January 1, 2006

"Historians"

Genesis 6:4-7

"The sons of God (angels, created beings) came into the daughters of men (spiritual association), then wickedness was great (due to that association with the portion of fallen angels), and Jesus was sorry He had made man, saying "I will destroy man, beast, creeping things and birds for I am sorry I have made them""

Revelation 21:10,16

"John was carried away in the spirit to a great and high mountain, the Great city, the Holy Jerusalem (New Jerusalem) descending out of heaven (the sky) from God. New Jerusalem was laid out as a square (the base), with the length, width and height equal (pyramidal shape)"

Introduction

Before the flood, the secular world referred to that time as the "age of gods". Indeed, angelic beings did mingle among men and women at that time. Some sons of God followed Jesus and some followed the wicked one. To me, it is obvious that those who followed Jesus were builders of the "pillar of Enoch", and those that followed the wicked one strived to corrupt the genetic line that would bring forth Messiah. The wickedness of fallen angels continues even today, and although all human beings are born in Adam as a "foul disease of sin" in the eyes of Jesus, His shed blood took all of that sin from the sight of God forever, for the whole world, from Adam to eternity, so that His longsuffering Love in the provision of eternal life for whomever calls upon Him for it, means a reconciliation to God by a received gift of eternal life. The "pillar of Enoch" stands today as a monument to redemption as did Enoch who walked with God. 

Two major structures have been built under Divine guidance, markers to all mankind from Adam to the end of the ages. One pillar of brick and one pillar of stone. The pillar of brick was destroyed in the flood, but the pillar of stone survived the flood, in order to stand until the second judgment of the earth by God, which will be the renovation of this Earth by fire. 

The pillar of stone is The Great Pyramid, and it is the only structure being discussed today (avoid the study of other pyramids, many are rooted in the occult). Moses saw the Great Pyramid, Abraham saw the Great Pyramid, and Jesus was here in an "earth suit" while the Great Pyramid stood. 

Friends, nothing in today's writing has any relation or linkage to  Egyptology or things of today such as "mysticism, astrology or flying saucers". Beware of the lure of these subjects and remember that The Word of God is the only source of Truth. 

Discussion

Josephus was a priest of Israel whose name was Joseph, but was called Josephus by the Romans. He started a rebellion against Rome in 66 AD, and was captured by Vespasian. When Vespasian was called back to Rome (Nero had been killed), Vespasian was made emperor, and his son Titus was put in charge of the Roman army that completely destroyed the temple in Jerusalem in 70 AD. Josephus was a captive in the Roman camp for many years, and amazingly, the Romans gave Josephus all the scripts of Israel, that is the historical documents from the temple, and told Josephus to write a history of his people. What Josephus wrote was directly from the historical records of Israel. It is not scripture, but there are many links to scripture. 
Josephus wrote about the Great Pyramid. The Great Pyramid came from a Divine origin. Josephus believed that the Great Pyramid was built as a repository for information and knowledge that would be able to withstand fire and flood on the earth. Josephus wrote that the Great Pyramid was built before the flood by the descendants of Seth, at the time described in Genesis 6, when angels left their estate and some came to mingle into the genetic material of mankind (demonic association, very prevalent today). Josephus wrote that the Great Pyramid contained knowledge that the children of Seth had.

The Book of Hebrews tells us that Abraham looked for a city whose maker and builder was God. We know he went to a land which is the area of Cairo today. Prior to the flood, the Great Pyramid had 144,000 blocks of brilliant limestone covering it, and historical records describe it as a "building that had come down from Heaven". The pictures we see today have a "stair-step look", but originally the Great Pyramid had 144,000 limestone covering blocks that made it look highly polished and smooth. In Abraham's time, it could be seen for hundreds of miles due to the reflection of the Sun upon it, and at night, navigators on the Nile river used it as a beacon from the moonlight that reflected off of it. A most important feature that is hardly ever mentioned is that The Great Pyramid has never had a capstone. 

There is a lineage found in the seventh of the line of Seth, a man named Enoch. Enoch did not die, he was taken from the earth, but it does not specifically say how he was taken. The pillar of stone, what we call the Great Pyramid today, was called the "Pillar of Enoch". 
Psalm 82 has a reference to (small g) "gods" at the time of Enoch, angels. Among these angels, there had to have been those that had the knowledge and ability to construct the Great Pyramid. The knowledge to build the Great Pyramid had to come from Heaven through angels. Angels must have been involved in the removal of Enoch from the earth. 

Isaiah wrote of The Great Pyramid in Isaiah 19:19-20, and described it as a "pillar" (original Hebrew translates to monument) in the land of Cairo today. For Egypt at that time, this monument is described as being at both the border and the midst, which correlates exactly to historically correct northern and a southern kingdom. The Pyramid sits right at the point where the two kingdoms met, and the word "Giza" meant border. It is perfectly aligned with compass directions, but no compass was invented until thousands of years later. It is at the perfect geographical center of the land mass of the earth, yet no one had any such knowledge. Detailed knowledge of the geometry of circles and the value of "pi" was required to build it, yet none of this was known at the time of construction. The base was leveled to within a fraction of an inch over 13 acres, the structure sits on ball and socket joints so it will not move, and even the base lines are not straight blocks, rather, they are arches for the purpose of suspending the weight (and no knowledge of arches had been discovered yet). There is no writing of any sort on any surface inside or outside of the Great Pyramid, and no treasures of any kind inside. Several documented hoaxes have taken place over the years by the admission of those responsible, scratching of names into the wall and the planting of bits of gold inside. 

What went into the building of the Great Pyramid transcends any human ability, even of today, including all known methods of heavy and machine assisted construction. Consider that The Great Pyramid weighs around 6,500,000 tons, yet all this weight has been suspended above open interior chambers for thousands of years. The Great Pyramid is the only pyramid structure on earth with an exact construction of interior chambers that pointed to marker stars in the sky at the time it was built (note that this is not astrology).

The Great Pyramid has not moved at all in thousands of years. Detailed analysis of deposits found on the inside walls that are over an inch thick are proven them have come from seawater (which was from the flood) and even the remains of a "sea cow" were found inside one of the interior chambers (how did it get there unless there was a flood?). This structure had to have been constructed before a flood covered the earth, and withstand the event. 

There is an amazing lineage found in the seventh from the line of Seth, a man named Enoch. Enoch did not die, he was taken from the earth, and it does not say how he was taken. The pillar of stone, what we call the Great Pyramid today, was also called the pillar of Enoch. Psalm 82 has a reference to (small g) "gods" at the time of Enoch, angels. Among these angels, there had to have been those that had the knowledge and ability to construct the Great Pyramid. The knowledge to build the Great Pyramid had to come from Heaven through angels. 

The "world" calls the Great Pyramid a tomb (which is a counterfeit explanation that has come from the father of all lies). Herodotus, who lived around the fourth century "BC" wrote at least 2500 years after the documented record of construction (both secular and biblical), so where did Herodotus get his information from? He claims that some 30 years were required to construct the Great Pyramid, ten years were used to divert the Nile and twenty years to lay the stones. This would imply the placement of a 3 ton block of stone every four minutes, twenty four hours a day, for twenty years. Yet there were no lights for work at night and the Nile swells for at least three months out of the year. If one takes these factors into consideration, this would shorten the time to lay a 3 ton block of stone to a minute and a half. This is totally impossible, even with modern equipment available today. 
There are 3,200,000 three ton blocks in The Great Pyramid. If ten stones a day were placed, it would have taken 712 years to complete the construction, yet even more than the placement of 3 ton blocks was involved, since "casing stones" were also part of the project. It is impossible for the account of Herodotus to be true. 

Conclusion

The Great Pyramid really looks like a mountain. Many clues tell me to conclude that it was fashioned after what the Word describes as "The Holy Mountain of God". The New Jerusalem that descends from Heaven will also be a "Holy Mountain of God". 

The analogy to this Age of Grace is obvious. Jesus said to Peter that He would build the redeemed upon This Rock (Jesus being the Rock, or The Cornerstone). The 144,000 limestone covering blocks that were originally on The Great Pyramid are clearly representative of the 144,000 who are sealed (Hebrews) during the Great Tribulation (AFTER the redeemed have been taken. This is because a structure is not covered until all the preliminary construction is done, in other words, the redeemed do not go through The Great Tribulation, since the Age of Grace ends when Daniel's 70th week begins and the 144,000 Hebrews give the Gospel to every person on earth (which the redeemed will not complete before removal). Since there was no capstone placed on the Great Pyramid, Jesus is that Capstone. It is no wonder that The New Jerusalem is modeled after this, and the redeemed dwell in the New Jerusalem, or The Holy Mountain of God, with Jesus Christ at the top. Jesus laid the cornerstone that began redemption of The Age of Grace, and He is the Capstone that the redeemed are under for all eternity. 
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January 8, 2006

"Comparisons"

Galatians 3:3

"Having begun in the Holy Spirit (redeemed), are you now being made perfect by the flesh?" 

2 Timothy 2:15

"rightly divide the Word of Truth"

Introduction

Religion is continuously dealing with what you are doing and not doing, but the Grace of God is dealing with what Jesus already did. 

Religion says "look at what I am doing for you", Jesus says "look what I did for you."

Religion says "look how I went to a religious building", Jesus says "look how I went to a Tree."

Religion says "look how I was raised in a denomination", Jesus says "look how I was raised from the dead."

Religion says "look how I gave my money", Jesus says "look at how I gave My Life."

Religion says "look how I confess my sins on a day of Atonement, or in a confession booth, or with 1John 1:9", Jesus says "look at how I took away your sins from the sight of God forever."

Religion says "see how I stand against sin", Jesus says "look how I died for all of your sin."

Religion says "look at how I judge the lost world and condemn all those bad people", Jesus says "look at how I redeem the lost world and all those bad people."

Religion says "look at how I march and hold up signs against all these sinners and evil doers", Jesus says "look at how I suffered and died for those sinners and evildoers."

Religion says "look at how I bow down to reach god", Jesus says "look at how I came to you thousands of years ago"

Religion says "look at how I heal the sick", Jesus says "look at how I raise the dead."

Religion says "look at how I speak in tongues", Jesus says "look at how I speak in Love."

Religion says "look how successful my life is", Jesus says "look how successful my death was."

Religion is a futile attempt by people to reach up in self-effort for the purpose of trying to please God. Redemption is the successful conclusion of God reaching down to people with Love and Acceptance. 

Over two thousand years ago, a point in time in history, Jesus ushered in a brand New Covenant to each and every one of us. This was at the  change in Dispensation (Age), which if not understood, can be used in religious deception to confuse and manipulate people. 

There is an Old Testament (Old covenant) and a New Testament (New Covenant), and they are completely different. 

Discussion

Jesus, in His Love and Mercy, (Galatians 4:4) came to this earth, born of a virgin, born under the Law (Old Covenant), and He walked in perfect Love. Since that Love was the fulfillment of The Law, He fulfilled the Law that we will never fulfill. His physical death, ushered in a New Covenant (which was His Will, just as we read a will today from those who die, after they are certified dead). 

During the years that Jesus was here on the earth, He taught from the Old Covenant. When the Bible says that He told others to follow Him, that meant "to the tree", NOT to imitate His ways. Jesus proclaimed the New Covenant BUT He taught under the Old Covenant. In the Old Covenant, priests entered a man made sanctuary that was a copy of the True One. Hebrews 9 tells us how Jesus entered once, and completed His work of The High Priest, once and forever. The Law was set aside because it was weak and useless. 

Today, we have a better oath, a better covenant, a better everything. The Law was only a shadow of what was to come, redemption and eternal life by Grace, which can ONLY be received In Him (Colossians 1:14). Anyone who wants to be under The Law is under a shadow, not reality. The blood of bulls and goats "covered" sin, but could never take it away. No religious system can achieve "propitiation" with God, which is the satisfying His Wrath, only Jesus could, and He did it on the Tree, which is why He proclaimed, "it is finished". Jesus Christ is the end of the Law (Romans 10:4). If righteousness could be obtained by The Law, then Jesus died on the Tree for nothing. All people are born spiritually dead (un-righteous), but all redeemed people are spiritually alive (righteous), In Jesus. The Law was given by Moses, but Grace and Truth came through Jesus. 

The Law was like something that revealed a condition of spiritual death. The analogy is like having an X-Ray machine diagnose you, if that X-Ray reveals that you have a cancerous tumor, you don't take more X-Ray pictures as the sole method to overcome it. You go to a different procedure to deal with your condition. 

Friends, it is mind boggling to understand what Jesus has done for you and me. The dispensation of Grace is an un-fathomable expression of the scripture that says "God so loved the world". Religious types like ot argue doctrine, but none of this is a doctrine issue, it is a Jesus issue. 

Conclusion

To rightly divide the Word of God means to understand which age or dispensation of God is being referenced in the Bible.  

The Holy Spirit came to convict us sin. The sin (singular) of the world is unbelief in the virgin birth, death, burial and resurrection of Jesus. Jesus died for ALL sins of ALL people, both backward and forward for ALL eternity. To overcome the sin (singular) of unbelief, repentance of the sin (singular) of unbelief is what is needed. This is NOT a simple forgiveness of the sin (singular) of unbelief in Jesus (mentioned as blasphemy of the Holy Spirit by Jesus teaching under the Law). This repentance means a change of mind. We came into the world as unbelievers, and the unbeliever status is what has to be repented of. If you will accept eternal life by repentance of the sin (singular) or unbelief, Jesus makes you forever Holy, forever Perfect, forever Righteous in His sight, (Ephesians 2:6 and Hebrews 10:14) DESPITE your foul, ongoing and wretched time in your physical body AFTER redemption, while you continue to commit sins in your flesh.  
Postscript 

The picture is of the Sanhedrin assembled for the purpose of Gentiles (non-Hebrews) to make pledge to the Old Covenant (Law of Moses).

They recite "I pledge my allegiance to HaShem, the God of Israel, Creator and King of the Universe, to His Torah and representatives. I pledge to uphold the Laws in all their details, according to Oral Law of Moses under the guidance of the developing Sanhedrin. May HaShem bless and aid me, blessed are you, G-d of the universe who has caused me to live, sustained me, and brought me to this day."

The banner behind the table reads "A Special session of Sanhedrin", in both English and Hebrew. Friends, this is from 2005. The Sanhedrin has been re-established, and this is the same order of Sanhedrin from 2000 years ago when Jesus was here in an "earth suit".
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January 15, 2006

"False Security"

Jeremiah 12:1,2

". . . I plead with You about your judgments, why does the way of the wicked prosper? Why are those happy who deal so treacherously. You are near in their mouth but far from their mind"

Introduction

Martyrs of the ages have asked what Jeremiah wrote, however, redemption with an acceptance of what one does have is called great gain in 1Timothy 6:6. 

Discussion

Prosperity

Some can see corruption in the midst of prosperity, but prosperity is not an indicator of redemption. There is nothing wrong with being rich, but everything is wrong with wanting to be rich. Riches were what the devil offered to Jesus in the desert.

Even the Hebrews of the Old Testament were prospered at times in order to test their faith, and apathy was revealed by a false sense of security. Amos 3:12 wrote about "woe to those that trusted in the Mountain of Samaria". It was there, that apathy and indifference was rooted in both false trust and materialism. Many of the poor around Samaria were oppressed, as the needy were crushed. 

Alcoholism

In Pergamum (Revelation 2:12), one heathen temple was called the   temple of Dionysius. Dionysius, a spirit of "wine", was pictured as a "goat-god". He was drawn with the upper part as a man and the lower part as a goat, with cloven feet, a tail and two horns. Well in our day, this has become the "modern idea" of satan, but this notion that satan has horns, cloven feet, and a forked tail did not come from the Bible, it came from that temple of Dionysius and its' "god of wine and  alcohol". 

Religion

Religion was big business in Pergamum (Revelation 2:12), and at that time, satan’s headquarters were there. This ought to settle this question for those who think that satan is in hell at the present time. He has never yet been in hell, because hell has not even opened up for business yet. The wicked one will not be there until much later, as explained in Revelation 20:10. At this present time, satan is loose and running around as the "prince" of this world, controlling kingdoms and going up and down the earth as a roaring lion, hunting for whom he may devour (1 Peter 5:8). He chooses to reside in religion, just as he did in Pergamum. 

Conclusion

Redeemed people in need rarely meet the standards of what spiritually dead rich people relate to. The Holy Spirit does not dwell in a legalistic or religious person that rejects basic needs of the redeemed people they interact with. 

The good news for those who are in Jesus, is that His Holiness guarantees that judgment is coming eventually. The Holiness of Jesus demands judgment of all those who are not in Him. 

Holiness means that which is separate, and Jesus is separate from sin, and separate from ALL the material creation. He is NOT us, He is NOT like us, and He NEVER will be. We are not God, and we never will be a "little god". There is so much heresy regarding this subject in religion, that I would not know even know where to start today. 

Friends, that which makes Jesus who He is, is not an attribute. Jesus is fundamentally separate from everything He created. The Holy of Holies was always separate in the tabernacle of the Old Covenant. Our Universe is full of the manifestation of His Glory, of who He is, even though He is not "in" the creation itself (pantheism). 

Prosperity, alcoholism, and religion are all connected to apathy and a false sense of security that will be ultimately judged by Jesus at The Great White Throne. 
January 22, 2006

"Fear is in The Law"

Luke 9:34

"a cloud came and overshadowed them, and they were fearful"

Matthew 16:28

"I say to you, there are some standing here who shall not taste death till they see the Son of Man coming in His kingdom"

Luke 9:27

"I tell you truly, there are some standing here who shall not taste death till they see the kingdom of God

Introduction

If I was asked what the root of distress was in every single relationship problem, depression, anger, substance abuse, sexual addiction and substance dependency, I would respond "fear". 

Luke 9:27 to 9:34 is very misunderstood, so much so, that erroneous doctrines from the verses are consistently used by both "preterists" and false religions. 

Discussion

The death, burial and resurrection of Jesus, followed by His ascension, was before the Day of Pentecost. On that day, The Holy Spirit of God came to indwell redeemed people continuously, when they repented of the sin of unbelief in the first sentence above. 

What is so misunderstood about Luke 9:27 and Matthew 16:28, is that this is not reference to the dispensation or age of the "Kingdom", where Jesus will return to this earth and rule with a rod of iron. The Hebrews have not yet received Messiah. This is the Age of Grace right now, and the Great Tribulation and The Revelation of Jesus to Jewish has not yet occurred. 

What those described in Luke were to see before their physical death was the Age of Grace that began on Pentecost. The "kingdom" of Jesus mentioned is redeemed people who are indwelt by The Holy Spirit. They are the "temple" that God dwells in right now, because there is no temple in Jerusalem, and in no way is any church building or religious shrine on earth have anything whatsoever to do with being a dwelling place of Jesus at this time.  

Conclusion

The spirit of fear does not come from Jesus, it comes from satan. It has always been used to snare people and destroy the joy of the redeemed by individuals and organizations that are not of Jesus whatsoever.  

Right now, this is the Age of Grace, Jesus is The King, and the redeemed of this dispensation are the kingdom. It is crucially important to realize that in no way are the redeemed to be carrying out any personal agenda of what they may think is "right and wrong" at this time. The redeemed can do nothing whatsoever by their own effort, because the redeemed are the branches and Jesus is The Vine. The Holy Spirit's works are to be manifested in and through the redeemed, and ONLY by that power. Although the redeemed are the kingdom here on earth, each and every one of us still deserves eternal death because of our ongoing wretchedness. Except for the Grace of God that gave us  eternal life that could never be lost because of the finished work of the removal of sin from the eyes of God, all of us still deserve eternal death.   

Jesus accomplished every single thing He needed to accomplish for us to receive eternal life through His resurrection. He had taken away the sins of the entire world from the sight of God on the Tree, for all time. When He returns, He is not coming back to bear sin, because He did it already and did it for all and it is finished. The resurrection is the wherewithal to give life to the dead. The dead are all of us, until we come to life in Jesus, and this was finalized on the day of Pentecost. 

The Tree took away the cause of death forever, The Law, which was death, and fear of death is what The Law pointed out. Then on Pentecost, the Holy Spirit of God was given for the first time, to live in people eternally. When a spiritually dead person regards The Law, they regard fear, just as when a redeemed person regards trying to uphold The Law (I don't do this and I don't do that), they become fearful. These strongholds of fear are at the root of everything mentioned in the first paragraph of the introduction. First Corinthians talks of two different groups of people, redeemed and not born again,  who are worried and fearful. Second Corinthians goes on to mention some of the fearful and un-redeemed people in the first book coming to Jesus for eternal life.

That cloud in Luke 9:34 represents Mt. Sinai where The Law was given, and that is where fear is. Instead of going there, go to the empty tomb where Jesus was resurrected. 

Friends, the devil does a thorough job of beating people up with guilt trips and fear by using those that do not know the Truth, to spread lies. Fear is at the root of all of this.
January 29, 2006

"good dog bad dog"

Romans 1:21 - 1:23

"they became futile in their thoughts and their foolish hearts were darkened, changing the Glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like corruptible man, birds, four footed beasts and creeping things."

Introduction

Religious TV shows offer "prayer" for people's pets to go to heaven,  how tragic that some people respond to this with requests and offerings.

Discussion

We are made in the "image of God" with respect to having a physical body, a soul, and a spirit. Animals, from "animated", are indeed living things that move from place to place, but no scripture indicates that any animal has a spirit. 

A soul is who an animal or a person is. A soul can be happy or sad, restless and so forth. A dog is certainly animated, they can be happy or they can be sad. They know when they are bad and know when they are is good. If I say "bad" to my dog, her ears drop, followed by a sad look. If I say "good dog", she jumps and barks. My dog has a consciousness of me, but has no consciousness of Jesus. 

In Revelation 19:11, Jesus is described as sitting on a white horse as Heaven opens, and armies of Heaven follow on more white horses. To consider these "horses" as anything beyond allegorical is a stretch of imagination. Jesus did not go to Heaven on a white horse, and we are told that He will return as He went. Even if the "horses" of Revelation 19 were real horses, this can not be interpreted as meaning any animal is judged as redeemed or not redeemed when they die, because animals do not have a spirit to redeem. 

The issue to examine is what takes place with the spirit of a human being after physical death. Hinduism, buddhism have views that are in complete opposition to the Word of God, and "Year of the dog" rituals are connected to both these and eastern mysticism. 

Some Old Testament believers have to at least be conscious and able to communicate, because of the appearances of Moses and Elijah, and we know that the resurrection of old testament saints and the martyred of the Great Tribulation occurs at the end of that period. In the story of the rich man and Lazarus from Luke 16, both were able to communicate, both an unbeliever and a believer. 

Second Corinthians 5:8 tell us that when a redeemed person dies they are present with Jesus. What goes to be with Jesus is their soul and spirit. It is clear from 1Corinthians 15 that those who die during the Age of Grace have their soul and spirit placed into an eternal body immediately. 

Unbelievers go to a place called Hades, "the place of the unseen", awaiting final judgment by Jesus at the end of The Millennium, which is the Great White Throne, where their destiny has already been settled because of their unbelief. The people in Hades are in torment according to Luke 16, and Psalm 116:15 tells us that the righteous are precious in the sight of Jesus. Psalm 16:11 describes fullness of joy, because the memories of sorrow. pain and grief have been blotted out forever. 

There are no descriptions whatsoever in the Bible of any of this taking place with an animal. 

Conclusion

The media has been saturated with descriptions of "the year of the dog" during the last few days. This ritual depends upon animals having a spirit. 

The impact of Jesus being The One True Living God of the Universe has forced religions to come up with some method of illustrating an impersonal god to spiritually dead people. Polytheistic and idolatrous practices that revolve around "the year of the dog" are pagan forms of worship that constitute collusion with demonic forces. 

This ritual of "the year of the dog" is yet one more method of false hope rooted in conduct, luck, good works, and self-effort. Those who worship creation rather than the Creator are all through eastern religion, and once again "east meets west" in a foolish mantra. 

February 5, 2006

"Jesus sought to kill Moses?"

Exodus 4:24

"And it came to pass on the way, at the encampment, that the Lord (Jesus) met him (Moses), and sought to kill him"

Introduction

If someone says that the Bible is full of errors, they are often someone who knows what the Bible says, but do not know what it means. It is not possible to discern the meaning of the Bible without The Holy Spirit to reveal Truth. Even a redeemed person may have to hang on to their question for a while and wait for insight. Impatience for an answer is so often where the devils minions manifest, which is so often an apostate (no Jesus of the Word) religion.

An example of confusion today regards people who trace their lineage back to father Abraham as an excuse for rejecting Jesus. Abraham was a Gentile that converted to Judaism in Ur of the Chaldees, which set him up to be the father of many nations, with "offspring as numerous as the sand of the sea". 

Genesis 15:6, Psalm 106:31, Romans 4:3, and Galatians 3:6 tell us that Abraham believed God and it was counted unto him as righteousness. Hebrews such as Isaac and Jacob followed the example of Abraham and were circumcised in an act of their faith.  

People in the land of Midian were also offspring of Abraham, and Moses fled from Egypt to there. Moses befriended the head priest and married one of the priests' seven daughters, a woman named Zipporah.

Moses and Zipporah neglected to circumcise their son. Circumcision was to be an illustration of the covenant of Jesus with Abraham. It was designed to tell Hebrews not to have confidence in the flesh, since a piece of flesh was cut away. 

Discussion

Jesus told Moses to return to Egypt since Pharaoh was dead and it was safe to return. As Moses started that trip back to Egypt, Jesus sought to kill Moses. This is just one example of how crucially important it is to divide The Word of God into the correct era of time. This verse is one of the strangest passages for people living in the current Age of Grace to understand.

Zipporah resisted circumcision because she thought it was foolish and bloody, and Moses did not make an issue of it. She was resisting an ordinance of God, and Moses did not want to upset her over it. Moses must have thought he could get away with both of their disobediences. 

None of this has any correlation to the Age of Grace we live in now, because Jesus fulfilled The Law in its entirety, and there are no ordinances of the Abrahamic covenant that need to be fulfilled by us today. However, back in Moses time, Jesus confronted Moses on the way to Egypt and revealed the seriousness of this situation. Disobedience to the Law was death. 

Conclusion

This is indeed a strange verse, but it reveals the death sentence awaiting all human beings who have broken The Law of God, which is everybody. In this instance, Moses neglected circumcising his son, but at that time, circumcision was evidence of the covenant that Jesus had made with Abraham. At this point in human history, if Moses was going to proclaim God’s will to others, he had to be obedient to God’s will first. Once again, this has nothing to do with anyone today, all have fallen short of the Glory of Jesus, and His Grace is sufficient for all to receive eternal life. 

What is described in the passage, is Jesus appearing to Moses in order to forcibly remind Moses of disobedience. Fortunately for all of us today, Jesus has already nailed The Law to the tree at Golgotha, and if He had not, there would be no way for us to receive eternal life during The Age of Grace. 

What is fascinating, is that Zipporah was the one who performed the rite of circumcision upon their son in order to save the life of Moses. What she did was an act of faith on her part. She claimed the promise of the covenant with Abraham, which was having no confidence in the flesh. Eventually, after the circumcision of their son, perhaps when they reached Egypt, Moses saw the problem, and sent Zipporah back home to the Midianites. Later on the wilderness march we do see that Moses’ father-in-law, brought Zipporah back to him, and her and Moses  reconciled.

Friends, even during The Age of Grace, there may be perils when a husband and wife do not agree on spiritual matters. Many men have foolishly followed religious errors of their wives, and many will perish eternally because of it. Women are never to have spiritual authority over men, even though a husband is still designated as the spiritual authority over his wife, whether he knows what he is following or not, (lest any men feel puffed up over their position of spiritual authority).  

Moses had faith in God and Zipporah did not, at the specific point in time where Jesus sought to kill Moses. This is an example of the reason why scripture warns against believers and non-believers getting married. The Bible does not forbid it, but redeemed people should give careful consideration to selection of a spouse, there are multitudes of this type of issue in my own family ancestry. Our household is greatly persecuted by relatives for exactly this reason, and spiritual warfare is a constant necessity in our lives. 

February 12, 2006

"Sacrifice ourselves?"

1 John 3:16

"by this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. And we also ought to lay down our lives"

Introduction

This word translated "life" is not martyrdom; it is the Greek word for "soul". To "lay down our soul" is not death. Whatever you consider to be the opposite of selfish, is what "lay down your soul" means. The only way anyone will ever do this, is if The Holy Spirit is living inside of them (redemption). 

This can be a verse that misleads and destroys when twisted by a person that pretends to be In Jesus. 

Discussion

The first false security of our thinking is the doctrine of those who say "do the best you can", "get more money this year than last", or "accomplish great and mighty things". Solomon answered these pursuits thousands of years ago by labeling them as self vanity which passes away.

The second false security of our thinking is that some form of human leadership brings security. In the late 1700's, Edward Gibbons wrote a paper that observed the fall of human empires, here are the major  themes.

1. Undermining of the family institution. 

2. Increasing taxes to ruinous levels in order to pay for deficit spending, free support for society, and the promotion of activities for diversion, such as sports and entertainment. These were the "bread and circuses" of ancient Rome.

3. Driving personal pleasure to intense and obsessive levels, and  increasing brutality and excitement for the purpose of chaos and disintegration. 

4. Secret dismantling of the system of leadership (while publicly proclaiming support of it). 

Friends, the leadership of the western world is falling apart in these areas. The minds of many people today have become oblivious to their eternal destiny. 

Everything that NONE of us can do ourselves is listed in 1Corinthians 13. Not one individual has ever, or will ever, produce the attributes of 1Corinthians 13, unless The Holy Spirit does it for them. The counterfeit belief based upon "religious standing" and "super-duper sainthood" is ludicrous. 

What we do in our own effort, is produce human responses to others, which is nothing more than "foul disease" before God. All people, whether they are redeemed or not, are provoked by the way that others respond to them, and can never manifest the attributes of 1Corinthians 13 by self-effort. 

We are all perpetually selfish in our human bodies. The "charity" of man has nothing to do with the charity of the Bible. Charity from God is the act of a redeemed person sharing the message of redemption and eternal life with a spiritually dead person. Only the Holy Spirit can manifest this, because it is The "Fruit of the Spirit" of Galatians 5 known as love. This is "spiritual love", or "agape love" and has nothing to do with carnal love, friendship love, or family love. 

Conclusion

The way in which Jesus has responded to spiritually dead beings such as us, surpasses all human knowledge (Ephesians 3:19). 

There are at least five major facets in the security of Jesus.

(1) It is unending-how many friendships or relationships have you had that have shut down at some point? 

(2) It never fails- this means at all times and under all circumstances, and goes on forever and ever.

(3) It is unconditional-including every time you never give so much as a passing thought about Him. 

(4) It is unusual-since people demand a response if they give something to someone else. People do something for another based on their condition of "if", and everyone has conditional responses to others, redeemed or not. Without The Holy Spirit inside of a person (redemption), no one can possibly express concern regarding the eternal destiny of another.

(5) It is unselfish-Jesus has already done everything needed for us to receive eternal life, and He did it before we were even born, and during times where multitudes of people hated Him and rejected Him.  

(6) It is uplifting-this has nothing to do with human "caring". The hypocritical doctrine of "caring" among the majority of people in our society is rooted in pride and self-esteem. Systems of religion "spin" this issue with "warm and fuzzy feelings" that mean nothing since they are not of Jesus. 

February 19, 2006

"The Bible is full of errors"

2 Timothy 3:15

"All scripture is given by inspiration of God"

Introduction

People say this on an ongoing basis. Well, I can understand an atheists conviction, but would you believe I hear this from "christians" as well (including both of my parents and numerous relatives). They go on about how they "believe in Jesus", and then tell me the Bible is full of errors. These are the words of spiritually dead people who call the scriptures as foolishness, since they do not have The Holy Spirit living inside of them to teach them any Truth. 

Discussion

The issue here is straight forward. Did Jesus correct anything in The Word of God when He was here in an earth suit? The fact is that He is God, and if there had been any errors in The Old Testament, Jesus would have been the first one to correct them. Jesus is filled with both Grace and Truth, and can not allow errors to be recorded. The book of Hebrews states directly that God can not lie. Jesus quoted continuously from the Old Testament and called it The Word of God. Therefore, there is nothing in the Word of God that contradicts itself. 

Translation errors are possible, however the original manuscript of The 

Bible is not. Man's attempt at translation of the original manuscript could certainly have had translation problems along the way. Original Hebrew was a difficult language to translate into Greek (The Septuagint), and if there were errors in that Septuagint, Bibles taken from it could have translation issues. 

Despite various translation errors, What is far more important to realize is that nobody here today is going from their death bed to Hades because they did not understand a translation error in the Old Covenant. Yet, I meet people who are so dedicated to sifting the Old Testament, looking for a case in point to argue, that they become obsessive arguers. Such people are completely "dead set" on trying to disprove the Bible, but since nobody has a mind greater than Jesus, any attempt to discredit the Bible with our human brain knowledge is impossible. 

Conclusion

When a person can not stand on and rest in the original Word of God being as accurate as Jesus claimed it was, then they are spiritually dead and to be pitied of all people. 

Redemption is not 90% faith and 9% wisdom with 1% left over to wonder about it, because Jesus calls human intellect as utter foolishness. Nobody is only 90% redeemed any more than a woman can be 90% pregnant. 

The Holy Spirit teaches the Word of God to the minds of people, and He is never going to contradict Himself. When spiritually dead people are not willing to accept eternal life from Jesus, they may set out to diligently disprove the Bible in the energy of their own mind. A person like this has thinking that is blinded by the father of all lies. Jesus testified in the New Testament about the validity of the Old Testament, so those who pursue an argument about this have already lost. 

There is no point in arguing with dissenters. Ask them the question, "if I could prove to you beyond a shadow of a doubt that all of the Bible is true, would you come to Jesus for eternal life?" If they answer "no" or "maybe" or "I will think about it", there is no point in spending any time on the argument. People like this rely on their self-intellect because they think they are smarter than the writers of the Bible-which means they think they are smarter than Jesus. Until that intellect is broken, these people will never come to Jesus by faith. 
February 26, 2006

Romans 10:17

“faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God” 

Introduction

In any age, there are always people who will not listen, because they choose not to hear.

What will these individuals do in the future, especially when God will appear to "withdraw" from the world, and turn it over to the devil for a while? (The Great Tribulation). 

We are not there just yet, and today the Holy Spirit is in the world, dwelling in the redeemed for one thing, but also He is holding back evil, despite the fact it barely looks that way. What it will be like when He removes His influence a bit, and evil people are permitted to have their "day"? 

Discussion

In Matthew 7:15: Jesus warned to “beware of false prophets which come  in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves.” They do a lot of talking today on television, on the radio, and on the internet, the theme is religious, and often about "loving everyone", but underneath that veneer is a hatred that is deceiving the world.

During the Great Tribulation, this will reach the highest level, for then, an antichrist will be world dictator. People will not be able to buy and sell or be allowed to travel without permission. It is not much of a stretch of any imagination to see how close we are to this right now. 

Imitators pose as if indwelt by The Holy Spirit and belonging to Christ, but they only imitate He who took away the sin of the entire world (John 1:29). These false disciples are of the deceiver, the father of all lies, they know nothing about removal of sin; rather they only add to and multiply it throughout the world. 

Conclusion

God says to the redeemed who are His own, “don’t battle the wicked one alone, because only Jesus has the authority". We resist with the patience of The Holy Spirit within, never by our own effort. Even then, there are awful trials that come upon the redeemed. 

The devil and his minions of evil, including all of spiritually dead mankind will never be able to say to God, “you never gave us a chance, if You had just given us a chance, we would have been able to work things out.” 

God IS going to let this world try living under the devil for a brief period at a time. If it was more than a brief period, there would be no one left on earth, (Matthew 24:22). The wicked one has no regard whatsoever for human life, it is tragic that so many do not know this. It is because they choose not to hear.
March 5, 2006

Daniel 9:24

"Seventy weeks are determined for your people (Hebrews) and for your holy city (Jerusalem), to finish the transgression" 

Introduction

A man by the name of Robert Anderson was the first to write that Jesus came to this earth in an "earth suit", in order to fulfill the "sixty nine weeks of years" prophecy written of in the Book of Daniel. 

Isaac Newton exclaimed that the Truth of the entire Bible was proven by this one prophecy.

Discussion

A decree of Cyrus came forth in 445 BC to rebuild Jerusalem. Four hundred and eighty three years later (30 AD), Jesus was crucified on a tree, and took away the sin of the entire world. If the Sanhedrin had accepted Jesus as Messiah before He was arrested in the Garden, there would not even be a coming Great Tribulation. However, that did not happen, and the coming "Day of The Lord" is going to be seven Hebrew years long, which is 7 times 360, or 2520 days. 

Sixty nine prophetic "weeks" had elapsed when Jesus was "cut off". This was a time period of 483 Hebrew years, and according to the prophecy of Daniel, there is still one "week" left. This future "week" is when a person will appear, evidently someone indwelt by the devil himself, who in the middle of the last "week", will put to death whomever Jesus will allow him to. 

On the day that Jesus was on the tree, prophetic time stopped at exactly sixty nine weeks, and we are all still in the gap between the 69th and 70th week of Daniel 9, or the Age of Grace. In the 70th week, this world will be back under The Law. That is why it is both absurd and impossible for any redeemed person of now having to go through the Great Tribulation. For over 1900 years, the redeemed have died physically and gone to be forever with Jesus. If any redeemed person alive today is destined for the Great Tribulation, then every redeemed person, including aborted babies will have to come back to the earth in a body of flesh and go through the Great Tribulation. This is so ridiculous; there is no need to even have a discussion of whether or not redeemed people go through God's wrath of that 70th week. 
Conclusion

There is one prophetic week from the Book of Daniel left to fulfill. In that day, a person will be revealed, who will confirm a treaty with Israel, for 7 Hebrew years, which is seven times 360 (2520 days). This will be the last week of a seventy year prophetic schedule. 

Some today teach that the Great Tribulation is three and one half Hebrew years long. Some of them are "dominionist theologians", which is a movement that brings politics and religion under a notion that Jesus intended redeemed people to "conquer" a lost "dominion". 

Politics and religion first met under "Constaninianism", which was a concept of "church" and state union, requiring people to obey all rules of a religious organization, or be put to death. This is exactly what is going to resurface during the Great Tribulation. 
"Stepchildren of Psychology"

March 12, 2006

Psalm 1:1

"Blessed is the one who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly"

Proverbs 14:12

"There is a way that seems right to people, but its end is the way of death"

Proverbs 16:22

"The correction of fools is folly"

Introduction

Friends, this weeks writing is dedicated to my dear friend "j" who  continues to grow in Grace. 

There are twelve steps in the recovery program known as "alcoholics anonymous". These are highly marketed things under various names, including a "christianized" version called "celebrate recovery". Let me give you a brief synopsis of what they are all about, basically a mixture of rules and ungodly counsel. Worldly wisdom is the tainted water of death, but God's wisdom is the stream of life, and only Truth can set us free (John 8:32). 

"Twelve steps" is an approach to recovery from so called addictions to alcohol, drugs (narcotics anonymous), sex, overeating, co-dependency and so forth, some of which are habitual sins and others which are fictional disorders of psychotherapy. There are many versions of "twelve steps" all over the world. In the "celebrate recovery" program, "church leader people" are trained in order to return to their religious institutions and start programs. "Celebrate recovery" began in 1992, and is used in over 3500 "church organizations", making it the most widely exploited "church" program of its kind. 

"Twelve steps" originated in the late 1920's by the two founders of alcoholics anonymous, Bill Wilson and Dr. Bob Smith (Wilson being the most noteworthy). Wilson was a habitual drunk who claimed to have had a life changing event that helped him achieve sobriety. Wilson had an experience which he viewed as "spiritual enlightenment"-that convinced him that only a power greater than himself could keep him sober. Attempting to understand this mystical experience, he was led into “spiritism”, a form of divination that is condemned by scripture. His biographical information indicates that the content of the "twelve step principles" came to him rapidly through what seems to have been a form of spirit communication. 
Discussion

People who I know are redeemed tell me they are uneasy at AA meetings. This has to be The Holy Spirit warning them.

Those in alcoholics anonymous are "recovering alcoholics", who according to the organization, have not fully recovered. Recovery is implied by a process of "physical healing". There is no evidence that any person who is in these programs has had any greater measure of success than from other treatments. The fact is, people who recover from alcohol and substance abuse do so without any direct link to psycho therapeutic treatment or self-help therapies.   

When the name of Jesus is mentioned at an AA meeting, it is responded to with derogatory and scornful comments. Just like religious buildings and legalistic churches, one has to go along with things to get along with others. Such kinds of liberal organizations and churches either do not believe in the deity of Jesus or don't care. A redeemed person can not possibly stay in such a place for very long, because there is NO love and acceptance there, despite what they pretend to emulate. 

A redeemed person is not an alcoholic or an addict; they are a child of God who has a tendency to use alcohol as a source of dependency. Confusion of the identity as a child of God no matter what, is what robs so many of the Joy of The Holy Spirit. Friends, God knows what you are going to do before you even do it, yet He will never leave or forsake you, no matter what. There is no condemnation to those in Jesus, therefore the condemners are either lost people or those pretending to be redeemed (but are not). 

No one will ever hear teaching at an AA meeting that they are a child of God with a tendency to depend on alcohol. Instead, they will be forced to proclaim that they are an alcoholic in order to feel cursed, followed by a set of rules that they can not keep (any more than upholding the Law of The Old Covenant). Drinking is not even the issue, that sin was taken away from the sight of God forever 2000 years ago by Jesus on the tree. 

The only purpose a redeemed person can have at an AA meeting is to serve others with The Love of God, which comes ONLY from the indwelling Holy Spirit, and has nothing to do with being "nice" or being "good". If a redeemed person can not serve another with the message of eternal life, those people can not be served. Jesus living inside of a redeemed person is what will lead a person away from alcoholism, NOT an organization with a pile of rules and condemnation. 

Some will achieve sobriety in AA, but AA does not take people from sobriety into the Kingdom of God. There are millions of people in the world who are sober, yet they are spiritually dead, and they need Jesus for eternal life. 

Jesus comforts ALL redeemed people in their trials and troubles so that they have an opportunity to share that comfort with spiritually dead people in order to set them free. This is exactly why there are redeemed people doing all kinds of things that religious organizations condemn with their rules. That condemnation is for the purpose of blocking the Love of God from reaching the most destitute of people. Redeemed people with tendencies of addiction know exactly how the lost feel about their condition, but they also know what the solution is. What a position to be in (!), an opportunity to reach others with Truth, because of your knowledge of a condition. How many redeemed people have been fooled by the devil, thinking they are doing something "bad", and because of it, God is going to "zap" them. This kind of thinking is a lie from the pit, and it deceives many. 

Overcoming habitual sin is never said to be a by the numbers self-help methodology anywhere in the Word of God. All redeemed people are righteous in the sight of God irrespective of how many addictions they are struggling with. The enablement of The Holy Spirit does it all, because we can do nothing. 

The problem with the "twelve step" programs are that they only point to changed lives as evidence of success. The soul and spirit is what enters an eternal body after physical death, that is what Jesus sees, He does not consider any person's outward attempts at "not doing this and not doing that".  

Conclusion

It is an oxymoron to say "I am a believer in Jesus" who is struggling with addiction to alcohol, drugs, sex, overeating, co-dependency and so forth. Belief in Jesus is a meaningless statement unless it means   acceptance of His being here physically two thousand years ago in an earth suit, dying physically, and being resurrected according to the scripture in order to provide eternal life (redemption) to those who accept it as a free gift (the definition of Grace). 

Sin is not something that a redeemed person is in "recovery" from. All sin was taken away from the sight of God forever by the death of Jesus on the tree, and Jesus is not coming back to die again. The world's sin (singular) in the Age of Grace is unbelief in what is written in the paragraph above. Nobody reading this right now will ever go to the lake of fire in eternity because of something they did, they will be there because they did not accept the free gift of eternal life, and without that resurrection they are to be pitied of all people. 

In the "twelve steps" program, all that is referenced is a "higher power", not The only living God of the Universe who raises the dead incorruptible.  

The Bible teaches what to do for every human addiction and behavior, not "twelve step" programs. If any person will accept the free gift of eternal life, The Holy Spirit will indwell them forever, and He will remove every thing that the redeemed person struggles with sooner or later. This can take time, in fact, some will reach physical death before they are cleansed of their addictions. There is nothing said about the time frame of how this unfolds, and some redeemed people can take decades or more to overcome addictions, but The Holy Spirit is always there, and Jesus does it all, everything, after you make that one simple commitment to accept eternal life. 

The Holy Spirit is sufficient for ALL things that pertain to life and righteousness (2Peter 1:3). Rejection of what this Truth is, are what  

the ways and means of men and the world are all about. 
"Samuel Says"

March 19, 2006

1Samuel 28:7

"(Saul) said to his servants, find me a woman who is a medium, that I may go to her and inquire (about the future)"

Leviticus 19:31

"Give no regard to mediums and familiar spirits; do not seek after them, to be defiled by them"

Introduction

King Saul was in a war and was distressed by his situation. He wanted to know who was going to win. At this time God had forsaken him (this was not the Age of Grace) and the prophet Samuel had died. Saul went to the witch of endor who had a familiar spirit, asking for knowledge of the future. 

Basically, Saul had turned his back upon Truth by seeking advice from  demonic spirits, but what spirit did the "witch of endor" summon?

Discussion

Necromancy, the practice of attempting to consult the dead for the purpose of predicting the future was strictly forbidden by The Law of God in Leviticus 19:31. Saul even had to disguise himself in order to visit this woman, since he had previously exiled all witches and wizards from the land. The witch of endor did reluctantly agree to hold a seance in order to bring up Samuel; who would normally have been her familiar spirit posing as Samuel. Well, was it the spirit of Samuel the prophet that appeared, or was it the familiar spirit that the witch of endor deceived people with?. 

The witch of endor was terrified when the spirit appeared because it was not her familiar spirit, but in fact, Samuel. She knew immediately that she had been deceived by Saul, and feared for her life. When asked by Saul to describe the spirit, she replied that he wore a mantle, which was the customary dress of a judge (Samuel was the last judge of Israel). Jesus sent Samuel at this séance to represent God's reason for the demise of Saul as the king of Israel. Samuel gave a prophetic message about Saul's death that came to pass the next day, proving that the spirit was a true prophet of God (the devil does NOT know when people will die, only Jesus does). 

Conclusion

There is no doubt whatsoever that that this spirit was indeed Samuel, and not the familiar spirit that the medium of endor was accustomed to. 

The Word of God calls the spirit Samuel, verses in this chapter declare "Samuel said" over and over. 

Did the witch of endor call up Samuel? Was this medium of endor a channeler for Samuel? Absolutely not! Jesus himself called up Samuel to deliver His message of death to King Saul and his sons. Samuel had the unique distinction of truly being a prophet from the grave. 

Today, all kinds of people consult horoscopes and fortune tellers (including redeemed people). This is the Age of Grace, and no one is going to the lake of fire for consulting mediums and horoscopes, rather they will end up in Hades if they do not accept eternal spiritual life from Jesus. However, if a redeemed person does choose to become involved with and associated with occult practices, even though they do NOT lose eternal life, their decision provides legal right for demonic spirits to interfere with their life in flesh here on earth, provided  Jesus allows it. This is no matter to be trifled with, occult practices can and will cause great distress and loss of joy for a born again believer. All people are well advised to have nothing to do with horoscopes or predicting the future, this is a very dangerous activity to engage in.  

"some kind of messiah"

March 26, 2006

Matthew 24:4-5

"Take heed that no one deceives you, For many shall come in My name, saying, "I am the Christ", and will deceive many." 

Introduction

This world recognizes that some kind of "messiah" is coming. 

Jesus was upon the Mount of Olives, and disciples came unto Him privately, saying, "tell us, what shall be the sign of Your coming?"  

This specific question had a direct reply, the first thing Jesus said was the verse above.  

Discussion

Every culture on earth will be directly affected by the arrival of a "messiah", but what does Israel have to say about this?

2006 AD on our calendar corresponds to 5766 CE on the Jewish calendar. The AD calendar is dated after Jesus, whom Israel does not acknowledge as Messiah, so their calendar is dated according to Jewish calculation after Adam (CE meaning common era).

Studies of the Jewish calendar have revealed that 60 years were lost in the Generation of Abraham, 17 years between the first and second temple, and 5 years between Abraham and the exodus.(82 years total). These differences were unintentional errors.

In 135 AD, a "messianic pretender" in Israel had the rabbis remove 154 years from history of the Kings in the Persian Empire in order to validate himself. The remaining 4 years comes from our calendar, Jesus coming in flesh reckons to 4 BC on it. 

The numbers add up to 240 years, 82 plus 154 plus 4. 

Israel expects Messiah of Israel to appear 6000 years from the creation of Adam, on the "seventh day" or the "seventh millennium". Therefore, according to the Jewish calendar date of 5766 right now, there are supposed to be 240 years left before Messiah appears. However, why are Orthodox Jews preparing now for the appearance at any time? This proves that they are aware of these Jewish calendar errors. 

Conclusion

There are reasons to suspect that the 6000th year since Adam has already occurred; Rosh Hashanah of 5760, "aka" our year 2000. We would then be in a "transition" between two dispensations of Jesus; ordained from before time, The Age of Grace and the Millennium. One would have to be spiritually blind to deny startling changes that have taken place in Israel since 5760 (2000). 

Scripture says Jesus is coming, and newspapers and media say "some kind of messiah" is coming. 

PostScript-Gregorian Calendar

The original Julian calendar was made on the basis of the earth making a trip around the sun in 365.25 days, adding one day to February every 4 years. However, this is not accurate, and a day of error occurs every 138 years. The Gregorian calendar corrected this error by dropping the extra day in February each 138 years.
"Spiritually Dead"

April 5, 2006

Part 1 of 3
1John 1:8

"If we say we have no SIN NATURE, we deceive ourselves and The Truth (The Holy Spirit) is not in us"

Introduction

In Ephesus, a man named Cerinthus mixed pagan Gnosticism with The Word of God. Cerinthus claimed that by "inner mystic experience", he had "extra" knowledge and revelation outside of The Bible. Friends, there are multitudes of people in this world that are not redeemed despite thinking that they are, and some form of Gnosticism has taken a hold on them. I meet individuals who have not been born again of The Holy Spirit, and each and every one of them has embraced Gnostic teaching in some form-by denying the physical birth, death and resurrection of the Son (Heir not offspring) of God, Jesus. Friends, this is the world's sin, the only unforgivable sin, and the ONLY sin that will result in an eternal state of separation from Jesus. 

The Apostle John wrote of this in First John, the first chapter is written to just such people (Gnostics) who were not redeemed. John was distressed by Gnosticism-because it was and still is, a doctrine of demons that results in many, emphasis MANY people who will spend eternity in the lake of fire. I have friends and especially relatives who will suffer just this fate, unless they reach out to Jesus for Truth, in order that The Holy Spirit lifts the veil over their eyes. I take no pleasure in being aware of this, and their hatred and rejection of me adds to the lamentations that I feel for them. 

Discussion

Basically, Gnostic doctrine denies the Grace of God by teaching that obedience to The Law earns salvation. Cerinthus distinguished between Jesus and Christ, and was one of the founders of "Docetism", which spoke of Jesus as merely a man, born of Joseph and Mary, not becoming Messiah (The Christ) until thirty years later at public baptism. 

Gnosticism describes that a "nature of Christ" descended at the baptism of Jesus in the form of a dove, and left at the crucifixion. Gnosticism teaches that Jesus was merely a man eminent in "holiness", and Cerinthus was a teacher of this (erroneous) dual nature of Jesus- Jesus as physical and "Christ" as spiritual. That would suggest that When Jesus suffered and died, the "Christ" departed and left the "human" Jesus to die. That would specifically deny the physical resurrection of Jesus from the dead, which is the unforgivable sin. Gnosticism teaches that Jesus will be raised from the dead on the "Last Day", when others will rise with Him. If you are familiar with religious "systems" of this world, you will immediately see this type of false doctrine all through their doctrines.  

Conclusion

The movies of today that promote "wizard worlds" are about the pursuit of power and esoteric knowledge, which is nothing more than a modern representation of ancient Gnosticism. So called "christians" of the second century (and today) are in no way redeemed if they continue to neutralize the meaning of the Incarnation and distort the Truth of salvation by Grace. They believe that people save themselves by obtaining secret knowledge and power, just as depicted in current films and books.

"Spiritually Dead"

April 9, 2006

(part 2 of 3)

First Corinthians 2:12,14

"Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but The Holy Spirit which is of God; that we might have knowledge. The natural person does not receive this knowledge from The Spirit of God, for it is spiritually discerned" 

Introduction

The first audience addressed in First John Chapter 1 is gnostic, which is a heresy that defines all matter as evil. Since the human body is matter, gnosticism claims the body of Jesus was an illusion. John responded to this and proclaimed that he and the Apostles had seen and heard and touched the body (earth suit) of Jesus. 

Discussion

Gnosis (Greek) means "wisdom" or "knowledge". Members of gnostic orders claim to be familiar with "secret doctrines" and interpret with pagan symbolism. Apparently, this "secret information" (tenets) are given to a small group of "specially initiated" people.

Religious groups from Salt Lake City Utah, as well as that group which publishes "Watchtower", and even "Roman leaders", have doctrines based on "special knowledge". Churches all over the world have multitudes of spiritually dead people that claim "special spiritual knowledge". The trademark individual in these groups is that they become angry if told they are in error. This is partly self-pride, but challenging them activates an indwelling fear that they are destined for oblivion. Since anger is a secondary response to fear (Adam was made this way), they are hostile towards redeemed people.

These "gnostic gospels", claim to have "special" knowledge of Jesus, but these "secret gospels" are lies, and there are no "secret gospels" which have remained buried for centuries. The "secrets" are "new age writings" that place credence in unbiblical accounts. 

Apparently "hidden" in Egypt for centuries, these "secret gospels" have now been "discovered", and include "gospels" of Judas and Mary Magdalene. Judas is presented as being "deceived" into his actions, and Mary is glorified as a "goddess". The humanistic agendas in these writings is to deceive people into thinking that Jesus did not really die, but left the tomb and went to the village and married Mary Magdalene (in order to have "divine" offspring). 

Conclusion

Any person can receive the Kingdom of God for free (eternal life) by accepting in faith that Jesus is the Heir (Son of God) who came in flesh for the purpose of a literal death and bodily resurrection. Conversely, the "kingdom of satan" is not given freely; "secret doctrines" of the devil's kingdom are always hidden, in order to be given to a "select" few. This has always appealed to the snobbish nature of pride filled people, leaders in particular become proud of themselves, thinking they know "secret things" hidden from the "average" person.

Gnosticism proclaims "secret doctrines and mystery religions". The devil has managed to entice many spiritually dead people with  promises that "christianity" contains "secret doctrines" (in order for them to "privileged" by knowing them). 

Just as satan whispered in the ear of Eve, "Did God really say?", so he is whispering in the ears of many today. 
April 16, 2006

“The Unbelieving Believers”
(part 3 of 3)
Ecclesiastes 7:20

"There is not a just person on earth who does good and does not sin"

Introduction

If Truth (The Holy Spirit of God) is not in a person, that person is not in Christ and they are not redeemed. All people have a sin nature irrespective of whether they are redeemed or not. The only distinction of being a redeemed person is that one has been reconciled to God by the propitiation of Jesus and therefore has RECEIVED the gift of Grace and eternal life. Sin nature is a an irremovable attribute of the flesh that can not be "confessed away" with any ritual, despite multitudes of people in religious groups that claim to be able to do so. 
Discussion

First John 1:8 and 1:9 is explaining the gnostic claim to be without sin by denying the presence of a sin nature. The gnostic line of reasoning is that all flesh is evil, therefore no one has a sin nature because of their evil human body. This is why John wrote that if we (you,I,me,anybody) says that we have no sin, that the Truth is not in us. A person without Truth in them is a person who does not have The Holy Spirit living inside of them, which means they are not redeemed. First John 1:8 and 1:9 is written to spiritually dead people that are not redeemed and were following gnosticism. There are all kinds of gnostics today (that think they are redeemed) who are not even aware that they are following gnosticism. This is explained in Hebrews 10:29 as as denying The Grace of God. So many religious church going types become upset when told they are going to perish eternally if they do not receive redemption. Every one that I have met has one thing in common, they continue to ask for forgiveness with confession or First John 1:9. It is so easy to distress such people, that the Bible urges the redeemed to avoid offense if possible. This is why the "we" in 1John 1:8,9 is editorial grammar used in place of an accusatory "you". To try and help the deceived people, John wrote if "we" claim to be without sin, "we" deceive ourselves, and the Truth is not in us. The "we" means everybody and anybody in the world that denies having an ONGOING sin nature, and no redeemed person can possibly go on in this error year after year thinking they do not have one. Claiming to not have a sin nature indicates a person who does not have the Truth in them, which means in plain language that The Holy Spirit of God does not indwell them, and they are not redeemed. The Holy Spirit of God is the "incorruptible" seed (a divine sperm if you will) that yields the birth of eternal spiritual life. Every person ever born, entered this world as a consequence of "corruptible" seed (the male sperm of a man), and is spiritually dead until such time they are reborn. This is why a newly redeemed person is called a "baby" in Christ. 

Second John describes The Truth that comes to live in a redeemed person, meaning they are then indwelt by The Holy Spirit and are spiritually alive forever. Light and darkness in the Bible always means saved or lost, and there is no middle ground. In and out of fellowship always means saved or lost, because there is NO passage in the Word of God that teaches a believer can ever be out of fellowship, because being out of fellowship with God is spiritual death. 

There was no Jesus that went to a tree to die for some sins. He died for the sins of the entire world one time, and He is not coming back to die for any more sins. If there was any further forgiveness to be exercised by God, then Jesus would have to have forgotten some sins. Many people do not know that going to God and asking for forgiveness of sin is doctrine of antichrist. Jesus removed the sins of the entire world from The Sight of God, back to Adam and into eternity ahead. Jesus turned away God's wrath by propitiation for our sins once and for all. 

People keep trying to bring God down here and put Him at our level. This search for additional spiritual "revelation" is primarily due to our incessant nature of asking God "what do we do?". This is a pointless question since all any of us is required to do is know what He (Jesus) already did. The moment after a person sins it is in the past and Jesus has taken it away from the sight of God. There is no delineation between past, present and future sins in The Age of Grace. God, being omnipresent, wrapped everything up once and for all in one "package". If Jesus did not die for all future sins, then they only ones he died for were those living at the time of crucifixion and backwards. If Jesus did not die for all future sins, then the tree has no meaning to us at all. If Jesus did not die for all future sins, then what He did on the tree would not be applicable to any of us. The book of Hebrews (Hebrews 10:29) labels this as a mockery of The Grace of God and treating as an unholy thing, the Blood of The Covenant that sanctified. The New Covenant (Grace) between God and the world was that "their sins and lawless acts I will remember no more-where these HAVE been forgiven, there is NO longer any sacrifice for sin". Why the majority of the human race keeps focusing on the forgiveness issue is beyond my ability to comprehend. To deny total forgiveness means that a person denies the Bible and does not believe in the New Covenant at all. To deny total forgiveness is to substitute some other jesus for the One who is The Word of God. People are teaching total nonsense when they proclaim that Jesus took away their sin up until the time they were redeemed, and following that, they have to confess their sin in order to be forgiven. These are the people that First John 1 and Hebrews 10 is referring to, those who continue to sin against the knowledge of Truth. The Truth is that our sins and lawless acts are remembered no more by God, and sinning against the Truth is to deny this. If a person has not accepted the totality of the Truth of Jesus, that He took away all sins (past, present and future), then they are destined for the lake of fire and hell. 

It is unbelievably egotistical for anyone to think they have a role in their forgiveness. God took away the sins of the entire world, and that means He did not forget any sins and He did not forget anybody. To deny this treats the Blood of The New Covenant as an unholy thing. To proclaim some kind of "denominational deal" about a method or a special spiritual knowledge is as to spit into the face of Jesus Himself and deny Him. Anyone who feels they have to seek further spiritual knowledge outside of the Word of God has completely denied Jesus. This is what the warning to repent is about in the New Covenant, particularly the opening chapters of the Book of Revelation. 

Conclusion

If anyone could keep themselves righteous before God through their efforts of confessing sin or some special spiritual knowledge, then Jesus could have stayed at "Home". The Truth is that Jesus had to do something far greater than our confessions, something far beyond our spiritual knowledge, and He had to do it once and for all and cover all eternity with it. The human problem is that people will not rest in this Truth. None of us are going to stop sinning, including all the redeemed, until our body of flesh dies. Any worry over this, manifested in acts of self-effort is sin itself, no person can ever achieve a worry free state, so Jesus had to take the sin of the entire world away from the Eyes of God. 

Many are now about to be fooled by so called new texts of special spiritual knowledge such as the "gospel of judas". If there were any significance at all to these writings, why does Jesus never mention them anywhere in the canon of scripture. Why would these be revealed now and not 2000 years ago, if they were relevant to the redeemed? Unfortunately for those perishing, these gnostic gospels have become the religious "hula hoop" of 2006, just as the false and heretic "prayer of jabez" was. 
April 23, 2006

"Worship of Money"

Luke 16:9

"And I say to you, make friends for yourselves by unrighteous mammon (money), that when you fail, they may receive you into everlasting habitations"

Introduction

This passage is from the dispensation of Law, because when Jesus was here in an earth suit, He taught under The Law. 

Background Material

Worship of money is rarely understood. "Worship" in the Bible, is defined as whatever a person allows themselves to be controlled by, therefore, worship of Jesus means allowing oneself to be used by God to interact with another under the direction of The Holy Spirit that indwells them. Without redemption, one is not indwelt by Him, and therefore can not worship God.

It is crucial to understand that being used by The Holy Spirit is NOT a competition among redeemed people. A mother raising children or a believer sharing the knowledge of spiritual life with another, can worship God with their actions. 

Compare this to the worship of money, which means allowing oneself to be controlled by the acquisition or hoarding of it. The world calls this "success" and "building capital", the Bible calls it idolatry. This does NOT mean any redeemed person is supposed to live poor, or be unable to support themselves, and especially NOT to give away all their money. Money is NOT the root of evil, the LOVE of money is the root of all kinds of wickedness. Beware the lie of religion and doctrine from the pit of fallen angels (demons). Serving money means to structure ones daily life exclusively to the acquisition of it, NOT having money. 

Discussion

The master was a rich person, successful in business and making profit, frugal and skeptical, un-trusting of others, wise in the ways of the world, and having no faith. The master had accepted unfounded gossip from others as being true, and was confronting the employee for the purpose of condemning (firing) them.

The servant was employed by the rich master. They could only do the type of job they were doing then (record keeping). They could not do manual labor and they would not beg for what they needed. The servant had faith. 

The servant committed forgery and fraud in order to make friends with debtors to the master. The master did not have any proof of that, but was both suspicious and anxious to convict and persecute that servant. The servant "got away" with their fraudulent act and Jesus commended that servant. Did this mean Jesus commended fraud and forgery?

Conclusion

Jesus did not commend fraud and forgery, He commended the servant for not serving (worshipping) money. The servant did not receive any riches for their acts, they managed to hang on to their job. There was no love of money being displayed by the servant.

The passage is from the dispensation of Law. We are in the dispensation of Grace now, and Jesus took away from the sight of God, the sins of the entire world back to Adam and forward to eternity on the tree. This means EVERY sin of the ENTIRE world, however, that forgiveness is ONLY received IN HIM. If a redeemed person commits such acts, they may even go to prison, but there is NO wrath of God upon them, no "taking them to the woodshed" and no "out of fellowship with God" going to happen. This Truth is so foreign and unknown to the religious systems of this world, that they reject Jesus and substitute their own filthy and self-righteous lies in place of Him.

People may commit fraud and forgery in order to increase their amount of money (disguised by satan as "building and saving capital", or "financial growth" in today's vernacular). For this reason, redeemed people can be labeled as poor money makers (persecution by the devil through others), and should consider what they reveal to those desiring to control or persecute them. The good news is that Jesus is always in control of everything, and He will even change the minds of spiritually dead wealthy people in order to allow His children to meet their needs.  

Verse 8 of Luke 16 is a startling statement because Jesus states for a fact that those with faith in Him (sons of light) are far less shrewd than those who follow the world (sons of the devil). Those with faith are often going to be far worse at making a business profitable, because God says so. This is one of the reasons that some spiritually dead people do not desire those with faith to run their business. I can attest to this personally with conviction, I have seen it many times. There are many redeemed people who are self-employed and successful because they trust Jesus to meet their needs, instead of trying to please a spiritually dead boss who wants them to make only money and more money.

So then, should a redeemed person commit fraud or make a lie?. Well, the sin nature of flesh can never be abolished by any person, redeemed or not. Redeemed people will lie, however, they are convicted by The Holy Spirit living inside of them when that lie is a poor decision. Redeemed people will certainly be convicted by The Holy Spirit if they lie to other redeemed people for their personal gain. This is why the Bible says those who love to make a lie are not redeemed. Spiritually dead rich people will love to make a lie because they acquire more money by doing so, in plainer language; they serve money, not Jesus. 

There are ministers of satan in church buildings who are of the devil. They will lie to others for nothing more than their own personal gain. They feel no conviction because The Holy Spirit does not indwell them. 

The point being made in Luke 16:9 is that the servant made friends with the debtors. Jesus commended this because it opened the door for those debtors to come to saving faith In Jesus from the servant. Jesus does not care about money in comparison to how He cares about salvation and eternal life for the spiritually dead world. Friends, Jesus owns it all anyway, everything, and the devil is only being allowed to manipulate lost people and their money in order to glorify God in the end. 

April 30, 2006

"Nothing New"

1 Peter 3:8

"Be of one mind, having compassion for one another"

Introduction

Solomon wrote "there is nothing new under the sun". Well, he was right about that to the present day; human behavior has not changed since the fall of Adam. 

Divorce today is often based on "irreconcilable differences", and both Moses and Paul wrote about this thousands of years ago. Our passage, First Peter 3:8, has nothing to do with worldly concepts of giving things away in order to appear compassionate. This passage is written to redeemed people, because only God living in a person (The Holy Spirit) offers any hope of compassion (which is the Grace of God). 

Whenever divorce is being discussed, the conversation is not going to be an easy one. This weeks writing has nothing to do with trying to be "nice" to an abusive spouse (emotionally or physically), and people should not be misled by lies and manipulations from those who are spiritually dead. Friends, being "nice" or being "good" is not the message of the New Covenant, redemption (eternal life) In Jesus is. 

Discussion

Desires that men have for women is by "Divine Design", and sexual drive varies. Marriage is what God has told us to consider in order to handle our thoughts of sexual immorality. The Bible uses the words "to know" in context to imply specific sexual interaction that creates children. 

Both redeemed people and the unsaved may commit sexual immorality. Redemption does not negate our sin nature. Also, even though one's identity as a child of God can never be lost; diseases, legal matters and emotional problems can be a result of "knowing" another out of marriage. The Holy Spirit convicts us, and if a lost person continues to grieve Him despite conviction, God can eventually give them up to their choice (Romans 1:18-32). This is a most tragic circumstance, eternal death to God. 

There are justifiable reasons for divorce, but the answer to whether or not divorce is a sin is both yes and no. Divorce is NOT a sin in itself, but it can be when justification is based on false reasoning. If divorce were a sin, it would have been listed as such in the many lists of sin found in The Bible. For example, when Joseph learned that Mary was pregnant he wanted to give her a divorce, until an angel came to explain the situation.  Joseph thought Mary had conceived by another man and considered divorce. In ancient Israel, divorce was given for reasons other than sexual immorality (which was punishable by death from stoning). 

In Moses' time, there were divorces (Matthew 19 and Mark 10). Moses permitted divorces, although he did not commend them, and many were due to a hardness of heart and not justified. Hardness of heart is defined by God as an evil heart of unbelief in Hebrews 3. Our world today has a divorce rate rooted in hardness of heart. Even the pharisees asked Jesus if men could divorce for any reason. 

So what are justifiable reasons for divorce today? Well first, if your spouse is having ongoing sexual intercourse with another, and your attempts at asking them to stop are rebuffed and discounted, then that is righteous ground for divorce and re-marriage. Second, if you are married to an unbeliever who does not want to live with you (basically they can not stand you), and willingly departs (does not want anything to do with you), 1Corinthians 7:15 makes it clear to let them go. If they want to stay, God does not want a divorce to take place, since The Holy Spirit uses believers to reach unbelievers. Third, if a spouse dies, the surviving partner is free to re-marry if they wish to.  

Conclusion

The Bible speaks about Peace with God through Jesus. In Ephesians 2 and Colossians 1, it says He made peace obtainable for all people. 

Jesus gave Himself up on the Feast of Unleavened Bread, because that day is the Hebrew peace offering. We were all enemies because of our sin, but and Jesus reconciled it all, since we are incapable of doing anything before God. ALL of us want to do our own thing, go our own way, we don't want anybody telling us what to do, so Jesus offered a way to reconcile us to Him. That is our nature, the rebellious sin of our flesh, and anyone who has been involved in a divorce knows this all too well. 

Any redeemed person has peace with God, but they can still have ALL KINDS of trouble inside themselves trying to feel at peace. Life is filled with MANY bad circumstances, and there are all kinds of reasons to feel threatened and intimidated and fall apart. Jesus tells us not to worry about it, but we will and we do because we are humans in a body of death. To seek The Peace of God, redeemed people should express their problems to Jesus, or they can literally fall apart into emotional fragments. Peace is not an entity apart from Jesus, Peace IS Jesus. We are to cast our anxieties on Him, in order to have the Fruit of The Spirit. 

Two redeemed people have the best outlook for marriage, since the Power of The Holy Spirit is able to mend even the most bitter and hostile relationships. Marriage is not impossible if two people are unequally yoked in marriage (one redeemed-one spiritually dead), but every instance I have ever seen of this is a difficult relationship. 
May 7, 2006

"Motivation"

1 John 4:18

"There is no fear in Love"

Introduction

This is a perilous time to exist right now, and there are a lot of religious mechanisms being offered to the world's people. Legalism is at the root of all of them; with guilt and fear as the prevalent motivations. 

Discussion

Perfect Love is what casts away all fear. Fear has to do with punishment, and a person who fears can not be perfected in love. Dwelling on fearful thought is what destroys a person's joy, because fearful existence is rooted in worry of punishment. 

Living in fearful existence is the major reason why people are scared to die. Religion dwells on uncertainty about whether one has or has not done this or that before physical death, and can be total panic in people's emotions.

When a person is not prepared to die, they are not prepared to live. The choice of whether to die in fear or in peace is entirely our free will. 

Conclusion

The only way to be free of fear and condemnation is redemption In Jesus. That and that alone is the good news of the gospel, because redemption is eternal life; acceptance of the total forgiveness of sin (reconciliation to God) that was provided by Jesus. 
May 14, 2006

"Redemption by Special Knowledge-Part One"

Ephesians 6:4

"Dad's, do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring them up in the training of Jesus"

Matthew 15:4 

"Honor your dad and mom"

Introduction

Nothing is true about redemption by special knowledge, yet many are deceived by this today. How entrenched with lies will this world become before the redeemed In Christ are removed?

The "plague of gnosticism" (redemption by special knowledge) has destroyed the opportunity of receiving eternal life among relatives outside of my household. Some are so deceived, that God has actually given them over to their ways, and not even The Holy Spirit is convicting them any more. They continue with their "satanic evangelization" of me; giving invites to study the spirit world of near death experiences, re-incarnation, past lives, and false "gospels" outside of the Canon of Scripture. All deny the Deity of Jesus Christ. 

Discussion

Honoring dad or mom has nothing to do with a person living to an older physical age, or having a shorter life. Matthew 15:4 describes Jesus teaching Hebrews under The Law, telling them they are hung up on tradition, since there is a difference between tradition and Truth.  

The relevance of this passage is to children growing up, and Jesus honored the directions of Joseph and Mary before His "earth suit" grew into an adult.

 As adults, redeemed people trust Jesus for everything, and children who trust redeemed parents are well prepared to trust God as adults. Redeemed people do have love for one another, which can include a dad or a mom. 

Unfortunately, there are also religious and spiritually dead dad's and mom's too. These kind of parents are not looking out for their son or daughter's best interests, being strange parents who do not know Jesus as their personal Savior. 

Children who honor redeemed parents can save themselves a lot of trouble in life; children of spiritually dead parents can find themselves facing a lot of problems in life, especially when they become adults. 

Our Father in Heaven that calls us His little children has redeemed us and replaced ungodly and spiritually dead parents by adoption. 

Conclusion

Religious people are just as hung up on tradition today as any Hebrew was under the Law at the time of Jesus being present here in an "earth suit". They deny the Truth of the Word of God for the sake of their tradition, saying things such as "this is how you get forgiveness", not caring that the Bible says that it is finished. 

Legalism is uttering tribute to Jesus with voice, but with a heart and soul that is dead to Him. 

Redeemed adults who have parents that are spiritually dead should discount the advice given to them by those parents. 
May 21, 2006

"Redemption by Special Knowledge-Part Two"

John 20:17

"Do not cling to me for I have not yet ascended"

Introduction

The validity of The Word of God is questioned today just as it has been in the past. In my opinion, the evidence everywhere for the flood of Noah is the single most irrefutable evidence of the accuracy of the Word, but that is for another writing. All denial of Truth is rooted in denial of the Deity of Jesus. 

Right now, there is a heavily promoted movie about "people" being in a "bloodline" of Jesus as "offspring" of Mary Magdalene, implying a "divine right". Only a redeemed person who is indwelt by The Holy Spirit has the ability to remain unmoved by such claims. 

Discussion

At least two people did touch Jesus after resurrection, Thomas, (who touched the hands and torso), and Mary Magdalene. Mary was told not to "hang on" to Jesus (cling to Him), since Jesus had not ascended to the Father yet. This was at a time when The Holy Spirit had not come to indwell the redeemed, and no one had been actually born again yet
(John 3). The Age of Grace did not begin until the Day of Pentecost. 

Jesus told Mary not to cling on to His physical manifestation. This had nothing to do with it being forbidden to touch Jesus, it had to do with clinging to a physical manifestation (almost as an idol) of Him. The intent of the statement was a warning about hanging on to an "earth suit" of Jesus. Jesus acted AS a man under God's Law. Mary Magdalene addressed Him as "Rabbi" in John 20:16. Of course Mary Magdalene loved the physical Jesus, and so did the Apostles. Love for Jesus would have been so much in character for a woman, and it is a fine quality. Mary loved Jesus, and women express themselves in different ways regarding love for a man, (not just "knowing them" to produce offspring). 

The current movie being screened presents a claim of reproduction in order to produce children in a line of "deity", however, nothing whatsoever is found in any passage of The Word of God to support this. This means that such a claim is not of God, and what is not of God is not Truth. 

Conclusion

Throughout history, "churches" and organizations have fought against each other for a right to claim that they are rooted in what "Jesus" started. The first group to lay claim to a right of being the "church" was the Greek Orthodox. When they entered Rome, a political battle for the right to have a "pope" formed, and Orthodoxy was excommunicated from the city. This was deeply rooted in political maneuvers, and the organizations involved became political entities. Even when Luther somehow managed to discern this, he was known to be a strongly anti-Semitic monk, nothing more than yet another fallible human being. 

None of this is meant to disgrace anybody, it is to point out that all human beings are fallible and Jesus is the only Truth there is. If we place our faith in any person, we have it in the wrong place. Jesus alone is who we need to place our faith in, and He alone is The Righteous One. Only The Holy Spirit of God permits anyone to understand The Word of God.

There has never been and there will never be, a person on the face of this earth, ever, that can substantiate a claim that there is a divine line of offspring from Jesus.  

The "body" of Jesus here on earth today is an organism, not an organization. Only those who are indwelt by the Holy Spirit (redeemed) are the actual church (those with eternal life).
May 28, 2006

"The Book of Jude"

2 John 2:7

"For deceivers have gone out into the world who do not confess Jesus as coming in the flesh"

Galatians 1:8

"If we or an angel preaches any other gospel, let them be cursed"

Jude v17-19

"Persecution of the redeemed is from those without The Holy Spirit"

Friends, the writing may be sporadic the next few months due to a number of commitments of a busy schedule. I hope to post at least one new article a month until September. Many articles are available in the archives.   

Introduction

There has to be a reason why the Book of Jude is before the Book of Revelation. Perhaps it is because our world is nearly ready to leave the Age of Grace, the Book of Jude does seem to describe that which is current today. When I wrote years ago, little was said about Gnosticism- and now we have a major motion picture promoting it.    

In John's day, gnostic doctrine grew in proportion to those with Truth. In 1946, gnostic writing reappeared, and in 2006 it is growing quickly. The letters of 1-2-3 John, Colossians, 1 Corinthians, Galatians and Jude all condemn Gnosticism.  

Discussion

Gnosticism appeals to both the intellect and ego of people; to yield self-pride, that which comes before a fall. Humans consider themselves as intellectual people despite the fact that yesterdays medical textbook is today's joke; and we barely understand how even our own body works. Our wisdom is foolishness before God. 

Gnosticism is a philosophy that discusses a quest for higher knowledge (gnosis means knowledge). A gnostic "christian" is a spiritually dead one, and their faith is in salvation by special knowledge, or redemption by good works, neither of which are found anywhere in the New Testament (Book of Romans forward). 

Among gnostics that I have met, there is a false "jesus". This "jesus" is one who died on a tree, but "Christ" left that "jesus" during the crucifixion to return later, which negates Deity. This sort of teaching began when the message of redemption In Jesus went forth to the Gentiles (non-Hebrews).  

There have been two general forms of heretical teaching in the history of the Age of Grace, one is Judaism (hanging on to the Law for righteousness and salvation), and the other is Gnosticism. These have been co-mingled and are referenced in Colossians 2:16 and 17. New moon celebrations, sabbath days, religious festivals, and judging people by what they eat and drink are from Judaism. Forms of this still carry on today in some of the denominations, and these are shadows of what was to come, the reality of Jesus and the New Covenant. Colossians says that if you eat meat, don't judge someone who does not, and if you eat meat don't judge someone who does. Addressing Gnosticism, the Word warns us not to listen to those who delight in false humility (confession of sin for "staying" saved), or the worship of angels (prevalent today), or claiming "special knowledge" (things others have not seen for the purpose of a "higher standing" with God). Such unspiritual minds (information that was not received from The Holy Spirit) are puffed up and heretic. 

Gnostics that I know, often believe that wealth is meant to come to them, and they have little or no compassion for redeemed people, since they are not redeemed themselves. They are reciting prayers to the wicked one in thanks for prosperity, perhaps thinking that they are talking to Jesus. Such godless men and women are around in number, often carrying a Bible, pursuing "straight laced and self-righteous" lifestyles, and trying to appear "holy". They often teach religious error in both private and denominational settings. None of them love the Truth, since they do not love the redeemed in the way that is Fruit of The Holy Spirit. They often desire wealth in exchange for their so called "special knowledge", completely opposite of what the Word calls a cheerful giver.   

Conclusion

Jude originally chose to write about redemption, but The Holy Spirit moved him to write of something else; there was something more important to talk about than just salvation. Jude addressed Judaism, Gnosticism and judgment of fallen angels. 

Gnostic teaching eliminates Jesus as the way to God and eternal life, and Jesus is replaced with good deeds, acts of The Law, and special knowledge; the end of which is eternal separation from God.  

There is Truth and there is error, if you don't know what Truth is, you are not going to know what error is. This is why a redeemed person reads the Word; to get to know what Truth is, by the Holy Spirit in them revealing it. Without this, a person will never get it on their own, and will be swept up in an evil world that is more and more and more against Jesus. Friends, NO ONE can understand what the scriptures mean before they are redeemed! The Word is a "funny" book to natural people, since they can not understand spiritual things and it is foolishness to them. Lost people primarily "daydream" about the Word and their mind is all over the place, which is why they are easily trapped by error. 

When you are redeemed, you are indwelt by The Holy Spirit-who is Truth (despite how troubled you may become after), and Truth does not disagree with Truth (The Word). Truth indwells the redeemed person FOREVER and never leaves, and He is responsible for ensuring that it is impossible for a redeemed person to go on in permanent error regarding the Deity of Jesus.  

Showing humility toward Jesus means thanking Him for eternal forgiveness, because none of us has anything to do with it. Pride says "I did my part Jesus, now you do yours". If you claim to either be without sin, or that in any way you can remove it from the sight of God by your own efforts or knowledge, what would you need Jesus for anyway? Doctrine like this is equivalent to calling Jesus a liar, yet claiming to believe in Him. Friends, there is no such thing as a redeemed accuser of God, yet I meet people who are doing this exact thing. 

Fallen human behavior includes a quest to know more than anybody else, what we call "enlightenment", so is it any coincidence that fallen angels present themselves as "angels of light" to deceive many who seek so called "hidden" knowledge? 

