people to be Law keepers, despite the fact that Jesus said He nailed the Law to the tree of crucifixion, in order to replace it with Himself. If the Law has been replaced with Jesus, then how are you going to be under what He replaced? 

Redeemed people can be misled and deceived at times, and they may adopt The Law for a short period of time, but if they are redeemed, it is impossible for them to stay there. Eventually The Holy Spirit of God is going to make it known to a redeemed person that they have to abandon their own religious efforts and rest in Jesus. For some people, the day they realize this is the day they are actually born again. 

Either a person is redeemed and falls back to The Law temporarily, or they are not redeemed and therefore are under The Law. In my opinion, anyone who is adamant about keeping The Law is not redeemed. The Bible clearly points out that when a person is in Jesus they are not under The Law. How can someone be redeemed and be under Law when Paul says sin is not their master when they are under Grace. When faith has come, a person is no longer under supervision of The Law they are under the supervision of The Holy Spirit. Anyone who reads Romans 7 and has the Holy Spirit living inside of them must be able to comprehend sooner or later that redeemed people do not serve in the old way of the written code (The Law). In my opinion, it is impossible for someone to find a doctrine of keeping The Law in the New Covenant (the books from Romans forward). Paul was adamant about the error of mixing Law with Grace, which is why he used such strong language with the Galatians, words such as foolish, idiotic even moronic. Any mixing of Law with Grace is a different gospel, a doctrine of demons, and is no gospel at all. Paul's words to those that teach a different gospel was that they would be eternally condemned. Jesus plus the Law is total error. I can not decide who is redeemed and who is not, however, the first assumption I make when talking to a legalist is that they are not redeemed.  

Conclusion

Some of the Galatians had forgotten the meaning of Jesus' death was to take away the punishment of breaking God's Law. They went back under Law and tried to keep "good and bad" accounts of themselves before God, instead of resting in the finality of the tree (cross). This is what is taking place in many church buildings and all pagan religious buildings today. There are at least a half dozen of these assemblies within walking distance of where I live. 
May 8, 2005

"If"

Hebrews 3:14

"For we have become partakers of Jesus, "if" we hold the beginning of our assurance until the end"

Introduction

Watch out for this word "if" in legalistic teaching, because often the message is about loss of eternal life (which is impossible).  

Background

Jewish people were in Egypt and the exodus took them to the Sinai desert. That was a picture of salvation so to speak, but the final destination was not the desert. Rest was to be found in the “promised land”, where they could drink from wells they did not have to dig and eat from trees they did not have to plant. While they walked around for decades in the desert, there was no rest.  

Joshua entered the “promised land”, which Moses could not do and did not do. Hebrews 3:14 has nothing to do with losing redemption, it tells us to continue in Jesus to the point where we rest in Him (which is called Sabbath rest). The passage has nothing to do with any self-effort, or a day of the week such as Saturday or Sunday. 

Discussion

Context is important for biblical interpretation. The theme in the first three chapters of Hebrews is the superiority of Jesus over all the other things that Hebrews were holding onto. Jesus is superior to Abraham, Moses and the angels, which gets us ready for Hebrews chapter four, resting in Him. 

English language does not properly explain the word "if" unless taken in context. For example, when satan appeared before Jesus in the desert and proclaimed "if you are the Son of God, then turn these stones into bread . ." is NOT an "if" in the form of a question, (satan asking Jesus whether or not He is God), "if" meant "in light of the fact that" or "in as much as". In Greek language there is this kind of "if" as well as another and different conditional "if". This is where those who do not understand "if" get confused. They equate "if" as "if you do this He will do that" or "if you do not this He will not do that". Redemption is eternal life, it can never be lost, and that is The Word of God who is faithful and true.   

There are some redeemed people who do not hold to the confidence of Hebrews 3:14 (that's why Paul wrote it), and they can suffer in turmoil, uncertainty and doubt. Just like the analogy to the exodus from Egypt, there was an escape (salvation) followed by wandering around and suffering in the desert (no rest in the promised land). 

To share Jesus properly with others, it is necessary to rest in the finality of your redemption no matter what you do and do not do. Our redeemed life has nothing to do with what we do because it has everything to do with what Jesus has already done. Because of this, the only way to have confidence in your redemption is to get out of the desert of doubt and fear. 

When you know by faith that you are a forgiven person (no asking for forgiveness with the Day of Atonement, a confession booth, or First John 1:9), then you are confident in your redemption, your justification, and your eternal destiny in Heaven.

Anyone who thinks or teaches that a redeemed person can lose their salvation does not know what redemption is. Redemption (or salvation as some call it) is eternal life, and whosoever has The Holy Spirit of God living inside of them is redeemed, because they who have the Son has life and they who do not have the Son do not have life. Eternal life is impossible without eternal forgiveness. Any person proclaiming that a redeemed person can lose their salvation is telling Jesus that His work on the tree was not sufficient. 

Conclusion

In Hebrews 3:14, "if" means "in and much as". "If" means to hang on to the confidence of eternal life in Jesus, or you can not rest. 

May 15, 2005

"Relationship or religion?"

Hebrews 1:1-3

"God, who at various times and in different ways spoke in time past by the prophets, has in these last days spoken to us by His Heir (Son) whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the worlds (including time dispensations in regards to this earth); who being the brightness of His Glory and the express image of His person , and upholding all things by the Word of His Power, when he had by Himself purged our sins (taken them away from the sight of God - past, present and future - forever), sat down (there was nothing to sit down upon in the holy of holies in the Hebrew Tabernacle of The Law) at the right hand of Father God".  "

Introduction

Some people start out their redeemed life with a feeling of joy, but as they try to please God (in their perception) they feel bewildered, frustrated and defeated. They think there is a better way, but that answer is elusive and hard to find. Some wander around in a search for what they think will please God, and some will fall away back to The Law (although they are still redeemed, since eternal life can never be lost). 

People can talk about serving others or serving Jesus without stopping to think about Him. The One in whom Jesus served was His Father, which is why He said He was living in total dependency upon what His Father told Him to do, then going out and doing it. In other words, Jesus was following the instructions of His Father, which meant being in submission to someone else. 

Discussion

For the redeemed, it is not a matter of serving other people, it is serving Jesus. He wants us to live our life in a dependent mindset towards Him, so that what we seek is what He wants us to do. Friends, not everyone you come across in life is "loveable", so if Jesus is telling you to love somebody or forgive somebody, then you are serving Him when you do because He was The One who told you to do it. You are serving Him by going and exercising that forgiveness. In so doing you may be serving that person, but that is a by-product of serving Jesus. It's easy to go out and come up with some lip service and tell someone you forgive them, even through you know better than to turn your back to them. All that sort of thing is the pouring out of your flesh for God, a self effort that He has no use for. When you do it because God is telling you to, then you are serving Him with a byproduct of serving one another. When we come across a person who is not loveable, either The Holy Spirit will lead us to love them, or we need to shut up and mind our own business. 

We have to be careful about discerning God's will for our life because satan is always waiting to offer you his lies. Never adopt dreams or visions that you thought you had, and never embrace another person's direction for yourself. In the past times (previous to this current dispensation of Grace), God spoke through dreams and visions, but this weeks verses point out that for the Age of Grace (what is called the last days, or the last 2000 plus years) God has spoken to us through His Heir (see my previous writing on Heir of God being Son of God - Jesus). Everything that God wants us to know about Him during this present Age of Grace has been revealed through Jesus, not in dreams or visions about yourself or to others. In my opinion, God stills speaks to some of the redeemed in a dream or a vision, but unless it matches up one hundred percent with what is written in the books of the Bible from Romans forward, pay no attention to it whatsoever. This simple fact has wiped out every single false religion, "ism", cult and group on the face of this earth for over two thousand years, and will negate whatever else might appear before this Age of Grace concludes with The Day of The Lord.  
Conclusion

The opportunity to help others has nothing to do with your self-effort of trying to help, teach, pray and so on. Jesus does it all by living in and through you. 

There is an epidemic of people counting upon church membership for redemption and guidance, instead of being joined to Jesus. All of us were born spiritually dead in Adam and the problem is not our sin and the issue is not our self effort. A person trying to lead a sin free life when they are not redeemed is nothing more than a cleaned up corpse and the self-effort of redeemed people is of no value to God. Just as life was imputed to us from the outside when we were redeemed, what we do in our life beyond that point must also come from Jesus, through The Holy Spirit that dwells inside of the redeemed, twenty-four hours a day, every day of the year.  

True faith is based only on an understanding that Jesus is the initiator and we are the responder to His Grace. It is not the size of our faith that matters, but who we place our faith in. 

May 22, 2005

"Mary"

Luke 1:46,47,48

"And Mary said "I rejoice in God my Savior", for He has regarded the lowly state of His maidservant, henceforth all generations (Hebrews) will call me blessed"

Introduction

How do we understand Mary? In order to have a correct understanding of Mary, you have to go to scripture. Mary obeyed God's will for her, because without faith it is impossible to please God. 

Discussion

I do not accept that there were chromosomes and genetic materials from Mary's fertilized egg in the body of Jesus. The evidence points to His body being supernaturally implanted (incarnation) so that He became flesh and dwelt among us. This is crucial to the basis of Jesus being sinless. Virgin birth did not guarantee His sinless ness (although it upheld it), because Jesus was already the sinless heir of God. 

Mary deserves our respect because she was a part of many prophecies that the Bible teaches. Isaiah 7:14 stated that Messiah had to come out of the womb of a woman, and Mary was chosen, highly favored, and blessed of The Lord. Mary was a Hebrew maiden who was used by God to bring Jesus into the world and fulfill essential prophecy. Jesus had to be a son of David, and Mary was in the line of David through Nathan, to avoid the line of Solomon that was under a generational curse of illegitimacy. When Joseph married Mary after the birth of our savior, Jesus was adopted so that by birth and adoption (which is the implication of Isaiah 9:6) we had The Messiah. 

Mary was a knowledgeable, Word of God believing, Old Covenant (Law), believer in God. She indicated this by her praise towards the Lord. It is okay to honor her in this respect, but she is not to be labeled as a so called "creative mother of God" that some religions proclaim. Mary was a sinner who needed to be saved just as the rest of all mankind. This is why her praise rejoiced by saying "In God my Savior", proving her need for a redeemer. 

Conclusion

Mary is not "co-redemptive" with Jesus, and to say so is blasphemous, therefore I am sorry that I can not agree with that concept at all. Our redeemer is the One and only Messiah, Jesus. This is one of the central issues of the struggle that our world has with religion and the Word of God. 
May 29, 2005

"This Generation"

Matthew 24:34

"This generation will not pass away until all these things (Mount of Olives discourse) are fulfilled"

Romans 11:26

"The Deliverer will come out of Zion, and He will turn away ungodliness from Jacob"

Isaiah 59:20

"The Redeemer will come to Zion, and to those who turn from transgression in Jacob (Israel)"

Introduction

I do not accept what is known as the "preterist view" (from the Latin word "past") because prophecies of the Olivet discourse have not yet been fulfilled. 

Background Material

The phrase "this generation" appears a number of times in the Word of God. "Generation" is transliterated from the Greek word "ge" (Strong's number 1093), which refers to a race of people that come from a region, which in today's discussion means the Nation of Israel.

Discussion

It says "this generation shall not pass away until all these things have been fulfilled". The phrase is referring to the Nation of Israel and its survival during the Great Tribulation, when it will look as if that Nation is being wiped out. Jesus spoke of this all through Matthew 24, and it had nothing to do with the Age of Grace, they refer to the elect during the Tribulation period (chosen ones from Israel-not the redeemed of today), when God will supernaturally take care of the elect from the Nation of Israel (Revelation 12:6 and 12:14)**, for a time, times and half a time. 

Not everything mentioned in the Olivet discourse happened in 70 AD. Followers of "replacement theology" disagree with this, and proclaim that since God judged Israel in 70 AD, then it is all over for them. I do not agree with this view at all, and "Zionism" is a highly criticized topic. Zionism is about Jesus as it relates to both the Jewish and Gentile. Zionism means that the Nation of Israel has not been forsaken by God, no matter who is teaching "replacement theology". The redeemed have never replaced Israel, God has never forsaken the Hebrews, but "blindness" has come upon them until the fullness of the Gentiles comes in, a quotation from Romans 11:25 that refers back to Isaiah 60. The Redeemer will come to Zion, an actual geographical location in Israel. 

**Revelation 12:6 and 12:14 illustrate that "time" in this context is one Hebrew year which is three hundred and sixty days so that three and a half years is one thousand two hundred and sixty days, or forty two Hebrew months. This suggests conclusively that that this period of persecution is addressed to the Nation of Israel, not to the redeemed of the Age of Grace. 

Conclusion

The words "this generation" from Matthew 24 does not refer only to the people listening to Jesus at that time. The "Olivet Discourse" was not fulfilled in 70 AD, and is yet to take place at a future time. 
June 5, 2005

"Death"

Ecclesiastes 7:1

"The day of death is better than the day of one's birth"

1 Corinthians 15:55

"Death where is your sting?"

Philippians 1:23,24

"For I am hard pressed between the two, having a desire to depart and be with Jesus which is far better, nevertheless to remain in the flesh is more needful for you."

Introduction

Death comes three ways, all are born spiritually dead, there is the physical death of the body, and for those that pass through physical death's door in a state of spiritual death (to God) will suffer what the Word calls the second death, or death of the soul.

Discussion

Today, it is rare that those in seminary can find eternal life; and the wisdom to find Jesus is not in intellectual places. One can be brilliant and have no wisdom.

For those that are not familiar with the book of Ecclesiastes, it starts with Solomon's utter hatred for life in his physical body (Ecclesiastes 2:17), and concludes with God's gift of wisdom to him. 

The world today has no grasp whatsoever of Ecclesiastes 7:1. The world celebrates birthdays and mourns death days. Death is to be preferred when one is redeemed and Paul wrote about it since the best illustrations to use for scriptural truth are found in another part of scripture. Philippians 1:23.24 is a perfect illustration of Solomon's proverb. In modern jargon, when Paul said he was "hard pressed", he meant "between a rock and a hard place" over his desire to depart and be with Jesus (which is better), or staying in his physical body to help others find eternal life. Paul was saying that he wanted out of his life and enter eternity, being with God rather than humanity, being off this earth and in the presence of Jesus. In this sense, Paul was saying that the death day is better than all the days of existence here on earth. 

Ecclesiastes 7:2 tells us that it is better to go to a house of mourning than a house of feasting. A paraphrase of this would say that visiting a funeral parlor is better than eating at a fine banquet or a walk through a graveyard would be better than going to a festival. In this present day of feasting on fun and pleasure, there is no wisdom to be had, because there is no wisdom in today's festivals, only superficial laughter. The minds of fools are in many places of pleasure today. 

Conclusion

It is amazing how much perspective is gained from seeing life from the ending back. Death is what gives this kind of wisdom.

Ecclesiastes is a raw look at the vanity of life apart from Jesus, because the only person who needs to worry about death is the one who is not prepared for it. 
June 12, 2005

"Jesus at present"

2 Corinthians 5:16

"Even though we have known Jesus according to the flesh, yet now we know Him thus no longer"

Introduction

Jesus will come back again to this earth, whether people think so or not. 

It is tragic that so many who embrace a so called "different lifestyle" have a mental image of Jesus as some sort of behavioral role model for "don't do this and don't do that" in order to be pleasing to God, which keeps them in ignorance. When Jesus was here in an "earth suit" He buried legalists forever, with verses like hatred equaling murder, looking at others equaling adultery, and instructing the "rich young ruler" to give away all his possessions (which of course he could not do). 

To find out what Jesus is like AFTER the tree and resurrection, you go to the Word of God, not some "artwork", or the ridiculous "Shroud of Turin" deception which the Bible clearly proves is a lie (John 20:7). 
Consider how many times Jesus is referred to as the "Lord of Hosts" in the Bible, that  means "Lord of Armies", and The Lord of Hosts has final authority over the world system, fallen human flesh (from Adam), and the devil (satan) whether people believe it or not. 

Background

Jesus The Lord of Hosts

In the Day of The Lord (after this current Age of Grace), on the eastern side of Israel and the Dead Sea (what we call Jordan), armies under antichrist will assemble. One day in the future, all nations will gather on that plateau to attack Israel, and the Hebrews will cry out to God that their hope is gone. In response, The Messiah of Israel who is Jesus Christ will slaughter all the attackers (Him alone, no men or angels), and blood will flow over six feet deep from Dan to BeerSheva, a distance of 180 miles. This is the picture of the winepress of the wrath of almighty God. This second coming of Jesus will show the spiritually dead people of the world who Jesus really is. In the Old Testament illustration of the winepress, Lamentations 1:15 is a picture of God's wrath. In Isaiah 5, Israel is called the vineyard of The Lord of Hosts, and the description of Lamentations 1:15 is the picture of God's wrath upon Israel at that time, and upon the enemies of Israel. The same illustration of the winepress is also in Revelation 14 and 19, the blood of the enemies of God are pictured as grapes of a winepress. 

Discussion

Jesus came forth from the grave in resurrection, leaving behind his appearance in an "earth suit" from 2000 years ago, but sadly, there is very little if any emphasis on this today. In my opinion it is disgusting to be continually exposed to today’s "psychological approach" of redemption. Eternal life has nothing to do with a "psychological principle". Paul told us that although we knew Him after the flesh, we no longer know Him after the flesh. I don't have one picture of what some artist thinks Jesus looks like anywhere in my house. Friends, the image of Jesus that was here 2000 years ago is gone, He died, He rose again (seen by over 5000 witnesses), and He has ascended to the most high. It is in Jesus that we have eternal life, and only they that have Jesus have eternal life. Not one person can live the "Christian life", and nowhere is anyone ever asked to. It's all realized by the Holy Spirit of God living inside your human spirit while your flesh continues to sin (the Bible says that the righteous sin seven times seven daily), and if you are praying to be free of sin, you are asking to die. 

When Jesus returns to destroy the nations of the world attacking Israel, everything He does is righteous and just. The martyrs under the altar in Revelation 6 (the fifth seal judgment) say "How long O Lord Holy and True until You avenge our blood?". At Armageddon, the winepress of God's wrath and vengeance will be fully satisfied. In that day, the Nation of Israel will be redeemed, in as many as turn to Him. 

Conclusion

Matthew 17:2 describes the transfiguration. Revelation 1:12-17 gives us further detail. In that verse, His clothing speaks of His majesty. His love has no limit, His Grace has no measure, His power has no boundary, yet out of His infinite riches He gives ANYONE who asks the gift of eternal life. When Jesus said that He is abundant to save, it meant He has enough for everyone. No one needs to be left out of eternal life in Jesus is available for the whole world. The Holy Spirit of God's Grace will give us freely what we do not deserve all we have to do is ask for it. 

Spiritually dead people don't want to know of this picture of God's wrath as a winepress of death. People without eternal life that are sitting in church pews and standing at the pulpit don't like this imagery either. They like artwork with "auras" over them, and a Jesus in an "earth suit" from two thousand years ago. Some will say that an image of Jesus as treading out a winepress of death is so offensive to their image as Jesus as a teacher saying "don't do this and don't do that", they tell me to get lost! The spiritually dead people of the world have an image of a sweet loving Jesus who walked the hills of Galilee and Bethlehem, and that image is totally opposite of what the Hebrew prophets wrote about, as well as John in the Book of Revelation. Jesus is NOT like the time of 2000 years ago anymore, this is what He looks like at the present time.

Revelation 1:12-17

". . . His head and His hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and His eyes like a flame of fire; His voice as the sound of many waters; His countenance was like the sun shining in its strength; and when I saw Him I fell at His feet as dead, but He laid His right hand on me, saying to me "Do not be afraid, I am The First and the Last" 

Spiritually dead religious teachers reject descriptions of Jesus treading out a winepress of His wrath, because they do not see how it will appeal to their audience. Well, the appeal I find for this description is that it makes me rejoice in the fact that no person with eternal life will face the wrath to come. 
June 19, 2005

"Jesus the Redeemer"

John 16:8,9

"Jesus will judge those who do not repent of the sin of unbelief in Him for eternal life"

2 Peter 3:9

"Jesus is not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance (turning away from the sin of unbelief in Jesus for eternal life)"

Introduction

As we continue from last week in a study of Jesus in the present, I don't know of any subject that creates more curiosity among the perishing and/or those who are insatiably "religious". 

It's my opinion that a two fold nature of redeemed people can be to tell spiritually dead people of the judgment to come, as well as encourage the body of believers so that their joy and security as adopted children of God is not stolen away by the father of all lies.

Paul wrote that knowing the terror of the Lord of Hosts, eternal life is the means of escape. 
Discussion

Despite the struggles of life and the judgment of the spiritually dead (not written in the book of life) at the Great White Throne, our perception of Jesus has to be a testimony of the Love of God. The problem with emphasizing the justice of God over the Love of God is that it so often leads to a pride complex of superiority in redeemed people who continue to sin by their nature. Those with eternal life are not better than anybody else, they are just better off. If human beings got the justice of God, Jesus would have never come here in an "earth suit" and all of us would end up in eternal separation from Him. 

The Love of God is what casts away all fear. We need to realize that it was the Love of God that drove Jesus to the tree, in order to provide propitiation by Himself (the only method which satisfied the wrath of God) for all mankind. This removed sin from the sight of God forever, for all people from Adam forward, in order that He could offer spiritual life to those who repent (turn away from) the only sin that remained, unbelief in the acceptance of eternal life from the only source available, Jesus Himself (by His eternal resurrection from the dead).  

It is dangerous to discount the Love of God by pushing doctrines of "Calvinism" that suggest that God does not love all people (claiming He only loves the elect), which  is utter nonsense being taught by people in nice looking surroundings (with big bank accounts). They use this lie as the attraction to their false doctrine by claiming they are one of the "elect" which has therefore "blessed" them with abundance (which is idolatry and covetous).

The news for this religious group is that they are not one of the "elect" unless they have elected Jesus by choice, not their pre-conceived design of being "chosen" in any way. It is God's Will that everybody would come to Him by Jesus for eternal life, but not everyone is going to. One group that has no chance of ever making it to Heaven is the proud. God gives grace to the humble and He resists the proud. Jehovah Witnesses and Mormons, who deny the deity of God, are a perfect example of people dead in their pride. If Jesus is not God, then how can He raise us from the dead? If there is no life that raised Jesus from the dead (resurrection), then there is no hope, because only God Himself can raise anyone from the grave. Sin has already been taken away from the sight of God, the problem we all face is the consequence of that sin of Adam (death). We are all born into this world forgiven and spiritually dead. The only life available is the resurrected life of Jesus. It is impossible for anyone to grasp that Jesus conquered death unless He is God. People can be redeemed at a point in their life where they do not know yet that Jesus is God, however it is impossible for any redeemed person to stay in this condition because of the indwelling Holy Spirit of Truth. No one is going to be in the presence of God in eternity if they deny His testimony regarding His Son (Heir), so there is no such thing as "Calvinism" in the Bible. 

Religious systems will always carry on in the worship of the interpretation of a man or a woman. People latch on to grasp some person's teaching, instead of letting the Holy Spirit reveal Truth to them. Claiming that God only died for the "elect" starts with the erroneous belief that we are saved by getting our sins forgiven. If you believe that, then you are going to be off, because it is not true. We are not saved by getting our sins forgiven, we are redeemed from the consequence of sin (which is death), by the gift of God which is life, which is why Paul said that without the resurrection we are to be pitied of all people and are still dead in our sins. The taking away of sin on the tree is only received in the acceptance of eternal life based on the resurrection of Jesus. Without the resurrection, a person is still dead in their sins. Redemption is based on the life of Jesus not the death of Jesus. While we were yet enemies (we are born spiritually dead), we were (past tense) reconciled to God through the death of His Son (Heir), so how much more shall we now be saved by His life? The propitiation on the tree was preparatory for the offering of eternal life, and it is interesting that the day on which this occurred was a preparation day for the Passover in Jerusalem. The propitiation on the tree was not in and of itself salvation, it was a preparation for salvation. All of our sins were taken away from the sight of God in order that we could receive eternal life that could never be lost. If you believe that you are saved by getting your sins forgiven, then what other conclusion could you come to, except to embrace either universal salvation, or that Jesus was only a propitiation for the elect, both of which are doctrines of demons running all through the religious systems of this world.

Conclusion

God did NOT predestine that some were going to be saved and some were not. Pre-destination in the Word is about the Jew and the Gentile, the "elect" refers to the Nation of Israel being chosen by God to receive the Law first. Pre-destination will be realized during the Great Tribulation (the "revelation" or revealing of Jesus Christ to the world), where some of the Nation of Israel will receive Jesus by faith (just as some of the "strangers" or "Gentiles" have in this Age of Grace), and not by the letter of the Law. 

Today, all human beings are on the same level. The Law was cancelled by Jesus fulfilling it when He was here 2000 years ago, and eternal life is available to anyone who will ask for it by faith. 
June 26, 2005

How to know God
1 John 1:25

"The promise that Jesus has promised us is eternal life"

Introduction

Psalm 14:1 and Romans 1:19 and 20 talks of those who know that God exists, but Romans 3:10 and 11 tell us that no person can naturally possess a personal knowledge of God. 

Discussion

The only way to know God personally is to be indwelt in your human spirit by The Holy Spirit (John 17:3). This is the assurance of eternal life, and God wanted us to know when we have been adopted by Him for eternity. This is the whole point of the Word of God - it reveals Him by disclosing the means by which we can be made spiritually alive. 

No person who is redeemed can deny an interest in learning from the Word. Unfortunately, some who are spiritually dead will try to learn from those who are false teachers or legalistically religious. Never accept a teaching from anyone (including me) without checking it out against scripture. 

In Philippians 3:10, Paul asked to grow in the knowledge of Jesus, and 2 Peter 3:18 tells us to do just that. Almost all people are insatiably curious about "god and religion", but a redeemed person will enjoy learning from scripture. 

The death, burial and resurrection of Jesus must be accepted (Ephesians 1:13), in order to bring forth saving faith by itself (Romans 10:17). This knowledge is the agent for accepting eternal life (James 1:18). 

Conclusion

God can not be known apart from His Word. 
July 3, 2005
“Current events”

Zech 12:10

"And I will pour on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem the Spirit of grace and supplication; then they will look on Me whom they have pierced; they will mourn for Him as one mourns for his only son, and grieve for Him as one grieves for a firstborn" 

Jeremiah 31:31-3

"Behold the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah-not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt. My covenant which they broke, though I was a husband to them, says the Lord. But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel: After “those days” says the Lord, I will put My law into their minds, and write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people."

Introduction

We should understand that what is transpiring in Israel at this present time is both prophetic and will come to pass just as the scripture teaches.  

Discussion

At present, Israel is in a land without their Messiah. They are pursuing covenants with those that God warned them not to do. (Isaiah 30:1-5). The current nation of Israel occupies a strip of land that the Jewish people received from the Balfour treaty of 1917 and the United Nations Mandate of 1947. The world continues to pressure Israel's political leadership, and they interact as "a harlot" with them.  

God brought people to His covenant land from the late 1800's in order to prepare them for judgment and revelation as a nation. God will reveal Himself to Israel at the end of the Great Tribulation and The Kingdom of Jesus will be established upon the earth. 

Isaiah 26:16,17,18 says "they (Israel) sought You in distress;  as a pregnant woman approaches the time to give birth,  they (Israel) gave birth, as it were, only to wind. They could not accomplish deliverance (redemption)".

Jesus will give covenant land to the believing remnant of Israel at the time of His second coming. Israel will not be able enter the land until that time (Isaiah 66:7-9, 10-24).  

The nation of Israel will be given a new heart (Ezekiel 36:22-29). But before this can happen, God will take the Nation of Israel through a time of judgment and revelation (Daniel's 70th week), in order to purify (Zechariah 13:9; Malachi 3:2,3). From among the Nation of Israel, a remnant will receive inheritance of the covenant land which was promised to Abraham and his seed" (Genesis 15-18).  

Joel chapter 3:1-21 (judgment of the gentiles) says "For behold in those days and at that time (at the end of the tribulation period), When I restore the fortunes of Judah and Jerusalem, I will gather all the nations, and bring them down to the valley of Jehoshaphat. There I will judge them". 

God through the prophet Joel said ""they" (the nations) had divided up MY land." Notice that God does NOT say that "they have divided up Israel's land." God said that it is "His land." This shows clearly that the "unbelieving nation" of Israel does NOT have ownership of the land before to the great tribulation, nor during the tribulation period, but only following the tribulation period (during the 1000 year reign of Jesus).   

Redeemed people today should not expect much from the un-regenerated and wicked of this world, since the spiritually dead don't know the Will of Jesus. Redeemed people can not expect that wicked leaders will pursue the Word of God, whether that person carries a Bible or not. People who are spiritually dead have no power to understand Jesus (Romans 8:5-7). 

Conclusion

At this time, the covenant land belongs to God, and not to anyone else. (Leviticus 25:23).  What is happening in Israel is The Will of God. 
July 10, 2005

"How God works in a person" 

1John 3:20,21

"If our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and knows all things. If our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence toward God."

Introduction

Like others, I started a pursuit to learn about God within a religion. I was "burned big time" by denominational association, and spent years (still not redeemed) after that, living "crazy" in the energy of my own flesh. Ironically, some of my friends from that time have now heard the message of eternal life through me. 

Definition

Heart - This is not referring to the muscular organ in our chest that pumps blood. Heart refers to the central core of a person and what they are in total personality. Heart is motive and intent that controls what people say and how they feel about rational decisions they make. Heart is everything a person is in both intellectual prowess and emotional response. 
Discussion

In my particular life, the longer I thought it over, the more conviction I felt inside of me to get out onto neutral ground in order to proclaim Jesus outside of an association to either a church group or denomination. More than a few considered me to be strange because of this. It seemed that when I attended a denominational gathering, I became a stumbling block to that group because of discussions with the leaders about the Truth in scripture, some even called me a troublemaker. Time after time, I found what was being taught in one place was contrary to what was being taught somewhere else, and both were contrary to what the Word of God revealed to me. I am so thankful to The Holy Spirit inside of me who provides me with the discernment necessary to understand what the Word says, not what a denomination teaches. By not being in a religious organization or a denomination, I have found that I am able to present the good news of eternal life to people that might never otherwise hear it. The people that God often sends me don't belong to denominations. 

What redeemed people hold in common (fellowship) is a guarantee of eternal life by the indwelling of The Holy Spirit, not likes and dislikes (since we are all different). Redeemed people can feel His presence, but feelings do not determine it. All redeemed people sin daily; the "prosecuting attorney" in Heaven is satan, The "Defense Attorney" is Jesus. The devil knows how to upset us, and he causes us to fail. The doubt, questions, defeat and discouragement causes us to feel that we can never be what we want to be. Our advocate on the Throne of God does not defend us on the basis of how "good" we are, nor does He ever bring up how "good" we think we are. This is where religious systems deceive people, by setting standards (man made laws) that appeal to the flesh.

Pursuit of religion teaches that if people do the best that they can they will "make it" to Heaven, and nothing could be further from the Truth. It only takes one sin to make a sinner and one lie to make a liar. If you offend in any point of The Law of God, you are guilty of offending all of it. The soul that sins must die, and there are hundreds of commandments (613) of Law in the first five books of the Bible that can be broken, therefore it is impossible for any person to do well enough to please God. 

Conclusion

Religion is based on what the person does and eternal life is based on what The indwelling Holy Spirit does. Is it possible to be filled to the measure with all of the fullness of God and not be filled with The Spirit? Of course not, since these are the same statements that mean being rooted and established in Jesus (eternal life). We can't do anything in our own effort, so He does it all for us. Friends, let's get real about ourselves, how are we doing by our own efforts? Do we ever get mad, or worry, or dislike it when someone tells us we did something wrong? Of course we do, and that is why we have to depend on Jesus for everything that allows us to be children of The living God of the Universe. The Fruit of The Spirit is produced by The Holy Spirit, not us. 

Jesus is the advocate and intercessor for ALL redeemed people, but never on the basis of who we are or what we do, rather, always on the basis of who He is and what He has done. When Jesus pleads our case, He is NOT looking at our life saying "now be good tomorrow and The Holy Spirit will cause you to be really nice to people in order to make up for today". Jesus wants us to look to the only One who can take care of our problem, The Jesus who took the sins of the world away from God's sight in order to offer eternal life by His resurrection from the dead. Redeemed people stand in His righteousness and nothing of their own. The greatest misunderstanding of redeemed people today in living their life is that somehow they make it possible. Only In Jesus are the redeemed already declared as citizens of Heaven. 
July 17, 2005

“Can we abolish our sin nature?” 

1 Corinthians 5:1-5

"It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and such sexual immorality as is not even named among the Gentiles - that a man has his father’s wife. Deliver such a one to satan for the destruction of his flesh, that his spirit may be saved in the day of The Lord Jesus"

Introduction

The man being discussed in this weeks’ passage had redemption. Other redeemed of Corinth had all the security of the indwelling Holy Spirit as well, yet almost every sin of the flesh was on display. Friends, redeemed people are still capable of committing the foulest of behavior, but can never lose their redemption, since eternal life is guaranteed by God Himself. 

In this passage, Paul is praying to deliver this person over to satan for the destruction of their flesh (physical death).  In other words, Paul was praying for removal of this man from the world in order to remove them from the congregation. Then, all sin nature and demonic associations of this persons body would be removed, and they would be absent from the body and present with Jesus.  

First Corinthians 5 is clear teaching from Paul that is contrary to what some people and religions are trying to promote today concerning a redeemed persons loss of salvation due to "sin" in their life. Paul knew that this mans' spirit and soul was redeemed despite the sexual immorality he was participating in. Although immoral, this redeemed persons soul and spirit would still be saved by either resurrection from death (1 Corinthians 15) or rapture 1Thessalonians 4). 

Discussion

Paul was condemning a gross sin by pronouncing "judgment" upon the "flesh", and not the soul and spirit (which was secure In Jesus). That is why Paul said "that this man would be saved in the "Day of Jesus" (resurrection or rapture).

Paul's statement is emphatically correct and doctrinally sound. It is powerful because it destroys any and all teaching which would suggest that a redeemed person could lose salvation due to sin in their life.    

Paul confirms the total justification, sanctification, and sealing of the believer by the Holy Spirit AT THE TIME OF being born again, which is found in Romans 5:1;  1Corinthians 6:11; Ephesians 1:13, 4:30; and 2Corinthians 1:22.  These major doctrines are about the truth of eternal life in Jesus. 

This is one of the best examples we have in scripture that show without a doubt that all redeemed people are absolutely secure in Jesus. 

Conclusion

The devil strives to destroy the security, joy, peace, and assurance that God intends for the redeemed to have and experience through the work of The Holy Spirit. Since we can not abolish our sin nature, we can be misled into either pride or self-condemnation. 
July 24, 2005

"What is fellowship?" 

1 Peter 1:3

"According to His abundant mercy, we have a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus from the dead"

Introduction

Many think fellowship is like talking to somebody, meeting in a building, or gathering for refreshments and snacks. In reality, these perceptions are highly diluted forms of what is meant by the term. 

Background Material 

There is only one way to be a redeemed child of God, The Holy Spirit must indwell you. 

In Hebrews 2:14, the redeemed and Jesus are all called partakers of flesh and blood, so that in 2 Peter 1:4, all the redeemed can be called partakers of the divine nature. God somehow takes up residency in our human spirit when we are redeemed (which is the ONLY way anyone can be redeemed), and our bodies become the "temple" of The Holy Spirit, (1Corinthians 6:19). 
Discussion

The Greek translations of fellowship have a number of implications. Basically, fellowship means "that which two share in common", and there is even a Greek form of this that refers to intimate relations between a husband and wife. 

In 1 Corinthians 1:9, we are told that the Person of fellowship is Jesus, and in Ephesians 3 (3:6) it says when Jew or Gentile are in Jesus, it is fellowship. In 2 Corinthians 13:14, the communion of The Holy Spirit is called fellowship, and this is not some religious ceremony that we are used to hearing about. From Philippians 2:1 we know that all redeemed have fellowship with The Holy Spirit, which is the key to their intimate relationship to God Himself. 

It is astounding how many people do not believe any of the last paragraph, as well as how many people say they believe the above, yet never experience it in their own lives. 

In 1 Corinthians 10:16, fellowship is seen as His shed Blood and the Bread of His Body (but these are not to be interpreted as literal objects). Philippians 3:10 is what describes the fellowship of His sufferings, and Jesus is in partnership with the sufferings of the redeemed.   

There can also be abominable fellowship that is not of The Holy Spirit. The Word talks at length about the perils of fellowship that can lead to demonism. Redeemed people are not to be unequally yoked with non believers in marriage, business relations, or deeply intimate friendships. Ephesians 5:11,12 warns that the works of darkness have no fellowship with redeemed people. This is why redeemed people tend to turn away from ongoing intimate relationships with the spiritually dead and vice versa. 

If a person is redeemed, they have an unbreakable fellowship with Jesus that is sealed by the Holy Spirit living inside of them. Fellowship has nothing at all to do with a self-effort of trying to be "good". Romans 12:13 explains how fellowship addresses the needs of redeemed people, and 2 Corinthians 8:4 speaks of favoring in fellowship, instead of man made charities of artificial doctrines and glib empty words. 

The dangerous snare of the devil (false fellowship) is when those who are not redeemed pretend to be partakers of Truth in an attempt to teach the Word. Friends, if ANY person's doctrine does not agree with what the Word of God says about Jesus coming in human flesh, being declared dead (which is why His body had to lay for three days according to Jewish Law) and His resurrection from the dead, then it is of satan, and is NOT fellowship of the Word. Warn them and run from them, they are ministers of eternal death.

The major motive of fellowship is joy. Call it personal joy or another’s joy, because it really does not make much of a difference, and third John 4 talks of this joy. In Hebrews 12, read how Jesus endured shame and suffering for the joy of fellowship to come in redemption. I can not really comprehend how Jesus went to the tree in order to have joy in me through  my redemption, considering that I am still full of sin in my flesh, and that sin nature that will only be finally removed by the death of my physical body. Jesus willingly became my personal Savior in order to have fellowship with me, in order that I could partake of Joy of the Fruit of The Spirit (Galatians 5). Jesus wants all of the redeemed to receive His Joy every moment of every day, but how we fall short of this in the world! 

Conclusion

Fellowship is an intimate relationship with Jesus, and it is COMPLETELY independent of what we do and do not do. Everything we do after redemption is in the total presence (fellowship) of Jesus living inside of us. 

Let us rejoice that nothing can remove our guarantee of eternal life, no matter how many temptations and trials and suffering we go through down here! Because of that, there is no such doctrine as "in and out of fellowship", since that would mean the departure of The Holy Spirit, which is impossible. We can certainly have bad days and we do get depressed and upset, but Jesus never leaves us or forsakes us. 
July 31, 2005

"Wealth gospel"

1 Timothy 6:5

"men of corrupt minds and destitute of the Truth (spiritually dead) who suppose that godliness (redemption) is a means of gain. From such withdraw yourself"

1 Timothy 6:9

"those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and harmful lusts which drown them in eternal death"

1 Timothy 6:17

"People who are rich must not trust in their money to understand eternal life (redemption)"

James 5:3

"Your gold and silver have corroded as a witness against you, to eat your flesh like fire"
Introduction

There is nothing wrong with a redeemed person who has money, or making money from business and investment. 

Human nature is to trust in ones own ability to provide for themselves financially, not to trust in God.  

Everything is wrong with a person whose "love" is stockpiling money for what they label "personal security", "endless want", and hording of money for the purpose of "resting" in their money pit. 

Today we have a lot of the "doctrine" of buying as much gold as possible right now. This is addressed in our scripture from James, the person described in that passage was not redeemed. 

Discussion

"Wealth gospel" is not supported by any scripture, which is why "puffed up wealth evangelists" never use verses in context for this. The passages describing their doctrine actually condemns them. 

Much of the "Christian community" and "charismatic pastors" are in gross error. The Bible is clear that commodities of "gold and silver" are worthless security either now or during the Great Tribulation. Redeemed are never told by the Word of God to "store up gold and silver, or pursue wealth for personal financial security and gain."

Spiritually dead people often consider that money alone will sustain them. If Jesus even exists in their minds at all, He is secondary to their "first priority" of the love of money. 

During a financial crisis, the redeemed can suffer loss of joy, but never eternal life.  

Conclusion

So called "men of God" who teach this junk to their audience about finding a way out of a financial dilemma by claiming that  "God wants every believer to stockpile wealth" are perverted in their thinking.  

They are polluting minds by teaching that "the only way for Jesus to provide is through money and financial success."  This is direct contradiction to what the Word says. 

I brought nothing into the world, and will not take anything out of it either. Whether our household ever has money or not, we have eternal life in Jesus. 

August 7, 2005

"Misunderstandings"

Matthew 2:21

"Then (Joseph) arose, took the young child (Jesus) and His mother, and came into the land of Israel"

Introduction

Israel was not called Palestine during the time of Jesus being here in an "earth suit". 

Discussion

The nations mentioned in Genesis 10 included Philistine. Palestine is a form of the word Philistine, and was given to the land of Israel by the Roman Emperor Hadrian around 200 AD. Hadrian was so upset by the revolt of the Jewish people against him at that time, that as an angered response he named the land of Israel after their enemies. From then until now, there have been more Hebrews in "Palestine" than "Arabs" (ref: UN census). 

This brings us to a discussion of who an "Arab" is. Multitudes of Arabs know Jesus as savior, meaning they are redeemed children of God. Some Arabs do follow a religious system which starts with the letter "I", and are called "M". 

The nation that takes most of the care for Arabs is Israel, "I" nations are far less supportive. The turmoil in Israel that started in the year 5760 (our year 2000) has a great deal to do with the loss of jobs and opportunities for Arabs, due to the confrontations that began. 

Incredible as it may seem, these nations are NOT Arab. Iran, Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, Egypt and Saudi Arabia. Arabs do live in all of these lands, and they are persecuted, abused, and treated poorly. Arab people are suffering terribly, often because the doctrine of the religious system "I" is convert or "die by the sword". 

Conclusion

Some bibles print maps that indicate Israel as Palestine in the first century, but they are incorrect. Jesus, Joseph and Mary hid in Egypt by divine instruction and returned to Israel after Herod's death. 

There are many redeemed Arabs, and they are brothers and sisters in the Body of Jesus Christ during this Age of Grace. 

August 14, 2005

"Spirits"

1 Corinthians 12:10  

". . . discerning of spirits . . ."

Introduction

Some redeemed people have a gift that allows them to discern spirits. God has given the ability to some for rapidly discerning the source of a remark, whether it be from Jesus or satan.                       

Discussion

"Spirit" or "spirits" is mentioned hundreds of times in the Bible, but there are different meanings. Here are the references.

First reference - "Angels", in Psalm 104:4 and most of Hebrews 1. Angels can be ministering spirits to those who inherit eternal life. There are always Angels on the earth, metaphysical beings that create an effect on people around them. 

Second reference - All human beings have a spirit (unlike animals that do not). Jesus is The God of all the spirits of all human flesh. The Holy Spirit of God lives with the spirit of all redeemed, which is the definition of spiritual rebirth discussed in John Chapter 3. 

God as the "God of spirits of all flesh" is in Numbers 16:22, Numbers 27:16, and Proverbs 16:2. The invisible and immaterial part of all of us is very real in a process of consciousness towards God and the spiritual realms all around us. It interacts with the soul, which is the intellect and mind that produces our emotional responses and a will (our volitional choice). 

Third reference - Physical life, Job 34:14,15. When the body dies physically, God withdraws the soul and the spirit, and the flesh goes back to the dust it came from. Our spirit with The Holy Spirit is the principle of why we have have eternal spiritual life in us when we are redeemed. 

Fourth reference - Believers who have left their physical body, and are now absent from the body and present with Jesus. Hebrews 12:23 mentions the spirits of people brought to completeness. 

Fifth reference - Demonic beings, fallen angels, principalities and powers, familiar spirits, devils. Luke 7:21, 8:2 calls them evil spirits. The demon spirits can affect all of us here on earth, redeemed or not. Angelic spirits of the first reference encamp near redeemed people to assist in keeping them away, although in my opinion there is no biblical reference for any particular "guardian angel". Leviticus 19:31 and Leviticus 20:6  talk of familiar spirits in the realm of the occult. Jesus put astrology, cultic practices and divination together with familiar spirits. No person, redeemed or not, is to attempt communication across the "line" that God has drawn, for example, trying to talk to the dead. Demonic spirits can deceive any human being in the pursuit of astrology, séance, ouija board, tarot cards and fortune telling (to name but a few). Isaiah 8:19-22 warns very clearly that all people turning to these practices rather than Jesus, will be condemned. 

Conclusion

All redeemed people should attempt to discern what spirit is behind anything being taught about Jesus. 

NEVER attempt to make contact with familiar spirits in an attempt to gain friendship or information. 

NEVER attempt to make contact with familiar spirits in a pursuit to gain power or influence. 

The reason that the Bible calls familiar spirits evil is that they are not going to do anything good. Demonic spirits will never render a benefit to a human being. The "king" of the familiar spirits is the father of all lies, satan. Any one who thinks they can dabble in this area for some kind of benefit is going to be used by the demons for whatever they want, and then destroyed. 

Discerning of spirits is different than judging. Paul wrote many times by name of people who were under the influence of familiar spirits. Discernment refers to looking at two different things and determining which one is destructive. 
August 21, 2005

"Health Gospel"

Matthew 17:20  

". . . faith the size of a mustard seed will move a mountain . . . "

Introduction

Praying for God's Will is not telling Him how big the storm, tribulation or trial is, it is realizing how big Jesus is compared to your trouble. 

Friends, I don't ever pray for healing, I pray for God's Will to be done. I don't want my prayers answered, I want His Will for my life. 

Discussion

I was in a car accident some time ago, and had many issues of healing to deal with. I never prayed for any healing, God just healed me. The issue is that I wanted God's Will to be done. If it was time for me to die, then I was ready for it. 

Redeemed people need to understand that if Jesus has something for them to do, He knows full well that they can do it better if they are well. If a person is to die, then they will be absent from their body and present with Jesus, which is the ultimate joy. Count on Jesus to do what He needs to do in order for you to be available to Him. However it turns out, the promise of the Word is that all things work to your benefit. 

A common teaching is that "if only we have enough faith, God will heal us". This is a different Jesus being taught, some kind of reluctant spirit that does not want to heal. Conjuring up some "good faith" or "praying hard enough" is opposite to the Jesus of the redeemed. This kind of doctrine is as opposite to the Love of God as I can think of. 

Our Heavenly Father knows every hair on our head, He knows when we are sick, He knows when we are suffering, and there is nothing wrong with telling Him that we would like to be healed. But it is never the size of our faith, it is the size of our God, who told us that if we had faith the size of the smallest seed, that we could move mountains. I have yet to see any of us move a mountain, obviously this is telling us that our faith is extremely small at best! 

Anything a redeemed person asks that is in accordance with His Will is going to be given. When Jesus was here in an "earth suit", He had times of great suffering, yet His only prayer was that The Will of The Father be done, and never His. "Lord not my will buy Yours be done". 

Healing comes by Truth, so we have to go the source of Truth who is Jesus and believe Him. To deny this is saying that He is wrong. Unbelief in Jesus, the ONLY sin of the world today that is leading many to destruction, is the issue. When any person puts that sin of unbelief away forever by accepting eternal life (redemption), nothing (including death) can separate them from Jesus, despite their ongoing troubles in worrying about themselves (which we all continue to do, even after redemption).  

Conclusion

Can you imagine a Jesus that can heal us, but is waiting for us to ask Him? That would be like having a Dad or a Mom with a sick child, withholding the treatment based on waiting for the child to ask for help! 

Why do people think that God does not have a clue about their condition? If we are sick or emotionally hurting, He knows that, and in my opinion, it is a perversion of the Love of God to predicate His action upon our "begging to Him". 

August 28, 2005

"Take up your cross"

Matthew 16:24  

"Jesus said to His disciples, if any desires to come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me "

Introduction

Some people interpret this passage as picking up a physical structure made into a "cross" and being nailed to it! Yet other people reckon this as a command to deny themselves of any pleasure. Neither of these are a proper interpretation. 

Discussion

When Jesus talked about picking up "our tree" and following Him, we have to remember that it was on a tree that Jesus took away the sins of all people from the sight of God forever (Romans 5:8). What Jesus did on that tree demonstrated eternal forgiveness and propitiation (Romans 3:25 satisfaction of God's wrath), and it is just as applicable today as it was two thousand years ago. 

In 2 Peter 1:9, it says that those who lack a knowledge of eternal life (some redeemed people don't understand the reality of this) are short sighted or even blind, and do not understand that they have been purged from all of their old sins (sins of the old spiritually dead person, which means past, present and future sins of the redeemed person.)

Peter is telling us how we should add different areas of maturity, but if these are not ours in increasing measure, we have forgotten that we have been cleansed of all of our sins (so pick up "our tree" and realize it). The tree is to remind us of the propitiation, not a tool to be gaining forgiveness, but to walk as a forgiven person. 

Paul also brought this issue up in Philippians 3:10, a desire in his heart to know the reality of the resurrection of Jesus. As for his mention of sufferings, well, I have been insulted many times for my faith, and I have been rejected many times by other people, but I have not suffered as Paul did (stoning and floggings). 

Conclusion

Romans 5:10 - For if when we were enemies (spiritually dead) we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son (Jesus is Heir, not offspring), much more, having been reconciled (propitiation of God's wrath) we shall be saved by His Life (spiritual life, The Holy Spirit living in our spirit). 

The taking away of all of our sins from the sight of God is realized when we receive His free gift of eternal life by Grace (redemption). Taking up "our tree" daily is to remind us that our forgiveness by God was eternally accomplished by that one action. Forgiveness is an implicit part of redemption, which we need to remember, even though forgiveness of sin in and of itself is not salvation.  
September 04, 2005

"Difference between conscience and Holy Spirit"

Romans 2:14,15  

"People's conscience bears witness, their thoughts accuse and defend"

Luke 12:25

"Which of us by worrying can add a single hour to our life span?"

Introduction

As we see yet more tragedy unfold, consider Romans 8 telling us how the entire creation groans as it waits for the day when a new Heavens and a new Earth arrives. Well, we're not there yet, and everybody and everything is suffering. 

We live on the earth and a lot of things happen. Through it all, it has to be God's Will for our lives and not ours. When Jesus was on the tree, He said that all He wanted was the Will of The Father to be done. 

People today are having their conscience tested as never before. This is manifest as accusing themselves as well as others. The result is that many are defending their actions. This is what conscience does, accusation is "yes I did this" and reaction is "but I am not as bad as the other person" Our conscience is always accusing and defending. 

The Holy Spirit of God is different. He testifies that everyone is guilty of wrong. When we come to the end of ourselves, then we are ready for Jesus to indwell us, The Holy Spirit of God promising eternal life, never leaving or forsaking us. 

Discussion

What are we supposed to do in the midst of the things going on today? Why do we worry so much when we can't add a single hour to our life"? Jesus told us in Luke 12:22,23 "do not worry about your life as to what you will eat, nor for your body as to what you will put on, for life is more than food and  clothing". 

Anxiety is worrying about tomorrow, however if you are redeemed, the Holy Spirit inside of you today is already there tomorrow.

Why do we worry? The answer is that all people redeemed or not, put their minds on things that Jesus does not want them to. This does not mean that we are to just sit around and do nothing, but to get The Word of God into ourselves through our eyes and ears, in order to occupy a place in our thoughts and emotions. 

Redeemed people already have as much righteousness as they are ever going to have, but their mind needs to consider what the Will of Jesus is for their life. His Will is simple, to walk by faith. That means the results of every disaster, or business venture, or job interview or pursuit in life is in God's Hands. We take the steps, and when God's Will is for something to transpire, it will come to pass. 

Conclusion

Since we really can not do anything, we have to turn from worry. Jesus said that the pagans run after possessions, but if we seek Jesus first, then what we need will be given to us. 

We can not trust in our own abilities, only our availability to be led by the Holy Spirit. The only way for this to happen is for a person to repent of the only sin that leads to eternal death, rejection of Jesus as the resurrection to eternal life. 

September 11, 2005

"Son of Man"

Matthew 24:27 

"For as the lightning comes from the east and flashes to the west, so also will the coming of The Son of Man be"

Matthew 24:37 

"But as the days of Noah were, so also will the coming of The Son of Man be"

Matthew 24:39 

"and did not know until the flood came and and took them all away, so also will the coming of The Son of Man be"

Introduction

Jesus is called The Heir (Son) of God as well as being referred to as The Son of Man, both are Jesus who came in the flesh, and He is identified by both His Deity and His humanity. The Deity of Jesus is not separate from His humanity, neither can be denied, to do so is doctrine of the devil. 
Discussion

The coming of The Son of man refers to the coming of Jesus to the earth when He will establish His Kingdom on earth. 

The phrase "as the days of Noah were" is in reference to the time of His advent to the earth.  The "Days of Noah" does not refer to the Age of Grace and Matthew 24 is "tribulation text" that has no reference for the redeemed of now. 

In Matthew 24, Jesus compares the un-preparedness of people in Noah's day to the people who will be unprepared at the time when He returns to the earth.  Jesus is not emphasizing the "normalcy" of the day (marriage, given in marriage), because the days of great tribulation will be far from normal.  Jesus is emphasizing the un-preparedness of people in that day at the time of His return to the earth. Un-preparedness means having not received the free gift of eternal spiritual life.  

This is as what happened at the time of the flood.  People watched Noah build an ark for 100 years, and paid no attention to his warnings since it had never rained (hydration was by mist and ground water). When the ark was completed, people were unprepared for what was about to take place. Noah went into the ark and God shut the door behind them (Genesis 7:16). In a mannerism Jesus is the Ark of Salvation.   

Jesus uses the example of Noah's days as a parallel and type to show the un-preparedness of people, not for the purpose of showing the normalcy of the day. He says:  "for then there will be great tribulation, such as has not occurred since the beginning of the world until now, nor ever shall."     

Conclusion

God became man (Son of Man) and dwelt among us as Heir (Son) of God, The only begotten One of The Father, full of Grace and Truth. Jesus is both perfect as God and perfect as man, both are designations of Truth. Conversely, if a person is identified in scripture as a "son of man" (Psalm 146:3, Ezekiel 13:17), this is only a declaration of humanity. 
September 18, 2005

"Emphasis on praying"

1 Corinthians 12:27

"The redeemed are Christ's body, and individually members of it"

Introduction

With all that is going on today, there is a lot of emphasis being put upon praying, however, God is not listening to words coming out of mouths. There is no group of translators around the Throne of God converting words of prayer in different languages for The Father. Only the Holy Spirit of God is presenting prayers before the Throne of God. 

Discussion

The term "christian" has no meaning at all today. In the initial stages of redemption by Grace 2000 years ago, many people knew what "Christian" meant because it was new. As time went on and people continued to pervert what God has done, the word has lost it's meaning. Asking someone today if they are a "christian" has little or no relevance to what redeemed people actually are. If a person is truly born again, a child of the Living God, there is a meaning to grab hold of, but this is not talked about very much. 

If it was important for us to verbalize prayer in order for God to hear it, why is there "silent prayer"? How could anyone talk to God if He had to hear their voice? Friends, God is looking upon the inner working of the soul of people. We make all this emphasis on what we are jabbering in Latin, Greek, Hebrew, English, and even so called "tongues", when the fact of the matter is that God is not listening to any of it. What do people do who do not have a tongue due to cancer, or Parkinson's disease that takes away their ability to talk, or if in some foreign prisoner abuse the tongue is cut out? How important would verbal delivery of prayer be without a way to talk? 

There is so much emphasis today on what the body is doing without considering what is going on inside a person's mind. What is more important, the body or the head? The head controls everything the body does.  

When Jesus ascended into Heaven, He chose to make the redeemed into His body here on earth, by the permanent indwelling of the Holy Spirit. The twelfth chapter of First Corinthians explains this in detail; that the one body of Christ here on the earth is made up of the many parts of redeemed people. 

At times I have been so distressed that I had no idea what to even pray for, and I can not even guess at what the intercession of The Holy Spirit for me would have been at that time. Since Jesus proclaimed that He did not do or say anything unless The Father told Him to do so, that must have meant He did not pray anything unless the Father told Him to pray it either. 

Verbalizing of prayers is us talking to God instead of Him talking to us. Way too many people come to Jesus with rote ideas of what they think they are supposed to be doing without ever thinking about what He has done. We all have to be responders to God and not initiators. So many denominations and "christians" spend so much time telling one another what they think a person should be doing in order to get close to God, when in actual fact a redeemed person can not get any closer to God than they were in the first microsecond of their redemption. When you add that trials and tribulations can in no way seperate a redeemed person from God, why do so many follow this false stuff about what they think we are supposed to do? Faith is the only thing that counts and everything else is superfluous. 

Conclusion

The Holy Spirit of God wrote the scriptures, through the instrumentation of man. The Spirit that wrote the scriptures is not in opposition to the scriptures. Any one who is lost or ignorant of the new covenant will think they are initiators for God in prayer. If a person is lost, they are occupied by the deceiver (satan), and will be under the delusion that they are initiators of God's Will. There are many powerful people in positions of influence all throughout the world today that have this thinking, and even the lost people are able to perceive the self pride. 

Anyone can say they are a "christian", a few can say that they are born again, and a small minority actually have redemption which is eternal life. 

None of us are to ask for our prayers to be answered, only for God's Will to be carried out in our lives. 
September 25, 2005

"Confusion"

Romans 3:23

"All have sinned and fall short of the Glory of God"

Introduction

Before redemption, everyone is either a Jew or a Gentile. The contrast between these two is all throughout the Word, the Jew represents religion and the Gentiles are heathens. Neither group has Jesus living in them. 

Discussion
No person will be declared righteous in the sight of God either through obedience to the Law or “heathinistic” practice. No one is too bad to be redeemed and no one is good enough to be saved. Redemption is by faith in eternal life from Jesus alone. 

The concept of redemption today has been unbelievably perverted into a message of "God loves me but does not love someone else". Pre-destination, election and foreknowledge are only some of the terms being misused by spiritually dead pride filled deceivers. 

God gave everyone a human spirit and everybody is born dead to what vacated it, the Life of God. Before redemption there is a vacuum in all people's spirit wondering what God is all about. The natural human spirit is alive to the world and dead to God. Born again (redeemed people) come from both Jews and Gentiles. There are three groups on earth, the lost Jew, the lost Gentile, and redeemed children of God made up of both Jews and Gentiles. 

A religious person always says they will initiate their good works and earn the praise of God but a redeemed person realizes that they can do nothing with a heart, mind, soul and body that is wicked above all things. The religious world is completely presumptuous, walking around and proclaiming everyone else to look at what they are "doing" for God (which is nothing). God is not impressed with what anyone is doing in their own effort! David proclaimed it when he said "who are we that we to be recipients of your Love, Mercy and Kindness?"

A redeemed person understands they can be one way one minute and different the next. A redeemed person understands they can be nice one minute and miserable the next. A redeemed person understands they can have sweet thoughts of someone one minute and hate them the next. All of us are little more than one walking variable, redeemed or not. The only consistent thing in a redeemed person is the consistent One, The Savior, The indwelling Holy Spirit. 

Conclusion

God is not impressed with any of us, He is only impressed with His Son (Heir). When you have The Son, you have all that Father God is looking for. It is all Jesus and none of us. 

The wages of sin is on all people, and that is death. The Law was to show us our spiritual death in order to point to eternal life from Jesus. 

Since the Day of Pentecost, nobody is going to go to hell because of their sins. God is not dealing with men and women on the basis of sins today, the only question is whether a person has repented of unbelief in Jesus for eternal life, which is why the only thing mentioned about The Great White Throne Judgment is whether the person is written in The Book of Life. 

The world's sin (singular) is unbelief in Jesus for eternal life. God was in Christ reconciling the sins of the entire world, not counting our sins against us. There is no way to grasp this Truth without receiving Jesus. Even though sins are no longer being taken into account, the wages of sin are still in existence, death, which is The Wrath of God). Every person born into this world is under the sentence of death, but a redeemed person no longer remains this way because of Life In Jesus. 

Notes

Laying hold of the Trinity of God is crucial to understanding this writing. Faith began with Abraham and extends to all of us, accepting by faith that Him who raised Jesus from the dead will also raise us. In one passage it mentions Him who raised Jesus from the dead, in another place Jesus says He will raise Himself from the dead, in another place it says The Holy Spirit raised Jesus from the dead, and in another place it says that God raised Him from the dead. Jesus was not raised four times, these passages are expressions of The Trinity. Our difficulty with understanding The Trinity is that we try to put flesh and blood upon the three. God is Spirit, and you don't put flesh and blood on spirit. We can only relate to God in spirit and in truth. Human depictions can not be put on a spiritual entity, any more than we can understand where air comes from and goes to. God is not three "gods with bodies". The Spirit of God exists in Father God, Jesus Christ and The Holy Spirit. To deny any one of these is either Gnostic deception that denies the humanity of Jesus, or liberalism that denies the deity of Jesus. 
Apprehend the Truth of the Trinity of God because that is what The Word of God states. 
October 2, 2005

"Confusion II"

Philippians 1:21-23

"To live is Christ and to die is gain . . . having the desire to depart and be with Jesus, for that is better"

Introduction

The promise of being with Jesus for eternity is the hope of all who believe The Word of God. 

Discussion

Here is my attempt to answer how people are related to the Great Tribulation. 

1. First Corinthians 15:50-58 tells what occurs when the physical body of a believer dies during the Age of Grace (this is discussed at length in the archives). My understanding is that the soul and spirit of a redeemed person enters a glorified body (their physical body decays back to the earth -- since flesh and blood can neither inherit or stand in the presence of God). I accept that all redeemed who have not physically died will be removed from this earth prior to the time of Great Tribulation, as explained in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18. It will be at the end of the Great Tribulation that Old Testament believers will be resurrected into and receive their glorified bodies, which is what often confuses some into thinking that redeemed people will face God's wrath during Daniel's 70th week.  

2. A great multitude of Gentiles will become believers during the Great Tribulation and apparently will be martyred for their faith and their refusal to take the "mark". Revelation 7:9-14 speaks of the salvation of Gentiles out of every nation, tribe, tongue, and people. A large amount of the the current world population has never heard the message of eternal life in Jesus. 

3. All people alive today who have rejected the Grace of Jesus for eternal life will not be among the Gentiles who believe in the Lord during the Great Tribulation, and II Thessalonians 2:9-12 makes this quite clear. Because of their rejection, God will send them a "strong delusion" to believe the lies during that time. Those who do believe in Jesus during the great tribulation are those who have either not heard or perhaps have not as yet rejected the message of eternal life. 

4. A Jewish remnant of believers will be divinely protected by God in the "wilderness" during the Great Tribulation. Revelation 7:1-8 speaks of 144,000 Jews who are supernaturally protected by God - they will take the message of Jesus to all the world. Revelation 12 speaks of another Jewish remnant who will be protected by God as well. Zechariah 13:8-9 seems to indicate that only one third of the Jewish people will believe in The Messiah when He returns.  

Conclusion

When a redeemed person dies today, whether Jew or Gentile, he or she immediately goes to be with the Lord - II Corinthians 5:1-8; Philippians 1:21-23. Some teach that the souls of these people are "asleep" until the resurrection. That is simply not Biblical. It is the body that is put into the grave that is pictured as "sleeping." The person is quite aware as Luke 16 clearly indicates. 
October 9, 2005

"Jesus Juice?"

John 2:10

"Every man at the beginning sets out the good wine, and when the guests have well drunk, then that which is inferior; but you have kept the best wine until now"
Introduction

Paul did tell Timothy to take a little wine for his stomach's sake, but what did that mean? 

Background

Thanks to a friend of mine for his help with this weeks writing. 

Discussion

Wine, or "oinos" in the Greek refers to everything from the grape on the vine to the juice in all of it's many stages. There is wine less than three months, more than six months, and strong drink after three years. 

Fermenting wine is a decay process that produces alcohol in grape juice to make it different. Fermentation destroys the vitamins in the grape juice. Biblical instruction to give strong drink in the Bible was to those who were in pain or dying since it was used as a sedative.

Grape juice has properties that may help with illness. The Hebrew recommendation for recovery was pure grape juice, not fermented or strong drink. 

When Jesus turned water into wine, he turned that water into pure grape juice, not fermented strong drink. The proof of this is that the the chief of the gathering where this happened said that "you have saved the best wine until now". "Best wine" refers only to juice that comes out of grapes right after they are dropped into the wine press. Even today, as fresh grapes are dropped into a wine press, the "best wine" is the small amount of juice that comes out of the press due to the weight of the grapes on top of one another. The miracle of Jesus turning the water into wine is that it was impossible for any person to do the enormous amount of work required that would produce that much "best wine". There were six large water pots of grape juice, which was a huge volume, six times twenty plus gallons each of that "best wine". This would have been an absolute miracle for the people of that time. 

Conclusion

Alcoholism is a huge problem today. One out of fifteen who take their first drink never stop, they become alcoholics.

Just as some of the leaders of Israel fell into drunkenness thousands of years ago, so do some leaders of our western world today. 
October 16, 2005

"BaShem Yeshua Sarenu Shalom"

2 Corinthians 5:20

"We beg you to be reconciled to God"

Introduction

If someone were charged with the task of destroying the human race, one way would be to invent the English Language. This dialect has so many gray areas in which to hide, that English speakers can avoid direct assessments to their own detriment.

Such confusion abounds over words such as "justification" and our subject for today, "reconciliation".

Background

Consider the "general ledger" from accounting. This is a book of final entry, used in a double entry system, for recording debits and credits, as by transfer from a journal, according to the accounts to which they belong. 

"Accounts receivable" is anything that is due; requiring payment.

"Accounts payable" is anything that is to be paid; due.

Reconciliation with God is as the "accounts receivable" for our sin debt. Since we can not pay that debt (our "accounts payable"), our "accounts receivable" with God had to be "written off" somehow.

Discussion

There is no way for any person to settle their sin debt without Jesus, but there is a difference between God reconciling us and being reconciled. Jesus took away our sins, but have you been reconciled to Him? 

When we are told to be reconciled to God, it means that we are to take what we owe off of our "accounts payable", because Jesus has already taken it off of the "accounts receivable".

This world is full of people who have not taken their sin debt off their "accounts payable", even though it has already been taken off the "accounts receivable". The result of this is that they stay away from the One who runs the "accounts receivable", The Savior. 

Jesus has reconciled all of us to Him, or taken us off of the "accounts receivable", and is telling us to take that sin debt off of our "accounts payable". The Bible states this directly, we receive joy by our reconciliation to Jesus. 

People are arguing like crazy over this Truth. These people have never been reconciled; they have never taken the debt paid for all of their sins off of their "accounts payable". They continue to ask for forgiveness because they have never received forgiveness. Even some redeemed people have yet to get a grip on this truth. They have salvation even though they have not yet understood reconciliation in its totality. I started this way, for a little over a year I had no understanding of the totality of the meaning of reconciliation. 

Conclusion

One act of disobedience by Adam brought eternal death, but the one act of obedience by Jesus brought eternal life. Anyone can be reconciled to God. 

For all redeemed people, to confess sin has to mean agreeing with Jesus that it has been taken away (past, present and future), and thank Him for doing it. Reconciliation means to stop asking God for forgiveness, since He has already taken your sin debt away. No confession booths, no First John 1:9, and no prayers of asking forgiveness. 

Redemption is one thing only, the Holy Spirit of God indwelling inside of you ALL of the time, and NOTHING else. Be reconciled to God by ceasing to ask for what you already have if you are redeemed, the forgiveness of all of your sin. 

October 23, 2005

"The Human Problem"

Romans 7:4

"to the redeemed, die to the Law, so that you might be joined to Him who was raised from the dead, in order to bear Fruit for God"

Introduction

There is a difference between moral character that is demonstrated outwardly by a non-redeemed person by the power of their flesh and the Fruit of the Spirit which is initiated through the redeemed by The Holy Spirit of God. Moral character and The Fruit of the Spirit may at times look similar on the outside, but they are not the same.  

Discussion

The moral character and conduct of a spiritually dead person is not an expression the Fruit of the Spirit of Galatians 5. No one can demonstrate the Fruit of the Spirit unless they are indwelt by The Holy Spirit of God (which is the definition of redemption). 

Those who do not have The Holy Spirit of God in them do not belong to God (Romans 8:9). The natural or spiritually dead person can only be driven and controlled by their own flesh, since they are devoid of The Spirit of God (Jude 1:19).  

It is a mistake to try determining whether someone is redeemed by observing their moral character. A natural person can show kindness towards others. They can claim to be caring, self giving, go to church, read a Bible, and be involved in religious functions and programs which revolve around principles which are moral. They can have a standard of behavior which they live by, either instilled in them from childhood through their parents, or submitting to the laws of the country they live in.  All kinds of spiritually dead people are respected by others within their community.  

People are influenced and impacted by life experiences as they grow up, and all people are born spiritually dead in Adam, under the letter of The Law which is eternal death. For example, "right and wrong" is taught, not to lie, cheat, steal and so on. This is the basis of a "religion" which sets guidelines that influence the mind and conscience as a guide through life. A lifestyle of religious duty and obedience, along with moral values, can be instilled in the flesh. 

Conclusion

Despite conservative and/or acceptable moral and religious behavior which is instilled into non-redeemed people by their influences, it is being done in the power of their flesh, which is apart from The Holy Spirit of God. Only a redeemed person can be led by God's Spirit, since He indwells them. 

Faithful religious practice and good moral conduct is not indicative of redemption. Even though the unsaved are capable of living out a moral life which has been taught to them, learned, or practiced, it is still all being done in the power of their own flesh, and not by The Holy Spirit (which they do not possess).

October 30, 2005

"Grace"

Hebrews 12:18,21,24

"The redeemed have not come to Mount Sinai that can be touched and to a blazing fire, to darkness, gloom and whirlwind, so terrible was the sight that Moses said "I am full of fear and trembling" but the redeemed come to Jesus, the mediator of a New Covenant of Grace"

Introduction

Ted reminded us in tape 515, the Old Covenant of long ago was primarily concerned with prosperity and the acquisition of land.  

The New Covenant of today is the Grace of Jesus Christ. Given the nature of that Old Covenant, imagine how difficult it was to understand by those who were under The Law. At the time of the Apostles, God had given The Law to the Hebrews, and then this "guy" by the name of Paul, "Saul" who used to be a a Hebrew of Hebrews and a Pharisee of Pharisees came along with Peter to wipe out every nuance of self-effort by the proclamation of Grace.

Discussion

Spiritually dead people often ask "do you mean that under Grace a person can do anything they want to do"?

My answer to this question is always the same, if I am not being accused of being easy on sin, then I am not teaching Grace. The accusation is pointless anyway, because whether I am "easy" or "hard" on sin, the issue is between God and people, not others and me. Sin is an issue between us and God, not between you and me. Since neither one of us is God, the task of convicting people of sin is done by The Holy Spirit. He is The Author of the Word of God, which is only one reason why it is beneficial to read the Bible.  

People do abuse Grace just as people abuse The Law. Nobody is obeying The Law, and all are abusing it. Anyone who thinks they are obeying The Law is spiritually dead by definition, but people everywhere continue to teach The Law in religions, buildings and gatherings. Some argue that we are still under The Law and that Jesus came to enable us to obey it, which usually starts with the "ten commandments". 

The redeemed are led internally by The Holy Spirit of God, not by Laws that were written on tablets of stone. If you do not understand this Truth, you do not understand what is written from the book of Romans to Third John. 

Reborn people are not given a license to sin at all. The Holy Spirit will still convict them of that which is detrimental. Conviction can still go as far as physical death, not for the purpose of condemnation, but to be absent from the body and present with Jesus. 

People who are in religion are not in Jesus. It is impossible to live in religion and Jesus at the same time. Ask yourself whether you are in Jesus or if you are in religion, because you can not co-mingle the two. 

The Law was given so that sin would increase, Grace was given so that as sin increased, so did Grace. Despite the best efforts of people everywhere, they can not out sin the Grace of God. If Jesus was dealing with any of us on the basis of our performance, we would all fail. God had to deal with us on the basis of Grace in order for any of us to be redeemed today. I don't deserve to be redeemed and neither do you or anyone else. 

The ancient Hebrews put on a stained robe of righteousness at Mount Sinai and religious people of today are putting on the same dirty rags. If you are wearing one of these filthy self-effort coverings, take it off and accept the clean white robe of righteousness that Grace has to offer. If you are naked because you have never made a decision, put on a robe of redemption before it is too late for you to do so. 

Redemption is the acceptance of eternal life from Jesus, which is a permanent indwelling by The Holy Spirit. For anyone who rejects redemption, the Age of Grace will be OVER the moment of their physical death, and there will be no second chance. 

Conclusion

Sin is not the master of any redeemed person because they are under Grace and not under The Law. 

I don't know how to make it any clearer, Romans 7:4 and 7:6 tells the redeemed that they have died to The Law, have been delivered from The Law, and are under control of The Holy Spirit. 

Under Grace, nobody is told to go to Mount Sinai and hear The Law, everyone is told to go to the empty tomb of Jesus to accept resurrected life. 

The Jewish people under Mosaic Law were told to go to Mount Sinai thousands of years ago, before the New Covenant of Grace was ushered in by the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus. The reason the tomb is empty is that Jesus was raised from the dead to provide you and me with eternal life if we will ask for it and accept it. The worlds' sin (singular) is unbelief in Jesus to provide this. That is the only sin that the book of Revelation is proclaiming to repent from in the first few chapters. 

November 6, 2005

"Bulls"

James 1:14 

"each is tempted when they are drawn away by their own desires and enticed"

Introduction

There was a picture in our paper of a young man with jewelry in the likeness of bull horns pierced through his nasal septum. 

The stock exchange uses the term bull market when wealth and prosperity is hoped for.

Aaron fashioned an image of a bull for Hebrews to worship at Mount Horeb (Psalm 106:19). 

All through the middle-east, there are silver bull jewelry idols from around 10 BC buried in the ground. 

People still worship cattle today.

What is this about?

Discussion

The Hebrews were kissing the golden bull that Aaron made, and religious people all over the world are still kissing images. 

In Cairo Egypt there are what are called "the tombs of the bulls". Huge sarcophagi of gold hold bulls remains. Egyptians worshipped the bull (as well as the Babylonians), which is where Israel got it from. 

Worship of an idol (including money), or of a graven image (including a picture or statue of "jesus") is an offensive rebellion against The Savior. Any kind of visual representation of God was forbidden to all Hebrews, and when Israel rebelled against Yehshua, His protection was removed and Assyria poured in and brought horrendous carnage. When King Hezekiah turned to Yehshua in prayer and asked for The Lord of Israel to deliver them, 185,000 of the enemy were slain by an angel in a single night (1Kings 19:35) (2Chronicles 32:21). 

Judgment eventually comes when rebellion continues. Samuel told Saul that rebellion was as witchcraft in 1Samuel 15:20. This is Old Covenant testimony, not New Covenant Grace, but the principles described here have not changed, the fate of those without redemption is eternal death. 

Conclusion

Rebellion against Jesus is often rooted in pride, in western culture of today, this manifests as having lots of money on hand in order to mimic satisfaction. 

If a person says they don't need Jesus, their life is wide open for deception. Believing in immorality as defined by the Bible is the reproach to any person, but Jesus has His arms open to everyone despite the fact that judgment is deserved. 

The family unit of today is like an enemy of many who reject Jesus. Ancient Assyrians would tear open the womb of women of the nations they conquered in order to murder infants. The abominations of lifestyle described in the book of Romans destroyed both the Greek and the Roman Empire.

Jesus can not be brought down to our level by being pictured in some graphic or sculpture. Some people claim that these images are venerations, but the fact remains that there is nothing but condemnation for anything fashioned to represent God. He is not just smoke or pillar of fire seen by Moses or a cloud seen by Israel, He can not be contained in anything of our dimension, especially not a building at the corner of "walk and don't walk" called a "church". 
November 13, 2005

"Kindness Day"

Ephesians 6:12 

"we do not wrestle against other people, but against powers and principalities who are wicked spirits in the metaphysical realm"

Introduction

Today is "World Kindness Day". The same newspaper I read this in had many stories about murders too. Is this "good" versus "bad"? Well, I am redeemed, but I am not "good". When I was afraid of something last week, that meant I had no faith that moment (without faith it is impossible to please Father God). Even worse, the book of James tells me that because I offended in that one area, I am guilty of every offense there is in the Law. Redemption means reconciliation with Father Father God in Jesus, despite wicked and sinful flesh (read this column from October 16, 2005). 

Discussion

It is a tragedy that many have not heard (or misunderstand), one of the most important issues in The Old Testament, workings of spiritual (metaphysical) beings in hierarchy under the wicked one. These are the "powers" organized in "principalities".

The earliest illustration is in Genesis 4:5. Cain was born of fallen Adam, and was therefore spiritually dead (just as we all come out of the womb today). There was no society at this time, no violence in the media and no handguns, but Cain was angry. Anger was a demonic stronghold that gave legal right to a spirit of murder to enter Cain. The proof is in Genesis 4:7. What is the sin in Genesis 4:7? "If you do well, will not your countenance be lifted up? And if you do not do well, sin is a demon crouching at the door; and its desire is to enter you". Watch those on television marching with weapons during a public demonstration (usually in the Middle East), they shoot them up in the air because unconsciously they are shooting upwards in anger, literally shooting at God. 

In Mark 8:22 to 8:25, regarding the healing of a blind man at Bethsaida, people brought a blind man and asked Jesus to touch him. He took the blind man by the hand and led him outside the village. When he spit on the man's eyes and put His hands on him, Jesus asked, "do you see anything?" The man looked up and said, "I see people,  they look like trees walking around". Once more Jesus put his hands on the man's eyes. Then his eyes were opened, his sight was restored, and he saw everything clearly".

This man started both physically and spiritually blind. Physically blind as apparent in the passage, spiritually blind as mentioned that he did not recognize Yehshua as Messiah.

Jesus took him out of town where there were no people. In those days, once out of town, people were scarce. Jesus touched the man's eyes, and the man saw “people like trees" walking. He DID NOT see people. he saw unclean spirits that had just come out of him that were now departing. Jesus touched him again and he saw again, this man could now both spiritually discern and see. Jesus gave this man discernment, and then did an exorcism. Behold, one of the most hotly disputed topics of today is whether or not redeemed people can have associations with demonic spirits. Yes, because at the moment a person is redeemed, a process of removing what was already in the person (if it was) begins. Eventually, the process of removal does take place, but the ultimate removal may be when the person dies physically and the soul and spirit go to The Lord, and the demonic spirits go to the pit. This process can take time, even years for some people who were substance addicts or behavioral abominations. Almost always, the devil will only identify his presence after a person is redeemed. This is one of the reasons that there are so many spiritually dead people, they have no awareness of the devil and his demons. 

In Luke 8:27 to 8:36, there is a story of the "demoniac", a man with "legion", many unclean spirits. That is why the man cut himself, the demons inside of him made him offer his blood to the devil (this is still around today). Unclean Spirits can manipulate matter and energy, and they are more sophisticated at it than we are, but they are LIMITED by the Holy Spirit as to what they are permitted to do. Manipulation such as this was seen in the activities of the warlocks Jannes and Jambres, pharaoh’s magicians. Staffs turned into serpents, changed water changed into blood and spells with frogs imitated Moses. 

The Book of Leviticus deemed food to be clean or unclean because of both spiritual and physical reasons. People who consume unclean things today can be alcoholics, "weed burners" who smoke, or consume mind altering substances (including so called medical prescriptions). Because of this, they can be associated with demonic spirits that the use of these gives access to. 

Conclusion

The question of "what is going on these days" is that it is often from the spiritual realm, but Jesus is in complete control of everything whether we understand it or not. God gave all people a free will.

The devil counterfeits The Trinity of God, and The Holy Spirit moderates his actions, just as described in Job 1:6-12. In this Age of Grace, The Holy Spirit indwells every redeemed person on a continuous basis because only He can overcome the forces of darkness. Witch doctors, shamans, witches and warlocks, healers, and all of that sort of type can do nothing in the spiritual realm to free any person from demonic spirits. Jesus is the only Truth, and if you are in Him, which means you are redeemed, that Truth will set you free. 

The primary reason that the coming Great Tribulation will be a time of such anguish, is that The Holy Spirit is going to remove His restraint upon the principalities and powers of satan. The science fiction movies with murdering creatures in them (especially "Alien versus Predator") are going to be real. The demonic locust terror of the Book of Revelation is going to physically take place (just like in the movie mentioned). People are going to repent of the sin of unbelief in multitudes when they see this, unless they have already rejected Grace, in which case they will have no idea what to do (2Thessalonians 2). 

November 20, 2005

"Remember Me?"

Isaiah 65:17 

"for behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; and the former shall not be remembered or come to mind"

Luke 16:26

"between Lazarus and the rich man there was a great gulf fixed so that the rich man who wanted to pass from (Hades, Sheol, Hell) could not, nor could Lazarus pass from (Paradise, Abraham's Bosom, Heaven)"

Introduction

After years of being beaten up by this world, nothing sounds better than leaving it all to be with Jesus forever. Don't misunderstand, while I remain here, it is a privilege (that I do not deserve) to reach out to people with the message of hope in eternal life. It's just that those who find reason to make a mockery of The Holy Spirit inside of me persecute my existence, calling me mis-guided, even standing in the way of both the emotional and financial needs of my household. 

Everyone has a free will, and if a person hardens their heart to the message of Grace and perishes in eternity, well that is really too bad. But what about eternal memories of people who I have tried to reach;  many of whom are in my family or among relatives and friends?

Discussion

Will redeemed people have their memory intact when they go on to eternity with Jesus? Well, the rich man could see the beggar Lazarus while he was in Hades, but there is no mention of the reverse. 

If we had memory of what we did here on earth, eternity would not be very desirable, because there is nothing on this earth worth remembering! Flesh and blood goes into the ground and will not inherit the Kingdom of God. Nothing that our mom and dad gave us is going to be with Jesus. Redeemed people will have a glorified body that has nothing to do with anything down here, and everything to do with what Jesus has given. In the presence of Him, we will not be thinking of any earthly thing from our time here or what took place. 

Those we have known who are redeemed will be in eternity with us and we will know that. However, there will be no searching for a mom or dad or friend or relative that died lost, because we will have no memory of them. 

Conclusion

While we are still here, we should remember one thing that will motivate people from the spiritually dead world to receive eternal life. To see the perfect Love of Him that is not shown in the "market place of life". Remember that the devil wants us to put that aside and condemn others with "don't do this and don't do that" which is religion, or have us boast about how "good and upright" we are which is both pride and a lie. 

The weakness of our flesh whether we are redeemed or not, is a problem that will be left behind in eternity.
November 27, 2005

"Every few moments"

John 5:21 

"For as The Father raises the dead and gives life to them, even so The Son gives life to whom He will"

Introduction

Every few seconds some person dies physically, yet the majority of people do not know where they go after death. 

Discussion

Some of the strangest things have been written in comparison to what The Word says about what happens after death. 

According to the Talmud, Rabbi Yochanan Ben-Zakkai, one of the greatest rabbis in Hebrew history, convened the Yavneh Council after the destruction of the Temple in 70 AD, in order to determine the future of Judasim. He upheld the Law more than most others around him, yet he did not know where he was going when he died. His words were "I am led before the Supreme King of Kings, the Holy One who lives forever. If He is angry with me, He is angry forever. If He imprisons me, He imprisons me forever. If He puts me to death, he puts me to death forever. I can't persuade Him with words or bribe Him with money. Moreover, there are two ways ahead of me, one leads to Gan-Eden (Paradise-Heaven) and one leads to Gay-Hinnom (Hell) and I do not know which one will take me. How can I do anything but weep?" (B'rakhot 28b) 

And as well, without elaborating too much on the enormous number of lies that the wicked one has planted in the minds of people, some think they come back as a clod of dirt and some think that if they murder certain other people that they automatically go to "paradise" with seventy two black eyed virgins, liquor and even some young boys if they so wish. 

Conclusion

2 Corinthians 5:8 is written to redeemed people that have accepted eternal life in Jesus. 

"absent from the body, present with The Lord"

During this current Age of Grace, if a person is not redeemed, they will not be present with The Lord when they are absent from their body. 
December 4, 2005

"Temples"

2Thessalonians 2:4 

"he sits as God in the temple (Naos) of God" 

Introduction

There have been, and will be a number of temples.

Temple One- Wilderness temple, portable, moved with the Hebrews.

Temple Two- Solomon's temple around 900 BC, magnificent. Destroyed and looted by the Babylonians.

Temple Three- Zerubbabel's (Governor of Judah) around 500 BC, simple structure made from the lumber of trees gathered from the surrounding hills, eventually demolished. 

Temple Four- Herod's temple, Jesus visited it. A magnificent structure, that was never fully completed, it was destroyed in 70 AD.

Temple Five- Beginning on the Day of Pentecost, the redeemed have had The Holy Spirit of God living in them 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, every day of the year. The redeemed are the "pillars" of the Temple of God, In Jesus, throughout the Age of Grace. 

Temple Six- After the redeemed are removed from the earth, a person will be indwelt by the devil and claim to be the most high. This will be the time of The Great Tribulation. This "temple" will be a human being indwelt by satan.

Temple Seven- The Millenium Temple. Jesus Christ is going to reside in it as King of kings and Lord of lords to rule the earth. I know what it will look like, a magnificent structure of white marble.  
Discussion

Two words are translated as “temple” in the New Testament, Hieron and Naos. 

HIERON (Strong's number 2411)

Hieron is the word used for the Jerusalem stone temple and at times the Temple Mount enclosure, including all the other buildings that pertained to the temple. 

The word "Hieron” appears from Acts 2:46 to Acts 26:21. 

Acts 2:46 – And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple (Hieron), and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart, 

Acts 26:21 – For these causes the Jews caught me in the temple (Hieron), and went about to kill me. 

NAOS (Strong's number 3485)

Jesus referred to his own body as a temple (Naos), but the Pharisees and Scribes thought He was referring to the Jerusalem temple of stone. 

John 2:19-21 – Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this temple (Naos), and in three days I will raise it up. 

I Corinthians 3:16,17 – Know ye not that ye are the temple (Naos) of God, and that The Holy Spirit of God dwells in you? 

Jesus was God living in a "temple of flesh" when He was here in an "earth suit".  

Conclusion

The devil will counterfeit the Most High and live in a body of someone who will sit in Jerusalem and claim to be "god". 

Many people think that the Great Tribulation can not begin until a "temple" is built in Jerusalem, but this is not a required component, and as always, the removal of the redeemed is a sign-less event that is going to happen in the twinkling of an eye.  

December 11, 2005

"Birth Pangs"

Micah 4:9

"pangs have seized you like a woman in labor"

Introduction

God will complete the prophecy of Daniel's 70th week Daniel 9:24-27 without the redeemed body of Christ, (Romans 5:9, 1Thessalonians 1:10).

Discussion

The phrase "birth pangs upon a woman with child" is never used in regards to the redeemed. It has no reference to the redeemed whatsoever, but it is a reference to the time of "Jacob's trouble" (Jeremiah 30:7). The phrase only has reference to Israel during the Great Tribulation. Matthew 24:4-8 says that the "birth pangs" (or the beginning of sorrows) will come at the beginning of the Great Tribulation period. From Matthew 24:9-25 forward, it is the last half of the Great Tribulation. The second advent of Jesus to the earth is after this (Matthew 24:29-31). 

There are NO "birth pangs" taking place at this present time, and there never have been any since Jesus was raised from the dead. Jacob's trouble will not start until the Age of Grace has concluded with the removal of the redeemed from the earth (1Thessalonians 4:13-18). 

The reason why the Great Tribulation is likened unto "birth pangs of a woman with child" is because out of this time, God will be "birthing" a remnant (Isaiah 66:7-10), and they will enter The Kingdom Age (Isaiah 66:10-24). The faithful remnant will be made up of those who believed the gospel of The Kingdom that was told during the Great Tribulation (Matthew 24:14).

Conclusion

Micah 4:9 is clearly addressed to Israel. 

What the redeemed of today are about to witness, is Israel making a covenant of peace with others (Isaiah 28:14,15).

Israel will say "peace and safety" because covenant of peace has become a reality. 

Within perhaps seconds, minutes, hours, or even days (the length of time is unknown), while they are crying "peace and safety", suddenly and without warning, the redeemed will be taken away and The Day of the Lord will begin. 

December 18, 2005

"Happy Holidays?"

Luke 12:15 (parable of the rich fool)

"life does not consist of the abundance of things you possess"

1Timothy 6:5,7

"we brought nothing into this world, we can carry nothing out"

Introduction

There has been discussion about changing the greeting of Merry Christmas to Happy Holidays. The issue has really gotten stirred up this year.

Discussion

"Happy Holidays" today has transformed into an obsession with material things, rooted in motivation to find happiness from their purchase. There is nothing wrong with buying anything, the problem is when the underlying motivation is in error. 

Christmas is a national holiday that celebrates the birth of Jesus. Why has this become offensive? Schools in Israel teach that Jesus was a prophet. Buddhists and Muslims believe that Jesus existed and was a  dynamic influence on the world. How can anybody deny the effect He has had on society for the last two thousand years? That alone makes Him worthy of a celebration of His "birthday", whether or not he was actually "born" on December 25th or not.  

Conclusion

The Word of God can become a stumbling block to people that are not redeemed. The hindrance occurs because the Bible does not support an "anything goes" doctrine. 
December 25, 2005

"The Lineage of Jesus"

Mark 12:24

"You are mistaken because you do not know the scriptures" 

(The reference to power later in this verse is synonymous 

only to the Holy Spirit- which came upon people during the 

Old Covenant but permanently indwells all redeemed people 

during the New Covenant).

Ephesians 1:7 and Colossians 1:14

"IN HIM (crucial), the redeemed have the forgiveness of sins"

(Not redeemed means that spiritually dead people do NOT have 

the forgiveness of their sins-in other words, are not 

reconciled to God. This is the basis of HUGE deceptions 

used in religious systems that are based on self-worth, 

self-effort and human pride. ONLY when the sin of unbelief 

in the total deity of Jesus through His death, burial and 

resurrection is repented of, does one receive the forgiveness 

of their sins and eternal life (propitiation and reconciliation). 

The sin (singular) of the entire world is unbelief in the 

deity, death, burial and resurrection of Jesus, and THAT 

is what must be repented of in order to be saved (redeemed) 

during the Age of Grace.)

Introduction

Grace is the unconditional gift of God that He gave to 

us IN Jesus to give us everything we need for eternal life. 

It is a gift that a person either accepts or rejects, 

nobody is good enough to earn it and nobody is bad enough 

to be disqualified from receiving it. It is an unconditional 

gift, therefore, once you have received the gift which is 

the Grace of God IN Jesus, you are permanently indwelt by 

The Holy Spirit, which is your infinite security. If you 

have The Son (the heir of God), you have life, if you do 

not have The Son, you do not have life. 

Without eternal life secured by a permanent indwelling 

of The Holy Spirit, it is impossible to comprehend The 

Word of God. This is the basis of religion, a counterfeit 

theology is received from the father of all lies, the devil. 

People who are spiritually dead have been debating the 

lineage of Jesus for thousands of years because they have 

no way of understanding without The Holy Spirit (the Power) 

of God living in them. To the spiritually dead, the Word 

of God is foolishness, and I know religious people that 

have no understanding at all of the Bible. 

Friends, the lineage of Jesus is one hundred percent 

correct, because the Word of God says so. 

Why Jesus is Messiah

Here is the lineage of Jesus, starting with Adam, the 

first human being, who was created from the dirt of 

the earth. 

In Genesis 3:15 Adam and Eve fell, and Jesus pronounced 

His judgment. The gender of this scripture defined that 

Messiah would be a man (His heel). 

Later, a flood destroyed all people on earth, except Noah, 

his three sons, and their wives. The line of the Messiah 

came out of Shem (Genesis 9:26), "blessed be the Lord of 

Shem". The modern word for "Semitic people" comes from 

the word Shem. 

Genesis 12 describes a Semitic man in the line of Shem 

called Abraham. The blessed hope for the entire world 

comes from the line of Abraham. 

Genesis 17:19 tells us that Messiah will come from the 

line of Isaac. The everlasting covenant would be confirmed 

with him and his descendants. Genesis 21:12 confirms this. 

In Numbers 24:17-19, in the line of Jacob, (Jacob's name 

was changed to Israel), we know that The Messiah has to 

be Hebrew.

There were twelve sons of Jacob to consider. Genesis 49:10 

tells us that the fourth son of Leah, Judah, holds the scepter. 

Out of all the families of Judah, Isaiah 11:1-2 tells us which 

one. A branch would grow out of the family of Jesse. Jesse had 

eight sons, and 2Samuel 7:8 told us that David was the one 

who would be ruler. The seed of David is the One who will 

establish the Kingdom forever.  

In Psalm 132:11 it says that The Messiah must come as the 

fruit of David's body. God in an "earth suit" had to come 

from a daughter who was in the direct line of David. Mary 

was in the direct line of Nathan, one of David's sons. 

1Chronicles 28:4 tells us that Solomon was chosen to sit 

on the throne over Israel, but Messiah came from 

the line of Solomon’s brother Nathan (2 Samuel 5:14). 

Micah 5:2 specifically named Bethlehem (House of Bread), 

two miles south of Jerusalem, as where the Messiah would 

come forth. It is interesting that as I write this, the 

population of Bethlehem is more than ninety percent Islamic. 

Isaiah 7:14 tells us of the unusual birth in Bethlehem. 

A woman was to bear a son, and in my opinion, with none 

of the genetic material or chromosomes of His mother (The 

Holy Spirit just placed The Messiah in the womb of Mary on 

Kislev 24 of the Jewish civil calendar (see notes on this

in the conclusion below). Matthew 1:23 is a direct reference 

to this verse in Isaiah, the Greek translation being virgin. 
The proof that no genetic material of Mary was involved in the 

body of Jesus, is that if the egg of Mary were externally

fertilized, the offspring would have been female. We have 

already been told that Jesus would be male, from

Genesis 3:15.
According to Ezra 1:5, and the books of Ezra, Nehemiah, 

and Esther, the tribe of Judah carried their genealogical 

records with them. These records were eventually stored 

in the temple that was destroyed in 70AD. All of the 

genealogy records of the Tribe of Judah were destroyed, 

a historical fact. Therefore Messiah had to be born before 

Judah lost it's identity and records. This means that no 

one can claim to be "the messiah" if they were born after 

70AD. Despite this, there are a number of people today who 

claim to be that one, which is impossible. 

I know that Jesus is The Messiah, that is why I am 

telling you about Him. In Psalm 2, 1John 5:20 and Hebrews 1:8 Jesus 

is called Heir of all things, called The True God, and called 

God by God The Father.
Discussion

There was a television broadcast this week by Ms B Walters 

that discussed perceptions of what occurs after physical 

death. The program was painful for me to view to say the 

least. One by one, I sat there listening to opinion after 

opinion about different "roads" to heaven and many ways to 

get there. Eastern people did not even believe there is a 

heaven, but why did nobody look at what The Word of God 

says? There were all kinds of religious people with opinions, 

mostly centered around how good you think you are. How good 

would one have to be in order to make it, or how bad would 

one have to be not to make it? If there was a qualification 

for goodness that one had to achieve, where is that line? 

What if it was sixty percent and you had fifty nine percent? 

What kind of "god" would this be to use this? 

Jesus stated the answer in one statement for all of these 

people, "you err because you know not the scriptures". 

People who are spiritually dead know nothing about the 

scriptures except perhaps a bit of historical ritual. 

When they pick up a bible and read it, they have no idea 

what it is saying, because Truth is spiritually discerned.

Natural people can not understand spiritual things and they 

are foolishness to them. It was so sad to see all of these 

people push philosophies that are based on NOTHING. What 

is their source of Truth in this world? Who started the 

tradition that they follow? I know who wrote Matthew, Mark, 

Dr Luke and John, but I have no idea who started the 

traditions that these people presented. If any of these 

people are truly sincere about knowing Jesus, He will 

reveal Himself to them sooner or later. 

Conclusion

False prophets and false “christs” are everywhere today, 

just as the Word foretold.

The purpose of the resurrection of Jesus was to bring 

eternal life to all of us who are born spiritually dead. 

Death is the absence of life, and when you are spiritually 

dead, it means that the Life of God does not indwell you. 

Salvation is when the Holy Spirit permanently indwells 

you and changes you from the inside out, instead of 

religion which directs you to change from the outside in. 

The lineage of Jesus is one component of faith that leads 

to redemption and eternal life, therefore, no redeemed 

person can accuse the Word of being in any error regarding 

this, or any other issue. 

There is actually no such thing as our calendar 

abbreviation "BC", because there is no "before Christ", 

He is the Alpha and The Omega, and He came out of eternity 

to put on an "earth suit" on what was equivalent to 

Kislev 24 of the Jewish civil calendar (**), and very 

likely equivalent to December 25th on the Gregorian 

calendar. This would mean that He "came out from between 

the feet" or was delivered in the autumn, during the 

Feast of Tabernacles. 

(**) There is a direct reference to this in Haggai 2:18-20, 

which quotes the sacred Jewish calendar which was offset 

by six months from the present Jewish civil calendar. 

How interesting that this 2005 Christmas day corresponds 

to Kislev 24 on the civil Jewish calendar. 

